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XHE  amusing  Memoirs  of  James  Allan,  the  unrivalled 
piper,  bare  been  pubfisbed  by  various  persons,  and  bave 
commanded  different  degrees  of  attention  and  approbation. 
But  tbe  preiient  writer  bas  succeeded  in  procuring  many 
interesting  and  well-autbenticated  anecdotes  in  tbe  eventful 
Hfe  of  tbis  singular  character,  and  which,  be  trusts,  will 
render  tbis  work  peculiarly  valuable  and  essentially  original 
Besides,  the  biographical  sketcbes  of  Allan's  life  that  bave 
appeared,  evince  much  baste  and  carelessness,  and  are  ex- 
pressed in  a  style  either  low  and  vulgar,  or  bombastical  and 
inappropriate. 

If  a  writer  may  be  permitted  to  quote  bimself,  I  shall 
venture  to  repeat  tbe  observations  wbich  were  made  on  tbis 
subject  on  anotber  occasion : — *^  What  claims  con  a  vagrant 
piper  bave  to  tbe  remembrance  of  posterity  ?  Should  any 
one  be  so  contracted  as  querulously  to  ask  tbis  question,  I 
reply,  many ;  for  there  never  lived  a  human  being,  however 
obscure,  degraded,  and  comparatively  unimportant,  whose 
life,  if  faithfully  and  correctly  narrated,  would  not  furnish 
lessons  and  examples  eminently  conducive  to  tbe  extension 
of  knowledge  and  happiness. 

*^  That  profound  observer  of  men  and  manners,  Lord  Ba- 
con, prefers  biography  to  every  otber  species  of  historical 
eomj^osition,  because  it  exbibits  ^the  smaller  passages  and 


IV 

motions  of  men  and  manners;'*  and  the  celebrated  Dr.  John- 
son remarks,  that.  ^  the  mischievous  consequences  of  vice  and 
folly,  of  irregular  desires  and  predominant  passions,  axe  best 
discovered  by  those  relations  which  are  levelled  with  the 
general  surface  of  life.^ 

*^  But  the  moral  portrait  of  James  Allah  is  peculiarly  oati- 
tled  to  the  attention  of  mankind,  as  it  presents  such  a  variety 
of  curious  and  interesting .  features  as  must  prove  highly 
gratifying  to  persons  of  all  ages,  pursuits,  and  conditions  of 
life. 

**Here  the  philosopher  may  view  the  workings  of  the 
human  mind,  trace  the  power  of  external  objects,  and  the 
influence  of  early  habits,  in  generating  those  moral  motives 
which  constitute  character. 

<^The  moraUH  will  find  in  these  memoirs  a  oonvinciog 
proof  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  morality  in  order  to  pro^ 
duce  individual  happiness;  and  that  vice  and  foUy^  whatever 
seductive  forms  they  may  assume,  will  always  terminate  in 
disappointment  and  misery. 

*<  The  antiquary  will  find  repeated  notices  of  those  popu* 
lar  observances,  vulgar  errors,  and  ancient  customs,  wUch 
afford  the  best  elucidation  of  the  history  of  other  times} 
being  highly  illustrative  of  the  character  and  pursuits  of  our 
superstitious,  warlike,  and  turbulent  forefathers. 

*'  In  this  brief  history,  the  curious  will  be  amused  with  a 
lively  representation  of  an  interesting  class  of  people,  npt  yet 
wholly  extinct ;  and  in  whom  the  habits  of  a  vulgar,  erratic 
life,  and  a  disregard  of  the  laws  and  institutions  of  society, 
are  so  combined  with  many  excellent  qualities,  as  to  produce 
an  effect  striking  and  peculiar. 

^^  The  iwers  of  music  will  here  behold  repeated  testimonies 
ot  the  truth  of  our  divine  bard^s  eulogy  on  this  heavenly  art, 
and  that  it  does  indeed  possess  charms  calculated  ^  to  soothe 
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the  savage  breast^  The  complacent  reception  this  wandei^ 
ing  minstrel  experienced  in  the  most  wild  and  inhospitable 
regions^  evinces  that  the  love  of  music  is  an  instinct  subsist- 
ing in  our  natuK.  This  feeling  is  excellently  adapted  for 
soothing  the  cares,  and  augmenting  the  happiness  of  life; 
and  it  possesses  the  rare  felicity  of  combining  pleasure  and 
innocence,  which  are  too  often  at  variance. 

^^  Every  man,  in  short,  must  peruse  with  pleasure  and 
profit  the  history  of  a  man  who  was  so  rarely  endowed; 
whose  errors,  crimes,  and  misfortunes  were  so  numerous  and 
remarkable;  and  whose  fortitude,  courage,  and  sufferings 
would,  had  he  been  capable  of  recording  their  nature  and 
succession,  have  formed  one  of  the  most  useful  and  splendid 
exhibitions  of  human  exertions  ever  offered  tp^tho  attention 
of  mankind. 

'*  The  life  of  this  singular  character  has  all  the  air  of  a 
romance,  the  incidents  being  so  various  and  extraordinary ; 
but  the  relation  possesses  such  genuine  marks  of  authenticity 
as  must  satisfy  the  most  scrupulous.  Allan  was  extremely 
illiterate,  and  utteriy  incapable  of  perusing  the  narratives  of 
the  adventurous  voyager  and  the  curious  traveller,  much  less 
of  collecting  and  arranging  their  scattered  remarks  on  the 
mnners  and  customs  which  prevail  in  distant  and  unfra* 
quented  countries,  with  a  view  to  impose  upon  the  public* 
Yet  his  observations  in  China,  in  India,  in  Tartary,  and  in 
9ther  countries,  exactly  correspond  with  those  published  by 
the  most  learned,  accurate,  and  esteemed  travellers,  and 
afford  such  presumptive  and  internal  evidences  of  the  sub* 
stantial  veracity  of  this  history,  as  must  dissipate  the  most 
marvellous  and  obstinate  credulity. 

^*  Few  of  the  local  events  that  distinguished  the  chequered 
and  vagrant  life  of  Allan  rest  on  bis  own  authority  alone : 
they  are  known  to  numerous  and  respectable  living  witnesses. 


'The  shades  of  difference  that  may  distinguish  their  modes  of 
relation  are  inseparable  from  that  species  of  testimony.^ 

In  explanation  of  the  above,  it  is  necessary  to  observe  that 
many  of  the  occurrences  in  Allan^s  eventful  life  were,  at  diC- 
ferent  times,  related  by  himself  to  various  persons  in  the  confi- 
dence of  private  conversation ;  and  as  he  never  suspected  that 
his  words  would  be  penned,  much  less  published  to  the  world, 
his  vanity  was  the  less  likely  to  give  a  false  and  plaudble 
colouring  to  his  achievements.  He  could  have  no  ambition 
to  rival  Psalmanazer.  Indeed,  his  ignorance  of  letters  was 
so  great,  that  he  never  knew  the  alphabet ;  and  though  he 
was  occasionally  seen  in  company  perusing  the  newqiapers 
with  much  apparent  interest,  yet  he  never  ventured  upon 
this  exhibition  unlpss  he  had  firRt  noticed  the  fij^re  of  a 
horse,  a  cock,  or  a  house,  by  which  he  distinguished  the  top 
from  the  bottom  of  the  paper. 

'  It  is  a  curious  fact,  that  the  first  signature  of  his  present 
majesty  Greorge  the  Fourth,  when  Prince  Regent,  officially 
addressed  to  the  sheriff  of  Durham,  was  affixed  to  a  free 
pardon  for  James  Allan,  then  under  sentence  of  transporta- 
tion for  Hfe.  But  ere  this  merciful  document  arrived,  the 
aged  sufferer  bad  descended  into  the  tranquil  grave,  and  was 
thus  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  human  relief  and  of  royal 
clemency. 

The  memoirs  of  this  famous  piper  will  be  found  inter- 
spersed with  much  curious  information  respecting  the  Gipsy 
tribes,  whose  persons  have  always  been  objects  of  persecution^ 
instead  of  the  protection  of  the  laws.  It  is  calculated  that 
about  eight  hundred  ihousdtid  Gipsies  are  scattered  over  Eu- 
rope, of  which  number  eighteen  thousand  reside  in  England. 
A  people  so  numerous  and  so  singular  is  c^tainly  entitled  to 
general  attention ;  though  their  history,  their  condition^  and- 
their  habits,  are  only  very  imperfectiy  understood. 
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JAMES  ALLAN. 


CHAPTER  I. 

13ie  ABan  Funiljr-^Biitli  of  WflUam,  the  Father  of  Juaea— His  Fenon  and 
Pmiuits— Removes  to  Rothhuiy,  and  marries  a  Gipsy  Giri— Anecdotes  of  his 

.  seeonfl  Wife— His  Bogs  and  Success  in  Otter  Honting— Anecdote  of  Loid  Ra* 
smsworth-^Wia's  Seasch^fcr  his  Dog  Feachem**.Uis  Independence  and  Dislika 
of  soft  Beds— Made  Water-keeper  of  the  Coquet— His  Attachment  to  that  River 
—Excels  in  Vipe  Mnsic— His  Minstrel  Pride— His  last  Days— Dies  playing  a 
fiifioarite  Air— Poctiadly  dmaibtA  in  the  Lay  of  the  Reedwates  MinstnL 

J.  HE  namef  of  the  family  of  Allan  is  familiar  to 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the  north  of  England,  where 
the  recital  of  their  many  singular  exploits  continues 
to  excite  feelings  of  the  most  lively  interest.  Some 
have  doubted  whether  the  Allans  were  genuine 
Gipsies.  It  is  certain  that  they  displayed  all  the 
peculiarities  of  that  caste ;  but  whether  these  were 
acquired  by  adoption,  or  by  their  regular  descent 
from  the  original  stock,  is  unknown.  The  latter  is 
the  most  probable  opinion. 

William  Allan,  commonly  called  "  old  WuU^  the 
'father  of  James,  the  subject  of  these  memoirs,  was 
bom  in  1704^  at  Bellingham,  in  the  parish  of  Si« 
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monbum,*  in  the  west  of  Northumberland.  He 
was  a  man  of  much  rustic  shrewdness,  dry  wit,  and 
proud  independence.  Hating  the  unremitted  toils, 
and  despising  the  refined  comforts  of  civilized  life, 
he  loved  to  indulge  in  his  own  simple  feelings  of 
enjoyment,  and  to  resist  all  powers  but  those  of 
nature  and  of  necessity.  In  person  he  was  about 
six  feet  high«  raw-boned,  and  agile,  with  a  hardy, 
weather-beaten  coftiplexion.  He  became,  in  early 
life,  an  expert  and  skilful  player  on  the  bagpipes, 
which  endeared  him  to  his  Gipsy  associates,  and 
secured  him  the  warm  hospitality  of  the  merry  and 
spirited  inhabitants  of  North  Tindale.  When 
obliged  to  seek  shelter  from  the  storms  of  winter 
in  his  native  hut,  he  added  to  his  means  of  subsist- 
ence by  mending  pots  and  pans,  and  by  making 
spoons,  besoms,  and  baskets ;  but  when  the  season 
and  the  weather  permitted,  he  was  always  engaged 
in  travelling,  or  in  liis  favourite  employment,  .firii- 

*  This  wild^  romantic,  and  moontainous  parish,  wna  108  Hoiks 
.  in  circamferenee.  The  inhabitants^  who  were  divided  into  datiai 
were  idways  celebrated  for  their  bold,  adrdt,  predatory  exploits ; 
and  even  so  late  as  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  the  industrious  paid 
a  kind  of  protection  tribute  to  the  most  powerful  chiefs.  Maiif 
of  the  Incorporated  Companies  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  refosed 
to  take  a  native  of  Tindale  fbr  an  apprentice.  Bat  the  rebellion  iA 
1715  removed  the  m<tfe  daring  spirits  from  this  district.  A  bold 
and  desperate  outlaw^  commonly  called  Sir  William  Brown^  who 
was  hanged  at  Newcastle  in  1743^  was  the  last  distinguished  head 
of  the  Border  thieves  or  Moss-troopers.  Hareshaw  Common,  near 
Bellingham^  contains  above  7000  acres,  so  that  this  place  was  ex* 
eellexitly  well  adapted  for  the  rendesvous  of  wandering  vagabonds. 
In  181I>  Simonbum  parish  was  divided  into  five  distinct  rectories 
and  the  inhabitants  have  long  since  become  as  honest  and  nearly 
as  sedate  as  their  neighbours. 
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mg.  In  this  art  his  skill  and  dexterity  were  cote- 
fessedly  unrivalled.  This  attachment  to  fishing  was 
so .  strongly  displayed  in  all  the  members  of  his 
family,  that  a  gentleman  well  acquainted  with  their 
pursuits  once  observed,  **that  if  any  of  the  Allan 
family  were  dyings  the  very  mention  of  a  salmon 
would  bring  them  to  life  again." 

At  an  early  period  of  Will's  life,  he  and  his  bros- 
ther  James  left  the  place  of  their  nativity,  and  took 
up  their  station  in  the  romantic  wilds  of  Rothbury  .♦ 
Amongst  other  attractions  this  place  possessed,  it 
was  the  head  quarters  of  a  strong  gang  of  Gipsies. 
At  Swindon  were  several  houses,  formerly  occupied 
by  colliers;  but  on  the  working  6f  the  adjoining 
pit  being  abandoned,  the  workmen  removed,  and 
their  cottages  were  immediately  converted  into  a 
Gipsy  station.  Here  Will  and  his  pipes  were  en- 
gaged in  many  a  midnight  revel.  At  this  place 
he  married  a  fine  Gipsy  girl,  named  Bettys  who  bore 

*  Rothlmrjr  parisli,  ivlilch  <9ccupieei^a  centiut  ditnation  in  Korth^ 
umberland,  consists  partly  of  naked  rocks^  sterile  mountains, 
dreary  morasses,  and  bleak  heaths^  and  partly  6f  highly  caltivate  J 
landsiy  with  eztendive  and  fertile  haughs,  through  which — > 

" The  crystal  rivulet^  that  o'ei^ 

A  stony  channel  1*0118  iU  rapid  ntazCi 
Swarms  with  the  silrer  fry." 
In  fact,  the  Coquet  is  one  of  the  pleasantest  trout  streams  in 
England.  Previous  to  the  l/nion,  the  inhabitants  of  this  district, 
m  consequence  of  constant  feuds  and  alarms^  were  fierce,  daring, 
and  subtle ;  and  tvh^n  the  authority  of  law  began  to  operate,  \kef 
became  equally  famous  ftmr  poadiing>  drinking,  gambling,  and 
fighting.  Darii^  the  last  century,  these  habits  gradually  grew 
weaker ;  but  a  passionate  fondness  for  music  retained  all  its  an« 
dent  vigour.  Considering  all  these  circumstances,  Allan  shewed 
iatkQh  judgment  in  the  selection  of  his  residence*  - 
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several  difldren^  amongst  whom  was  tfie  extok^ 
ordinary  character,  that  ocQiapies  the  chief  place  in^ 
the  subsequent  pages  of  this  work.  Betty  died  in 
tiie  prime  of  life^  and  left  some  of  her  children  toD< 
young  and  helpless  to  dispense  with  a  mother^i- 
ease.  But  old  Will,  during  his  next  summer^s  exr 
eursion  into  Roxburghshire,  found  a  young  woman* 
who  readily  ccmsented  to  share  in  his  fortunes.  A 
fturge  party  of  the  Gipsy  community  witnessed  fM« 
contract;  and  four  Border  pipers  assisted,  by  the 
high  tone  of  their  music,  to  impart  cheerfulness  and 
mirth  to  the  scene. 

The  woman  whom  old  Allan  now  mamed  was 
the  daughter  of  a  Presbyterian  minister.  Though 
well  educated,  she  had  been  carefully  shut  out  from 
all  intercourse  with  the  world.  Her  inexperience;, 
and  the  insu£Perable  harshness  of  her  parents,  com- 
bined to  render  her  the  dupe  of  an  £nglish  officer 
residing  at  Kelsa  With  him  she  fled  to  the  enjoy* 
ment  of  riches,  honour,  and  happiness ;  but  her  gay 
seducer  soon  became  tired  and  disgusted  with  his- 
conquest,  and  abandoned  her  to  disgrace  and  po^ 
rerty.  From  the  south  of  England,  she  travelled 
to  seek  the  forgiveness  and  protection  of  her  pa-^ 
rents.  During  her  long  and  painful  journey,  she 
subsisted  on  casual  charity.  In  the  north  of  York* 
shire,  she  arrived  in  the  evening  at  a  large  farm- 
house, where  she  humbly  be^ed  for  shelter  and 
i^&eshmant  The  churlish  farmer  had  just  dis«^ 
mounted,  having  been  at  a  parish  meeting.  He 
ealled  her  a  Scotch  thief  and  vagabond,  and  threat* 
^ned  to  set  his  dogs  upon  her.  The  animals  either 
knew  their  master's  habits^  or  received  a  sign  of 
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<dbrtetion;  for  two  fierce  dogs  instanfly  attacked 
tier,  lacerated  her  legs,  and  would  have  endangered 
her  life,  had  not  a  man  come  out  of  the  stable  and 
called  them  6flP.  The  poor,  hunted,  desolate  gui 
regained  the  liigh  road,  and  travelled  on,  weary, 
hungry,  and  bleeding.  The  night  grew  dark, 
$beet$  of  lightning  illumined  the  heavens,  the  roH 
of  thunder  was  tremendous,  m^  the  rain  fdl  in 
torrents.  On  turning  a  comer  of  the  road^  she 
heard  voices  a&  if  coming  out  of  the  ^arth,  She 
fdl  sensdess  upcm  the  ground,  and,  on  reviving, 
found  herself  in  a  Gipsy  tent  An  old  woman 
Idndly  b^ged  that  she  would  dismiss  all  fear,  said 
lh«t  their  voices  had,  no  doulrt,  startled  lier,  but 
^tiM.  aft^' taking  some  refreshment  she  would  soon 
recover.  Th^  poor  unprotected  traveller  told  her 
aid  tale  of  woe  without  dis^gmse,  and  received  the 
^iympstiy  of  the  humane  strcdlers.  The  old  woman 
drewed  her  wounds,  and  took  her  into  her  own 
telBt,  wfaidoi  stood  parallel  with  the  larger  one« 
Next  ^dexy  she  was  d»miis$ed,  with  a  small  bagful  of 
meaX,  amongst  wMch  was  a  boiled  chicken.  From 
fhift  dreumstanee,  the  poor  unfortunate  conceived  9 
hi^  opinion  of  the  j^easures  oi  a  vagabond  life ; 
and  when  her  father  sternly  spumed  her  from  his 
door,  she  resolved  to  join  the  Gipsy  train.  At  this 
time,  old  Allan  met  her  at  Swinton,  in  Berwick^ 
ahke^  and  offered  her  his  hand^  which  she  gladly 
aooepted,  after  stipulating  that  their  mairiage  feast 
ahould  be  held  near  to  ha-  father'a  Manse,  which 
ahe  judged  to  be  a  just  revenge  for  the  unfeeling 
emelties  she  had  experienced  from  her  proud  and 
unnatural  parents.    She  never  afterwards  iqppeared 
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to  have  regretted  her  secession  from  respectafalie 
society.  ^  ' 

Old  Will  generally  kept  eight  or  ten  dogs;  but 
Charley,  Phtebe,  and  Peachem,  were  his  particular 
fevourites.  When  employed  to  kill  otters,  whidi 
he  could  perform  with  unexampled  dexterity,  these 
dogs  were  his  companions  and  assistants.  At  one 
time,  some  otters  threatened  to  destroy  all  the  fish 
in  the  pond  at  Eslington  Hall,  which  induced  Lord 
Ravensworth  to  send  for  old  Will.  Having  exe- 
cuted his  task  successfully,  his  lordship  sent  for  him 
into  the  parlour,  and  addressed  him  thus: — "lam 
much  obliged  to  you,  Mr.  Allan,  for  killing  the 
otters  that  were  in  my  waters ;  and  there  is  a  small 
present  (dropping  two  guineas  into  his  hat)  for 
your  trouble.''  Will,  whose  rough  independence 
destroyed  in  his  mind  all  distinction  of  rank,  shook 
the  guineas  in  his  hat,  and  looking  his  lordship 
earnestly  in  the  face,  exclaimed,  "By  the  wunsl* 
but  I  am  obliged  to  thee.**  He  then  retired  into 
the  kitchen,  where  he  enjoyed  the  good  cheer  of 
this  hospitable  mansion.  On  his  departure,  his 
lordship's  steward,  Mr.  Bell,  followed  him,  and 
offered,  in  his  lordship's  name,  to  buy  bis  ^dog 
Charley  at  his  own  price.  Will  turned  about  in 
the  most  disdainful  manner,  saying,  "  By  the  wuns  f 
his  hale  (whole)  estate  canna  buy  Charley." 

But  Peachem  was  Will's  greatest  favourite.  Such 
confidence  had  he  in  this  animal,  that  he  often  said, 
"When  my  Peachem  gies  month,  I  durst  always 


^  Wuns,  a  Tiilg$r  BOrtli-ooiuitry  e:(pression>  probably  derived 
hom  Qwtt  fpounds,  a  strong  and  common  oath  in  former  timea* 
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:$eU  the  otter's  skin.'*    At  one  time,  this  valuable 
dog  was  stolen.    After  the  first  paroxysm  of  the 
old  sportsman's  rage  had  subsided,  he  set  off  in  pur« 
suit  of  the  thief.     He  soon  obtained  some  informa- 
tion of  the  routie  he  had  taken,  which  added  wings 
to  Allan's  speed.    He  pursued  the  delinquent  to 
Stamfordham,  crossed  the  Tyne  at  Newbum,  heard 
oi  him  again  at  Tanfieldj  and  next  at  Witton-Gil- 
bert,  where  all  further  trace  was  lost.    However, 
he  proceeded  to  Durham,  where  his  wild  and  sin- 
gular aspect,  his  jaded  appearance,  and  his  eager 
enquiries  after  Peaehem,  attracted  the  general  no- 
tice   of    the    inhabitants    of    that    gossiping    city. 
When  just  sinking  with  fatigue,  he  began  to  look 
for  a  house  where  he  might  be  entertained ;  when, 
2o !  Peachem,  darting  through  a  glass  window,  fell 
at   his   feet      Delighted   beyond   expression,    he 
pressed  his  canine  friend  to  his  bosom ;  and,  forget- 
ting both  hunger  and  fatigue,  he  instantly  com- 
menced his  journey  homewards. 

Lord  Ravensworth,  on  one  occasion,  resolved  to 
amuse  a  party  of  his  visitors  with  otter-hunting, 
and,  to  add  to  the  diversion,  sent  for  old  Will  and 
his  dogs.  The  company  set  out  together  on  the 
appointed  morning;  but  WiU  assumed  the  com- 
mand, and  gave  directions  to  each  one  how  to  act. 
After  spending  some  time  in  reconnoitring,  he  re- 
quested his  lordship  to  watch  on  the  bank,  near  a 
shallow  pait  of  the  stream,  and  to  prevent  the  otter 
'  from  passing.  The  otter,  however,  passed  unno- 
ticed, when  Will  hurried  forward,  exclaiming  vio- 
lently against  his  lordship's  negligence;  but  the 
latter  defended  himself  by  insisting  that  the  otter 
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could  not  have  passed  without  his  perceiving  it. 
This  roused  WUl's  indignation  to  the  highest  pitch, 
and«  without  regarding  rank  or  drcumstanoes,  he 
exclaimed^  '^  The  deil  tak  the  liars  between  Ufi ;  I'll 
believe  my  bitch  Phadfe  sooner  than  any  o'  ye.** 

His  lordship  possessed  too  much  good  sense  to 
xesent  the  freedoms  of  a  blunt  and  independent 
brother  sportsman^  and,  after  the  fatigues  of  the 
day,  ordered  his  servants  to  make  old  Will  as  com« 
fortable  as  possible.  AUan,  who  was  fond  <^  good 
living,  enjoyed  the  hoi^itaHty  of  his  host,  and  at 
night  was  conducted  into  a  neat  bed-room.  Next 
morning,  he  resumed  the  spcnrt  in  a  very  languid 
manner ;  and  when  asked  by  his  lordship  if  he  fett; 
unwell,  he  replied^  scratching  his  bead^  '*I  likes 
ihee  living  weel  eneugh,  but  dinna  like  tbee  bedi^ 
o»  which  I  could  na  sleep  a.  wink.  They  ptit  19^^ 
amang  some  things  they  ca'  sheets,  where  I  eojuUL 
get  nae  foot-baud  (foot^bold]^  but  slid,  and  did,  and 
tossed  about,  just  iv  a'  the  waiid  a£  the'  i  had  hem 
thmwB  in  to  sleep  amang  sahsncm."  The  company 
laughed  heartily  at  his  distress ;  and  at  night  a  little 
straw  and  a  rug  were  laid  down  behind  the  faaU 
deor»  where  old  WUl  slept,  according  to  his  own 
expresskm^  ''as  sound  and  as  comfortable  as  at 
home.'' 

JDuring  many  yeais.  Will  held  the  office  e£ 
water-keeper  of  the  Coquet.  The  late  Mr.  Potior*. 
SQX^  of  Warkworth,  ^suspecting  that  his  servuits 
neglected  their  duly,  went  up  the  river  himself,  in 
order,  if  possible,  to  diacover  the  deliAf  uents.*-^ 
Above  Rothbury  he  espied  old  Will,  and  advancing 
under  caver,  peimved  ium  Mst^ing  isahnon.    Wil^ 


on  turning  round,  saw  Mr.  Patterson,  and  hastily 
eoncealed  his  lister  (a  sharp  prong  or  trident  for 
spearing  salmon)  in  a  whin  bush ;  but  that  gentle- 
man, walkii^  forward,  pulled  it  out  of  the  huA, 
and  told  WiU  in  an  angry  tone  that  he  would  not 
thus  be  imposed  uponv  Will,  displeased  at  being 
discovered,  and  enraged  at  losing  his  lister,  flew  to 
another  bush,  and  taking  out  a  gun,  presented  it 
towards  Mr.  Patterson,  saying,  with  much  firmness^ 
•*  If  ye  dinna  lay  down  my  iron,  I'll  pop  an  earths 
nut  through  ye."*  On  this,  Mr.  Patterson  threw 
down  the  lister,  and  afterwards  generously  forgave 
Will  the  offence. 

Will's  attachment  to  the  river  Coquet  was  un- 
bound^ ;  and  when  old  age  rendered  him  unfit  for 

*  It  innflt  not  be  inferred,  from  this  circumstance,  that  old  Wil] 
was  peculiarly  fierce  and  reekless ;  for  the  inhabitants  of  this  dis- 
Irict,  as  before  observed,,  had  Imig  despised  the  laws,  and  spurned 
at  every  spedes  of  control;  and  even  in  Allan's  day%  thej 
were  rude  and  unaubdned.  The  feUowing  anecdote,  fnm  the 
"Border  Tour/'  relates  to  a  still  more  recent  period: — ^^'Tb^ 
viver  Coquet,  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Bothbury, 
at  a  place  caOed  '  The  Pirn,'  forces  itself  through  a  freestone 
fodc,  in  a  gullet  ef  about  40  feet  long,  and  not  more  than; 
f  ve  wide.  The  stream  is  consequently  both  deep  awl  npid« 
vushing  onward  with  tremendous  velocity.  'One  nighc'  said 
an  inhabitant  of  Rothbury,  '  about  a  dozen  of  us  ware  at  work 
listering  salmon,  and  fine  sport  we  had,  when  word  was  brought 
to  us  that  the  water-bailfie  was  coming  up  the  Coquet.  Lei  him 
cMie,  said  we,  all  at  oooe,  and  he  thalk  he  iosttd  itUa  ii  I  Lock* 
lessly  we  did  not  fall  in  with  him — I  should  have  Uked  sq  well  to 
have  seen  him  go  sounding  through  the  Pirn!'  And  this  waf 
spoken  as  recklessly  as  though  he  had  been  speaking  of  the  drown<» 
ing  of  a  supernumerary  blind  kitten."  The  proper  name  of  the 
iontnieted  passage  here  spoken  of  is  the  nmm^  where,  even  XB 
dry  summers,  the  water  is  12  feet  deep. 
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his  annual  roaming  circuit,  he  seldom  lost  view  of^ 
his  favourite  stream.  Aasodated  with  this  fine 
water  was  the  delightful  idea  of  catching  salmon ; 
and  so  ahsorhed  were  his  thoughts  with  this  sub^ 
ject,  that  it  imparted  a  peculiar  tone  to  his  music/ 
He  composed  two  popular  tunes,  "  We^ll  a'  to  ike 
Coquet  and  woo,^'  and  ^  Sidmon4ails  up  the  Water^ 
which  he  always  {^yed  with  the  highest  enthusi-i 
asm.    It  might  very  justly  be  said  of  old  AUan, — - . 

"  No  paltry  vagrant  piper-«arle  ir  He, 

Whose  base-bribed  drone  whiffs  out  its  wind  ihr  hire,^ 
Who,  having  stroU'd  all  day  for  penny-fee. 

Couches  at  night  with  oxen  in  the  byre." 

On  the  contrary,  he  often  played  for  his  oivn  gf^ti-r 
fication,  or  to  please  a  casual  visitor.  If,  however,- 
Ids  music  seemed  to  be  despised,  he  never  could 
forgive  the  affront.  At  one  time.  Will  attended 
the  harvest-home  feast  at  Mn  Donkin's,  of  Great 
Tosson;  but  that  gentleman,  who  neither  liked 
Will  nor  his  noisy  instrument,  refused  to  let  him 
play.  The  indignant  musician  retired;  and  many 
years  afterwards,  on  se^ng  Mr.  Donkin's  son  at  a 
horse-race,  he  held  up  the  skin  of  an  otter  he  had 
just  caught,  saying,  '•  There,  gae  hame,  and  tett 
thee  mither  this  is  worth  twa  kirn-suppers/* 

Will,  Uke  all  the  Gipsy  tribe,  had  a  strong  aver^ 
sion  to  any  kind  of  regular  employment  Mr^ 
Ward,  a  neighbouring  farm^,  applied  to  hinr,  du- 
ring a  high  wind,  to  assist  in  cutting  some  wheat  J 
but  Will,  with  his  usual  sternness,  replied,  **  Na,  by 
th^  wuna !  ye  should  saw  (sow)  nae .  mair  than  ye 
can  shear.    I'll  help  nane  o'  ye." 


i 

r 
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WilTs  pride  as  a  piper  also  generated  strong  feel* 
11^  of  disdain  for  those  employed  in  mechanical 
pursuits.  Hearing  that  his  brother  James,  who  re- 
sided at  Holystone,  had.apprenticed  one  of ',fais  sons 
•to  a  weaver,  be  felt  as  much  indignation  at  the  slur 
thus  cast  upon  his  family  as  if  he  liad  been  the  fa- 
mous Rob  Roy  himself.  Hastening  to  Holystone, 
he  overwhelmed  liis  brother  *wifh  the  most  Solent, 
.abuse,  and  dien,  ^darting  out  of  the  house,  flew  to 
the  weavei^s  shop,  and  Sizing  his  Jiephew  by  the 
•neck,  dn^ged  him  out  of  the  loom»  while  he  loaded 
!ldm  uid  1^  Jais  servile  coBnexIoiis  with  loud  4Uid 
hitter  curses^ 

This  haa^rty  TRUffliclan  lired  wdl;  but  the  fui^ 
Biture  of  bis  humble  cottage  was  scanty  and  mise-^ 
lable.  A  Jarge  kind  of  thiveJegged  stools  of  great 
ihkknessy  was  his  favourite  seat;  imd  when  com^ 
"pany  eame  to  listen  to  his  mudc,  it  served  as  a 
tabk  for  the  flovraig  bowl  The  other  parts  of  his 
household  goods  consisted  of  isome  stools,  and  a  few 
articles  for  cooking ;  tibkers'  and  coopers^  tools  or^ 
lamented  the  walls,  with  the  skins  of  a  stuffed  otter 
and  a  favourite  dc^  suspended  from  the  roof — and 
not  less  than  ten  doga»  besides  galloways  and  asses, 
oceupied  one  half  o^  this  singular,  but  happy  dweU 
^g.  When  be  re»ded  kt  a  cottage  at  Pauper* 
haugh  on  the  Coquet,  a  gentl^naEu,  who  was 
overtaken  by  a  violent  ibinvder-storm,  gaik^ped  foiu 
wards  to  seek  shelter  under  his  roof*  t)n  entering, 
the  gentleman  was  astonished  to  find  the  rain  de- 
Bcendang  nearly  as  freely  witihin  the  hottse  as  with- 
<mt ;.  and,  on  asking  Wil!  why  he  did  not  get  hitf 
loof  mended^  he  replied,  witik  great  indiffeiencc^ 
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'•  Indeed,  sir,  in  a  fine  day,  my  house  does  na  want 
mending ;  aiid  on  sic  a  day  as  this,  it  does  na  suit^ 
me  to  mend  it.^  The  gentleman  instantly  re* 
mounted  his  horse,  leaving  Will  to  enjoy  the  com-- 
forts  of  his  hut.  After  this,  Will  removed  to  the 
Woodhouses,  Mid  finally  to  Witton. 

Allan,  during  the  last  few  years  of  his  life,  tsel-^ 
dom  went  far  from  home,  and  the  debilitating 
effects  of  old  age  became  visible ;  yet,  by  his  hu- 
mour and  his  music,  he  continued  to  be  the  life  and 
soul  of  every  merry  meeting  he  attended.  Even 
when  compelled  to  continue  in  bed,  he  laughed  and 
joked  as  usual,  Jf  he  had  any  reUgious  notions, 
they  must  have  been  of  a  gross  and  strange  descrip* 
tion.  Before  his  death,  a  pious  n^ghbour  addressed 
him  thus : — **  Now,  AVill,  you  are  going  to  pay  the 
debt  of  nature.**—"  What's'  that,  Jean  ?''  asked  he, 
with  great  impatience. — ^**Why,  you  are  going,** 
she  replied,  '*  into  eternity.''  When  he  exdaimed, 
**  By  G-d !  ril  get  foul  play  then,  to  dee  brfore  my 
bully,*  wha's  ten  years  aulder.^'  Other  nei^bours 
came  in,  and  began  to  expatiate  on  the  awful  con« 
flequences  of  dying  without  repentance,  when  rais« 
ing  himself  up  in  the  bed,  he  peevishly  exclaimed, 
**  Psha !  gie  me  my  pipes,  and  Til  play  ye  Darrinff- 
ton  Lauds  yet.*'  And  when  his  request  was  complied 
vnth,  the  dying  minstrel  exhausted  his  last  bi^ath 
hi  attempting  to  play  his  favourite  strain. 


^  ByJH^  is  »  Northumberliind  word^  used  to  designate  a  brothfir^ 
^  6ti%  Zw^y  buU^  Jem,  &c.  Its  use  is  now  mostly  confined  to 
pitmen  and  keelmen.  The  term  is  probably  d^riyed  from  th^  ob« 
pplete  word  botdie,  belored* 
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I'hus  died  old  Will  Allan,  on  February  18, 1779,- 
aged  75  years.  He  was  buried  in  Rothbury 
church-yard.  Mrr  Joseph  Coxon,  of  Reedwater, 
employed  a  mason  to  prepare  a  grave-stone  to  his 
miMSkery  \  bat  they  both  died  befoie  it  wa&  finished. 
'Mf.JEUixh%  in  his  '*Lay  of  the  Reedwater  Min- 
strel,'' has  given  the  following  poetic  and  character*' 
istic  descriptioti  6f  poor  Will : — ' 


''A  Btalwart*  tinkler  wigtit  was  he, 
And  weel  could  mend  a  pot  or  pany 

An'  deftly  Wulf  cotild  thraiv  a  flee, 
Ab^>  neatly  weare  tlM  i^Dow  itaa'* 

''An'  Bwectly  ^rild  were  AllaH'tf  atraiitf; 

An'  m^ony  a  reel  and  jig  ke  blew ; 
Wi'  meny  lilts  he  Ghartn'd  the.  swains^ 

Wi'  barbed  spear  the  otter  slew. 

^'  Nae  ttaif  he'U  scfOi  wf  amciootf  eye 
The  sandy  shores  of  winding  Reed; 

Nae  mair  he'll  tempt  the  finny  fry^ 
The  King  o'  Tinklers,  Allan's  dead  I 

''Nae  Inabr  at  Mellot  Merry  Nighty 
The  cheering  bagpipes  Wull  shall  blsw  i 

Nae  nudr  the  village  throng  delight^ 
Grua  death  has.  laid  the  Minstrel  law* 

*Now  trouth  e^dlting  tttt  the'  wAve, 
Triutnphant  see  the  otter  glide ; 

Itfeir  deadly'  foe  lies,  in  the  grave, 
Charl^  dni  Phcebe  by  his  side/' 


^ 


'  Slahnri,  lUrnt,  Mrong,  iuie,^^BrockeWi  Glouaryj 


J 
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CHAPTER  IT. 

.  Jtth  oir  Jtnn  Aflttt-Hii  HMdiMK»d.^UtM^-4l^«ibrT4iit|fi 

COBfincineiU  ^  SdHwl-i^Foiid  oF  listmU^  aqd  ^roel  3pottp--&(Hp9rMlf  In  iiMr^ 
tic  Exercifct-— Bfioomes  an  Adept  in  lliievio^— Detectid  by  »  Fanner— LcMa»- 
to  play  o»  thd  Bagpipw— Made  a  |»Whgad  MtmwL 

JL  HE  no€(Mibus  und  enterprising  Jame^  Allair  way 
the  youngest  but  one  of  old  Will's  six  childien*^ 
He  waS'  bom.  at  ^eppl^  i^^^  !Hothbury,  in  March,* 
1784.  Though  lihe  Gipsies  pvofess  n^  particular 
religious  ereed*  yet  th^y  arlw^ys  observe  the  leading: 
church  ceremonials  of  the  pecyple  wliMe  country^ 
tiiey  inhabit..  When*  ^is  is  inconvenient,  they 
give  themselves  no  trouble  on  the  subject^,  and  v«y 
readily  dispense  with  the  xites  of  maniie^e;  but- 
baptism  is,  geHeraMy  speaking,  an  exeeptipn.*    The 


*  The  Oipves  «re-eztreniely  Mipentitioiis.    Thejr  carefnllj  b<m- 
tioe  the  formation  of  cfeada,  the  flight  of  partionlar  birda»  and  ther 
toond  of  the  winda,  before  attempiting  anf  enterprtae ;  and  will 
torn  back  for  several;  sBceeaatTe  days  with  their-  iMided  earti,  asies, 
and  children^  upon  neelit^  with  peiwms  wliein  they  oonaiderof 
milacky  aspect.    They  h^ir^  vnK  general  sentimentfr  qf  religion, 
being  Mnamlmen  iir  Twr^QJ  w^  ChristiAiv  io  £{urope.    They- 
consider  it  nalucky  to  have  a^  uochristened  ehild ;  a^^  this  is  the^ 
only  Christian  rite  tl^  (Asierve.    M^n^  of  them  suppose  that 
after  death  they  will  resume  a  corporeal  body.    This  gross  idea 
seems  to  have  b^en  entiertained  by  a  Gipsy  vnder  sentence  of  death 
In  Edinborgh,  who,  the  night  before  his  execution,  requested  t» 
be  shaven,  dbseeving,  tiiat  odierwiae  he  would  neither  be  fit  to* 
appear  before  men  nor  God. 

According  to  the  old  popular  superstitions  of  this  country,  Fai-* 
rUs  oft  change  their  weakly  and  starveling  elves,  or  children,  for 
the  more  robust  eApring  of  men.    But  this  can  be  only  done  be« 
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Irero  of  this  work  was  baptised  1^  the  Rev.  DanidE 
Salkeld,  in  the  parish^hiuch  of  Bodilnuy,  on  the 
!|il8t  of  April,  1784.*  Feriiapfl  the  pleaswe  of  the 
feast,  b;^  which  sudb  oocasioiiH  are  aotemnixed,  ope* 
otes  as  anr  additioiial  motive  for  perfinning  this  aet 
pi  reH^Q. 

In  infancy,  James  was  aocustomed  to  the  moat 
hardy  treatment.  Unencumbered  with  supenfluoua 
dotliing,  he  waa  inured  to  the  wintet  Ubst.  By 
constant  and  vigorons  exeyds^  he  soon  became  un^ 
lAvalled  in  athletic  featSv  Hi&  fleetness  could  not 
he  sarpaaned;  and  it  might  truly  be  said  that  he 
was  ^hardy  as  the  Highland  heather,  and  swift  as 
the  mountain  roe.**  Being  naturally  agile,  and  poo* 
sessing  uncrafimon  elasticity  and  pky  in  his  Timhs 
and  mpscles,  he  could  spring  over  fences,  gates^  ami 
walls,  with  admirable  ease  and  freedom.    By  ac*  * 

companying  hi»  father  in  his  fishing  excuraioiisv  he 
eariy  imbibed  a  fondness  for  aquatic  sports.    Freoa  I 

his  natund  fearlessness  and  great  activity,  he  sooft 
Ibecame  an  extraordinary  adept  in  swimming;  nor 
was  he  less  skilful  as  a  diver,  and  strangers  fre- 
quently threw  money  inta  the  water,  in  order  to 
witness  tii^  dexterity  with  which  be  coakt  desoend  ^ 

to  the  bottom  and  bring  it  up.    In  ritort,  his 


'flrsbapliBiii;  ibr  wMdkTCa80»  it  is  stiff  the  cmlsw,  iatlie  H^^ 
ftmds,  to  wofedi  by  ^e  cradle  of  infiiftts  most  assiduovrfjr  ffll  tiiq^ 
are  ehristaied.  Gl^lkben  so  dteaged  are  said  to  havo  been  kept 
ftr  wfea  yoarv:  bst  tliero  are  Tarions  ways  of  dkoofvriiig  wInk 
Iter  a  diild  bdoi^  to  the  Fairies  or  not.  It  is  psobsUe  Iftat  Ilia 
ttpsies  have  kobibed  dii»  northern  superstitioBv 

*  Vm  Rotlibwr  FunOt  Rmster. 
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tudes  were  sucb,  that  he  appeared  to  parficij^te  ui 
the  nature  of  the  amphibious  tribes. 

Iti  early  youtibf,  James  was  deemed  porticulaiiy 
handsome^  while  he  displayed  the  most  acute  and 
inventive  gemus^  Bven  hi»  rough  father  was  fire« 
quently  enraptured  with  the  quickness^  the  fire^ 
and  the  vivacity  he  displayed.  But  his  bJ-Uliant 
jcapacity  was  soon  prostituted  to  invent  and  execute 
acts  of.  cunning  and  dissimulation.  Being  placed 
in  circumstances  unfavourable  to  the  acquisition  of 
habits  of  order,  subordination,  and  virtue,  all  the 
early  imd  {nx>pitious  omen^  of  celebrity  and  useful* 
ness  which  he  displayed  ehded  in  ocmiplete  disap* 
.poiptment. 

.    James'  step-mother,  having  received  a  toleraUe 
good  educatioh,  soon  learned  tlie  Gipsy  language,* 

*  The  Gipsies  very  seldom  interxif any  ont  of  tlieir  own  tri6e'; 
Imt  whenever  such  an  instance  Happens,  the  Qipaj,  whether  male 
or  female^  always  induces  the  stranger  to  adc^t  the  manners  of 
.the  coh>ny.  The  progeny  of  such  alliances  have  almost  universallf 
the  tawney  complexion  and  fine  black  eyes  of  the  Gipsy  parent, 
whether  male  or  female.  The  caxit  of  gibberis)^  givezr  in  the  Life 
Aad  Adventures  of  Bampfylde'  Moore  Garew  as  the  genuine  Ian** 
jgOBigp  of  the  Gipsiesy  is  a  gross  imposition  upon  the  pablicj  as  wiH 
.WproTed  hereafber. 

The  existence  of  the  Gipsy  race  in  £urope  is  a  rerj  «?gp1ar 
phenomenon.  In  1414^  this  strange  people  came  from  Moldavia 
jmd  Walladiia  into  Hongary,  where  they  were  called  Phanahfm 
People,  and  obtained  a  passport  from  the  Emperor  Sigismund- 
They  soon  after  spread  over  Poland  and  Germany.  In  the  latter 
.eoontry  they  were  called  Zigeunjers,  or  wanderers.  They  entered 
JLtaly  in  1422 ;  and  a  horde  consisting  of  100  men  went  to  Rome 
to  visit  the  Pope.  In  1427>  they  reached  Paris^  under  the  cpm* 
mand  of  a  Duke^  and  were  called  Bohemians,  as  the  French  first 
hewd  of  them  in  that  country*    In  Denmark  and  Sweden  thef 
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which  sfie  taught  the  ehUdren.    In  English,  she 
aIso  expressed  herself  with  a  correctness  and  fluency  , 
lar  above  the  ^odety  to  which  she  bad  become  at* 

wert  called  Tartars,  and  hi  Holland  Heydetu,  or  Heatheu.' 
Tbej  fint  appeared  in- England  in  1513«  and  were  called  Gipsies, 
SB  the  peq>le  apprehended  they  were  natirea  of  Hgypt*  In  1548^. 
iBaptist  Fawe,  Apaye  Fawe,  and  George  Fawe,  three  Egyptians, 
were  accused  before  four  justices  ef  the  peace^  in  the  county  of 
Durham,  of  haying  counterfeited  his  majesty's  seal.  Li  1554,' 
Queen  Mary  of  Scotland  pardoned  John  Faip,  Lord  and  Earl  of 
Upper  Egypt,  for  the  murder  of  Numan  Small;  and  in  1594> 
James  VI.  ordered  his  subjects  to  aid  Jc^  Faw  in  returning, 
home. 

The  Gipsies  first  appeared  \n  Snrope  under  the  pretext  of  being 
pilgrims,  upon  whom  the  Pope  had  imposed  seven  years*  pe« 
nance  to  wander  over  the  world,  for  having  reneitnoed  Christianity 
when  the  Saracens  conquered  Egypt,  their  native  country.  This 
story  was  weU  suited  to  the  superstition  and  ignorance  of  the  age. 
When  the  stated  period  had  expired,  the  Gipsies  represented  thstf 
tiieir  return  home  was  prevented  by  soldiers  stationed  to  intercept 
them.  This,  imposition  in  a  lew  years  was  detected ;  and  instead 
of  being  considered  holy  pilgrims,  they  were  despised  as  the  refuse 
of  humanity.  In  1492,  King  Ferdinand  published  an  ediol  Ibr 
their  total  extermination.  Charles  V.  and  Philip  II.  perseeated 
them  with  the  utmost  severity.  Francis  I.  in  1561,  ordered  ihenl 
to  be  expelled  from  France  with  fire  and  swofd«  They  were  also 
banished  from  Italy  in  1572,  and  chased  beyond  the  Venetiao  ter« 
Titories.  In  1662,  they  were  driven  out  of  Sweden.  In  Denmark 
every  magistrate  was  enjoined' to  take  them  into  custody.  Between 
l^e  years  1500  and  1577>  various  edicts  were  issued  in  Gemanj 
I  and  the  Netherlands,  excluding  the  GKpsies  under  pain  of  death: 

By  the  22d  and  27th  Henry  VIII.  they  are  ordered  to  be  OKpelled 
the  realm  of  England  as  "  thieves  and  rascals."    The  5th  Eliaabetk 
\  made  it  felony  without  benefit  of  clergy  having  fellowship  with 

I  Gipsies  for  one  month.     Such  was  the  severity  of  the  law  against 

tihis  race,  that  13  gipsies  were  executed  at  one  Suffolk  assiie.  In 
1579,  Gipsies  in  Scotland  were  ordered,  by  a  special  statute,  to  be 
Imprisoned^  to  have  their  ears  niiiled  to  a  tree  and  tiien  cut  ofl^ 


tadied:  Adbiiritig  the  propriety  and  rickneis  d^ 
hffr  luagMagd,  James  became  an  attentive  imitatot»; 
From  this  citcumstanoe»  it  was  geaaenXfy  inferred 
by  strangers  that  he  was  well  educated.  Once,  in- 
deed, his  father,  who  felt  flattered  with  the  hi^ 
^iGomiams  so  frequently  passed  on  bis  soif »  capc« 
dty,  placed  him  under  the  tuition  oi  the  hjbe  Rei^v 
Mr.  Cttiphant,  father  of  the  present  respectable 
curate  of  Longhorsley*  A  neighbouring  gentle* 
man  was  so  pleased  with  this  instanoe  of  parentai 
duty  in  old  WiU,  timt  he  vcdunteered  to  pay  all  the 
school  charges.  But  young  Allan  soon  fotind  llie 
confinement  intolerably  irksome,  nor  could  he  per- 
ceive how  learning  could  be  useful  to  him.  Hi& 
iathar^  he  knew,  could  neitlier  read  nor  write;  yet 


h^  bQ  taniilMrf  tW  comBtBf,  taatig  if  tftkea  agus,  to  be  fcmigpt 
Bal  these  km  wer*  te»  bacbvo««  to  bft  luUy  exeeiitod,  uidtli^ 
G^^iMi  (aoKliaited  to  "  iaereaae  and  aidiiplj." 

It  w  DOW  agreed  by  ihe  meat  leavaad  wnters^  tbat  the  Otpaie^ 
401  aativea  ef  Hiadeataa.  They  appear  to  ho^e  belaaged  to  tha 
loiftat  ebas  of  Iadiia8>  ciJled  SMdan  or  Pariar^i  aad  are  aappoMd 
tohaw  eatigrated  fsem  thfr  ladies  diiniig  the  panic  oocaBiaaed  faf 
iihe  dieftdfttl  ravagiea  of  Timoi  Beg  in  India  in  the  yeara  140&  an4 
MOa.--aeeXhifireflBe'a  GtoaMry,  V.  Egyptiaci— Asiatie  Beaeardhes, 
toL  Tii.  p.  47(K-43v  W.  Jam'  Ocdinaaeea  of  Menn,  p.  610— Av- 
A wiTngia,  ^dL  tii,  p.  38a--«i  T.  Biown'a  Vnlgap  Efraia>.  p,  28?-^ 
Chdtew'a  Diaaevt — Twiaa'  Tiavela  in  Spun,  p.  179— £.  JX 
Ghivke'^  Thrrek  in  Rnaaii^  d^xYin.  p.44a-.BeU'a  Tsayehi^  voL 
K.  p.  157— Peaod»'a  Travda  in  the  Eaat,  md.  ii  p.  9Q7— WcnaUTa 
Biat.  of  Fcanoi^  vol.  ii  p.  32— Lodge's  lUoat.  of  Bnfe.  Hist  voLk 
f.  135— Hmbian  KSS.  il^it.  Mns*  No.  S6i-Sinclai«'a  8tat.  Aoou 
fltf  8eotlaiid>  vol.  ii.  p.  134--JkIa]coDi'a  Anecdotea,  p.SSO-^Bcand'i 
K»p..  Amiq.  veL  ii  p.  433— Sir  F.  Eden'a  atate  of  Poor,  ToLLp^ 
14»-Hoykad'a  Hiat  View  ef  Gipaiea-Slaakvood'a  Mag.  vtU 
fi.  iiUp^Skiat.  Obaerrc  vol.  til.  p*  91  et  aeq. 
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Tiis  stories  were  better  than  those  of  the  school- 
master. He  therefore  frequently  played  the  truant, 
and  in  school  passed  his  time  in  plotting  some  kind 
of  mischief.  The  schoolmaster  complained;  but 
old  Will  secretly  admired  his  son's  spirit,  and  did 
wonder  that  he  could  not  be  troubled  with  tho^e 
little  niddle-noddling  things,  as  he  called  the  letters. 
All  attempts  to  persevere  in  the  education  of  young 
Allan  were  therefore  soon  abandoned. 

Being  again  exempted  from  every  species  of  re- 
straint, James  resumed  his  boyish  sports  with  in- 
creased zest.  When  at  home,  his  only  employment 
was  to  herd  two  or  three  asses,  which  left  him  suffi- 
cient  leisure  to  join  in  all  the  pastimes  of  his.joyous 
companions.  Unfortunately,  he  acquired  ;a '  taste 
for  cruel  sports.  Insects,  various  animals,  but  par- 
ticularly cats,  were  the  victims  of  his  barbarity. 
These  wantoa  and  malignant  pursuits,  no  doubt, 
generated  that  absence  of  compassionate  feeling  so 
observable  in  his  future  career. 

As  Allan  grew  up,  he  became  an  object  of  pecu- 
liar regard  amongst  the  strong,  hardy,  arid  resolute 
inhabitants  of  his  native  district..  Challenges  were 
occasionally  given,  and  matches  ari:anged  on  hia 
abilities.  He, '  however,  generally  '  bore  away  the 
palm  of  victory  from .  competitors  much  his  supe- 
riors in  strength.  At  last,  few  durst  encounter 
Allan  in  jumping,  leaping,  running,  and  wrestling. 
To  him  the  ambitious  looked  up  with  envy,  and 
the  humble  with  admiration.  Elated  with  vanity, 
be  became  haughty  and  quarrelsome,  which  some- 
times prociu-ed  him  a  hearty  drubbing ;  for,  though 
strong,  active,  and  skilful,  he  wanted  firmness  and 

3  D 
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coun^e,  and  generally^  in  an  extremity^  endea^ 
youred,  like  most  Gipsies,  to  elude  the  vengeance 
of  the  injured  by  cunning  and  address. 

AUan  early  began  to  thieve  in  a  small  way.  At 
first,  his  depredations  did  not  extend  beyond  the 
robbery  of  the  gardens  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Sometimes  he  accompanied  his  father  to  an  adjoin- 
ing pigeon-house,  where  only  a  few  birds  were 
taken*  at  a  time ;  for  old  Allan  observed  the  Gipsy 
maxim  of  never  seriously  plundering  a  friend  or  a 
neighbour.  But  when  Gipsies  from  other  parts 
visited  Kothbury  in  the  course  of  their  peregrina- 
tions, and  stole  a  sheep  or  a  lamb,  he  always  Joined 
without  scruple  in  feasting  upon  the  booty.  In- 
deed, his  prudence  was  such,  that  he  never  was 
taken  into  custody  diuing  the  whole  course  of  his 
long  life.  James,  however,  despised  his  father's 
timidity,  and,  entering  upon  his  predatory  exploit^ 
with,  great  spirit,  was  soon  distinguished  for  supe- 
rior expertness  and  daring.  All  the  hens,  ducks^ 
and  geese  within  his  reach,  he  deemed  his  lawful 
prey ;  and  whenever  a  Gipsy  camp  was  in  want, 
young  Jemmy  was  sent  out  to  forage.  In  his 
plundering  pursuits,  he  did  not  even  respect  his 
companions  of  the  vagrant  race ;  for  when  a  party 
went  out  to  make  heather  besoms,  he  always  con- 
trived to  elude  working ;  but  by  pilfering  from  the 
other  boys,  he  generally  became  possessed  of  double 
the  quantity  of  the  most  industrious. 

Notwithstanding  all  his  caution  and  cunning,  he 
did  not  always  escape  detection.  On  one  occasion^ 
he  wandered  a  considerable  distance  in  search  of  a 
ijonvenient  hen-roost ;  and  having  cut  ofl^  the  head& 
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of  six  hens  and  two  ducks,  he  put  them  into  his 
bag,  and  then  hastened  to  return.  Being  then  only- 
ten  yeiars  of  age,  he  soon  became  tired  with  the  ex- 
ertion he  had  used;  and,  sitting  down  near  the 
dawn  of  day  in  a  wood  to  rest  himself,  he  fell 
sound  asleep.  The  farmer  who  had  been  robbed 
had  traced  the  plunderer's  footsteps  down  a  lane, 
and  aci*oss  a  ploughed  field,  and  was  now  passing 
through  the  wood  in  pursuit,  when  he  espied  the 
"bag  containing  his  fowls.  But  seeing  so  young  a 
•delinquent,  he  could  not  think  of  either  confining 
or  chastising  him;  while  young  Allan  expressed 
the  most  solemn  professions  of  sorrow,  and  pro- 
mised, with  much  apparent  sincerity,  never  again 
to  commit  so  heinous  an  offence. 

When  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  James  evinced 
a  strong  desire  to  excel  on  the  pipes.  This  wish 
probably  originated  from  seeing  the  high  esteem  in 
which  his  father  was  held  amongst  the  Gipsy  tribes 
for  his  musical  talents,  and  the  warm  reception  he 
received  from  the  wealthy  at  their  feasts  and  sea* 
sons  of  amusement.  Old  Will  was  delighted  with 
his  son's  taste  and  zeal ;  •  for  a  reputation  for  music 
was  identified  by  him  as  an  essential  appendage  of 
the  family  name.  He  therefore  was  indefatigable 
ill  assisting  the  exertions  of  his  pupil,  whose  rapid 
progress  gave  certain  indications  of  future  excel- 
lence. Young  Allan  possessed  an  accurate  ear,  a 
refined  taste,  and  great  sensibility  to  the  beauties  of 
harmony.  He  was  remarkably  adroit  in  learning  a 
new  tune,  and  was  justly  admired  for  the  exquisite 
expression  of  feeling  and  simplicity  which  distin- 
guished his  performances. 
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When  the  young  aspirant  had  attained  considera- 
ble proficiency  in  music,  his  father  invited  all  the 
wandering  pipers  and  Gipsies  of  his  acquaintance, 
to  celebrate  the  youth's  installation  amongst  the 
privileged  class  of  minstrels.  The  invitation  was 
promptly  accepted ;  and,  on  the  day  appointed,  se- 
veral parties  unyoked  their  galloways,  and  pitched 
their  tents  around  Allan's  humble  cottage.  James, 
by  his  father's  orders,  played  several  favourite  airs, 
beginning  with  ^^  Dorringfon  Lads^''  with  uncom- 
mon spirit  and  precision,  amidst  the  warm  applause 
of  the  company ;  after  which,  the  musicians  present 
gave  him  their  hands,  pronouncing  him  an  ^p^ 
proved  JPiper.*.   The  glass  then  was  briskly  circu- 


*  The  invention  of  the  bagpipe  is  deriyed  by  some  from  Tubal, 
others  ascribe  it  to  Pan,  others  to  Mercury,  to  Faunus,  to  Maisyas, 
and  to  the  young  Sicilian  shepherd  Daphnis.  It  is,  however,  cer- 
tain, that  the  instrument  was  known  to  the  ancient  Greeks  and 
Romans ;  and  the  Italian  swains  still  use  it  under  the  names  of 
piva  and  cornu^musa.  Some  have  asserted  that  the  bagpipe  was 
introduced  into  Scotland  by  David  Rizzio,  in  the  reign  of  Queen' 
Mary.  On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Pennant,  with  greater  probability, 
supposes  that  both  the  Irish  and  Danes  borrowed  the  instrument 
from  the  Caledonians,  as  Aristides  QuintiHanus  says  it  prevailed 
in  the  Highlands  in  very  early  ages.'  A  bagpipe  with  a  drone  ap- 
pears among  the  sculptures  of  Melros  Abbey.  James  I.  murda^ 
in  1436,  performed  on  the  pipes.  Edward  III.  had  pipers ;  and 
Chaucer,  speaking  of  the  minstrel  or  vagrant  tribes,  describes  the 
bagpipe  very  exactly. , 

The  ancient  pipers  used  to  accompany  their  performances  with 
a  degree  of  rapture  and  enthusiasm  highly  striking  and  affecting. 
The  attachment  of  the  Highlanders  to  their  music  called  pibrocht 
is  almost  incredible,  and,  on  some  occasions,  has  produced  effects 
little  leas  marvellous  than  those  ascribed  to  the  ancient  music  On 
the  plains  of  Hindostan,  in  the  woods  of  America^  on  the  moun- 
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lated,  the  moon  rose  in  doudless  majesty,  and  the 
meny  group  soon  began  their  ludicrous  gambols* 

tains  of  Italf,  the  arid  sands  of  A£rica^  and  the  field  of  Waterloo^ 
tlie  martial  sound  of  the  pip^  has  been  the  signal  of  victory. 

The  Highland  bagpipe  consists  of  a  chanter  i^nd  two  short 
drones.  It  is  an  open  chanter^  the  same  as  the  German  fiute  or 
hautboy.  It  plays  only  the  natural  notes^  and  its  sound  is  exceed- 
ingly martial  and  deafening. 

The  /mA  or  Union  pipe  has  two  short  drones  and  a  long  one. 
It  is  tun*:*d  by  lengthening  or  shortening  the  drone>  and  prodncet 
very  soft  and  melodious  sounds. 

'  The  'Northumberland  pipe  was  anciently  much  used  by  the  Bor- 
derersj  and  is  the  same  as  the  Scots  Lowland  pipe.  It  is  blown 
with  bellows^  and  has  a  bass  like  the  Irish  pipe.  It  cannot  play 
the  natural  notes,  but,  in  its  improved  form,  has  F  sharp.  The 
lowest  note  is  in  unison  with  D  on  a  violin  tuned  concert  pitch ; 
and  it  has  but  fourteen  notes,  the  highest  being  B  in  alt.  From  its 
peculiar  construction,  the  music  which  it  plays  is  accompanied  with 
such  peculiar  omiunents  as  neither  violin  nor  even  organ  can  imi- 
tate but  in  an  imperfect  manner.  It  is  extremely  well  calculated 
for  playing  that  rustic  species  of  music  called  reels. 

The  small  pipe  is  remarkable  for  its  smallness.    By  having  the 
lower  hole  of  the  chanter  commonly  stopped,  and  also  by  the  pe- 
culiar way  in  whidi  the  notes  are  expressed,  it  plays  in  the  way 
caDed  by  the  Italians  staccato.     It  is  surprising  what  volubility  some 
performers  on  this  instrument  will  display,  and  how  dexterously  they 
overcome  its  natural  disadvantages.    The  late  Mr.  John  Peacock,  of 
Newcastle,  improved  this  instrument  greatly ;  and  Mr.  Reed,  piper, 
in  North  Shields,  has  made  some  very  elegant  and  sweet-toned  pipes. 
There  was  formerly  a  college  in  the  island  of  Skye,  where  the 
bagpipe  was  taught.     The  professors  made  use  of  pins  stuck  in  the 
ground  instead  of  notes.    A  society  in  Edinburgh  gives  an  annual 
prize  to  the  best  performer  on  this  instrument. 
'  James  Allan  could  play  on  the  Highland  bagpipe ;  but  he  ez- 
eelled  most  on  the  sweet  small  pipes.    He  also  played  well  on  the 
Northumberland  raising  or  gathering  pipes,   called  the  ''great 
pipes,^'  to  distinguish  them  from  the  small  ones ;  and  could  per* 
form  very  well  on  the  Union  pipes. 
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The  pipers  walked  and  played  in  procession ;  while 
some  lay:  stretched  on  the  grass,  and  others  formed 
reeling  parties.  But  James  was  distinguished 
above  all  for  grace,  agility,  and  smartness.  A 
young  Gip^y  coquette  silcfceeded  in  attracting  his 
attehtioh,  and  she  i^as  cbnquered  by  his  gallantry. 
iTieir  vanity  was  also  gratified  by  the  plaudits 
which  greeted  the  performance  of  their  spirited 
jigs.  This  evening's  engagements  with  the  dark*, 
eyed  and  frolicksome  Gipsy  generated  a  new  pas- 
sion in  Allan's  breast,  which  strongly  modified  his 
future  character. 


CHAPTER  m. 

Allan  joins  the  Fawsna  a  Piper— Rendezroui  at  EIuha^—The  YeUkdm  Gipmei 
Thdr  King,  old  Will  Faw-«  Account  of  Long  JeanGordon-^AUan  witneiMt » 
Mulder— Defends  a  Witch  at  ^ttal-^His  Success  ts  a  Piper  in  his  own  Ncig|i* 

•  bourhood— His  I^ame  reaches  the  CountesB  of  Northumbferiand— Invited  to  Aln- 
wick Castle. 

tf  AMES  now  joined  the  ^^faa-gang''  as  an  inde- 
pendent man,  but  contintied  with  the  tribe  td 
which  his  father  was  attached.  Their  walk  was 
confined  to  a  c6rtain  district,  which  included  the 
rivers  of  North  Tyne,  the  Aln,  the  Reed,  and  the 
country  from  Kelso  down  the  banks  of  the  Tweed 
to  Berwick.  In  strolling '  over  this  circuit,  there 
were  several  favoiuite  haunts,  where  the  gangs  con- 
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gregated  for  the  purposes  of  council  and  enjoynjent 
The  two  principal  w^re  Elishaw  op  the  Reed,  and 
Yetholm  on  the  Scottish  border. 

Elishaw*  was  the  hospitable  residence  of  the  late 
Lord  Cranstoun  of  cpnyivial  memory.    Here  the 

*  Elishaw  (or  the  Willow  Wood,  acoordinff  to  a  writer  in  the 
ArehsBolbgia  .Sliaiia)  is  seated  near  the  junction  of.  Dartr.e  Bum 
«nd  the  Reed.  Herp  are  the  traces  of  a  Roman  bridge>  where  the 
Watling  l^treel  crossed  the  Reed^  bi^t  there  are  few  remains  of 
the  hospital  that  stood  here.  This  place  is  now  the  property  of 
Liord  Redesdale;  but  its  former  grandeur  is  fled.  The  native 
minstrel  sings —  < 

''And  thpu^  IJlishaw^  too,  shalt  claim 

A  share  of  tributary  fapie^; 

Thou^  wrenched  now  thy  Mansion  s^ems^ 

Thy  splendour  fled  like  £uling  dreams. 

The  sumptuous  feast,  the  sparkling  wine^ 

The  lor^y  visitor  was  thine ; 

But  now  no  more  within  thy  walls 

liesounds  the  roar  of  Bacchanals  ; 

Thy  noble  guest  is  wi^pt  in  day." 

Lord  Cranstoun  appears  to  have  viewed  the  Oip^  tribe  in  th<^ 
same  light  as  the  ingenious  American  writer,  Washington  Irving^ 
who  speaks  thus  of  the  roving  crew :— >''  The  English,  who  are  aiv 
customed  to  them,  from.childbpod^  and  often  suffer  from  their  petty 
depredations,  consider  them  as  n;ere  nuisances;  but  I  hav^  be^n^ 
very  much  struck  with  their  peculiarities.  I  like  to  beihold  thf^ 
dear  olive  complexions,  their  romantic  black  eyes,  their  raven 
locks,  their  lithe  slender  figures,  and  to  hear  them,  in  low  silver 
tones,  dealing  ftnrth  magnificent  promises  of  honqurs  and  estates, 
of  world's  wealth,  and  ladies'  love.  Their  mode  of  Ufe,  too,  has 
something  in  it  very  fanciful  and  picturesque.  They  are  the  free 
denizens  of  nattire,  and  n\aintain  a  primitive  independence^  in, 
spite  of  law  and  gospd,  of  county  gjwh  and  countxy  magistrates;^, 
Itj  is  curious  to  see  tips  obsti^te  adheieenc^  to  the  wild  unfel^lfed; 
habits  of  savage  life  transmitted  from  generation  to.  genera^oi^^ 
and  preserved  in  the  midst  of  one  of  the  most  cultivated^  popu^Ufif . 
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noble  proprietor  indulged  the  "  vagrant  train"  with 
provender  for  their  asses  and  galloways,  and  eii^ 
joyed  their  sports  on  the  fine  haugh  opposite  to  his 
mansion.  Here  the  pipes  of  both  Willie  and  Jamie 
Allan  often  sounded,  and  here  was  the  scene  of 
many  a  merry  meeting  and  night  of  reveby.  This 
was  also  the  place  of  meeting  for  the  rustic  races, 
and  the  general  rendezvous  of  the  youth  of  Rede»- 
dale  for  performing  feats  of  skill,^  a^ity,  and 
strength. 

**  And  oft  upon  the  verdant  haogli 

The  spoitive  sons  of  Reed  were  seen ; 
And  oft  was  heard  the  joyous  langli^ 

The  friendly  bet  and  joke^  I  ween/' 

Kirk'Yetholm^  in  Roxburghshire,  is  the  winter 
head-quarters  of  the  Border  Gipsies.  The  street 
which  they  occupy  is  called  Tinkler's^  Row.  The 
Rennets  of  Grubet  granted  them  a  l^Eise  of  their 
houses,  for  the  term,  of  nineteen  times  nineteen 
years,  for  the  payment  of  a  Sx^-all  annual  quit-rent. 
During  Allan's  early  excursions  to  the  Borders,  the 
estate  became  the  property  of  the  late-  Mr.  Nesbit, 
of  Dirleton^  who  was  a  great  favourite  of  the  Gip-' 
sies.  He  used  to  call  them  his  body-guards.  They 
never  would  pay  their  money  to  the  baron-oflScer, 
but  always  paid  it  at  their  own  convenience.    At 

and  systematic  countries  in  the  world.     •     •     •     »     They  are 
amongst  the  last  traces^  in  these  matter-of-fact  days,  of  the  motley' 
population  of  former  times ;  and  are  whimsically  associated  in  my 
mind  with  fdries  and  witches^  Robin  Good  Fellow^  Robin  Hood, , 
and  the  other  fentastical  personages  of  poetry."— £race6ru/^e  HaH, 
voL  tf .  p.  43. 
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tiUs  lime,  tbe  4ril?e  copg^?t3  of  above  a  hundred  per- 
sons; but  in  Allan's  early  days,  they  were  more 
^umerpus,  apd  their  king  or  le^er  was  old  WiU 
jBJa^.*    He  hdd  the  sovereignty  for  many  years, 

•  John  Fafv,  or  jF<w,  Lord  f«id  Earl  of  Upper  Egypt,  entered 
Scotland  at  the  ]|iead  of  a  considerable  body  of  Gipsies,  and  received 
indolgenoes  from  Mary  Queen  of  Soots  in  1553.  In  1594,  a  writ  oif 
priyy  seal  supports  J«bn  Faw  in  tbe  execution  of  justice  upon  his 
company,  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  the  Egyptians.  Tbe  above  Witt 
Faa  was,  no  doubt,  a  descendant  of  tbis  leader,  whose  family  ap- 
pears to  have  maintained  ^  marked  ascendancy  over  other  Gipsy 
.families  in  the  north;  The  Faas  are  still  numerous  upon  the  Bor- 
ders, and  have  given  name  in  Northumberland  to  all  kinds  of 
strolling  people  employed  as  itinerant  tinkers,  or  venders  of  pot- 
tery ware,  who  are  called  the  ''  Faa^gangJ*  The  name  also  occurs 
in  the  same  sepse  in  Bum's  Justice.  Many  of  the  Fatvs  now  take 
the  ntune  of  Fnfty  from  the  Messrs.  Fall,  of  Dunbar,  who,  they 
t'pride  themselves  in  saying,  are  of  the  same  stock  and  L'neage. 
The  f<31owing  story  of  the  intrigue  of  the  celebrated  Johnnie  Faw 
with  the  Earl  of  Cassilis'  lady,  seems  to  confirm  the  distinguished 
xioLk  of  the  Faws  of  Dunlmr.  It  certainly  rests  on  popular  autho- 
rity only ;  but  tradition  points  out  an  old  tower  in  Maybole,  as 
ihe  place  where  the  frail  countess  was  confined.  The  portrait 
shown  as  her's  in  the  Abbey  of  Holyrood  House,  however,  is  not 
jgennine. 

^Of  this  affair  of  Gipsy  gallantry,  Mr.  Finlay,  in  his  notes  to  the 
idd  ballad  of  the  '^  Gypsie  Laddie,"  gives  the  following  account,  as 
the  result  of  his  enquiries  regarding  the  truth  of  the  traditionary 
stfuies  on  the  subject : — '^  The  Earl  of  Cassilis  had  married  a  no- 
Jbleman's  daughter  contrary  to  her  wishes,  she  having  been  pre- 
.Tiously  engaged  to  another ;  but  the  persuasion  and  importunity 
pf  her  friends  brought  her  to  consent.  .Sir  John  Faw,  of  Dunbar, 
Jier  former  lover,  seizing  the  opportunity  of  the  earl's  absence  on  a 
/oreign  embassy,  disguised  himself  and  a  number  of  his  retainers 
as  Gipues,  and  carried  off  the  lady, '  nothing  loth.'  The  earLhav- 
mg  returned  opportunely  at  the  time  of  the  commission  of  the  act, 
and  nowise  indined  to  participi^te  in  his  consort's  ideas  on  the 
subject,  collected  his  vas^ds^  and  pursued  the  lady  and  her  para- 
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and  died  in  1784,  at  the  great  age  of  eigbt3r-t&re^ 
years.  His  death  was  an  illustration  of  the  Gipsy 
maxim,  "never  to  forget  a  favour,  or  for^ve  an 
injury  ;*'  for  having  heard  that  Laird  Nesbit  was 
ill,  the  hoary  leader  set  out  to  visit  his  benefactor. 
He  was  shortly  after  seen  by  some  Border  farmers, 
upon  the  North  Bridge  of  Edinburgh,  tossing  about 
his  old  brown  hat,.,  and  huzzaing  with  great  vocife- 
ration that  he  had  seen  the  laird  once  more  before 
he  died.  He  then  set  his  fiice  homeward,  by  the 
way  of  the  sea-coast,  fo  vary  his  route,  as  is  the 
custom  of  the  gang ;  but  he  only  got  the  length  o£ 
Goldingham,  when  he  was  taken  ill  and  died.     His 

nibjects,;  assisted  by  tiiieir  alliesy^  assembled  to  pay 

» 

JBOUF  to  die  Borders  of  England^  where,  having  overtaken  them,  a 
battle  ensued,  in  which  Faw  and  his  followers  were  all  killed  or 
taken<  prisoaers,  excepting  one>«^. '  ' 

' the  meanest  «f  them  all. 

Who  lives  to  weep>  and  sing  their  fidl.' 

It  is  by  this  survivor  that  the  ballad  is  supposed  to  have  been  wtk^ 
ten.  The  earl,  on  bringing  back  the  fair  fugitive,  banished  her  a 
mensa  et  thoro,  and,  it  is  said,  confined  her  for  life  in  a  tower  at 
the  village  of  Maybole,  in  Ayrshire,  built  for  the  purpose ;  and 
that  nothing  might  remain  unappropriated  to  its  original  destine- 
tion,  eight'  heads,  carved  in  stone,  below  one  of  the  turrets;  are 
said  to  be  the  eiBgies  of  so  many  of  the  Gipsies.  The  lady  herself, 
as  well  as  the  survivor  uf  FaVs  followers,  contributed  to  perpe- 
tuate the  remembrance  of  the  transaction ;  for  if  he  wrote  a  song 
about  it,  she  wrought  it  in  tapestry ;  and  this  piece  of  workman^ 
sliip  is  still  preserved  at  Culsean.  Castle.  It  remains  to  be  men** 
tioned,  that  the  fbrd,  by  which  the  lady  and  her  lover  crossed  the 
riter  Doon  from  a  wood  near  Cassilis  House,  is  still  denominated 
the'GypsieStepsV" 

Hie  other  chief  femilies  that  inhabit<td  Yetholm  with  die  Fawa 
were,  the  Youngs,  Hly  thes,  WinterSi  and  Fleddes* 
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Ihe  la^t  honours  to  the  old  chief,  and  brought  him 
to  Yetholm  for  interment. 

ff^iU  Faw  Was  very  despotip,  and  affected  regal 
pomp  on  solemn  occasions.  He  had  twenty-four 
children,  and  at  each  of  their  christenings  he  ap« 
peared  dressed  in  his  original  wedding  xobes.  '  These 
christenings  were  celebrated  with  no  small  parade. 
'Twelve  young  handmaidens  were  always  present 'as 
part  ai  the  family  retinue,  and  for  the  pui*pose  of 
waiting  on  the  numerous  gueste  who  assembled  to 
witness  the  ceremony,  or  tQ  partake  of  the  subae^ 
quent  festivities. 

Young  Allan  had  the  honour  of  being  frequently 
and  kindly  noticed  by  his  majesty,  who  sometimes 
proved  old  Allan  for  permitting  his  son  to  live 
too  long  in  one  place  like  a  slave,  and  advised  him 
to  enlarge  his  circuit  After  this  hint,  the  Allans 
always  .travelled  down  the  Tweed,  where  they  .could 
fish  in  addition  to  their  otha*- employments.  la 
one  of  these  "first  excursions,  they  met  a  party  of 
Yetholm  Gipsies  near  ComhiD,  amongst  whom  was 
long  Jean  Gordon^*  with  whose  tall,  majestic,  com- 

*  This  woman  is  said  to  Ti^'tlie  onginal  of  Meg'THerriher,  'Witoee 
diaracter  is  drawn  in  such  ah  inimitable  style  of  excellence  in.  the 
popular  novel  of  Gay  JVIannering.  The  actirity,  oonrage,  and  ge- 
nerosity of  Jean  Ghirdon,  continue  to  be  celebcated  in  the  traditioBS 
of  the  Borderers. 

Jean  €h>rdon's  sons  were  all  executed,  ftfl«r  a  enmmary  pro- 
cess, except  Tom,  the  youngest,  who  was  th^n  in  Perthshire.  A 
writer  in  a  Tecent  periodical  work  says,  *'I  haVe  heard  the  old 
people  at  Jedburgh  say,  that  aU  Jean-s  sons  were  condemned  to 
die  there  on  the  same  day.  It  is  said  the -jury  were  equally  di- 
3rided3  but  that  a'friend  to  justice,  who  had  slept  during  the  whok 
time  of  the  discussion,  waked  suddenly,  andgare  his  vote  ftr; 
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mandiiig^  and  awfill  &f>p&(raace  Jamee  was  porticii^ 
larly  struck.  This  was  only  a  short  time  beft>re 
Ker  death ;  and  Hiougfa  adtaneed  in  yeai^^  yet  she 
still  walked  with  all  the  firmness  and  elasticity  of 
yoatlL  She  had  been  accounted  a  beauty  in  hcor 
youth ;  and,  even  then»  her  featul^  though  stsrong, 
were  regular  and  pleasing,  while  the  gknee  of  her 
eye  evinced  the  ardour  and  fire  of  a  strong  imagina-' 
iion.  Allan,  though  thai  only  eleven  years  <^  age» 
observed  this  idngular  woman  with  great  interest, 
and  always  mentioned  ha:  in  terms  of  respeet  and 
admiration. 

At  this  time,  Tarn  Gordon^  Jean's  youngest  and 
favourite  son,  took  a  great  fancy  to  James  AUaSi 
whom  he  encouraged  to  disj^ay  all  his  £eats  of  t^^m 
lity  and  skill.    He  had  heaild  oi  Ms  smpiising  dex* 

demnE^tion^  in  the  emphatic  wordsi  ^Httng  ihem  a*.'  Jfeta  tral 
>^iea«aiy  and  ddly  add,  'Th6  Lofd  kdp  dife  iiwooeiit  in  a  diy  lik^ 
tbisT  Her  oi^  death  was  acdympanied  widi  drcufiutiaioea  of 
hratal  outrage,  of  which  poor  Jean  was,  in  many  respects,  whoU|r 
undeserving.  Jean  had^  among  other  demerits,  or  merits,  as  you 
may  choose  to  rank  it,  that  of  being  a  staunch  Jacobite.  She 
chsmced  to  be  at  Carlisle  upon  a  fux  or  market  day,  soon  afiter  the 
yearl74/6^  where  she  gave  vent  to  her  political  partiality,  to  the 
T^sy  great  offence  of  the  rabble  of  that  city*  Being  sealous  in 
.their  loyalty  when  there  was  no  danger,  in  proportion  to  the  tame- 
:ae^  tpitfa  whidi  they  had  surrendered  to  the  Highlanders  in  1745, 
they  inflicted  upon  poor  Jean  Gordon  no  slighter  penalty  than 
.d»t  of  duoking  her  to  death  in  the  Eden.  It  was  an  operatioa  of 
4ome  time,  i^t  Jean  was  a  stout  woman,  and  stmggliiig  with  her 
'^ihuid!arar8>  i£te^  gojfc  her  head  above  wi^,-  and  while  she  had 
yoke  hS^  continued  to  acclaim  at  such  intervals,  *  Charlie  ^etl 
Cha¥lie^V — ^When  fl,(^ild,  and  amoi^  the  scenes  whidi  dte 
•fi«^«ieQted,  I  have <^a'heard  thelestoxieS)  and  oied  piteousty 
•Idt  podr  Jean  GeidMi/' 
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tenty  in  foFagkig,  and  wi&hed'  mudr  to  take  hlxa 
under  Ids  own  jM-otec^on.  Jlim  was  a  handsome* 
young  Hian^  dressed  well,  and  ^ent  his  money 
freely.  He  was  captain  of  a  band  of  twelve  or  fif*- 
teen  ye»ng  Gipaes,  who  accompanied  him  to  faifs^ 
and^  by  small,  sharp,  curiously  jointed  knives, 
found  an  easy  entrance  into  the  pockets  of  sudi 
ungimrded  persons  as  seemed  to  possess  money. 
WfaUe  at  Comhill,  he-  projected  a  plan  of  operationa 
winch  was  to  be  executed  at  the  approachmg  FaUdrk 
fair.  On  this  occasion,  he  was  to  be  accompanied 
by  c»ily  six  of  his  gang,  who  were  all  frc»n  fifteen 
to  seventeen  years  of  age.  James,  who  admired 
tbe  gay,  careless,  and  profuse  manners  of  the  young 
depre^itors,  begged  and  obtained  permisaon  to  ao- 
company  the  party ;  but  old  Will  positively  refused 
his  permifiKon.  However,  on  the  night  of  thek 
departure,  James  contrived  to  elude  his  father's  vi« 
giknoei  and  hastened  after  his  new  acquaintances. 
Knowing  that  they  intended  to  sleep  at  a  publio 
house  at  Lauder,  where  they  were  always  welcomed, 
he  travelled  quickly  to  that  place,  and  arrived  just  ^ 
as  the  captain  was  going  to  bed.  His  reception 
was  cordial  and  encouraging.  Before  day-break 
the  party  left  the  town,  and,  after  travelling  a  few 
miles^  were  just  receiving  instaructions  how  to  divide 
and  re-assemble  again,  when  a  man  approadied, 
^ving  an  ass.  On  coming  nearer,  he  started,  and^ 
staring  at  the  party  for  a  moment,  threw  down  lus 
plaid^  and  fled  with  amazing  quidcness.  The  ca|K 
tain  and  his  whole  gang  pursued  with  great  eager* 
aess.  The  tenified  fugitive  fell,  yet  sprung  up  in 
a  moment^  and  recommenced  his  flight    But  he 
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was  lost:  a  WoW  of  the  captain's  cudgel  brought 
him  to  the  ear'th ;  and  as  every  one  of  the  gang,  as 
they  came  up,  followed  the  example  of  thdr  chief, 
the  victim  of  their  fury  soon  ceased  to  breathe. 
Allan  stood  as  if  rivetted  to  the  spot,  a  cold  sick- 
ness came  over  his  young  heart,  and  he  intamally 
shuddered  at  the  revolting  spectacle. 

The  party  threw  the  body  into  a  hole,  and  co- 
vered it  with  whins.  On  returning  to  the  place 
where  Allan  stood,  the  captain  said  coolly,  **  Your 
life  depends  on  your  silerlce.  When  justice  is  exe- 
cuted, a  true  Gipsy  should  have  neither  eyes,  ears, 
nor  tongue.  That  fellow  was  one  of  the  base 
Baileys  of  Fifeshire,  and  was  the  principal  in  rob- 
bing us  of  our  just  booty  ten  months  ago.  •  But  his 
friends  must  be  near  at  hand,  and  they  are  both 
strong  and  revengeftil ;  •  so  we  had  better  wheel 
about,  and  take  shelter  in  our  own  nest,*^  AXiasa 
heard  this  resolution  with  great  joy.  He  neithei^ 
felt  pleasure  nor  security  in  the  midst  of  his  new 
acquaintances,  and  was  never  more  delighted  than 
when  he  rejoined  his  own  family.  This  is  the  only- 
murder  that  Allan  ever  beheld :  another,  at  which 
he  was  said  to  be  present,  was  perpetrated  before 
he  was  bom. 

Spittal,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tweed,  was  a  noted 
rendezvous  for  Gipsies ;  as  the  facility  of  obtaining 
smuggled  spirits,  and  provender  for  their  galloway* 
and  asses  on  the  adjoining  moor,  were  very  alluring 
drcumstances.  During  one  of  Allan's  first  sumnier 
excursions  as  a  pipa*,  he  came  down  the  Tweed  to 
Homcliff,  with  a  party  of  the  Spittal  Gipsies.  Here 
he  learned  that  a  young  pilot  of  Spittal  Was  to  be 
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ttiarried  on  the  following  morning.  Expecting  to 
prociure  an  engagement  at  the  wedding,  he  left 
HomdifT  that  evening,  and  was  accompanied  by  aP 
stout  young  Gipsy,  who  had  to  rejoin  his  friends 
next  morning  with  some  articles  that  were  wanted 
for  safe.  On  approaching  the  huts  usually  occu- 
pied by  the  Gipsies,  the  loud  and  piercing  scteam 
of  a  female  was  heard,  on  which  the  young  Gipsy 
darted  forward  towards  a  hut  from  whence  a  glim- 
mering light  proceeded.  Allan,  {torn  sjrmpathy 
and  curiosity,  kept  Jby  his  side,  and,  on  Altering  the 
door,  saw  two  black-looking  men  holding  the  girl,, 
and  three  others  around  an  aged  female,  who  was' 
groaning  deeply.  The  Gipsy  raised  his  cudgel,  and 
in  a  moment  one  of  the  men,  who  grasped  the  wo- 
]^an's  legs,  lay  at  his  feet  Allan  followed  the  gal^ 
lant  example ;  fuid  after  a  desperate  scuffle,  the  five 
intruders  were  driven  out  of  the  house,  covered 
•with  bk)od  and  bruises.  On  Ais  occasion,  James 
fought  with  air  tjie  determined  and  generous  cou- 
rage of  youth;  for  a  cold,  calculating  selfishness, 
|uid  not  yet  obtained  the  predominance  in  his 
character. 

It  appeared  that  the  poor  woman  who  had  been 
assaulted  was  ninety-five  years  of  age,  and,  being 
too  infirm  to  travel,  had,  during  three  years,  been 
left  at  home  under  the  care  of  her  great-grand- 
daughter, a'  girl  about  fifteen  years  of  age^  who 
nursed  her  with  exemplary  care  and  tenderness. 
This  feeble  Gipsy  was  old,  poor,  and  lonely,  and 
belonged  to  a  strange  race :  the  good  folks  of  the  vil- 
.  h^e  therefore  naturally  inferred,  that  all  their  little 
disasters  proceeded  from  her  agency,  and  that  she 
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,iiiufit  be  a  Black  fFitch.*    A  neighbouring  coUiei^ 
^t.this  tune,  had.achild^  which,  though  plump  and 


*  In  eM  tunes^  tke  witches  were  divided  into  daaaee ;  and  the 
aatune,  powers^  and  lialnts  of  9pA,  were  minutely  described.  Am 
tins  Jund  ef  carious  knowledge  is  feist  sinkinjg  into  obIiTicin>  we 
will  take  the  liberty  of  presenting  the  inquisitive  re^^er  with  the 
following  extract  from  Grose's  Popular  Antiquities : — 

There  are,  it  is  held,  three  sorts  of  witches.    The  first  can 

*hurt,  but  ^lot  help :  these,  from  their  diabolical  qualities,  azeealled 

Blade- Witches.    The  second  sort  can  help,  but  not  hurt:  these 

,ave  unhappy  persons^  who,  for  the  power  of  curing  diseases,  finding 

stolen  goods,  and*  doing  other  acts  of  utility,  for  which  they  take 

money,  become  bond  slaves  to  the  dsvil;  they  are  at  continual 

enmity  with  the  Black  Witches,  insomuoh  that  <me  or  the  other 

«ften  fiedl  a  sacrifice  to  their  wiciced  arts:  these  jsre  MDunoiily 

jstyled  White  Witches.     The  tMrd  sort  are  those  who  can  both 

kdp  and  hurt ;  and^.as.  they  seem  a  sort  of  mixture  between  white 

and  Uack,  and  wanting  a  name,  may,  without  any  great  impro* 

priety,  be  named  Ghrey  Witches. 

But  to  return  to  the  common  witoh,  which  seems  of  the  black 
•MTt,  y^eAo  not  find  that,  in  eonsequepsoe  of  lier  wicked  compact^ 
jiifA  esjc^-mueh  of  the  good  things  of  this  world,  but  still  conti- 
nues in  abject  penury.    Sometimes,  indeed,  she,  in  company  with 
other  of  her  sisterhood,  is  carried  through  the  air  on  brooms,  tpltfi, 
'&c  to.  distant  meetings,  or  sabbaths  of  witches.    At  these  meet- 
ings they  have  feastings>  music,  and  dancing,  the  deidI«ometimes 
;€OQdescQBdii|g  to  play  <m  the  pipe  or  cittern.    In  Scotland,  it  was 
.  conftssed  and  deposed,  that,  at  some  of  these  meetings,  the  devil 
jp>t  up  into  the  pulpit,  and  preached  a  sermon  in  a  voioe  Jtongk  and 
guilic  :  and  afterwsards  caused  the  witches  to  open  several  graven 
out  of  which  they  took  part  of  the  body,  the  joints  of  the  fingers 
land  toes,  with  some  of  the  winding-sheet :  this  iv^as  to  prepare  a 
.powder  lor  magical  .uses.     Here  likewise  the  devil  distributes 
iq;»ples,  dishes,  spoons,  or  other  trifles,  to  those  witches  who  desire 
to  torment  any  particular  person :  these  they  present  to  them»  aqd 
thereby  obtain  a  power  «ver  them. 

'When  a  witch  wishes,  io  destroy  any  one  to  whom  she  bearsea 
: jlkwitti  she  8])d  her  water  withes  mi^.im  in^ige  .of  if^pL,  ytl^. 
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healthy  at  ite  birth,  soon  a^ter  began  to  pine  aWay ; 
and  aU.  his  young  pigs  died.  This  was  clearly  the 
effect  of  witchcraft ;  and  fire  stout-hearted  pitmen, 
including  the  father,  agreed,  in  the  absence  of  the 
Gipsies,  to  draw  blood  of  the  old  hag>  somewhere 
below  her  heart.  While  thus  laudably  employed, 
they  were  attacked  by  Allan  and  his  companion ; 
£Mid  the  Gipsies  being  so  numerous  and  united,  the 
colliers  dared  Qot  to  repeat  the  attack. 

About  the  close  of  autumn,  James  and  his  father 
always  returned  to  their  home  near  Rothbury, 
where  they  found,  at  weddipgs,  fairs,  merry  meet- 
ings, and  kirn-suppers,*  employment  congenial  to 

with  many  ceremonies,  is  baptised  to  the  devil,  and  named  after 
ther  person  meant  to  be  injured ;  after  which  they  stick  thorns  into 
it,  and;  set  it  before  a  fire ;  and,  as  the  wax  melts  by  the  heat>  so 
the  body  of  the  person  represented  decay^s  by  sickness,  with  great 
tortnre,  having  the  sensation  of  thorns  stuck  into  his  or  her  flesh. 
Scratching  or  pricking  a  witch,  so  as  to  draw  blood  of  her,  pre- 
vents her  having  any  .power  over  the  person  that  does  it,  provided 
it  is  done  before  any  spell  has  taken  place ;  and  it  may  be  done  by 
proxy,  for  one's  child,  provided,  at  the  time,  it  is  said  ,to  be  done 
pn  the  child's  account,  or  for  its  sake. 

■  Witches^  perhaps  for  the  sake  of  ail:  and  exercise,  or  to  vex  thi& 
•quire,  justice,  and  parson  of  the  village  wherein  they  reside,  oftieh 
transform  themselves  into  hares,  and  lead  the  hounds  anH  hunts- 
nan  a  long  and  fruitless  chase. 

In  England,  witchcraft  has  been  chiefly'  confined  to  women :  the 
reason  assigned  is,  that  the  devil  having  experienced,  in  the  temp- 
tation of  Eve,  the  facility  with  which^  that  sex  are  led  astray ;  and 
also  found  that,  when  they  once  deykte  from  the  paths  of  virtn^, 
they  become  more  wicked  than  men ;  he  therefore  makes  his  ctl- 
tacks  on  them,  in  jpreference  to  the  other  s^.  ■    '•' 

*  In  the  north  of  Englaiid,  the  ktm-supper^  means  the  ftast  of 
harvest  home ;  and  the  kirn  baby  denote  an  image-  ifressed  op 
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ihcdr  jeUy  Mid  thoughttets  habits.  In  the  sfiingp 
ihey  called  at;  the  houses  of  a  select  number  of 
.fiiends ;  it  beiQg  •eufitoiawiy^  in  Northumberland,  to 
give  a  bowtfol  e£  com  to  their  iSnvourite  muiicianf 
at  seed-^time.  They  aext  wwdened  over  Reedadal« 
imd  Tindale  to  :play  to  the  Aeep^hearers^  for  which 
they  rooetved  aJbuncUnoe  «f  meal:  and  drink,  with  9 
present  of  woo^  and,  if  they  oi^ntinued  to  jhy 

Prov.  GU 

*^  As  bleak-fius'd  HallowinaB  returns* 
Th6y  get  the  jorial,  rantang  kimsy 
When  rural  life  of  ereiy  ^talioii 
Unite  in  commim  recreation." — Bums. 

<fk«ie  wa^ffom  that  tiie  4enn  kim,  or  chum,  is  nsed  on  tUB  oi;^« 
(Siofij  because  A. dinm  fuU  of  cxeam  used  :to  4brm  aprincipd  pari 
.of  tbe  entertainment 

'^  Ait  cakesj  twa  riddle  fii'j  in  ranks 

I^'d  up^  they  gsurd  appear  j 
An'j  o^eamin'  owre^  the  1dm  down  danks. 
An'  sets  their  ch^fts  asteer^ 
flu'  ^t  that  n jght." 

Rev*  /.  Nieotj  Poems,  i.  154- 

Other  antiquaries  contend  that  the  Urn  n^ay  refer  to  the  quern, 

,or  hand-mil},  as  anciently  used  at  -this  time  In  preparing  the  jfirst 

;poition  of  the  new  (pndn.    The  Ber.  J.  Brand  thinks  that  kirn  is 

jnerely  a  conmptien.of  oom  y  and  he  derives  the  MeU  Supper  ^rom 

the  French  MesUer,  to  mingle  and  mix  together^  the  master  and 

«4enr^  beiqg  promiBcaottsly/at  one  taolej  all  being  jipon  i^ii  eqnal 

footing.    Popular  Antiq.  p,  307* 

Burandos.  observes,  that  a  simQisr  custom  prevailed  tODpngst  the 
Heatji^naj  and  Hospii^ifin  supposes  that  the  custom  was  copied 
.firpmthe  Jen^  ^th  tbe  ^Koman  rustics  and  our  Saxon  ancestors 
ended  the  harvest  w|th  fSeasting  and  sacrifices.  The  like  custom 
seems  to  prevail  in  Russia ;  and  as  it  is  eridently  an  addition  to 
the  ei&n  of  human  happiaeas,  we  hc^pe'thut^  it  wiQ  never  falji  into 
disuse  where  it  jiasrbeen  observed* 
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during  the  evening,  a  sum  of  money*    On  these 

oocasdonsy  James  was  always  a  welcome  visitant,  and 

the  superior  sweetness  ef  fais^  melody  never  failed  to 

procure  him  a  handsome  reward.    This  exdted  jea- 

Ibusy  in  the  breast  of  dtd  Will,  who  could  not  bear 

a  rival  even  ia  his  son.    Once  they  happened  to  be 

both  engaged  at  a  pub^  meeting,  wh^i  James, 

who  was  displeased  at  the  prospect  of  getting  but 

one  moiety  of  a  gMd  eeifeetioni  peevishly  exclaim«> 

ed»  '^  Yea  do  mat  keep  lime :  tfantf  is^  no  music*'^-— 

^What?*  retorted  Will,  " whathe  deil  learnt  ye?^ 

JM  sluiver  the  baei^iU^  witii  ye  or  e^er  »  pipev  in* 

Rltaiti  f  ad^Bn^  "  I  cmna  put  out  my  hnd,  andi 

gang  where  I  like,  but  I  am  always*  upbraided  with 

ycmr  iheevish   aefiom/'     '[Phis  spirited^  ^^^7  ^* 

iMaatly  oleneed'  James,  who  suflferad  his  fjather  and 

teacher  td  {^y  without  any  further  remaik, 

ABan^  supeiicv  skSl  iii>  {Ape-musio  was  soon, 
known  throughout  Kcnrthumberland;  in  most  parts 
of  Cumberland,  and  in*  aH  places  upon  the  Borders. 
At  length,  his  fame  reached  the  ears  of  the  Countess 
(afterwaids  Duchess),  of  Mbrthumberland,  to  whose 
neitite  mother  ThMason  dedicated*  his^  Spring.  Hav- 
ing a  refined  taste^  and  being  embued  with  a  Ibve 
of  Hie  n<xthem  airs,  as  performed  on  the  ancient 
Northumbrian  pipes,  she  sent  a  message  to  James, 
requesting  his  attendanee  at  Alnwick  Castle. 


*  The  bacMiU  it  the  thiiinb-note>  or  Idgheat  note  in  the  beg* 
^fifB,  which  WiUr  was  allowed  bythe  be«t  perfoinieri  to  tiill  with 
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CflAPTEB,  IV. 

f 

ft 

A]]aa*«  Scheme  to  nue  the  Wiod-^Appeftit  al  AlBwick  CMtl»— Mide  Piper  to  4i» 
Countess— His  ImproTement  and  Uappmess  at  the  Castle— A  Love  A£^^.De- 
parture  from  AlnWick— Good  Intentions  fru6trated-^Mamage-«-Rcsdltttioiu  fo^ 
lUfcnnarion*— luMeli]^— -Efftot  of  SteipBtii^. 


The  ^^  *o  Aln^ck  C«fle  g^tifled  M, 
lan's  utmost  ambition;  but  he  found  himself  in  a, 
dilemma  which,  to  a  less  fertile  mind,  would  have 
been  insurmountable.  His  doaths,  which  were  of« 
the  coarsest  description,  and  much  wom,  he  conH«i 
defied  as  quite  unsuitable  to  make  his  a|>peaeanee  i|i> 
b^ore  a  lady  of  such  high  distmctj^on.  He,  howw 
ever,  hit  up6n  an  expedient  that  carried  with  it  a* 
probabiUty  of  success.  He  had  noticed  a  girl  in; 
the  neighbourhood^  the  only  aad  indulged  daughter 
of  a  wealthy  farmer,  who  had  often  eyed  him  withi 
a  look  of  expressive  languor,  which  he  well  under^^ 
stood.  But  the  fear  of  her  father's  wtath,  a  maa. 
noted  for  pridfe  and  resolution,  det^red  him  from* 
indulging  in  gallantry  with  the  daughter.  He  now 
resolved  not  to  hesitate  any  longer,  but  sought  and* 
.  obtained  a  private  interview  with  the  fcMid  and 
inexperialced  girL  Having  expatiated  l^gely^  imA 
with  much  apparent  fervoujr,  on  her  beauty  and 
graceful  qualities,  he  f^entured^  with  well  dissem- 
bled fear  and  tenderness,  to  avow  t|ie  ardour  and 
sincerity  of  his  love.  He  dwelt  upon  the  honour 
of  his  intentions,'  the  golden  prospects  that  were 
opened  to  his  view,  and  the  honours  which  the 
favour  of  thp  counted  might  procure  him.     He 
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"Was  heead  with  a  pleasure  that  could  not  be  con* 
^sealed,  and'the  poor  girl  drank  deep  of  the  delidoiia 
;Cup  of  adulation.  But  her  smiles  and  her  eneou-^ 
raging  glances  failed  to  k^ep  up  the  spirits  of  her 
suitor.  He  became  more  and  more  dull,  thought- 
ful, and  melancholy.  The  girl  was  prgportionably 
alarmed;  and,  after  repeated  attempts  to  inspise 
Mm  with  confidcaice,  he  delicately  hinted  at  the  na« 
ture  of  his  embanrassment.  She»waa  rejoiced  to 
find  that  his  grief  could  be  so  esisily  removed,  and 
soon  .contrived  to  pat  hiin  in  possession  of  a  sum 
ailffiderit  to  equip  him  gentteUy. 

Allan  exulted  at  the  success  of  his  craft;  but  the 
father  soon  after  discovered  tiie  folly  and  impru?^ 
4ence  of  his  daughter,  and,  as  an  atonement,  in- 
ittsted  upon  her  manying  a  rich  stock  farmer  in  the 
west  of  the  county,  who  had  long  been  paying  her 
attentions.  This  connexion  terminated  Allan's  fur- 
ther intrigues  in  that  quarter. 

Having  secured  the  ways  and  means,  Allan  de« 
parted  for  Alnwick  with  a  light  heart,  and,  after 
being  gaily  attired,  presented  himself  at  the  Castle, 
where  he  obtained  a  ready  admittance.  Next  day, 
he  was  ushered  into  the  presence  of  the  countess, 
who  delicately  endeavoured  to  dissipate  his  embar- 
rassment, with  an  ease  and  grace  peculiar  to  herself. 
When  be  had  mustered  some  degree  of  courage,  he 
began  to  play,  and  acquitted  himsdtf  in  so  masterly 
a  style,  as  to  receive  the  highest  encomiums  from 
the  cbuntess  and  several  ladies  and  gentlemen  who 
were .  present.  So  satisfied  was  his  noble  patrpness 
with  his  performance,  that  he.  was  instantly  ranked 
\  S8  one  of  her  m;usicians,  and^  shortly  a£ter,  was  ap- 


\ 
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pointed  her  own  piper^*  by  wUeb  he  hefome  pAvu 
kged  to  wear  on  hi^  right  vem  the  Shumm*^ 
crescent  in  silver,  the  proud  trophy  of  A#.  Pere^ 
obtained  in  the  Crusades* 

Allan  continued  at  the  Castle  upwaids  of  two 
years,  enoonnged  by  his  pafCroness,  sflod  csffessed  by 
the  diief  domestieSy  as  hi»  condoet  during  tibat  ps*- 
riod  was  vEeproachable.  This,  he  often  repeated 
when  advanoal  in  years,  was  the  happiest  period  of 
bis  life.  His  imkative  powen  were  of  the  irst 
order,  and  he  soon  acquired  an*  easy/  genteel,  and 
insinuating  address.  Having  a]i5<y  m  retentive  m^ 
mory  and  a  nice  discrimination,  he  readiiy  aoqutted 
i|iuidi  useful  knowledge,  and  might  hkve  passed  iit 

*  I3izabeib  Perey,  Diichett  of  N^vthuBbevlaad)  w^s^in  lier  oint. 
riglkt  Baroness  Percj>  Jjaoy,  Paf nings,  FitE-Payne>  Bry an,,  and 
Latimer^  being  sole  heitess  of  Algernon  Dhke  of  8omer8et>  and  of 
the  ancient  Eark  of  Northmnberland.  In  prodaiming  the  fkirs 
in  the  Percy  baronies^  it  was-an  ancient  coslom  for  her  stowaid  of 
the.co9i|»  tSie  bailifiiir  and  the  tenantry^  who- owe  snst  and  servio^ 
to  be  preceded  by  a  piper.  Allan  performed  this  service,  and  was 
hence  usually  called  the  duchess'  piper.  This  custom,  which  isr 
itSU  observed,  is  the  most  perfect  remains  of  watch  and  ward  that 
is  presa<ved  in  any  part  of  Ae  north  country-. 

The  amiable  oountess  was  oelebratedas  the  ornament  of  thecouit,. 
Vid  was  Lady  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  in  1763*  lb  1766,  she  be* 
came  Duehesa  of  Northumberland^  being  also  one  of  the  ladies  of 
her  majesty's  bed-chamber.  She  died  at  Northumberland  Housej^ 
Becember  5,  177^>  being  her  birth-day,  on  which  she  ^d  com- 
pleted her  6Mk  year ;  and  was  interred  in  her  family  vault  in  St 
Nicholas'  Chapel>  Westminster^,  December  IQA  frUowing.  Hev 
QS^itmisive  charidea  to  the  poor,  her  enconriLgement  of  literature 
and  the  polite  arts,  and  her' generous-  patronage  of  every  kind  of 
inerit ;  her  warm  attachment  to  her  friends,  her  goodness  to  her 
servants,  not  to  mention*  her  tender  affection  for  her  family,  made' 
heir  deatk  a  public  1qs8»  and  ca^osed^i^ta  be  deeply  lamenSed. 
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general  opinpeny  6>r  a  man  of  t^i^le  education.' 
As  his  mind  e^pand^^*  be  became  more  accurately 
acquainted  with  his  own  d^dwoies,  and  bitterly 
Jaxnpnted  his  ^arly  thojsghtlessnesa  and  av^sion 
from  kamli^  At  lengthy  he  formed  the  laudaUe 
resdutian  of  returning  to  his  naitive  village,  and  of 
/Kufasislting  aa  his  savings  until  he  had  acquired  tha 
elem^rts  of  an  English  educati<Hi,  which,  to  a 
young  man  of  sudb  quiqk  piuts,  would  not  have 
been  a  difficult  tflsk. 

•    One  of  the  countess*  attendants,  a  smart,  pretty 
girl,  2^)4  a  native  of  J^iddlesex,  conceived  a  strong 
p^atity  fi^  the  hapd^me,  witty»   and  spirited 
pi|^^  an4  endeavow^d,  by  eveify  feminine  airt,  to 
attHK^  his  regards.    The  domesties  soon  jperodved 
this,  npr  was  Allan  the  last  in  making  the  disco- 
very*   Slit  he  dared  not  to  trifle  With  the  fid^nga 
>9f  a  favourite  domestic ;  and  as  his  affections  were 
jp/eviously  engaged,  he  carefully  avoided  all  oppor- 
tupities   of   temptation  or  of   e2;planation,      A% 
\mg^  th^  muntess  .was  informed  of  th^  aSfyk^i 
Qvlien;  »fefding  solicitoiis  for  the  happiness  of  an 
esteemed  servant,  shet  desired  the  housekeeper,  d 
woman  of  ^eat  discr/^tjon,  to  investigate  the  ms(tf^ 
^.    Shie  reported  her  fears  that  th?  young  wcHuan-a 
pasaon  was  incurable,  and  that  Allan  luncnted  it 
deeply,  as  he  found  himself  unable  to  divest  hia 
heart  of  a  deep-ropted  and  sincere  affection  for  an^ 
other  object.    He,  hpwcv^,  proposed  to  le^ve  the 
Castle  for  a  time,  hoping  that  tus  absence  would 
enable  his  fair  admirer  to  eonquer  her  pcutudity  foF 
a  poor  stranger;  and  that  as  he  wished  tp  supply 
the  defects  of  his  education,  he  himself  would  ii^ 
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dctite  ^reat  advantaged  by  a*  teibpomry^  aliened 
from  the  Castle.  The  countess  was  much  pleased 
with  Allan's  genenxnty,  arid  also  with  fa&s  praisewor-^ 
thy  deske  fot  improvement.  She  tbctefore  sent  Mnr  Ik 
handsome  present  in  cash,  with  a  pair  of  small  pipes 
she  had  procured  from  Edinburgh,  handsomdy  made 
of  ivory,  and  decorated  with  silver  chains.  He  also 
received  miiliy  valuable^  presents  from  -his  broth» 
musicians  and  the  chiief  domestics,  with  strict  iiaf^ 
junctions  to  make  his  absence  as  short  as  possible.  ' 
Being  thus  loaded  with  favours,  Allan  returned 
t,  K^thbury,  much  improved  in  behaviour  and  ap. 
^>earal!ce.  His  father,  who  had  just  turived  fronk 
his  annual  excursion,  was  •  oteijdyed  at  a^h  bel 
holding  bis  favourite  son$*  and^  in  hcmotn*  of  his 

^'Robert  AUai^.  J«ni9$'  youogelt  broUiav  was-also.  an  ad^  oil 
)^e pipes;  but  fae.WBii(ted  the  shrewdness^  b^dness>  B^d'xrvH'vf 
his  brother.  He  was.  a  diiil-h>oking  man,  with  the  Gipsy  .scowling 
eye, ''  and  was  rustic  in  bis  mannersi,  and  awkward  in  his  gait.  Ih 
pilfering  he  seldom  escaped  detection,  and  was  often  apprdiendet 
find  pioniahed  fiip  desertion.  LikeMsfirther,  be^was  pasrinn^telf 
l^d  |i£  fishing*  On^  daf  ,•  whil)e  ^yi9g  to  a  conipany  at  WeMoa 
Bri4g!Qi»  a  person  entered  the  roon^  a^d  pbserved  that  he  had  seei^ 
a^  fine  salmon  in  a  certain  place.  •  Robert  instantly  sta^d  np^ 
fhrew  down  his  pipes^  rushed  otit  of  the  ropm,  and  ran  to  ^the  spot 
toentioned,  where,  in  crossing  the  stream  upon  a  plank,'  he  fisH 
ifitO'  the  iRatetf  and  wiks  mndi  bruised,  fie  neuter  i«ooTered  thi^ 
•cddent.  Feeling,  the  approach  of  dea^>  he  requested  tobebitt 
ried  near  to  his  lather;  but  when  the  overseers  refused  to.burj 
£im  there,  he  cried,  "  Wuns!  then  e'en  let  the  tree  lie  where  it 
fyil"  Imagining  that  a  drink  of  the  Coquet  watier  would  revive 
iim,  bk  wife^  a  native  of  Coldstream^  went  fer  a  bottle  full  of  the 
life^reviviBg  eord^.  Being  then  unable  to  drinks  he  pressed  th« 
TesseL  into  which  it*  had  been  poured  to  his  heart,  and  died.  He 
was  buiied  in  LongframUngton  church-yard  in  17^3^  and  in  th^ 
part  nearest  to  the  Coquet.    His  wife  survived  him  24  years* 
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ifetum^  he  invited  all  Hhe  jgath  in  the  neighbour^ 
kood  to  poortake  in  a  drink  and  a  dance. 
'  Unfoartunately  for  young  Allan,  the  schoolmaster 
under  whose  tuition  he  intended  to  place  himself, 
WBB  at  this  time  afflicted  with  a  nervous  fever. 
Being  thereby  left  without  any  regular  employe 
ment,  he  naturally  resumed  his  old  practices  of 
pouching,  fishing,  and  gambling;  and  while  not 
thus  engaged,  he  joined  the  dissipated  groups  who 
usually  flock  to  a  village  ale-house,  wher6  his 
music  and  witty  sallies  gained  him  the  loudest 
applause. 

The  young  woman  before  alluded  to,  on  whom 
Allan  had  fixed  his  affections,  was  a  servant  at  an 
inn  in  Rothbury.  She  was  a  forward,  neat,  witty 
girl,  and  by  her  humour,  and  sly,  indecent  jokes^ 
proved  highly  diverting  to  the  customers.  Many 
pretended  to  court  her ;  but  the  manly  piper  was 
her  favourite.  At  this  time,  she  had  resigned  her 
situation,  and  gone  to  visit  her  sister  at  Morpeth ; 
but  when  she  heard  that  Allan  had  returned^ 
dressed  like  a  gentleman,  and  his  purse  filled  with 
money,  she  hastened  back  to  Rothbury.  Allan  in- 
stantly waited  upon  her,  but  was  very  coldly  re- 
ceived. She  upbraided  him  with  neglect  and 
deceitfulness,^  spoke  movingly  on  the  mental  ago- 
nies she  had  lendured,  and  the  repeated  assurances 
she  had  received  of  his  attachment  to  other  favoured 
girls.  Allan  protested  his  innocence,  and  avowed 
his  unaltered  affection,  but  was  only  answered  by 
tears  and  incredulous  sighs.  Thus  he  passed  some 
days  in  the  cruellest  state  of  suspense ;  when,  by  a 
well<<:oneerted  plot^  he  was  induced  to  believe  tliat 
S  o 
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Fanny,  his  beloved,  was  about  to  bestow  fier  hand^ 
upon  a  rival.  Driven  to  madness  by  this  infomuu- 
tion,  Allan  scarcely  left  her  for  an  hour  until  she 
consented  to  become  his  spouse. 

Thus  was  the  wily  and  cautious  piper  outwitted, 
and  precipitated  into  a  hasty  and  unfortunate  mar- 
riage, by  a  woman  who  did  not  possess  a  single  ac« 
eompUshment  requisite  to  form  an  agreeable  partner. 
She  was  licentious,  drunken,  quarrelsome,  and  un- 
matched for  hypocrisy  and  low  cunning.  Yet  for 
such  a  creature  as  this  he  refused  an  amiable  girl, 
respectably  connected,  and  in  high  favour  with  his 
patroness.  But  such  inconsistency  of  conduct  has 
characterized  the  love  speculations  of  many  besides 
Allan,  and  from  whom  better  things  might  have 
been  expected*. 

After  marriage,^  AHan  formed  the  firm  resolu- 
tion of  leading  a  sober  and  industrious  life;  and 
while  he  Uved  with  his  wife,  his  conduct  was  most 
exemplary..  His  gains  were  considerable;  but 
plenty  did  not  ensure  domestic  happiness.  '  The 
thriftless  conduct  and  violent  temper  of  his  wife 
was  a  constant  subject  of  grief  and  regret.. 

There  lived  at  this  time  in  Rothbury  one  J^mes 
HiU,  a  tailor  "by  trade,"  and  in  whose  formation 
nature  seemed  to  have  indulged  some  of  her  most 
comical  freaks.  His  legs  were  bowed,  and  uncom- 
monly short ;  and  his  thighs  seemed  still  more  dis*** 
proportioned  to  a  large,  square  body.  His  shoulders 
were  broad,  and  his^  arms  surprisingly  long  and  mus- 
cular ;  while  his  immense  black  head  formed  a  strik- 
ing termination  to  this  mass  of  misshapen  matter. 
His  mouth  extended  almost  firom  ear  to  ear ;  wliile 
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•^nonnous  bushy  dark  whiskers  rendered  his  face 
still  more  frightful.  Yet  this  Caliban  had  the  art 
of  supplanting  in  his  wife's  affections  one  of  the 
handsomest  men  in  Northumberland. 

In  the  winter  season,  Allan  was  frequently  from 
his  home  sevend  nights  in  the  week,  which  afforded 
his  faathless  wife  many  opportunities  of  admitting 
this  disgusting  sinner  to  supply  her  unsuspecting 
husband's  place;  and  she  even  furnished  him  with 
cash  to  support  his  extravagance.  Although  Allan 
frequently  found  him  at  hif;  house  at  improperliours, 
yet  he  never  suspected  the  criminal  intercourse  car- 
ried on  in  his  absence,  until  the  hardened  villain  con- 
fessed his  crime,  in  order  to  gratify  his  vanity. 

Returning  home  one  winter  evening,  and  being 

much  fatigued,  for  he  had  travelled  upwards  of  30 

^niles  in  the  course  of  that  day,  he  met  his  father^ 

who  urged  him  to  partake  of  a  Ji^otpot^  old  Allan's 

favourite  beverage.    On  entering  the  public  house, 

they  found,  amongst  other  company,  this  Hill,  the 

•tailor,  who  was  nearly  intoxicated.    .He  instantly 

began  to  banter  James  on  his  jaded  appearance,  and 

threw  out  insinuations  which  were  well  understood 

1>y.the  whole  company,  except  AUan,  at  whom 

they  were  levelled.    At  length,  however,  he  asked 

the  meaning  of  an  improper  expression  which  Hill 

had  uttered,  when  the  impudent  profligate  openly 

boasted  of  the  illicit  intercourse  he  had  with  his 

-wife,  in  all  the  triumph  of  guilt  and  the  audiadty 

attendant  on  such  circumstances.    At  this  moment, 

old  Allan  happened  to  have  his  ^nuff-horn  in  his 

..hand,  which  I^e  dashed  with  fury  in  the  tailor's 

&ce;  and  had  he  not  been  restrained^  the  conse- 
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quenoes   might  have   been   fatal.*     The  injured  > 
•fames  sat  motionless,  nor  could  the  utmost  exer* 
tions  of  the  company  rouse  him  to  sensibility. 

Next  moniing,  a  surgeon  was  sent  for,  who  pro^ 
nounced  him  to  be  in  a  fever,  brought  on  by  fatigue 
and  irritation  of  mind.  Several  days  elapsed  before 
he  was  able  to  walk  down  stairs^  when  he  sent  a  mes* 
sage  to  his  wife,  begging  her  to  send  the  ten  guineas 
he  had  locked  in  the  chest,  as  he  wished  to  pay  the 
doctor's  bill,  lodging,  attendance,  &c. ;  but  the  mes* 
senger  returned  loaded  with  abuse.  A  benevolent 
farmer  who  was  present,  and  pitied  his  conditicm, 
took  him  home  until  his  health  was  re-established. 

Allan  now  returned  to  Alnwick  Castile,  resolving 
to  pluck  his  cruel  smd  faithless  wife  from  his, re- 
membrance. But  a  sense  (^  his  wrongs  continually 
haunted  his  mind ;  and,  in  order  to  lescape  from 
disagreeable  recdOiections,  he  plunged  into  every 
i^pecies  of  debauchery.  His  attendance  at  the  Cas^- 
tie  was  neglected;  and  when  he  was  wanted^  he 
was  gaierally  found  incapable  of  performing  from 
intoxication.  He  contracted  debts  in  every  quait. 
ter,  drank  freely  in  public  bouses,  and  usually  slunk 
away  without  paying  his  reckoning.  In  short,  he 
became  regardless  of  chaj:acter ;  and  his  first  thought 
in  every  company  seemed  to  be,  how  he  might 
plunder  them  the  most  securely  and  prc^tably.  # 

^  Such  is  Allan's  aceeunt  of  diis  aflUr.  Bf  t  Hill^  altbdb^ 
fleformed>  is  represented  to  have  been^  lilce  the  Black  Dwarf  jn 
the  Tales  of  my  Landlord^  an  uncommonly  muscular  man.  He 
also  excelled  in  the  pugilistic  art>  and  as  a  cudgel-player  was 
•greatly  distinguished*  Indeed^  such  was  liis  unequalled  strength, 
-Aatflo  nan  that  csnte  into  Us  gnsp  ever  escaped!  with  ixBfmjutf. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Atlaw  cnlifts  and  beoBOMS  Pfpn  to  the  NorthamberUuid  Bffli6ft^De8eiti«-M»* 
low  Efoip*— Goei  to  B««cait]e-«Taken  at  Stagsiimw  Bank  Fnr— FUm  ftaa  hk 

.  EMW^Tbafl  al  Harbottte  *Arrivei  at  Whitiingham— EriitU  and  dcMrts  again 
—Taken  at  Percy's  CKMs--CaTried  to  Alnwick— Released  through  the  CotmteM 
of  Northumberhmd— Short  Refinmation — Relapee— Banished  the  Castle— Seta 
off  fbr  Scodaod. 

A.LLAN  being,  in  consequence  of  fais  abandoned 
habits,  frequently  shunned  and  insulted,  resolved 
to  change  his  scene  of  action ;  and  as  the  Northum- 
berland Militia  was  then  embodying  at  Alnwick, 
he  inlisted  as  a  substitute.  He  was  then  in  the 
early  bloom  of  life  and  manhood,  and  his  fine  form 
appeared  to  advantage  in  the  military  garb  of  the 
day.  This  regiment  always  kept  a  piper  or  two, 
who  marched  in  the  van ;  and  as  Allan  could  give 
an  inimitable  expression  to  the  wild»  melancholy, 
and  warlike  sound  of  the  ancient  pibroehs,*  he  was 

*  Williafai  Richardson^  Esq.  notary  public  at  North  Shields, 
whose  deep  knowledge  in  trade  and  local  apatiqnities  will  be  long 
remembered,  and  who  died  on  Aug;uBt  29, 1824,  in  a  letter  he  ad« 
dressed  to  the  writer  in  1817>  tajs,  '^It  is  twenty  years  this  an« 
tomn  since  James  Allan  played  to  me>  lat  Elsdon  Court  Baron^  a 
port  pibroch  on  the  r^imental  Northumberland  bagpipes,  to  the 
astonishment  and  terror  of  sonie  of  the  speffiatoia/'  The  same  in- 
genious gentleman  accompanied  dua  informatiffla  with  the  follow^ 
ing  curious  production  :— 

WrttUnfor  the  Northumberland  RegmetUal  Bagpipes* 

A  BORDE&  GATHERING. 
A  supposed  invasion  of  the  Soots  haying  taken  place  in  the  ab- 
jMBoe  of  the  Pofoy  in  Palestine^  the  Gathering  of  the  Veaxridu^ 
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appointed  a  regimental  piper.    But  the  restraints  of 
a  military  life  did  not  accord  with  his  wayward 


.  a  Nortbumbrian  dan^  and  tbdr  allies^  to  repel  tiiem.    (In  tbe 
.  manner  of  the  Highland  pibrooh  Clan  ConneU,  as  written  by 

the  celebrated  Walter  Soott,  Esq.)     Respectfully  inscribed  to  a 

descendant  of  the  warlike  band  (Mf  Fenwicke. 

I. 

Pipe  of  Northumbrian  sound ! 

War-pipe  of  Alnwicke ! 
Wake  the  wild  hiUs  around. 

Summon  the  Fenwicke : 
Percy  at  Paynim*  war|^ 

Fenwicke  stands  foremost : 
Scots  in  array  from  far. 

Swell  wide  their  war-host. 

II. 

Now,  fierce  from  the  Border,  •  ^ 

Wolf-like  he  rushes ; 
Drives  southward  the  warder; 
•    Gore-tr^  forth  guAe.: 
Come  Spearman,  come  Bowman,t 

Gome  bold-hearted  Truewicke; 
Repel  the  proud  foe-man ; 

Join  lion-like  Bewicke. 

III.  I 

From  Fenwicke  and  Denwicke,^ 

Harkw  and  Hallington ;  J 

Sound  bugle  at  Alnwicke, 

Bi^pe  at  Wallington; 

*  The  Cnttade. 

4  SpesmmD,  B<nriiiiB,  TniewiclLe  (or  Timcke),  and  BeiHe^  | 

srfiimiliM,  dicntaineisorviiiibofPcNj,  andaOieiof  Fenwkl^  I 

sfwfaomcBDittothitday.  ** 

X  Hsmkts  in  N<nthiimb«rliiid.— Elf-hilli  (die  hiDf  of  the  ftbied),  nesr  Cwnbo. 
9b  John  ds  CMnbo  kept  a  wnlch  on  thin  Md  Ifas  n^booring  flmiaenoea;  * 
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habits ;  and  in  a  short  time  he  deserted,  and  secreted 
himself  in  Newcastle. 

Here  he  exchanged  his  soldier's  coat  for  an  did 
plain  one,  hought  an  old  hat,  and  tied  on  a  leathern 
apron,  so  as  to  look  like  a  garret^ngeh  In  a  short 
time,  his  money  was  spent ;  yet  he  durst  not  ven- 
ture out  in  day-light,  for  fear  of  detection.  One 
evening,  while  walking  along  the  Quayside  in  a 
melancholy  mood,  he  perceived  his  wife  Fanny  step- 


On  Elf-hills  th'  alarm-wisp^ 

Smonlders  in  pale  ray ; 
The  Iwbe  that  can  scarce  lisp 

Points  northward  the  bale-way. 

IV. 
Leave  the  pTongh^  leave  the  maw, 
.  Leave 'mill  and  smithioy 
Come  with  yonr  trusty  yewy 

Strong  arm  and  pithy  ;  • 

Leave  the  herd  on  the  hill. 

Lowing  and  flying ; 
Leave  the  ville,  cot^  and  mill,-^' 
The  dead  and  the  dying. 

V. 
Coilie,  chd  in  your  steel  jack. 

Your  war  gear  in  order^ 
And  down  hew^  or  drive  back 

The  Scot  o*er  the  Border  : 
And  yield  you  to  no  man ; 

Stand  firm  in  the  van-guard  ; 
Brave  death  in  each  foe-man. 

Or  die  on  the  green  sward- 

8  A  wiip  of  Hros^ct  fm^  moanted  opon  the  point  of  s  ipeir,  and  ttton  firt^ 
when  ft  raid  took  j^jiftce.  When  tbii  portentous  eorign  was  carried  through  thr 
Bevder-ooozitxyf  ex.ery  oae  kutsatly  flow  ts  Mmik    It  wai  the  HoUtroi. 
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ping  ashore  from  a  ship,  accompaniedf  by  a  sailofC 
Allan  uncovered,  and,  making  her  a  low  bow^ 
turned  ab(5ut,  and  walked  briskly  off/  He  was  now" 
certain  that  the  enemy  he  most  dreiKM  had  quitted 
Rothbury;  dhd  as  he  knew  no  other  person  that 
would  act  as  a  spy  .or  informer,  he  resolved  to  re* 
turn  to  his  native  village.  With  a  light  heart,  he 
quitted  the  town  in  which  he  had  been  so  k>ng 
starving  and  skulking;  and,  early  next  momii^ 
was  oveijoyed  to  see  Simonside  HOls  upon  his  left 
Though  faint  and  weary,  he  pushed  cmwards,  and 
Was  soon  seated  beneath  his  paternal  roof. 

Allan's  father  and  mother  received  him  with  the 
greatest  affection ;  though  the  former  swore  that  if 
he  had  belonged  to  the  Regulars^  he  would  not 
have  harboured  him :  but  tlie  Militia  was  quite  a 
different  thing;  no  man  of  iqpirit  wotAd  think  of 
continuing  in  it  who  had  legs  to  desert;  Thus  did 
old  Will  seize  upon  every  circumstance  that  could 
gratify  his  family  pride,  and  shew  his  contempt  for 
ordinary  men.  .  ^      ^* 

For  a  time  Allan  was  very  cautiocis,  and  seldom 
went  out  but  at  night.  However,  understanding 
one  day  that  there  was  to  be  an  otter  hunt,  he 
could  not  resist  the  temptaticxi  c^  seeing  it,  espe- 
cially as  he  had  a  dog  excdlent  at  the  sport.  Du- 
ring the  hunt,  the  son  of  the  high  constable  said 
something  to  vex  hhn,  whcfn  he  tumbled  the  im-* 
pertinent  youth  into  the  Coquet.  On  coming  out, 
he  stood  shivering  and  vowing  vengeance.  He 
then  went  home,  and  told  his  father  how  ill  he  had 
been  used  by  Jamie  the  piper,  observing  that  if  he 
was  not  apprehended  icft  desertion^,  another  nwp 
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would  ha^e  to  be  balloted  i|i  his  place.  The  father 
apfHToved  of  this  reaeoning,  and,  being  determined 
to  do  bis  duty,  raisied  a  posse  of  constables,  with 
whom  he  surnnmded  old  Allan's  cottage.  But  just 
as  they  w^e  approarinOf^  the  door,  James'  step-* 
mother  ^roeiTed  the  dallge^,  atid  instantly  bolted 
it.  One  of  the  constables,  a  jolly  publican  at 
Bothbury^  begged  the  old  people  to  give  up  the 
c^efider,  as  his  escape  was  impossible.  **  We  can* 
BQt  give  up,"  they  replied,  "  what  we  have  not ;  for 
poor  Jat&ie  has  gone  to  Shields,  where  he  means  to 
take  shipping  for  llondon." — ^"^Oh!  Tm  glad  to 
hear  that,"  whisp^^ed  the  constable,  ''fpr  I  would 
be  very  sorry  to  see  the  son  of  an  old  heighbour 
punished ;  but  I  must  do  my  duty,  and  will  just 
look  in  for  the  fox,  which  wiU  satisfy  all  parties." 

The  old  #oman  now  whispered  James  to  go  to 
Hie  back  window,  and  make  a  noise  as  if  he  In- 
tepded  to  come  out  there.  The  whole  party,  hear- 
ing this,  ran  backward  to  catch  him}  when  his 
father  drew  back  the  wooden  bolt  of  the;  door,  and 
ran  oiF  with  his  utmost  speed,  while  his  wife  jstood 
on  the  threshcdd,  shaking  her  apron,  and  screaming 
out,  **  Run,  Jamie,  run."  This  stratagem  fully  suc- 
ceeded :  the  constables  all  joined  in  the  pursuit,  and 
ran  above  a  mile  with  great  spirit ;  when  old  Allan 
leisurely  drew  up,  and,  turning  round  to  his  pur- 
suers,  said,  with  a  sarcastic  grin,  *^  I  dare  say  Jami^ 
will  be  far  enough  off  now."  And  so  Jamie  was^ 
As  soon  as  his  father  had  drawn  the  enemy  in  pur- 
suit of  him,  he  stole  gently  off  in  a.  different  direc** 
tion,  being  confident  that  no  man  could  catch  hixia 
by  superior  speed. 
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On  considmng  where  he  c6uld  procure  a  secure 
hiding-place,  he  determined  to  visit  a  friend  who 
lived  at  BewCQstle  in  Cumberland^  and  who  was  a 
hearty,  jolly  fellow,  with  whom  he  had  drunk, 
gambled,  jumped,  ran;  and  wrestled.  The  hospita* 
ble  Cumbrian  received  Allan  with  great  kindness^ 
and  felt  pleased  at  being  thus  accidently  enabled  to 
gratify  his  friends  with  the  best  pipe  music  ever 
heard  in  that  country.  In  a  short  time,  his  friend 
was  compelled  to  go  to  Stagshaw  Bank  fair  with 
some  horses  be  had  for  sale;  and  Allan,  notwith* 
standing  the  most  pressing  remonstrances  to  the 
contriuy,  determined  to  accompany  him.  Having 
rode  with  his  friend  to  Hexham,  he  there  left  him, 
and  proceeded  on  fdot  to  the  fair. 

Here  he  soon  met  with  an  old  acquaintance,  with 
whom  he  stept  into  a  tent  to  take  a  pint  of  ale ; 
when  the  first  person  he  saw  was  the  serjeant  of  the 
company  to  which  he  was  attached.  Not  wishing 
to  renew  his  acquaintance  with  this  man„  he  told 
his  companion  to  stop  for  a  few  minutes,  and  rose 
to  depart.  On  passing,  the  serjeant  laid  hold  of  his 
arm,  saying,  "  Is  not  your  name  Allan  ?**  Without 
replying,  Allan,  with  one  blow,  laid  the  serjeant 
sprawling  at  his  feet,  and  then,  rushing  out  of  the 
.  tent,  ran  swiftly  down  the  fair.  But  those  who 
had  seen  the  soldier  struck,  followed  him  closely, 
crying,  "  Stop  thief !"  when  a  brawny  fellow  bore 
against  him  with  his  broadside,  and  gave  hini  a 
complete  somerset.  He  was  then  pinioned,  and 
sent  into  confinement  until  a  party  came  to  CMivey 
him  to  his  regiment 
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Allan's  Beweastle  friend  was  extremely  sorry 
wheh  tdd  of  the  circumstance,  and  kindly  sent  him 
a  guinea.  At  length,  his  escort  arrived,  consisting 
of  three  hearty  fellows,  natives  of  Tweedside,  fond 
of  ftiri  and  frolic,  and  but  little  acquainted  with  the 
rigours  of  military  discipline.  Allan,  having  mo- 
ney, csurried  it  on  jovially  with  his  civil  guardians.. 
On  the  second  day,  they  halted  at  a  public  house» 
intending  to  stop  all  night;  and  as  none  of  them 
were  fatigued,  they  went  into  a  yard  behind  the 
4iouse  to  amuse  themselves.  Allan  bet  a  gallon  of 
«le  that  he  cbuld  excel  the  whole  of  them  at  quoits ; 
tod  as  the  yard-wall  was  high,  the  corporal  took  off 
his  handcuffs  without  the  least  hesitation.  The 
play  went  on,  and  meanwhile  the  soldiers  drank  a 
,good  quantity  6f  ale;  but  Allan  was  cautious. 
.The  quoits  ware  at  length  put  aside,  when  the  soU 
diers  began  disputing  who  was  the  ]best  shot.  A 
mark .  was  therefore  s^  up,  at.  which  they  began 
firing  with  baU,  James  being  appointed  umpire. 
After  much  wrangling,  they  |aid  down  their  fire- 
locks ;  when  Allan  asked ,  why  they  had  ceased 
firing.  "Because  aU  our,dhrot  is  done,"  was  the  an- 
swer.— "But  you  have  surely  one  charge  left,  tha.t 
I  may  shew  you  my  skill  ?'* — "  No,  none  of  us  lias 
a  particle  left."—"  Then,  friends,"  said  Allan  briskly, 
"  it  is  time  for  me  to  quit  you-^may  you,  have  9 
pleasant  jouifney ;"  and  springing  upon  the  wall,  he 
.disappeared  in  a  moment.  The  soldiers  were  so 
amazed  at  their  own  folly,  and  his  audacious  elope*- 
ment,  that  none  attempted  to  follow. 

Allan  hastened  across  the  county  of  Durham 
with  the  utmost  speed,  and  never  halted  imtil  he 
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had  reached  Shotley  Bridge.  From  tiiis  phee  he 
proceeded  to  Bellingham  in  Nortibumberland,  by 
way  of  Heiham.  Ifcre  he  had  so  many  friendi 
and  acquaintances,  that  his  retreat  could  not  be 
long  concealed.  He  therefore  resolved  to  visit  his 
nncle  at  Holystone,  with  whom  he  remained  aboiiit 
a  fortnight ;  when,  becoming  w^ary  and  restiess^  he 
wandered  about  at  night  amongst  the  adjc»nin|r 
hamlets.  One  evenings  he  was .  kindly  .entertained 
by  a  farmer  at  Harbottiie,  who  was  fond  of  the 
small  pipes.  A  schoolmaster  was  boarded  in  the 
bouse,  and  he  consented  to  p^miit  Allan  to  ciiare^ 
his  bed  during  the  night,  as  a  heavy  rain  was  falk 
mg.  About  day-break,  Allan  arose,  dressed,  and 
took  his  leave,  with  many  expressions  of  gratefol 
feeling.  The  schoolmaster,  or  I^ominie^  as  he  is 
called  in  the  north,  on  rising,  missed  his  watch* 
The  farmCT,  who  knew  Jamie^  halHts,  felt  highly  ^ 
exasperated  at  dbis  breach  of  hospitality,  an<^ 
mounting  his  horse,  accompanied  by  his  son  and  a 
constable,  galloped  after  the  c^endi^.  They  soon 
perceived  his  figure,  and,  pushing  ftHward  their 
horses,  gave  chase.  Allan  bounded  over  the  ground 
with  a  swiftness  that  both  surprised  and  vexed  his 
pursuers.  The  chase  was  to  the  westward,  where  the 
country  grows  very  hilly  and  rocky.  In  one  places 
there  is  a  deft  in  the  rock  forty  feet  deep  and  four- 
teen feet  wide  at  the  mouth,  with  a  projecting  ^elv)- 
ing  ledge  about  twelve  feet  from  the  top.  Allan, 
finding  his  pursuers  close  upon  him,  ran  to  this 
spot,  and,  by  a  bold  spring,  jumped  upon  the  ledga 
The  farmer  and  his  friends  diecked  their  horses, 
and  looked  seriously  at  eac^  otter,  imagining  that 
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iile  despen^  snd  guilty  nuin  must  be  dashed  tp 
paeoes.  On  dismounting,  they  approached  the  hor* 
xible  chasm  witli  great  caution,  and,  on  looking 
BY€T^  saw  jAU&n  standing  on  the  hbtkxw  projection^ 
and  laughing  at  his  followers.  The  farmer  ex«> 
dLaimed,  **  Let  us  tetum  home,  my  fideods,  or  worse 
may  be£al  us,  frar  it  is  clear  the  deril  has  helped  the 
Idlow.**  At  night,  Allan  contrived  to  climb  up, 
and  wandered  across  the  country  he  knew  not 
where.  At  length,  he  reached  Wbittin^^m,  huD^ 
gry,  thirsty,  and  pennykss. 

Here  he  enta^ed  the  prindpal  public  house,  and 
lioldly  ordered  dinner.  Some  company,  being  pre» 
sent,  he  drew  out  bis  pipes^  and  struck  up  *^  Cut 
and  D^  Doify,^*  which  so  highly  pleased  a  farmer 
who  was  present,  that  he  gave  him  lialf-a^erown ; 
and  being  soon  after  recognized  by  several  of  the 
infaabitants  of  that  merry  little  place,  they  advised 
iam  to  r^nain  amongst  them  till  his  finances  were 
recruited,  for  his  appearance  indicated  that  they 
were  at  a  low  ebb. 

To  thi3  proposal  Allan  readily  consented,  and 
)spent  two  or  three  days  very  agreeably ;  but  a  re- 
cruiting  party  coming  to  the  house^  the  large 
bounty  offered  proved  too  great  a  temptation  to  be 
resisted.  While  his  bounty-money  lasted,  whidi 
was  only  fwr  a  very  short  time,  he  was  joUy  and 
careless ;  .but  when  all  was  spent  except  a  few  shiL 
Mngs,  he  resolved  to  depart  When  the  family  on 
whom  he  was  billetted  had  retired  to  rest,  he 
packed  up  his  pipes  and  his  scanty  wardrobe^  and 
slipped  down  from  his  chamber  window.  A  re- 
cruit, who  was  returning  to  his  quarters  from  sup- 
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ping'  with  a  fHend,  observed  his  fellow  recruit^i» 
descent;  and,  suspecting  his  design,  ran  to  alarm  tbe 
Serjeant  and  corporal,  who  lodged  together ;  and  in 
a  few  minutes,  the  three  set  out  in  pursuit  of  the 
fugitive. 

It  being  a  fine  moonlight  night,  thel  party  walked 
forward'  at  their  utmost  speeJ,  and,  on  reaching 
Hedgely  M<k)r,  caifght  a  glimpse  of  the  active  de- 
serter. The  corporal  now  stole  upon  him  in  such 
sileiice  as  to  be  able  to  seize  his  arm.  When  Allan 
turned  around  and  saw  the  red  coat,  a  sense  of  his 
danger  flashed  upon  his  mind;  and,  by  a  sudden 
and  desperate  exertion,  he  freed  himself  from  thi 
corporal's  grasp,  jumped  over  the  ditch,  and  ran  at 
the  top  of  his  speed.  His  escape  now  appeared 
certain ;  but  the  grass  being  wet,  his  foot  slipped, 
and  he  fell.  On  rising,  his  pursuet*s,  who  had  come 
up,  endeavoured  to  seize  him ;  but  he  again  escapedl 
In  running,  he  felt  his  ancle  was  sprained;  when 
observing,  at  the  distance  of  a  few  yards,  a  stone 
pillar,*  he  placed  his  back  against  it,  and  with  his 

•  '*  On  Hedgely  Moor,  Sir  Ralph  Percy,  with  the  Lords  Hun- 
gerford  and  Ross,  in  1463  encountered  King  Edward's  forces,  iin* 
der  the  command  of  Sir  John  Neville  Lord  Montacute,  Warden 
of  the  Eastern  Marches.  Sir  Ralph's  companions  in  arms  fled  on 
tibe  first  onset ;  but  he,  with  the  spirit  of  a  Percy,  maintained  his 
ground,  and  died  fighting  bravely  for  Henry  VI.  whose  cause  he 
espoused.  His  dying  words  were,  ''  /  have  saved  ike  bird  in  my 
"breast;"  meaning  his  faith  to  his  party.  A  monument  called 
p£BCY'8  Cbobs  was  erected  in  memory  of  this  brave  warrior.  It 
stands  in  a  field  aliont  60  paces  east  of  the  road  which  runs  from 
Mor|)eth  to  Wooler,  and  at  a  small  distance  north  of  the  21  mile 
stone.  It  consists- of  a  stone  pillar  fixed  on  a  pedestal^  having  the 
Percy  and  Lucy  arms  rudely  cut  upon  it  in  relief  ""^Mackenzie's 
'-Hist*  of  Nortkumb.  voL  ii*  p.  18. 
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stick  felled  to  tbe  ground  both  the  serjeant  and  the 
eorporal%  The  recruit  kept  at  a  respectful  distance  ; 
nor  did  the  others  seem  inclined  to  rise  and  renew 
the  combat  But  the  severe  pain  Allan  suffered 
from  the  sprain  compelled  him  to  sit  down,  when 
the  heroes  approached  and  secured  him.  Being  an« 
able  to  walk,  he  was  put  into  a  cart,  and  escorted  to 
Alnwick^  where  the  officer  that  superintended  the 
recruiting  parties  of  his  regiment  was  stationed. 

Allah's  reflections  on  his  joumqr  were  painfully 
acute.  The  disgrace  of  being  thus  dragged  into  a 
place  where  he  had  once  been  so  respected  and 
happyf  generated  the  most  humiliating  and  agoniz- 
ing feelings*  On  entering  the  town,  a  serjeant  of 
the  Northumberland  Militia  recognized  and  claimed 
the  deserter.  A  dispute  arose,  a  crowd  was  soon 
collected,  aiid  he  was  brought  to  an  inn  from  which 
he  had  (mce  been  expelled  with  great  indignity* 
Hia  distresi^  was  now  complete ;  and  beit^  lanie^  he 
saw  no  means  of  esc^ing  from  the  dii^graceful  and 
disagreeable  predicament  in  which  he  was  placed. 

But  Allan,  who  was  never  long  depressed,  soon 
deqided  on  a  scheme  for  effecting  his  liberation. 
There  was  a  respectable  domestic  at  the  Castle,  who 
had  done  him  many  acts,  of  kindness.  Td  this  man 
he  sent  a  message,  requesting  the  favour  of  an  im- 
mediate call,  which  was  promptly  granted ;  when 
James,,  in:  a  very  sorrowful  and  moving  manner, 
implored  his  interference  with  the  countess,  pictur* 
ing  the  distraction  into  which  he  had.  been  driven 
by  his  wife's  infidelity,  and  which  had  caused  bis 
late  iitegular  practices,  and  promising,  with  the 
most  solemn,  vows,  to  abandon  his  evil  pmctictfa^ 
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Hb  oU  friend  wm  aflbcted^  but  urged  tbat  as  tfite 
countess  abhorred  vice  in  all  shapes^  no  apologjr  on 
his  behalf  vould  be  listened  to;  but  Allan  conti« 
nued  to  importune  him  in  such  a  piteous  strain^ 
that  at  last  he  yielded,  and  promised  to  represent 
the  penitent's  case  to  his  exalted  lady. 

The  Jbenevolent  countess,  on  hearing  of  Allan^g 
wretched  conditioo,  atad  his  earnest  promises  of 
amendment,  resolved  to  relieve^  him  from  hiK  diffi« 
culties.  He  was  removed  to  a  more  commodious 
apartment  in  the  ipn,  his  wants  were  supplied,  and 
a  sum  of  medley  wnt  to  enable  him  to  renew  lut 
wardrobe ;  while  letters  were  despatched  to  the  co^^ 
lonels  of  the  two  regiments  into  which  he  had  en^^ 
listed,  solictthig '  his  disehaige,  which  was  readily 
aent  to  his  honourable  patroness. 

On  recovering,  Allan  repaired  to  the  Castle,  and^ 
through  the  int^xsession  of  his  friends,  was  admit- 
ted into  the  presence  of  the  countess^  whom  he 
humbly  thanked  an  his  knees,  promising  to  behave 
so  in  Aiture  as  tP  tetrieve  his  lost  character.  After 
a  severe  admonition,  he  was  once  more  reinstated 
amongst  the  musicians.  For  a  few  months,  he 
conducted  .himself  with  great  decorum ;  but  in 
time  he  began  ts  relax,  recurred  to  his  old  halrits, 
began  to  gamble  and  drinks  and  to  violate  the  good 
order  observed  in  the  Castte.  He  was  seriously  ad- 
monished by  the  house  steward;  but  at  last  his 
eonduet  grew  insupportable,  which  reaching  the 
ears  of  the  oountess,  he  received  an  order  to*  quit 
the  Castle  widiin  one  hour. 

This  mandate  was  too  peremptory  to  be  disu 
4>beyed.    Allan  ther^ore  took  leave  of  the  domes- 
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tiG0»  and  wto  slowly  departing  with  a  heavy  heart, 
when  a  female  figure,,  muffled  up  in  a  long  doak, 
glided  from  behind  an  angle  near  the  pwter's  lodge, 
and,  alii^nng  a  small  packet  into  his  hand,  siloitly 
walked  away.  Allan  was  surprised  at  the  strange- 
ness and  suddenness  of  the  action,  and,  on  repairing 
to  a  public  house/ where  he  intended  to  lodge  all 
night,  resolved  to  retire  and  examine  the  packet 
After  unfoldin£r  a  quantity  of  blue  paper,  he  found 

-  This  was  a  most  welcome  sight,  as  his  whole 
stock  ci  cash  did  not  exceed  five  shillings.  He  tor-« 
tured  his  imagination  in  vain  conjectures  respecting 
who  had  been  the  generous  donor;  and,  though 
many  years  afterwards*,  he  learned  that  he  was  in* 
debted  to  the  liberality  of  the  female  domestics^ 
each  of  whom  had  contributed  a  part. 

Kext  morning,  Allan  departed  from  Alnwick> 
lesolving  to  quit  his  native  county  for  ever;  and 
that  no  trace  of  his  route  might  be  discovered,  he 
crossed  the  country  by  fields  and  bye4anes,  and 
never  halted  until  he  had  reached  Coldstream. 
Here  he  slept  all  night,  and  early  in  the  morning 
set  forward  to  Eelso» 
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iMl.  •<  Miybole— Battles  amop^  the  Gip^  Tribes— Mwd*  ofa  Chie&^Al- 
1aa*B  Deoger-^Mw  Vm  Wtt»— Fl%lit  to  GsmpbeBtoB-^ODulest  of  PIpciS" 
Kamwr  Krif  .i  Twwlf  to  MNwpgh, 


On  enJieruig  EcIma  AQaa  Hi«t  an  ^gplrr  (9  pexflptt 
who  travels  the  couj^try  to.  biity  €gga)i»  who  aaked 
hutt  if  h^  was  not  the  pip^  her  bad  0i)cc|.  the  plea- 
sure of  hearing  at  Berwick.  ^  Flrohably  SfCb"  "ww 
the  aoswer.-^^'^Then  you  go  with  bsi»^  mid  Ib9 
itomger,  ''a^d  yoa  d»U  haye  the  hest  entertato^ 
ment  the  towa  afibrda.''  AHair  aece|}^ted  the  kind 
i^Yitatioii>  and  was  plentif utty  regaled  in  jbl  pyMyb 
house.  The  eompa^y  wefct  d^hted  with  hk 
mwiio,  and  the  nasiciaA  wm  tqtjally  ploised  with 
the  hearty  maiHiers  of  hm  h^tuexB^  He  tlMr^ofe 
fiot  ^y  j^yedy  but  also  dftno^d;  wmg^  told  d«dft 
ytories^  wad  acted  th^  niiioic»  ao  lit  to  heoome  a 
great  altmotioa  to  the  house.  On  the  semnd  e¥iQii«» 
ingi  and  while  in  the  h^-day  of  hts  megnrunent^  he 
agreed  to  sleep  at  the  lodgingii  of  a  haiidawie  mm 
ducing  female;  but  in  the  morning  he  found,  to 
his  great  mortification,  that  both  his  money  and  his 
fair  friend  had  disappeared. 

Failing  in  obtaining  any  information  respecting 
the  plunderer,  Allan  departed  for  Jedburgh,  deeply 
mortified  at  his  own  simplicity  and  foUy.  Bnter- 
ing  an  inn  in  that  town,  he  asked  permissioH  of  the 
landlord  to  play  a  few  tunes  on  the  small  pipes^ 
which  was  dieerfully  granted.    The  persons  pre- 
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mil  ttcpNbsfed  thek  edDiiratidn  of  Ids  n^tiaical  ta- 
Ittiti^  Jtad  rewarded  hhA  hafidsomeiy.  He  now 
TcbtilBcei  to  order  a  comfortable  meal.  Shortly 
after^  a  f armef  «  son  l^tered,  and  was  paid  a  sum  of 
mbi}py  hj  a  cattli&4]ealer,  who  tteated  the^yodth  lib 
berally-with  wme.  Being  greatly  elevated,  and  the 
dealer  having  taken  his  leave,  he  asked  Allan  to 
play  him  a  tuiie.  iThe  wily  musician  slftecled,  to  fee 
thy,  and  proposed  they  sKpuld  retire  into  a  smaU 
par&ur  he  had  noticed  at  the  badi^  part  ci  the 
btm^.  Hete  Whiiky  Wm  ^oitlefed  to  be  broujght ; 
and^rihen  Allaii  ^etftfeived  the  tinsuspectitig  yotifh 
Was  nearly  intoxicated^  ^e  proposed  a  game  at  cards.' 
The  proposal  beii^  agreed  to»  in  less  than  an  hour 
the  yoirth's  pockets  were  ebqrtied  of  £80;  ^UPter 
t(fbich,  Matt  iMmA  tiMi  kttdlord  in  ^ftiftg  him 
to  bed.  KnoT^ng  that  this  affair  would  ttbt  b6At 
investigatipi^  he  decamped  the  same  niglbt,  andt 
travelled  to  HawidiL,  where^  iif tw  resting  a  /ahort 
time,  he  resumed  his  joum^,  resolving  to  go  to 
Glasgow. 

On  arriving  at  MoSaiy  he  met  a  txipsy  girl,  with 
briUiant»  expressive,  black  eyes.  On  conversing 
tritii  her»  he  understood  that  she  bad  been  mending 
diina  dnd  telling  fortunes^  in  ihat  neighboiilrhiood 


♦  Tinfe  tote  ptatiMtA  fey  tto  ^ptj  ^rlbe  aifft  iiiu<isr»rily  tfi#  gamfc 
Mr.  Jargenscm  met  ^nik  tn  csmaent  GSj^y.in  Qermaiiy^  who,  in 
exchange  for  a  lonit  i'kft,  em&teiiBiGaled  U^  hink  the  McreU  ef  het 
§rter.  p 

"  '^'Oii  A  eeeand&ft/^  sayft  ihe^  ^' when  itoAitied  wwuen  oMisult  xui 
it.  k  ptopet  the  mefl  should  not  be  piresent:  We  invariably  tell 
them  tlH^  they  hare  been  nnlddrfid  to  their  hoslMmdt,  and  we  ace 
generally  right :  they  will  look  on  na  with  ^  rery  aignificaiit  amiH 
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icft  several  weeks.  Allah  accompanied  her  to  het 
lodgings,  when  his  manly  appearance,  added  tot 
tiie  sweetness  of  his  melody,  soon  captivated  the 
heart  of  this  vagrant  bnmette«  After  the  ac-* 
qiiaintance  of  a  few  hours,   they  agreed  to  be 


evidently  iatimatiiig  tlieir  persuasion  tlial  we  must  certainly  deal 
with  tlie  black  art.  Most  women>  indeed^  are  more  pleased  mtb 
l^e  idea  of  having  the  power  to  charm  the  men>  than  they  are 
"proud  of  their  chastity*  Only  <mce  in  my  life  have  I  been  out  of 
my  calculation :  I  shall  never  forget  it  while  I  live :  a  laige  gigan*'' 
tic  woman  knocked  me  down,  and  trampled  on  me>  for  telling  her 
that  she  was  false  to  her  husband;  but  she  was  so  monstrous  ugly, 
and  so  brutal  in  her  manners,  that  her  virtue  could  never  be  endan* 
gered :  her  husband  had  married  her  for  the  sake  of  a  little  money. 
-  ''  We  also  inform  a  married  woman  that  there  was  some  person/ 
befoi%  her  marriage,  whom  she  would  havepreferred  to  her  hua* 
bandj  could  she  have  obtained  him;  and  that  she  still  thinks  of 
him  at  times,  with  feelings  of  regret.  Here  we  are  commonly  cor- 
rect, for  scarcely  one  out  of  five  hundred  poor  women  is  united  to 
tiie  titan  she  loves ;  she  snatches  at  the  first  that  will  have  her,  fat 
fear  <of  getting  none  at  all. 

"  Young  girls  are  more  easily  satisfied  than  married  women :  wi^ 
have  only  to  tell  them  that  a  number  of  young  men  are  in  love 
with  them ;  that  they  will  soon  be  married  to  the  man  of  Iheir 
fency;  and  we  give  them  letters  in  abundance.  Some  jealous 
maid  will  request  us  to  set  a  spdl  on  a  rival,  and  to  turn  the  hard 
heart  of  her  lover :  this  we  readily  promise  to  do ;  as,  in  this  ease* 
we  receive  a  handsome  fee,  sometimes  ten  or  twelve  sous. 

"  Old  maids  are  the  most  troublesome :  they  wish  to  know  whe- 
ther their  fliture  lover  be  of  a  daric  or  fair  complexion;  friietfaer 
he  be  handsome,  tender  hearted,  in  love  up  to  both  ears  with,  theory 
eonstant,  kind,  and  every  thing  that  is  pretty." 

The  cuttings  and  shufflings  of  cards,  this  Gipsy  avowed,,  were 
only  to  amuse  and  deceive;  yet  such  is  the  natural  cooni&xian  be- 
tween hypocrisy  and  credulity,  diat  this  impostor  waft  always  hiyr 
ing  them  out  to  see  what  her  bver  was  about  l^^^hrgensen'^  Trab* 
in  France  and  G&rm.  1817* 
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united,  and  ^ere  immediatelj  pledged  in  the  prs« 
sence  of  a  gang  of  mtigger^,^  who  were  encamped 
near  tiie  place.  Several. days  weBe  spent  in  merri* 
ment  amongst  the  jolly  Gipsies,  on  account  of  the 
Biiptaals ;  and  as  Allan  was  wdl  stocked^  with  cash, 
he  used  it  freely  and  liberally. 

His  new  spouse  gave  him  to  imderstand  that  she 
was  no  mean  personage,  being  allied  by  ties  of 
blood  to  Will  Marshall,  a  Gipsy  chief  of  great  cele* 
haty^  and  to  whose  residenci^  she  proposed  to  con- 
duct him.  Allan  did  not  feel  much  jdeased  with 
this  proposal.  He  knew  that  Jean  his  wife  was  too 
handsome  and  too  dever  to  have  escaped  the  notice 
of  all.  the  young  men  of  her  tribe ;  and  knowing 
the  jealousy  and  vindictiveness  of  the  Gipsies,  he 
was  afraid  of  the  consequences.!     His  wife,  on 

*  Hawkers  of  earthen  warej  atrade  carried  on  toagreat;  extent 
hf  tbe  Gipsy  tribes- 

f  From  the  following  anecdotes,  related  by  Mr.  Hogg»  author 
•f  "  The  Queen's  Wabej"  it  would  seem  that  Allan's  apprehen- 
sions were  not  altogether  unfounded :— '^  It  was  in  the  month  of 
May  that  a  gang  of  Gipsies  came  up  Ettrick ;— one  party  of  them 
ledged  at  a  £Eurm«hoase  called  Soob-Gleugh,  and  the  rest  went  fyt* 
.ward  to  Cossarhill,  another  htm  about  a  mile  farther  on.  Among 
ihe  latter  was  ome  who  played  on  the  pipes  and  violin>  delighting 
att  that  heard  him;  and  the  gang,  principally  on  his  account^  were 
very  dvilly  treated.  Next  day  the  two  parties  again  joined,  and 
proceeded  westward  in  a  body. .  There  were  about  thirty  souls  lA 
idly  and  they  had  five  horses.  On  a  sloping  grassy  spot,  which  I 
Imow  very  well,  en  the  farm  of  Brokhoprig,  they  halted  to  rest. 
Here  the  haple^  musician  quarrelled  with  another  of  the  tribe 
labout  a  girl,  who,  I  tiiink,  was  sister  to  the  latter.  Weapons  were 
instantly  drawn;  and  the  piper  losing  oourage,  or  knowing  that 
(he  was  not  a  match  for  his  antsgmiiftt,  fled«»the  other  pursuing 
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being  made  aeqiiaihted  with  his  lieani  laughed^  and 
asftured  him^  with  gr^at  confideltee)  ihat  th««  tx^ 
isted  no  danger/  for  ncAie  of  her  tribe  poMeiaed 

abi«  lit  Ilk  litfdft.  Knr  a fdl  mite  aad  a  hdf  tbd)' otatitiu^U 
atrain  most  violently^ — the.<nie  nmaiiig  £»r  IS&j  and  tbe  othat 
thkating  lor  bIood«— mntil  they  came  again  to  Coaaarhill^  the  {ilaee 
they  had  left  Hia  family  were  all  gone  oat^  either  to  the  aheep 
or  the  peat8>  save  one  servant  girl.  Who  waa  baking  toead  at  the 
kitchen  table,  when  the  piper  roahed  breathless  into  Ihe  hMisev 
She  acreamed,  and  asked  \«imt  waa  die  turner,  lie  answeeed^ 
'  Nm  skaith  t6  yott— oae  Aaith  to  yo«-«Ar  €td  in  heavM'a  sake 
hide  m^ !'  With  that  he  essayed  to  hide  ktmself  behind  a  salt^ 
barrel  that  stood  in  a  comer— but  his  nithleaa  pnrsueir  inatantlj 
entering,  his  panting  betrayed  him.  The  ruffian  pulled  him  ottt 
by  the  hair,  draped  him  Into  the  middle  of  the  iodf,  and  ran  hiai 
thfongh  the  body  with  his  dizk*  The  piper  never  aaked  fiir  mercy; 
bi^t  cursed  the  ^ther  as  hmg  as  he  had  breath.  The  girl  was 
struck  motionless  with  horror,  but  the  murderer  told  her  never  to 
heed  or  r^ard  it,  for  no  ill  should  happen  to  her.  It  was  this 
wmhan's  daughter^  Isabel  6Mtt,  who  told  me  liie  fttory,  whidi  she 
had  often  heard  related  with  all  the  minute  pa^dulara«  If 'sh^ 
had  been  still  alive,  I  think  she  would  have  been  bordering  upon 
ninety  years  of  age;-^her  mother,  when  this  happened,  waa  a 
ysfimg  mnnarried woman'^^^t,  it  seems,  te  be  kltclien«-maid  ina 
fiuwi^ieesei^'-^o  that  this  must  have  taken  place  about  one  hua* 
dred  yean  since.  By  the  time  the  breath  was  well  out  of  the  tin- 
fvftunate  musician,  some  more  of  the  gang  Bfrii^>  bringing  wfcft 
tbem  a  horse,  on  whieh  they  earned  bade  the  body>  and  boried  it 
en  the  spot  where  they  Ibrst  qnairdled.  Hia  gmve  is  maslted  by 
ene  ston6  at  the  head,  and  another  at  the  foot,  wUch  ^  Bipsim 
themselvea  placed  ^  and  it  is  still  looked  upon  by  the  rustles  as  a 
dangerofitf  plao6  for  a  walking  ghost  to  this  day«  There  was  no 
cognieance  taken  ef  the  affidr,  that  any  d  the  eld  p^pk  ever 
heard  of-*^bttt  God  fbrbid  tbflt  every  amorous  minstrel  should  be 
so  sharidy  taken  to  task  in  these  days ! 

"There  is  a  similar  stet^,  of  later  datt>  of  a  asitrder  committed 
at  Lowrie'e  Den,  on  Seotra  BiO,  by  one  Gipsy  on  andther ;  but  I 
do  not  remember  the  partionhiis  fiurtker  than  that-it  waa  betoe 
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either  the  will  or  the  power  of  mjoring  any  friend 
whcnn  she  wis  pleased  to  prateofL  At  length, 
Allan  yidded,  though  radier  wliielBntly»  to  her 
eitreaties. 

Taking  lefKve  of  their  friends,  the  travellers  pro« 
ceeded  westwaiid  to  Queensberry,  when,  afi;er  rest. 
ing  for  two  or  three  day^  they  repaired  to  May- 
bdle  in  Ajnrshiie.  In  a  hovel,  near  this  place,  ikey 
foand  Will  Marshall  and  some  of  his  gang.  He 
received  AUan^s  companion  with  a  hearty  welcome, 
enqiniing  what  success  had  attended  her  journey, 
and  whaifc  places  i^  had  vkited ;  to  all  of  which 
questiOiis  she  gave  the  most  sattsfactoiy  answers. 
At  length,  viewing  AUan  with  particular  attentioq, 

WUBj  iniUieiSSi  ;^^«l^t  tbey  foogbt  fir  a  oaividnaU«  tim^  mo^ 
foriooaly  witb  their  fi^to;  till  at  last^  one  getting  the  other  doTi^ 
drew  a  knife^  and  stabbed  him  to  the  heart-— when  he  pulled  the 
weapon  oixt^  the  Uood  sprang  to  the  ceiling,  where  it  remained  aa 
bi^  as  t^aithMise  stood;  and  that  though  thera  weM  xnlmy  of  the 
gfop^inransm^  noii^  of  them  ever  offered  to  separate  the  ooi|iha(tiiiti^ 
or  x«fi4e  mj  obsepatiou  on  the  iaane,  firther  than  one  sayix^ 
'  Gude  fidth^  ye  hae  deun  for  him  note>  Rob !'  The  story  bears, 
that  the  assassin  fled^  bnt  was  pursued  by  some  travell^s  who 
eame  up  at  the  time,  iand  after  a  hot  diase,  was  taken>  and  after* 
irasida  hanged*" 

■  The  tmveU^rs  hero  aeifti«aed  weire  die  kfe^  Mr.  Waller  Seofbl^ 
Writer  to  the  Signets  then  a  very  young  mao^  and  Mr.  Fairbainiu 
long  afterwards  innkeeper  at  Black^hiels^  who  ohanced  to  pacp 
about  the  time  this  murder  was  committed^  and  being  shocked  at 
the  indiferenee  with  whidk  the  by-stafiders  seemed  to  regaKl  what 
had  paise4>  piwwad,  and  with  the  asnafcanee  of  a  neigblxmriiig 
Uackamith^  w^  Joined  in  the  <^ase^  sucoeedad  in  approheodinip 
the  murderer^  whose  name^  it  is  believed,  was  Robert  Keith.  Hie 
blacksmith  judged  it  prudent,  however,  to  remove  soon  after  to 

9m^3sm  pert  of  the  ooun^,  in  erdi^  tn^ieapQ  the  ittaootwA^w* 

fljimMi  of  the  aMudeBor'a  rilim  • 
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Win  said,  ""  But  wlia*8  that  w?  je,  Jean  P^-^She 
pEed,  *'  My  husband ;  we  were  lawfully  pledged  m 
presence  of  the  Kennedy  tribe," — ^"'Weel,  weel» 
lass,"  said  Will,  "  but  what  can  the  callen  do  ?''— r 
*^  He  can  play  f u'  weel  on  the  sma'  pipes,"  replied 
the  nymj^v 

Will  rubbed  his  left  dbow  with  his  right  hand, 
as  was  his  custom  when  pleased,  and  said,  '*Gm 
that  be  leel,  ye  hae  made  a  bniw  bargain ;  but  let's 
hae  a  swatch  o'  his  skilL"  Jean  then  requested 
Allan  to  play  *'  Feltan  l/menr  1^^  favourite  tiuie^ 
Knowing  he  was  in  the  presence  of  rayaltjff  Jaoaea 
exerted  his  utmost  skill ;  but  before  the  tune  was 
half  fini&hed.  Will  rose  from  hia  seat,  and  shaking 
AUan  by  the  haqd,  said,  '*  Ye're  weel  worth  your 
room;  nae  miisic  pleases  me  but  the  pipes:  Tarn 
Fairbaim  cou'd  maist  hae  made  them  speak ;  but« 
poor  chid !  he  lost  his  spunk  wi'  mony  mair." 

Allan  now  stood  high  in  favour  with  the  hoacy 
chief,  whom  he  accompanied,  at  his  particular  request^ 
on  some  of  his  excunsions  throng  the  country, 
and  nightly  tuned  his  pipes  for  the  entertainment 
of  Will  and  hia  adherents*  This  singular  character 
was  a  shrewd,  designing,  cunning  Gipsy,  bold  and 
prompt  in  command,  and  decisive  in  action.  He 
rigidly  insisted  that  all  his  followers  should  keqp 
faith  with  their  friends,  and  that  the  confidence  re- 
posed in  him  should  not  be  abused ;  but  those  who 
held  him  in  defiance,  by  refusing  pasturage  for  his 
galloways^  or  lodgings  for  their  riders^  were  sure  to 
suffer  severely .♦  > 

*  A  popular  wriler,. quoted  befoare,  after  speakiiq;  of  the  fMSxtf, 
hamm,  and  merriment  of  Gipm^  idaten  an  aneedote  illiutnitiw 
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Allan  and  his  wife  were  careful  never  to  "be  seen 
'together  in  public.  The  former  gaily  mixed  with 
^11  companies,  attended  every  marrii^  and  dance 
to  which  he  could  obtain  access,  and  was  indefati- 
gable in  obtaining  the  name,  and  enquiring  into  the 
drcumstanees  and  views,  of  every  individual  he 
saw.  The  information  he  thus  acquired  was  com- 
municated to  his  wife  when  he  retired  to  sleep ; 

of  their  conduct  wben  offemSecl : — *^OlEi  Will  of  Phaup^  a  well- 
imown  diaraeter  at  the 'head -of  Bttridc/ was  wont  to  shelter  them 
S»r  many  jean  ^-^^ey  asked  nothing  Imt  house-voom  and  grass 
lor  their  horses ;  and  4hoi|gh  they  sometimes  remained  £ox  sereral 
days^  he  could  hav^e  left  jevery  chest  and  press  about  the  house 
open^  i;nth  iha  certainty  that  nothing  would 'be  missing;  for 'he 
8aid>  '  he  aye  kend  fu'  weel  that  the  tod  wad  keep  his  ain  hole 
detfn.'  But  times  altered  sadly  with  honest  Will — which  hap* 
pened  as  follows : — The  Gipsies  (or  linklers,  as  they  then  began  to 
be  called)' were  lodged  at  a  place  called  Potbum.;  and -the  farmer, 
either  having  bad  grass  about  his  house^  or  not  choosing  to  have  it 
eaten  up^  had  made  the  'Gipsies  turn  their  horses  over  the  water 
to  Phaup  ground.  One  morning  about  break  of  day.  Will  found 
the  stoutest  man^lhe  gang,  Ellick  Kennedy,  feediiq^'six  horses 
on  the  Coomb-loan,  the  best  piece  of  grass  oa  theiarm,  and  which 
he  was  carefully  haining  £oft  winter  fodder.  A  desperate  combat 
ensued— ^but  there  was  no  man  a  match  for  Will — he  threshed  the 
tinkler  to  his  heart's  content,  cut  the  girthing  and  sunks  off  the 
horses,  and  hunted  them  out  of  the  country.  A  warfere  of  five 
j^ean  duration  ensued  between  Will  and  the  Gipsies.  They  nearly 
mined  him ;  and  at  the  end  of  that  period,  he  was  iain  to  make 
np  matters  with  his  old  friends,  and  shelter  them  as  formerly.  He 
said,  'He  could  maistly  hae  liauden  his  ain  wi'them  an'  it  hadna 
been  for  their  tvarhchy,  but  thedeil^^be-lidkit  he  coidd  keep  frae 
their  kenning^-they  aince  fand  out  his  purse,  the'  he  had  gart 
Meg  dibbli^t  into  the  kail-yaird.'  .  Lochmaben  is  now  one  of  tiieir 
great  resorts — being  nearly  stocked  with  them.  The  redoubted 
Rachel  BaiUey,  noted  for  her  high  honour,  is  viewed  aa  the  queen 
4^  the  tribe." 
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9nd  she  was  tlws  enabled,  in  her  avocatdon  of  fore- 
telling events,  to  comoAunicate  particulars  that  ex^ 
cit^d  very  much  surprise.  Sh^  used  a  cup  in 
d^viniiig,  hke  the  Indians  and  ancient  Egyptian^  j 
and  her  penetratioii  and  dexterity  were  such,  as 
often  to  amaze  even  Allan  himself.  In  removing 
to  dif&rent  places,  the  gang  mostly  travdled  toge-. 
then  Their  usual  walk  was  in  Wigtonshire  bbA 
Kirkcudbrightshire;  but  their  favourite  resting  place 
was  near  Maybole  in  Ayrshire. 

When  at  the  latter  place,  AUan  was  one  e^emng 
left  alone  with  WiU  Marshall  in  a  hovel,  wttii  » 
bottle  of  whisky  before  them  on  a  threeJegged 
StooL  The  latter  mentioned  that  he  had  fought 
under  King  William  at  the  battle  of  the  Boyne» 
and  related  his  adv^itures  in  Gennany,  when  stfv«« 
ing  under  the  Duke  of  ^Marlbopough,  concluding 
with  saying,  "  But  saut  seas  coudna  keep  me  firom 
my  native  country  whene'er  it  cam  into  my  noddle." 
AUan,  finding  him  tiims  eomnuwicative^  and:  in^ 
high  spirits,  which  was  seldom  the  -case,  ventaredr 
to  ask  him  by  what  accident  Tarn  Fmrbaim,  life- 
pi^er  whom  he  mentioned  at  their  first  interview, 
lost  his  life.  For  a  few  seconds  Will's  f^ark,  red 
eheeks.  changed  to  a  deadly  hue,,  and  he  appeared  Up 
be  considerably  agitated ;  but,  soon  becoming  eetm^. 
posed,, said,  "That  was  a  waefu'  day  when  poor  Tam 
Ipst  his  spunkT;  but  as  ye  are  now  ane  o*  our  tribe,. 
I'lltftk  a;  wee  di;^  maar  whisky,  and  tell  ye.a^iher 
dolefti'  tale.*^  He  then  filled  a  broken  cup^  wfaidb 
served  instead  of  a  glass,  and  thus  proceeded': — 

"  Our  late  chief  was  but  a  simple  chap,'  and  let 
aoither  gang  encroach  upon  his  walk*    AlSter  hk. 


r 
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decease,  ^onfie  o^  llie  auld  folks  inf<^raied  me  of  the 
circumstance,  and  I  resolved  to  regain  our  ancient 
boundaries ;  for  which  purpose  1  went  with  maist 
of  my  adherents  into  Kyle,  in  which  lay  part  of  the 
disputed  ground;  Ibut  we  were  met  at  the  New-* 
town  of  Ayr  by  the  tinkers  of  DunbaJrton,  when  a 
sad  fray  began.  Will  Marshall^  at  that  day,  was 
nae  easily  W(nrst^j  and  wad  suin  hae  gard  them  rin^ 
but  ibe  loons  weir^  joined  by  the  Kyle  colliers,  and, 
after  a  hard  contest,  we  Were  driven  back»  and 
forced  to  re-cross  the  water,  in  whidi  maist  o*  oui* 
shealties,  a*  laden^  were  drowned.  Five  men  and 
three  women  were  left  on  the  field  o'  battle  cauld 
dead,  and  far  mair  sair  hurt ;  and  when  we  reached 
Maybole,  twee  mair  deed  tf  their  wounds.*    It  wM 


*  He  late  Dr.  Ley  den  tiged'td  mentioh  ft  despetiaLt^  skinnidi 
f>et\reen  two  6i];)8y  clans^  wHihh  he  witneMd  at  Devoti  upon  the 
l^eViot ;  and  Br.  Pennycoiek,  in  his  itistory  of  IVe^Me,  delates 
the  fcflowing  partfcdkhi  of  a  Gtpey  haitld,  foaght  nedr  Kit  own 
honse  of  Ronianno:-^'Upon  the  first  of  Oetober>  1677>  therti 
happened  at  Romanno^  in  the  rety  spot  where  now  the  dotre-oot  it 
bnih^  a  metnoraUe  polymachy  betwb^t  two  clans  of  Oipsies,  tM 
Fanfei  and  Shaftet,  who  had  come  from  Haddingtotm  Mty  and 
were  going  to  Harestains'to  meet  wltt  two  other  dane of  liiaie 
Aigaea,  the  BaUUet  and  bvtmm,  with  a  i^sMintiM^  to  Agflit  them  | 
they  iyi  oot  at  Bomanno  amongst  th#maelVes>  ahont  di^ideii^  th# 
flpoyl  they  had  got  at  Haddingtottn^  and  fought  H  man^ly ;  of 
the  Fawes  were  fonr  brethren  and  a  brother's  son ;  of  the  8]mw«s> 
the  father  with  tlhree  sonsj  with  set^kl  women  oil  bdth  sitot  Old 
SanAe  Faw^  a  hold  and  pro^  Mkm,  with  hk  wils  tktm  wifh 
diild,  were  kill'd  dead  npon  tibe  piidfe>  and  hkhmher  Geoiige^^ 
dangeroQfliy  wounded.  '  Fehroary^  I(I78>  M  lUbiA  Shaw^  the 
Oipsy^  wfdi  his  three  sdns,  were  hang'd  at  Ae  Oiasa-meroat  ftr 
the  above-mentioned mnrder.  Sir  Ardiibald'PrimitMe  t^as  justleeab 
general  at  the  tirne^  and  Bir  Oeofge  M'Kentie  king's  Mto^at/' 
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a  sad  loss ;  neither  tinker  nor  cooper  had  any^  toolir 
to  work  wi' ;  we  had  neither  pat  nor  pan  to  boil 
the  kail-  in,  nor  ne'er  a  blanket  ava'  to  hap  ua  at 

Dr*  P^nny^iiidt  bailt.a  dov^-cotupoa  the  spot  where  this  afirs]^ 
took  plaoe«  which  he  adorned  with  the  following,  inscciptioii:— 

''A.  D.  1683. 
The  field  of' Oipue  blood  which  here  f on  see, 
A  shelter  for  the  harmless  Dore  shall  be." 

Spch  skirmishes  among  the  Gipsies  are  stiil  common^  and  wei^ 
formerly  still  more  so.  There  was  a^toiy  current  iaTeviotdale>>— • 
but  we  cannot  give  place  and  date^ — ^that  a  gang  of  them  eame  to 
a  solitary  farm-house,  and,  as  is  usual,  took  possession  of  some 
waste  out-house.  The  family  went  to  church  on  Sunday,  andj 
expecting  no  harm  from  their  visitors,  left  only  one  female  to  lo<^ 
aflter  the  house.  She  was^presently  alarmed'  by  the  noise  of  shouts, 
oaths,  blows,  and  all  thetumult  of.  a  Gipsy,  battle.  It  seems  an« 
other  dan  had  arrived,  and  the  earlier  settlers  instantly  gave  them 
battle.  The  poor  woman  shut  the  door,  and  remained  in  the  house- 
in  great  apprehension,  until  ^he  door  being  suddenly  forced  open> 
one  of.  the  combatants  rushed  Jnto  the  apartment*  and  she  perceived 
witbv  horror  that,  fais  left  hand*  had  been,  struck,  off.  Without 
speaking  t^oi^  looking  at  her,  he  thrust  the  bloody  stumps  with 
desperate  resolution,  against  the/ glowing  bars  of  the  grate;  and 
having  staunched,  the  blood  by  actual  cautery^  seized  a  knife,  used 
for  killing  i^eep,  which  lay  on  the  shelf,  and  rushed  out  again  to 
join  the  combat.  AU  was  over,  before  the.  fomily  returned  from 
ohurch,  and  both  gangahad  decamped,,  carryings  pitiably,  their 
deed.. and. wounded  along  with  them;  ^v  the  place  where  they 
fought  was  absolutely  so^ed  with  bloody  and  exhibitedi  among 
ether  relique^  of  the  firay,  the  amputated  hand  of  the  wretch  whose 
desperate  conduct,  the  maid*servant  had  witnessed. 

About  the  year  1807^roae  <}ohn  Young,  a  tinker  diief,  punished 
with  instant  death  a  brother  tinker  of  inferior  conse^e^ce^  who 
intruded  on  hin  toalL  This  happened,  in  Aberdeenshire,  and  waa 
remarked  at.  tJie  time  chiefly  from  ^e  strength  and  agility,  with 
which  Young,  eonstantly  and  closely  pursujed^  and  frequently  in 
YieW)  maintcuned  a  ftight  of  nearly  30  miles*  As  he  was  chased 
lujT.tJie  Hig^hUadera  oft  &Dt«  and  by  the  late.  General  Gordon.  o£ 
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night,  ivhich  gied  us  meikle  grief.  But  we  gat  fe^ 
yenge,  and  gard  them  rue.  A  friend  o'  mine,  lang 
syne  deed,  who  had  also  served  under  Marlborough, 
heard  o'  our  sad  mishap,  and  joined  us  wi'  his  hale 
tribe,  lent  us  what  tools  they  could  spare,  and  a 
muckle  kail  pat,  and  some  blankets.  We  th^i  set 
out  in  search  o'  the  Dunbarton  tinkers,  whom  we 
met  and  encountered  in  a  field  near  Kirk  AUoway,* 
and  fought  lang  and  sair  till  they  were  forced  t9 
rin,  and  left  us  masters  o'  the  field.  We  took  some 
o'  their  galloways,  but  o*  little  worth,  twa  blankets^ 
and  some  tinkers*  tools."  Here  Will  ended  his  sad 
tale,  and  took  another  dram  to  cheer  his  spirits. 

About  this  time  Allan  was  seized  with  the  ague^ 
a  complaint  very  prevident  at  that  period,  and  not 


Cairnfield  and  otiiers  on  BorseBack,  t&e  aftir  mocli  resembled  s 
fox-K^ce.  The  pursnen  were  most  of  them  game-keepers^  and 
that  active  race  of  men  were  so  much  exhausted,  that  they  were 
lying  bj  the  springs  lapping  water  with  their  tongues  like  dogs. 
It  is  scarce  necessary  to  add,  that  the  laws  of  the  country  were 
executed  on  Young  without  regard  to  the  consideration  that  he  was 
only  enforcing  the  Oipsy  subordination. 

*  Kirk  Alloway  lies  within  a  few  yards  of  the  road  that  leads 
firom  Ayr  to  Carrick.  It  is  a  place  of  great  antiquity,  but  has 
been  gradually  decaying,  since  the  union  of  the  parish  of  AUowaj 
to  that  of  Ayr,  a  circumstance  which  took  place  aliove  a  century 
ago.  The  former  parish  is  considered  as  one  of  the  oldest  in  Scot- 
land ;  and,  though  the  consequence  of  its  union  with  Ayr  is  the 
near  dissolutioii  6f  its  venerable  kirk,  still  the  inhabitants  retaim 
some  peculiar  privileges,  which  abundantly  testify  its  ancient  im- 
portance. Burns  has  rendered  the  church  £unous  by  the  tale  of 
\  Tam  o'Shanier,  composed  at  the  request  of  the  late  learned  Cap- 

tain GhtMe,  to  accompany  a  view>  engraved  for  his  Antiquities  of 
ficothmd. 


7S  LIFE    OF 

being  able  to  travel,  was  left  at  home,  whilst  thd 
rest  were  rambling  about  in  different  directions.  A 
little,  old,  withered  man,  named  Prank,  who  bat 
seldom  went  abroad,  was  his  companiolD«  He  was 
particularly  partial  to  Allan,  because  he  was  bom  in 
England,  to  which  country  he  also  belonged,  but 
had  fled  from  it  on  account  of  some  misconduct, 
and  had  been  a  number  of  years  joined  to  the 
Gipsy  fraternity ;  they,  therefore,  were  on  the  most 
friendly  terms,  an&  the  garrulous  old  man  let  fall 
some  hints  not  very  creditable  to  the  character  of 
WiUMarshaH. 

Allan's  curiosity  being  excited,  he  artfully  ex^^ 
tracted  from  Frank  the  secrets  of  the  tribe,  which 
.were  related  as  follows :—i" You  have,  no  doubt, 
heard  that  Will  Marshall  served  in  Germany  under 
some  great  comm^der ;  but  he  left  the  army  on  a 
whim  striking  him  to  visit  a  fair  he  had  made  a 
practice  of  frequenting  for  a  number  of  years.  I 
had  joined  them  during  his  absence.  Will,  on  his 
return,  became  ambitious,  and  insinuated  that  he 
was  better  qualified  to  be  our  leader  than  his  prede- 
cessor, and  secretly  whispered  that  he  had  allowed 
other  tribes  to  encrdach^  on  our  boundaries. 

**  Matters  went  on  thus  for  a  season,  when  one 

m 

morning,  on  entering  our  chief's  cottage,  to  my 
great  surprise  and  horror  he  was  lying  dead  on  his 
skabe^atoAJ*  The  floar  was  covered  with  blood, 
and  various  stabs  appeared  to  have  been  inflicted 
on  his  body.    At  his  side  lay  this  (drawing  a  long 


f  A  thako^eam  is  a  bed  made  opoa  jAie  Ihor,  yAMh  iMde*  «f 
reposing  waa  used  in  the  palace  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 
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Ucod-eiMsra&bed ' koife  from:  his  bosom),  yes!  this 
identical  ksile^  wlueb  I  bad  bought  at  the  fair  of 
Ayr  twelve  noociths  before,  and  had  sold  it  to  WiU 
lid^duJl  the  day  before  the  murder  was  committed^ 
]Put  what  dwst  I  say  ?^^he  was  powerful,  and 
amongst  his  friends ;  whilst  I  stood  alone,  and  in  ^ 
atcuige  country.  I»  however,  secreted  the  knife  for 
iny  owi  preservation,  as  he  bought  it  of  me  when 
no  rate  was^  present;  and  I  have  every  reason  to 
suppose  that  he  left  it  there  in  order  that  I  might 
be  thgu^il»  the  miurdei^r,  as  the  knife  was  known 
to  be  mine.  But  I  am  determined  to  retain  it; 
and,  before  I  die,  I  shall  awaken  his  conscienee  to  a 
aenae  of  his  guflt. 

^^The  death  of  our  king  was  no  sooner  made 
known,  tfaaon  Wili^  who  pretended  to  be  of  his  kia-^ 
dred,  took  upon  himself  the  management  of  i^E&irs, 
and  hegm  by  ordering  the  body  of  the  deceased  to 
be  buried  the  same  night  as  privately  as  possible; 
nor  was  any  cognizance  taken  of  the  a^^,  though 
his^  sudden  death,  and  the  suspicious  drcumstancesi 
attending,  it,  were  weK  knowi^  thiough  the  eounttry*. 
But  Will,  having  failed  in  impMeating  me,  reported 
that  our  chief  bed  been  his  own  murderer.  Sineer 
that  period^  he  has  acted  as  our  leader^  in  whiefai^ 
office,  to  do  him  justice,  he  behaves-  with^  cour^[e^ 
and  impartiality :  but  I  am  positive  that  his  guilty 
conscience  renders  his  existence. miserable ;  for  ever 
Wice  the  aflSdr  of  the  c&ve  at  Cainunuir,  he  dares: 
ndtha*  tw^el  in  the  dlok,.  nar  otdep^  alone.? . 
"  At  the  dose  of  tMs*  horrid  immtiive,  Alfew  i^ 
quested  Frank  to  unfold^  the  mysteries  of  the  C25ve, 
who  fittingly  complied  with  his  desire.     "T]&e 
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C8ve  of  CaimmHir,"  said  he,  *<  is  in  the  hills  of  Gaillo* 
way»  and  where  our  gang  usually  resided  and  depo- 
sited our  plunder.  One  night,  on  approaching  this 
secure  hold  with  a  fat  sheep,  our  ears  were  assailed 
with  such  a  wild  and  tremendous  dUingour  as  if  an 
hundred  pair  of  bagpipes  w^re  sounded  at  once. 
£very  one  stood  amazed ;  but  Will-s  legs  could  not 
support  him,  and  he  was  borne  off  by  two  stout 
men.  Our  late  chief,  it  is  said,  performed  well  on 
the  bagpipes ;  and  Will,  no  doubt,  concluded  that 
this  infernal  noise  proceedefd  from*  his  spirit  calling 
aloud  for  vengeance.*  However,  since  4hat  night, 
no  Gipsy  has  dared  to  enter  the  haunted  cavern; 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  pleasure  Will  pre- 
tends to  fed  on  hearing  you  play  on  the  small 
pipes,  is  with  the  view  of  again  reconciling  his  ear 
to  pipe  music." 

Allan's  constitution  soon  conquered  his  eomplaint, 
an^.he  resumed  his  travels ;  but  he  left  poor  Frank 
almost  at  the  point  of  death,  by  a  complication  of 
disorders.  About  a  week  afterwards,  feeling  his 
end  approaching,  he  sent  for  Will  Marshall ;  and, 
desiring  the  woman  that  attended  him  to  retire,  he 
produced  the  knife,  charged  the  chief  with  murder, 
and  also  with  the  base  design  of  impeaching  him  as 
the  perpetrator.    Will,  for  a  few  moments,  seemed 


*  Black  Mailhetv  Marshall,  grandson  of  this  chief tam>  has  lately, 
in  confidence,  exphuned  this  circumstance,  hy  sayfaig,  that  two 
Highland  pipers  took  shelter  in  this  cave,  and  soon  saw  by 
the  fdmiture  the  pfolessioii  and  character  of  its  inhabitants.  On 
hearing  the  gang  approach^  the  pipers^  with  great  presence  .of 
mind^  struck  up  a  pibroch,  when  the  Oipaies  fled  in  the  greatest 
consternation. 


deeply  impreds^  with  the  agonizing,  sensations  tibat 
•arise  from  the  ccmsdousness  of  so  atrocious  an  of« 
fence;  but  struggling  agakist  the  dictates  of  con« 
science,  J^e  started  from  his  seat,  seized  the  dying 
man  by  the  throat,  and,  brandishing  the  murderous 
weapon,  •demanded  to  whom  be  had  communicated 
this  accusati<Mi.  Frank,  terrified  at  this  brutal  me- 
mace,  faintiiy  said,  ^  To  none  but  ^e  piper/'  WiH 
shook  him  furiously,  and  hastened  out  of  the  hovel. 

Fxank  instantly  saw  that  he  had  endangered  the 
piper's  life;  and  therefore,  baving  procured  a*mes^ 
senger,  h«  sent  for  Allan  to  attend  him  iastantly^ 
but,  above  all  things,  to  avoid  iiiek  chie£  On  re- 
ceiving the  summons,  Allan  hastened  to  Frank's 
residence,  and  found  Ibat  be  eouid  articulate  with 
^difficully.  He  briefly  inf<»rmed  Allan  of  his  indis- 
«retion,*pointed  out  his  danger,  and  presenting  hioi 
with  a  purse  containing  sixteen  guineas,  the  savings 
^f  many  years,  implored  him  to  fly  for  his  lifa 
Allan  kissed  him  affectionately  after  lAie  Gipsy 
&shion;  and  departed*       •    , 

Allan,  baving  preserved  most  of  the  plunder  he 
baid  gmned  at  Jedburgh,  was  now  amply  provided 
with  cash;  yet  such  was  his  cotetous  disposition, 
•  that  he  walked  ten  miles  in  a  dark  night,  to  the 
"village  where  his  wife  slept,  in  order  to  steal  her 
pockets  during  the  night  Having  effected  his 
mean  imfeebng  object,  and  obtained  severed  guineas 
ivhich  poor  Jean  had  saved,  he  took  bis  departure 
towards  Ayr.  Terrified  lest  he  shoi4d  meet  with 
joiy  of  the  Marshall  gang,  he  almost  ran  over  the 
gjnnmd ;  but  on  readiing  the  coast,  he  fouqd  no 
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vessel,  except  a  large  boat,  which  had  brought  threif 
horses  from  Campbelton.  He  kiiew  nothing  about 
this  place,  nor  did  he  cate  where  he  was  carried,  !k> 
that  he  escaped  the  dangers  with  which  he  felt 
himself  siurounded.  Having  got  on  board  by  a 
small  boat,  he  bade  a*  long  farewell  to  A3rr6hire. 

On  reaching  Campbejton,  he  procured  lodgings 
at  an  honest  weaver's,  who,  thinking  he  was  very- 
poor,  refused  pay  for  his  bed.  The  morning  being 
fine,  he  strolled  out  to  view  this  little  town ;  when, 
coming  up  to  the  principal  inn,  he  saw  a  party  of 
Highlanders  drawn  up  in  front,  so  as  to  form  three 
sides  of  a  square.  In  a  few.  minutes,  a  noble-lodk- 
ing  bagpiper  walked  ouf  of  the  inn,  playing  a  war- 
like tune.  After  walking  up  and  down  a  few 
minutes,  another  piper  appeared;  and  in  a  short 
time,  a  third,  and  a  fourth,  until  eight  gentlemen 
of  the  drone  were  engaged  in  competition  with  fu- 
rious harmotiy.  When  the  hideous  symphony  of 
pibrochs  had  ceased,  the  pipers  stood  before  some 
gentlemen,  ladies,  and  yfficers,  who  were  looking 
out  of  the  inn  window,  and  who  appeared  to  act  as 
judges.  Allan  motioned-  to  a  soldier  to  let  hitn 
pass,  intimating  by  signs,  for  he  could*  not  speak 
Gaelic,  that  he  wished  to  speak  to  the  pipers.  The 
man  civilly  made  way  for  him ;  when,  approaching 
the  piper  on  the  right,  he  intimated  his  desire  of 
trying  his  instrument.  The  Highlander  smiled  and 
gave  him  his  pipes ;  when  he  made  a  mol^t  graceful 
bow  to  the  spectatCHTS  in  the  inn^  and  began  with 
sonle  ceremony  one  of  the  sublimest  Border  gather- 
tng  tunes/ from  tiiis  he  gHded  into  a  bold  mard), 
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laid  ended  with  a  merry  Northumbrian  reel,*  The 
gentlemen  and  ladies  clapped  their  hands,  and  the 
soldiers  shouted ;  even  the  pipers  shook  him  by  the 
hand,  confessing  that  he  had  done  wonder^  for  a 
Saxon< 

When  Allan  bowed  on  retiring,  a  piper  whispered 
him,  in  good  English,  to  walk  into  the  inn.  This 
advice  he  obeyed;  and,  in  less  than  an  hour,  the 
friendly  piper  entered  the  room  where  he  sat,  and 
presented  him  with  two  guineas^  the  amount  of  a 
subscription  among  the  gentry  for  the  poor  English 

*  Allan's  description  of  Idi  oondoct^  on  this  singolar  occasioii, 
bears  a  strildng  resemblance  to  that  of  "  Rob  the  Ranter^"  as  re« 
lated  in  Tennant's  Anster  Fair : — 

^'  Then,  like  a  piper  dextVous  at  his  tnAe, 
His  pipes  to  play  adjusted  and  applied ; 
Each  finger  resting  on  its  proper  bore ; 
tiis  arm  appear'd  half-raised  to  wake  the  bag's  uproar. 

"  A  space  he  silent  stood>  and  cast  his  efe 

In  meditation  upwards  to  Ihe  pole> 
As  if  he  pray'd  some  fairy-power  in  sky 

To  guide  his  fingers  right  o'er  bore  and  hole  ; 
Then  pressing  down  his  arm^  he  gracefully 

Awaked  the  merry  bagpipe's  slumbering  soul. 
And  piped  and  blew^  and  play'd  so  sweet  a  tone. 
As  might  have  well  unsphered  the  feeling  midnight  m^on. 

''  His  erevy  finger>  to  its  place  assign'd^ 
Moved  quivering  like  the  leaf  of  aspen  tree. 

Now  shutting  up  the  skittish  squeaking  wind^ 
Now  opening  to  the  music  passage  free ; 

Bis  cheeks^  with  windy  puffs  therein  confined^ 
Were  swoll'n  into  a  i«d  rotundity^ 

As  from  his  lungs  into  the  bag  was  blown 

Supply  of  needful  air  to  feed  iihe  growllAg  drone*" 
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mtisiciair.  This  man  informed  Allan  tHat  Ms  namr 
was  Angus  M*Allister,  piper  to  the  detachment  in 
town^  who  were  under  orders  to  sail  to  Cork,  and 
from  thence  to  North  America.  He  added  that 
there  had  long  been  a  rivahy  amongst  the  best 
llighhnd  pipers ;  and  that  the  McDonalds,  M^Ken-^ 
zies^  M*Intyresy  M*Leods,.  M*Crae»,  Munros,  and 
Campbells,  had  agreed  to  send  their  best  piper  to* 
tP^  their  skill  against  him  before  he  left  his  native 
land.  '^  But  I  have  carried  c^  the  prize/'  said  he^ 
throwing  on  the  table  a  handsome  dirk  with  a  gold 
handle.  After  some  further  conversation,  he  (^ered 
Allan  a  situation  under  himself  in  the  regiment  ta 
which  he  belonged.  Ever  anxious  to  obtain  money^ 
he  agreed  to  enlist,  but  could  not,  with  all  his  art^ 
obtain  more  than  three  guineas  frc»n  the  prudent 
Highlander.. 

Before  dinner,  Allan  walked  down  to  the  shore* 
side,  and  was  alarmed  to  find  the  soldiers  embarking 
their  wives  and  baggage.  He  enquired  if  any  mer- 
chant ship  was  ready  to  sail,  and  was  directed  to  a 
small  sloop  bound  to  Greenock,  but  which  he  wa» 
told  would  not  depart  until  the  next  tide.  He 
wished  much  to  go  cxi  board  t^is  sloop,,  but  per- 
ceived he  was  watched  by  the  grave,  suspidoua 
Highland  piper.  He  therefore  returned  to  the  inn^ 
eat  a  hearty  dinner^  and  joined  in  drinking  whisky 
with  his  brothers  of  the  drone ;  but  he  was  morti- 
fied to  observe  that  his  caution  in  drinking  did  not 
escape  the  notipe  of  M'AIKster.  When  it  began  to 
grow  late,  he  resolved  to  make  an  effort  to  escape,, 
and,  for  this  purpose,  slipped  out  vidth  his  bundle ; 
but  he  had  not  walked  far  imtil  he  was 
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Ihat  persons  were  dogging  him.  Gradually  in- 
creasing his  speed,  he  at  last  rap,  and  was  pursued 
tintil  he  found  himself  oii  the  top  of  a  rock,  which 
in  a  momimt  he  saw  was  covered  with  shrubs  and 
bushes.  His  resolution  was  injstantly  taken:  he 
did  down  from  the  top,  and,  by  his  activity  and 
good  fortune,  soon  reached  the  bottom,  which  wm 
washed  by  the  sea.  Perceiving,  by  the  star-light,  a 
vessel  at  a  short  distance,  he  ran  along  the  sand^ 
and,  when  opposite  to  where  she  was  anchored, 
plunged  into  the  sea  and  swam  towards  her.  With 
much  difficulty  he  dbmbered  upon  the  deck,  and 
was  rgoieed  to  find  she  was  the  sloop  bound  for 
Greenock.  •  A  boy  was  lying  asleep  upon  the  deck ; 
and  as  he  heard  the  voices  of  his  pursuers  on  sh(»e^ 
he  descended  into  the  hold,  and  concealed  himself 
amongst  some  barrels  of  dried  fish. 

Early  in  the  morning,-  he  heard  the  crew  come 
on  board  and  weigh  the  anchor.  In  a  short  time, 
he  found  the  vessel  was  at  sea;  but  though  he 
trembled  excessively  with  cold,  arising  from  his  wet 
doaths,  yet  he  lay  quiet  until  they  had  sailed  some 
distance.  He  then  took  out  his  pipes,  and,  lyhen 
the  sailors  were  at  breakfast,  began  to  play.  Sea-> 
men  are  often  superstitious,  and  these  sweet  sounds 
were  considered  as  the  prelude  of  their  death. 
They  therefore  sat  and  stared  in  terror  upon  each 
other,  until  a  boy  cried  out,  "  Til  bet  a  mutchkin  of 
whisky  that  is  the  English  piper  who  deserted  from 
Major  M^B^ay.**  The  crew,  without  saying  a  word,, 
jumped  up,  opened  the  hatchway,  and  there  saw 
Allan  seated  upon  a  barrel^  shivering  and  playing. 
He  waa  immediately  requested  .to  come  on  deckr 
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wher^  he  was  treated  kindly,  and  so<m  render^ 
comfortable  and  happy. 

Next  morning,  while  the  sloop  was  sailing  slowly 
into  Greenock,  a  passage-boat  belcHi^ing  to  Dam* 
barton  was  coming  out.    Allan  begged  to  be  put 
on  board,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  he  left  the  Ar- 
gyleshire  seamen  with  many  expressions  of  grati- 
tude.   Nothing  gave  him  uneasiness  on  the  voyage^ 
but  the  dread  of  meeting  his  wife  at  Greenock  or 
Glasgow ;  for  as  he  had  often  expressed  a  desire  of 
visiting  both  these  places,  he  concluded  that  she 
would   first   endeavour   to   find   him  there.      At 
Dumbarton  he  slept  one  night,  and  next  morning 
set  off  across  the  country  to  Falkirk.     He  then 
proceeded  to   Linlithgow,  where,  agreeably  to  a 
scheme  he  had  formed,  he  equipped  himself  in  a 
genteel  suit,  and  procuring  a  return  chaise,  entere4 
Edinburgh  in  high  spirits. 


CHAPTER  Vn. 

AHaii  avomes  the  Cbatacter  of  a  Gentieman-^Beoomee  a  Gamerter— Ruin— Siid^ 
den  Appeaxance  of  his  Gipiy  Wife— Ttaveb  to  Dumfiies— Arrest  for  Theft— 
Ixnre  in  a  Prison— Escape  and  Generosity— Sufferings  on  the  Road— Benevolent 
Female— Curious  Feat  at  Carlisle— Arrival  at  Whitehaven— Meets  with  a  Gipsy 
Queen— Indueed  to  change  his  Route. 

Allan  took  very  genteel  lod^ngs  in  Edin- 
burgh, and  assumed  the  character  of  an  independent 
gentleman.    Being  now  possessed  of  a  considerable 
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mta  of  money,  and  <xnisidering  himself  an  adept  in 
gaming,  he  anticipated  the  sudden  accnmulation  of 
A  fortune.  Gaming-tables  are  always  open  to  any 
person  who  has  cash  to  risk,  so  that  he  easily  com- 
menced his  career,  and,  by  betting  with  great  cau« 
tion,  found  himself,  at  the  end  of  six  Weeks, 
possessed  of  £  160,  after  paying  some  indispensible 
expenses.  He  frequently  played  with  a  young 
Irish  nobleman,  who,  being  a  novice  in  gambling, 
lost  many  small  sums.  One  evening,  he  entered 
the  billiard-room  apparently  intoxicated,  and,  in  a 
seemingly  mad  bravo,  offered  to  play  a  game  for  a 
couple  of  hundreds.  Allan  had  long  wished  for 
such  cm  auspicious  moment ;  but  having  only  £l60, 
he  proposed  to  deposit  that  sum,  and,  if  he  lost,  to 
pay  the  other  £40  in  the  morning. 

The  match  occasioned  much  interest :  but  as  Al- 
lan was  considered  the  superior  player,  great  odds 
was  offered  on  his  side,  which  were  eagerly  taken 
hy  a  set  of  sharpers,  the  accomplices  of  the  Irish- 
man, though  they  had  never  been  seen  in  his  com- 
pany, and  in  public  seem^  to  have  no  knowledge 
of  him.  The  game  was  soon  finished  to  the  asto- 
^nishment  of  many ;  for  the  youth,  who  on  former 
occasions  appeared  to  be  such  an  indifferent  player, 
won  with  the  greatest  ease.  The  pretended  noble- 
man was  no  other  than  a  notorious  Irish  gamester, 
and  the  first  bilUard  player  in  the  kingdom.  Thus, 
in  a  few  minutes,  Allan  was,  from  comparative 
riches,  reduced  to  poverty,  all  his  savings  being 
swept  away  except  a  few  idiillings. 

Allan  took  leave  of  the  company  with  a  cheerful 
ipountenanc!^ ;  but  when  he  entered  the  streets,  his 
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faice  was  distorted  with  rage»  and  he  mufetat^ 
curses  not  loud  but  deep  against  the  sharpers,  an4 
t^^ainst  himself.  While  thus  walking  and  perspirn 
ing  with  the  agony  of  his  inind»  a  female,  standing 
near  the  Tron  Kirk,  toachool  his  arm  gently^  and 
whispered,  *^  Jamie,  ye  are  sae  kind  and  <arue»  we^ 
manna  part  yet"  Allan  knew  his  wife  Jean'a 
voice,  and,  starting  as  if  from  an  evil  spirit,  he  ran 
with  inconceivable  speed  towaids  his  lodgings.-—? 
The  door  happening  to  ,be  open,  he  passed  rapidly 
up  stairs,  and  entering  his  lodging-room,  locked  the 
door. 

;  Finding  no  one  enqmred  for  him, 'he  acquired 

courage,  stepped  into  his  sitting-room,  and  wdered 
supper.  He  then  collected  and  packed  up  his 
wardrobe,  among  which,  ^^  by  accidenf  as  he  salc^ 
was  a  silver  tankdrd,  the  property  of  the  landlord ; 

'  and  when  the  family  had  retired  to  rest,  he  escaped 

by  dropping  from  a  back  window  upon  the  roof  o£ 

,  a  stable,  from  which  he  easily  found  his  way  into 

the  street* 

Allan's  dread  of  meeting  again  with  his  wife,  or 
4K>me  of .  bet  tribe,  was  so  great,  that  he  almost  for* 

i  got  the  silver  tankard  and  his  debt  for  boeud  and 

lodgings.  Thinking  that  Jean  would  never  suspect 
that  he  would  run  into  the  lion's  mouth  by  travd- 
Ung  westward,  he  resolved  to  proceed  as  quickly  as 
possible  to  Dummies,  and  from  thence  to  sail  for 
Ireland  He  knew  that  Will  Marshall's  boundaries 
did  not  indude  that  town,  and  that,  except  at  fairs, 
he  never  came  into  the  neighbourhood.  On  reacb* 
mg  Mofi&t,  he  exchanged  one  of  his  good  suits  of 
<doaths  to  great  disadvantage ;  and  being  completely 
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^{B^uisecl,  with  a  boniiet  on  his  head,  he  confidently 
'took  the  road  leading  to  Dumfries. 

During  his  residence  in  Edinburgh,  he  liad  pift 
Idmself  under  an  sSJle  master  for  instructions  on  the 
-hautboy,  and  had  made  siurprising  progress  on  that 
instrument,  which  afterwards  proved  of  essentisA 
service  to  him.  At  Dumfries  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  a  decent  looking  inn,  and,  >infoniiing  the 
landlord  of  the  profession  he  followed,  was  in  the 
"evemng  introduced  to'  a  company  of  tradesmenf. 
They  gave  him  credit  for  his  execution  on  the 
hautboy ;  but  when  he  tuned  his  small  pipes,  they 
Were  in  raptures  wif h  his  performance,  and  advised 
liim  to  remam  in  that  town,  where  he  was  sure  of 
meeting  with  encouragement.  He  seemed  {leased 
with  the  design,  birt  intended  only  to  recruit  liis 
'finances ;  wishing,  for  obvious  reasons,  to  be  further 
Temoved  from  Jean  and  Edinburgh.  He,  however, 
was  encouraged  far  beyond  his  expectations;  and 
-M  Ms  apprehenfflons  graduaUy  grew  weaker,  he  be* 
came  unwilling  to  leave  Dumfries. 

While  amusing  a  party  of  gentlemen  one  slteiu 
noon,  a  traveller  on  hor»^back  arrived  at  the  inn, 
and  hearing  the  isound  of  the  pip^s,  desired  the 
landlord  to  ask  permissioh  of  the  company  for  him 
to  join  them,  which  was  granted  without  hesitation. 
On  entering,  he  fixed  his  eyes  on  Allan,  and,  after 
listening  with  seeming  pleasure  to  a  few  tunes,  ie« 
iired ;  but  in  a  few  nunutes  lie  returned,  tuxompa^ 
liied  lyy  two  constables,  and  pointing  to  the  musi- 
dan,  who  was  playing  **  (here  ike  HiBe  and  fat 
medr  ordered  them  to  take  him  into  custody. 
Being  conducted  before  the  towii4n3]ff,  the  stnuih 
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ger  charged  him.  with  having  stolen  ^  »lver  tankn^ 
nom  his  brother's  house  in  Edinburgh.  Allan,  in 
strong  terms,  denied  the  charge ;  but  on  his  lodgr 
ings  being  searched,  the  article,  whidi  had  been 
minutely  described,  was  found  amongst  his  doath^ ; 
jpnd  he  was  then  conducted  to  prison,  surrounded  by 
[^pectators^ 

The  gather  b^ing  indisposed,  the  prison^s  were 
attended  by  a  strong,  half-witted  man-servant,  lad- 
der the  direction  of  his  master's  daughter.  She  was 
a  dender,  delicate,  fashionably  educated  girl,  about 
^i^teen  yesirs  of  ag^,  and  who  had  beeti  at  several 
parties,  where  Allan  had  been  ^engaged  to  play. 
His  manly  blooming  countenance,  and  well-forme^ 
person,  had  evidently  made  a  deep  impression  ou 
the  romantic  imagination  o(  his  fair  keeper,  who 
provided  him  with  a  good  l^  and  excell^it  vio- 
tualsy  and  who  often  visited  his  room  in  order  to 
i^eer  his.  solitude*  Allan  soon  perceived  his  advaxy- 
tageoas  position,  and  poured  the  «aost  delick>us 
flattery  into  her  ear.  He  also  very  artfully  prove^ 
his*  innocence  of  the  crime  imputed  to  him,  to  her 
entire  satjsfaiction ;  and  expressed  his  warm  admiiar 
tion  of  her  personal  charms  and  mental  endowments 
in  laoguag^  so  ardent,  ^d  in  a  manner  so  huml^l^ 
and  timid,  that  she  considered  him  as  her  devoted 
lov^  and  slave.   ' , 

*  *  «    .      . 

Three  weeks  thus  passed  over,  when  this  inconsU 
derate  gp\  tx>nfessed  her  weakness,  and  intifnated  a 
design  of  setting  him  at  liberty,  widi  this  stipulaf 
tion,  that  at  the  first  town  they  reached  he  should 
make  her  his  wife^  To  this  Allan  readily  agreed, 
^tb  repeated  vowa  of  etemsd  gratitude  aitd  love. 
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B{s  cloatlis  ^d  the  sjlvef  tankatd  tiad  been  delii. 
veiled  icf  the  cart  of  he^  fathef ,  in  oFder  to  bje  pro- 
dti6ed  at  his  fridl ;  these  she  {>ti>mised  to  have  in 
readiness  at  the  time  df  their  flight,  Which  i#a«  fixed 
at  three  nights  from  the  period  of  this  ^onf<^tehce.' 
*  During  that  intertal  ADan  had  little  of  her  com- 
pany, as  she  was  probably  busied  in  prepaaMtons  fyt 
the  journey ;  she  also  gave,  as  a  reason  for  her  ab- 
sence, that  her  father  had  hinted  at  the  impt^riety 
of.  her  frequent  visits  to  his  ceD,  and  that,  as  mat* 
ters  stood,  it  was  prudent  to  luH  his  suspidoite^. 
'the  much-desired  night  at  length  arrived  that  was 
to  open  his  prison  door ;  and  at  deven  o^clock  the 
cell  was  gfently  unlocked,  when  the  deluded  gitl 
sttx>d  before  him  ready  equipped  for  travelBn^. 
On  viewing  her,  he  Was  struck  with  nemorse  a*  thie 
.  idea  of  ruining  so  artless  and  innocent  a  being,  whe 
had  used  him  with  such  kindness  and  confidence,  and  - 
generously  determined  to  ptevent  it.  lli!*'  resolu^ 
tion  was  strengthened  by  the  ccoiviefion  d/a  girl  so 
delicately  brought  up,  being  «dt(>^the)r  in^pable  of 
enduring  the  hardships  of  a  vagrant  Kfe. 
'  Haying  taken  up  his  bundle.  He  silently  fdtk>wed 
hiv  deliverer  without  the  priiibn  walls ;  when,  pre- 
tending to  see  a  person  standing  opposite,  he  des£r^ 
her  to  remain  within  iJie^  door  unttf  he  had  tecoi^w 
noitred :  but,  when  out  of  her  sight,  he  fled  with 
all  possible  ^ed.  Apprehensive  of  pui^uit,  he 
soon  quitted  the  high  road';  add,  passing  over  fields 
and  along  bye-lanes,  by  the  diietftion  of  a  star,  he- 
endeavoured  to  ke^  in  a  dh«ct!  lltte  eastward! 
When  day  began  to  appear,  he  fotmd  ^mself  iiear 
a'  gendeman's  seat,  whidi  was^  surround^  b^  a 
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plantafiaD,  in  which  he  sought  shdLter  duriii^: 
the  day..   At  night  he  reo(»nmenced  hifl  journey; 
but  the  calk  of  hunger,  became  so.pressii^  that^  oxh- 
passing  a  portes's  lodge,*  he  detennined  to  ventuie 
in,  when  he  informed  the  inmates,,  a  venerable  cou* 
pie,  ef  his  wants;  which*  were  instantly  and  chear- 
fuUy  supplied.    Finding  them  inquisitive,  he  briefly 
said  that  he  was  journeying  from^  Moffiit  to  Carlisle 
to  vi^it  a  dying  mother,*  and,  being  misinformed,  he 
had  left  the  right  toad,  and  had  not  been  able  to 
regain  it    The  old  woman  urged  him  to  remain, 
under  their  roof  for  the  ni^t,.  and  her  husband 
pr<»n]Bed  to  accompany  him  a  few  miles  in  the 
morning,,  and  to  set  him  in  the  right  tract;,  Imt 
Allan  refused  thdx  kindness  with  thanks,  by  plead* 
ing  the  strong  desire  B^  had  of  receiving  his  mo^ 
ther!s  blessing  before  her  decease.    Aa  the  old  maa 
durst  not  venture  out  in  the  dark,  he  ^ve  him  in-i 
stnictions  bow  to  prpceed. 

Allans  had  scarcely  left  the  hospitable  pair,,  whea 
the  TBin  hegm,  to  falLin  torrents^,  so  that  his  cloath» 
.were  completdy  drenched ;  and  as  he  wandered 
.  tfaim^  fields  the  whde  night,  in  the  morning,  he 
w«8"  quite  exhausted  with  fatigue.    When,  objects^ 
became  diso^nible,,  he  saw  a  farm-house,  with  a 
huge  stack-garth,  to  which  he  repai^ed^    Here  he 
found  &  i|uantit3^  of  straw,  amongst  which  be  took 
shtltarv  hut  he  suffered  so  dreadfully  £vqqol  cold^ 
occasioned  by  hiswet  deaths,  that  the  day  was  far 
advanced  betV»e  he  could  find  repose  for  his  weary 
limbs.    Wh^i  he  awoke,  it  was  near  ten  o'clock  at. 
night;  and  he  was  so. much  benumbed,,  that  it  was. 
vdik  the  greal^t  diffioulty.he  crawled  to  the  &r^ 
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meifff  door.  His  tieque&t  for  shelter  was  answered 
\fy  its  gruff  awner,  who,  devoid  of  £seling,  stendjr 
denied  him  admittaiice. 

For  the  first  time  in  bis  life  AJUuk  xesigoed  hinik 
self  to  despair^  and  waff  on  the  point  of  lying  dowa. 
on  the  wet  ground^  to  end  his  miserable  existence* 
At  this  crisii&a  young  fexnale  approached^  and  told 
him  in  a  low  voice  not  to  give  .way  ta  despondency^ 
foe  he  should  soon  receive  aseutemoe.  Thi»^  unex- 
pected promise  of  relief  in  some  degree  levived  his 
drooping  spirits;  but,  in  a  few  muiutes,  be  swak.  to 
the  ground,  and  was  seized  with  a  dreadful  trem« 
bling.  In  a  short  time,  two  ^male  sery^nts  ap-^ 
proached,  by  whom  he  was  silently  supported,  inta 
the  house,  when  his  wet  .ckiatha  Were  taken  off^  aad^ 
after  naauddaing  him  with  brandy  and  wana  wati^ 
they  conveyed  hin  to  a  ecHnfortahle  bed«^  ,]  , 

Early  n^ct  moniing,  the  same  luffsh  voiee  whldi 
had  the  preceding  night  ordered  him  from;  the  dpor^ 
awoke  Allan  from  his  i^p,  by  abasing  a  woman 
in  the  grossest  terms.  On .  the  tnunpHng  of  a 
horse^s  feet^  aU  beeame  quiet;  and  in  the  courseof 
a  few  minutes  the  room  door  was  gwtly  op^iHsd^ 
when  a  middla^iged  gentlewoman^  in  a  morait%. 
dress,  entered.  Aldio|igh  melancholy  was^  pietiufed> 
in  her  countenance  the  rmmuis  of  b^uty  were  still 
visible.  She  appisoached  the  bed-side^  and  seined; 
anxious  to  ascertain  if  AUan  was  alive,  and  in  an. 
encouraging  voice  enqinred  after  his  health.  He 
thanked  her  with  gratitude  for  his  preservation  the 
preceding  night,  and  assured  her  he  was  much  beir 
ter,  but  signified  his  intention  of  immedit^tdiy  de» 
partingi  lest  hia  presence  should  involve  her  in 
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trouble.  ^gMng  deeply,  she  said,  <'Mf  bnslmnci 
has  just  departed  for  Haddington,  and  will  be  ab- 
sent at  least  four  days ;  and  if  it  is  not  contrary  ta 
your  inteittt,  yeu  are  welcdm^  to  remain  here  till 
your  healtii.  be  re-estaUished.'*  AUaH  became  warm 
in  his  expressions  of  gratitude;  but  his  kind  hostess 
suddenly  left  the  room,  and,  $oon  after,  a  sbrvatit^ 
brought  his  breakfast. 

After  rising  and  dresdbg  himsdf  in  one  of  the* 
best  raits  he  had  carried  from  Edinburgh,  he  appeared"^ 
so  very  unlike  to  the  same  person,  that  oil  entering 
the  park>ur,  ike  mistress  of  the  house  was  evidenfiy 
surprised.  She  therefore  asked  him  by  what  acd* 
dent  he  was  reduced  to  tile  deplorable  condition  In 
wUob  he  sippeared  oti  the  preceding  evening.  Al« 
lan,^  who  was  never  at  a  lossf  for  a  .plaasilfe  tale, 
readily  answered,  *^  Madam,  I  a(m  a  watchttmker, 
aiid  was  w\>rking  ki  Ei^borgh,  when  a  fnend  firom 
S&agknd  called  upon  me,  with  whom  I  had  a  fcfw 
glasses  of  spirits,  and  not  being  accustomed  to 
AJnk,  I  beeuKie  intoxicated.  On  reeovering  my 
senses^  I  wae  infortned  that  I  had  enfisted  with  a 
r^cntitfiig  seijeant ;  but  being  insensible  when  that 
happened,  I  thought  it  no  crime  to  desert.  FesErf  ol 
of  pursuit,  I  struck  out  of  1^  high  road,  and  could' 
liot  p^pocure  ledgings,  whidi  caused^  me  to  travel^  all' 
lu^t;  and  I  was  yesterday  morning  so  fatigued, 
that,  though  completely  wet,  I  was  obSged  to  take- 
sheltep  in  yeoB  stack-garth.'^ 

This  fiotitiosM  tale  was  evidently  credited ;  and, 
after  Kilmer,  She*  salel,  ^  From  the  stmnge  express 
siim^yoit  mustt  have  hearty  this  moffiing^  you  may 
vely  oaturaDy  drarw  inferenoes  tot  my  disadvsttitage*. 
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1  therefoK  think  it  prefer  to  say^  that  I  wrs  the 
daughter  of  aa  <^ul^Qt  fanner  in  the  Carse  df 
Qowrte;  and  that»  wh^  twenty  yeara  of  age^  [ 
accideptaUy  «i9t  my  pi^esent  husband  at  Anmol. 
Being  pleased  with  each  other,  we  were  tnartied, 
with'  the  QEHisent  of  relations  on  hoth  sides ;  and^ 
during  five  years^  I  enjoyed  great  happiness* .  At 
that  tin^e  my  father  died,  and,  as  I  was  his  only 
child,  bequeathed  to  my  hushand  the  ^whole  of  bis 
property «  Having  thus  secured  my  fartuue^etery  act 
^  tend^ess  and  afii^tion  has  since  been  studioudjr 
avoided^  but  his  wishes  will  soon  be  accomplish^ 
as  a  consumption  is  preying  upcoi  my  weakened 
constitution.^  *  Here  a  young  girl  burst  into  tears, 
whom  she  endeavoured  to  sooth  into;Qom]»osure( 
when  she  proceeded,  with  a  firm  voiee, ''  This  is  mj[ 
mece^  and  4he  comfort  <^  my  life.    But  though  I  have 
thus  frankly  given « you  the  oujtlines  <^  a  life  which 
I,  do  not  wish  to  pirolong,  I  do  most  solemnLy 
fOhwge  you,  while  in  this  house,  nev^  to  hint  at 
the  suh^ect;  for  no  wife  should  suffer  hesr  husbandPi 
oondttct  to  be  commented  Upon  by  straiig^rs."    Aih 
Jan,  though  seldom  affected  by  sentimeint  or  feeMngi 
could,  on  tins  occasion,  scaroely  conteal  his  dmotbii ; 
but  **  we  are  not  stodcs  or  stones." 

On  the  third  morning,  when  pr^paiiiig  to  depatt 
from  these  amiable  ffemalesi  the  ibistreM  said  she 
had  one  particular  favour  .to  ask.  AUaa  assured' 
hep,  whatever. the. refueSst  was,  it  sbotM  beooili^ 
pfied  with  at.  the  risk.  q£  his  hie.'  Sfa&!smilHSg  aasd^ 
^  I  require  'no  deeds  <>f  ^v^by^-rkd^mB^  rne  caikt* 
diid^  ^hQt  money  ryoi:i  am  pessbsaeA  lof  ?^  jMtaat 
some  hesitqit^^  h^  m^X^"^^  doMvigB^mla^ifoa 
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suy  think  Ifttle ;  but  it  u  suffident  to  carry  me  to 
Caiiisl^  where  I  am  8m«  of  getting  work."  She, 
however,  assured  him  it  was  not  adequate  fac  the 
journey,  and,  putting  two  guineai  into  his  hand, 
siud,  "  This  is  not  a  ^ft ;  you  are  to  return  it  with 
legal  interest  when  next  we  meet:"  to  which  her 
neice  added  two  crown-pieoes,  with  the  same  ddi- 
cate  stipalatians.  But  he  never  saw  this  W(»thy 
woman  more,  for  she  died  (as  he  learned  some  tune 
after)  in  the  following  year ;  nor  did  her  husband 
long  survive,  being  seized  with  a  bnun  fever,  aAd 
died  intestate,  so  that  his  neice,  bdng  his  nearest 
relative,  inherited  his  whole  property.     .  -, 

After  walking  a  few  miles,  4he  day  became  rainy 
and  windy;  when  James,  afraid  of  spoiling  his 
good  doaths,  determined  to  halt  at  an  inn  in  Long- 
town'.  In  the  evening,  several  tradesmen  were  en- 
joying themselves  over  some  whisky  toddy,  when 
his  escape- &om  Dumfries  gaol  became  the  theme  of 
conversation.  It  was  stated,  and  fuUy  credited, 
that  he  had  wrenched  the  massy  iron  bars  from  the 
prison  window,  and  got  into  the  yard,  and  had  then 
enta<ed  the  house  by  the  kitchen  window,  and  car- 
ried off  his  cloaths,  silver  tankard,  and  other  articles 
belon^ng  the  ga(^.  From  this  account  he  infer- 
red that  the  gaoler's  daughter  had  confessed  the 
whole  afl^  to  her  father,  who  had  judiciously  ar- 
ranged matters  «o  as  to  dear  himself  and  his  family 
of  any  'susindon  of  connivance.  AUanV  disguise 
was  so  complete,  that  he  heard,  and  even  jdned  in 
the  conversation,  with  the  greatest  composure ;  and 
■hortiy  afto-  be  drew  the  company  on  to  play  at 
cards,  when  be  won  twenty^ive  shillings. 
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IBafly  next  morning,  Allan  departed  for  Carlisle, 
and,  on  his  arrival  there,  was  Slowly  sauntering  up 
Rickergate,  when  Tie  saw  ^several  jpersons  hurrying 
towards  the  Market  Place.  On  asking  a  woman 
what  had  happened,  she  replied  that  four  stout 
linklers,  "whrf  had  stolen^ a  game-cock,  were  just 
overtaken ;  hut  having  placed  ttieir  hacks  to.  a  wall, 
;they  were  laying  ahout  them  so  unmerdfiffly,  that 
;none  but  madmen  dared  to-  approach  them  *  Al- 
lan, who  suspected  they  might  he  some  of  his  old 
associates,  instantly  devised  a  scheme  for  their 
escape,  and,  giving  his  bundle  to  a  boy^  whom  he 
requested  to  wait  for  him  oh  the  Whit^aven  road« 
can  td  ^he  Market  Place.    Here  he  b^^n  capering. 


*  Tfa«  Gipties  are  romarkably  dexterous  in  the  ose  of  die  cIuK 
jmd,  when  in  the  army^  are  considered  superior  swordsmen.  The 
Hungarian  sword-ezercise^  lately  introduced  in  our  ca^alryi  is  said 
:to  be  fpmlded  upon  the  Gipsy  mode.«f  attack  and'defence.  Henoe^ 
when  the  Gipsies  are  compelled  to  senre^  they  make  good  eoldiers. 
The  tribe  oi  Youngs  "upon  the  Borders,  have 'still  «  tradition 
^^moBgst  them,  that,  at  the  siege  of  the  city  of  Namur  (date  un« 
Icnown),  the  faurd  of  Kir^-Vetholm,  of  the  ancient  family  of  Ben« 
-vets'of  Grnbet  and  Marlfield,  in  attempting  to' mount  a  breach  at 
SiiB  head  of  his  ccnupaby,  was  struck  to  "the  ground,  imd  all  his 
4»Uowers  .killed  er  pat.  to  flight;,  except  a  Gipsy,  the  ancestor  of  the 
YoH^giR,  who  resolutely^  defended  his  master  .till  he  reooxrered  hia 
4eet>  and  .then  springing  past  him  upon  the  rampart,  soiled  a  flag, 
which  he  put  into  his  leader's  hand.  The  besieged  were  struck 
with  panio:— theT  assailants  rushed  agafn  to  the  breadi — Namur 
■pas  tak^ — ^and  Captain  Bennet  had  the  glory  qf  the  eaptnre* 
0«  iptaroiag  to  Scotland,  the  iaird,  out  of  gratitude  to  lus  fidthful 
Mkkwer,  settled  him  and  his.fiEunily  (who  had  formerly  been  wan« 
deriig  tinkers  and  heckle-makers)  in  Kirk-Yetholm,  and  confer- 
ired  upon  them  and  the  Faas  n  &a  of  their  cottage^  as  before 
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dancing,  and  singing,  twirling  fais  stick  around  bis 
head  with  amazing  dexterity.  His  antic  and  ec-. 
centric  movements  s(K)n  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  crowd,  who  formed  a  circle  around  l;he  **  crazy 
gentleman/'  as  they  called  him.  Allan  continued 
his  outlandish  dance*  w;ith  gireat  spirit,  until  be 


*  The  writer  for  some  time  thought  that  Alkn  had  invented 
these  antic  gestures  to  suit  the  purpose  of  the  moment ;  but,  on 
further  enquiry,  lie  finds  that  there  is  a  singular  dance  peculiar  to 
his  race.  Dr.  Clarke  is  of  opinion  that  the  national  dance  in 
Russia,  called  the  burina^  ja  derived  from  the  Oipsiet.  This  tele- 
brated  traveller  also  thinks  it  probable  that  our  common  hornpipe 
is  taken  from  these  vagrants. 

In  Blackwood's  Magazine  there  is  some  account  of  Charlie 
Stewart,  a  Gipsy  chief,  mho,  in  1774,  attended  a  wedding  with 
five  or  »ix  females  in  his  train.  "  He  d(d  not,"  says  |he  writer, 
'^  aUow  males  to  accompany  him  on  these  particular  occasions.  At 
some  distance  from  the  people  at  the  wedding,  but  withm  hearing 
of  the  music,  these  females  formed  themselves  into  a  ring,  with- 
Charlie  in  its  centre.  Here,  in  the  middle  of  the  circle,  he  ^pered 
and  danced  ii^  the  most  antic  ajid  ludicrous  manner,  sweeping  his 
tfq^gel  around  his  body  in  all  directions,  dancing  at  the  same  time 
with  much  grace  and  agility.  He  sometimes  danced  round  the 
outside  of  Uifi  ring,  putting  the  females  to  rights  when  they  hap- 
pened to  go  wrgpg.  The  females  cyurtesied  and  danced  to  him  in 
their  turn,  as  he  faced  about  to  th^m  in  Idf^  c^>er8.  Every  one  of 
the  sweeps  with  the  stick  was  iAKelligible  to,.th^e»women.  It  was 
by  the  different  cuts,  aweeps>  and  twists  of  the  clnb^  that  the 
whole  of  the  turns  and  figures  of  the  dance  were  regulated.  On* 
twirl  dismissed  the  females,  another  cut  recalled  them,  and  a  third 
sweep  ordered  them  all  to  sit  down  squat  on  the  ground.  Another 
twist  again  called  them  up  in  an  instant  to  the  dance.  In  shorty 
Stewart  distinctly  spoke  to  his  female  dancers  by  means  of  his 
•tick,  commanding  them  to  do  whatever  he  pleased  in  these  opera« 
fions,  without  opening  his  mouth  to  one  of  them.** 

Geordie  Drummond,  another  Gipsy  chief,  is  described  as  having 
^danced  with  his  seraglio  of  females  in  the  very  same  manner  as 
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thought  thAt  his  hi^tids,  who,  in  the  mean  time, 
had  fled^  were  at  some  distance.  He  then  began  to 
hdrangue  tha  mob  in  an  unintelligible  jargon,  and 
afterwards  danced  away^  follovired  by  a  crowd  of 
boys,  whife  the  old  people  expressed  their  pity  at 
his  harmless  ebullitions  of  madness.  Having  got 
dear  of  the  noisy  boys,  he  soon  overtook  the  lad 
who  carried  his  bundle,  and  whom  he  completely 
£righteiied  by  his* wild,  axtraVi^ant  gestures.  The 
poor  fellow  first  stared  in  amazement,  and  then  ran 
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Stewart,  witlioiit  tlie  sliglitest  Tariatlon,'  except  tliat  liis  gestures 
were  on  some  occasions  extremely  lascirions.  -He  threw iiimself 
into  almost  every  attitude  Into  which  the 'human  body  can  be 
formed,  while  his  stick  was' dying  round  his  person  with  great 
violence.  All  the  movements  oT  tins  dance  of  .GeorcJie's  were  re* 
gnlated  hj  the  measures  of  an  indecent  song;  and  always  at  the 
ehorus  of  which  the  circular  motion  v{  the  cudgel  ceased,  and  one 
of  the  females  joined  him^  with  her  voice,  when  their  i;estures  be-> 
came  exceedingly  obscene*  Geordie's  appearance^  while  dancings 
is  described  to  me,  by  a  gentleman  of  observation^  exactly  like  a 
human  figure  cut  out  of  wood  or  pasteboard,  ^vith  the  odd  capers 
of  which  ^X  have  seen  children  amusing  themselves  by  drawing 
strings  fixed  to  cords  leading  from  the  legs  and  anns  ef  the  whim- 
sical figure.  The  Gipsies  at  Lochgellie  had*  ftlso  a  dance  peciilial' 
to  themselves,  and  fltinng  which  they  sung  %  aoiig  in  the  Gipsy 
language,  which  they  called  a  '  cruntx  " 

Some  imagfne  that  the  monr^e-dances  trere  ifltreduoed  into 
^^ England  by  the  Gipsies;  as,  formerly,  it  was  very  common 
ainong  them,  when  encamped  on  dreary  saoors  and  fells,  to  amuse 
themselves  by  performifig  these  picturesque  dances,  and,  when 
seen  at  night  by  superstitious  travellers^  were  supposed  to  be 
fairies.  One  of  the  most  extraordiusAT'  dances  that  ever  took  place 
in  En^nd,  was  in  Lord  Bacon's  timei  in  Herefordshire,  when,  at 
the  May-gam^,  a  morrioe  of  eight  men  was  performed,  whose 
united  ages  amounted  to  800  years,  that  which  waa  wanting^  in 
some  superabounding  in  others^ 
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toward  the  town  witiiout  daring  to  look  befaindT 
him.  Alkn  deemed  this  manceuvie  necessaiy,  lest^ 
if  he  had  appeared  collected  and  sensible,  he  mighl; 
have  been  suspected  to  be  an  nceomplioe,  and  per«-^ 
haps  pursued  and  apprehended. 

On  arriving  at  Dalstoo^  he  took  lap  his  lodgings 
at  a  private  house^  imd  early,  next  tnomii^  re-com^ 
menced  his  journey.  Near  Bo^  Castle  he  stopped 
to  admire  the  scenery,  when  he  heard  a  female  toice^ 
behind  him  saying,  in  the  Gipsy  language,  ^^FoIloWt 
tiiief .f**  Allan  started,  and  turning  suddenly  around. 


*  It  ig  extraordinfliy  tfiat  the  language  of  bT  f^apfe  wfio  have 
Bred  fbr  centones  in  Europe,  shstild  have  remained  imtil  lately  » 
aecret.    Bat  the-Giptiea^  knowing  from  traditioB-.the  dee^pCtojis- 
their  predecessor  praetiaed  on  coming  Into  Etirope^  irere  fearfoF 
to^give  information  respecting  their  laagua^,  and  therefore  tol^ 
enquirers  that  it  was  gibberish^  or  a  mere  jargon ;  and  in  ibrmer 
times,  hffstorical  etymology  wte  but  yery  imperfectly  understood. 
'    The  learned  Gfrelleman  sap  that  the  Gipsy  lasgnage  is  the  samcf 
as  the  Sorat -dialect  of  tiie  Hindbstoniej  to  prove  whi^i  he  ooUectcd 
a  vocabulary  of  both  languages.    The  profound  Dr.  Doi^las.  also- 
took  specimens  of  the  Gipsy  language  from  their  months  in  Hun« 
gary^  which  bears  a  wonderful  similarity  to  Hindostaniei    Gaptaiir- 
iRidiardsoB  likewise  proves  the  identity  of  these  languages.    There 
Is  further  confirmation  of  tlds  fhct  in  Heyland'a  work  on  the  Gip-* 
aies.    The  Nuts,  or  Indian  Gipsies^  are  said  to  be  the  remains  of 
an  originar  race,  prior  even  to  the  Hindoos,  whose  worship  they 
have  never  adopt^d.^    Their  language  is  the  same  as  that  of  the 
European  Gipsies.-    A.  hdj,'  who  had'  l^en  in  Indis,  addressed 
some  Scottish  Gipsies  in  t^e  Hindostanie  Itaguage.    They  seemed- 
not  to  understand  heri  but>  from  the  affinity  of  sound  to  their  own 
language,  were  extrenof^ely  incensed  at  what  they  coiiceiTed  to  be  e 
mockery.    Perhaps,  the  lady  did  not  understand  the  Hindostanie 
very  correctly;  for  Some  Gipsy  girls  in  the  south  of  Eiq;land,  on* 
being  addressed  in  that  language^  laughed  and  were  highly  de« 
Ighted  to  find,  a  person  who  understood  their  .secret  limgaage* 
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Ibdield  a  Sne,.  kU  wbnaw^  mounted  upc^  a  sfroBg^ 
galloway,  whid^  was  asoending  th^  hifi  in  ah.  easy- 
walk.  Her  large,  j^sy,  bladt:  eyes,  ^d  sm^ 
fine-formed  jiands,  shewed  iksk  ^he  belonged  to  the 
true  moe!  Her  tavesr  locks  were  flcwting  about  her 
sfaoulderst  but,  when  blown  aside  by  the  wind,  dis-* 
eovered  her  valnable'  glittering  ^-riags.  She  was 
Areased  in  a  Hue  jaeket^  which  fitted  her  dose  on^  ^ 
the  back,  but  was  open  in  frpnt.  Underneath  was 
a  handsome  green-  boddiee.  Her  skirt  was  of  blue 
doth ;  aad^on  her  head  she  wdre  a  bkdc  beaver  hat,., 
with  ostrich  feathers.  Aflan  turned  and  walked 
beside  her  palftey.;  and  after  a  shc»t  silence,  he  he* 
sitatingly  said,  ^  I  thinks  if  rny  memory  does  not 
deeeire  me,  thatl.  have  seen  you  before^'^^— '*  Yj^, 
JSmie,^  replied  she,  ^*  during  due  night,  when  I  waa 
a  giddy  lassy.^'i— **  May  I  venture  to  ask  wh^i?" 
enquired  Allan. — **  When  you  wntured  to  be  im- 
pudent," she  answered ;  <^  which  he  anmediatdy 
recognized  the  graceful  €^ipsy  who  danced  with 
him  on  his  admission  into  the  class  of  minstrels,  and 
who  repulsed  his  amorous  gallantries  in  a  way  he 
could  never  forget,  and  then  disappeared  like  an  ih-^ 
corporeal  bdng.    - 


It  18  really  wonderful;  ooasfderiiig  tfie  ignoranee  of  this  people^ 
and  their  ooatinned  wanderings  during  mare  than  four  oentu- 
riesj  that  such  a  number  of  words  should  have  been  preserved 
ancorrupted,  as  still  to  furnish  sufficient  proof  of  the  Hindostanie 
language  being  the  Gipsies'  mother  tongue* 

Madge>  it  is  ^bove  stated^  sainted  Allan  with  th^^epithet "  thief."^ 
But  the  wcNrds  thief  and  robber^  which  are  sy^onimous  in  the  Gipsy 
Iluiguage^  do  not  convey  any  idea  of  reproach.  Amongst  them^  It 
ji  not  disgraoefttl  to  st^  but  extremely  so  to  be  detected. 
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AOan,  silent  and  abashed,  looked  anollier  Wa}r  f 
but  the   stranger  soon   aioused  him  hy  sajring^ 
"  Weel,  Jamie,.  wiB  ye  no  try  your  luck  ance  mair 
at  Jedburgh  ?     Wad  ye  like  to  «ee  your  lavfuT 
wife,  your  bonny  Jean?    What  naiay  be  the  wcMllr 
o'  that  siller  tankard  in  your  hufKdIe  ?**    Alteti  wali^ 
eonfounded  and  alarmed,  but  af  length  stammered- 
out,  ''Faith!  but  ye  are  a  witty  lady$  but  I  ant 
straying  out  of  my  roadJ?'    The  words  were  acaitely 
uttered,  when  the  rider  raised  herself  up  in  her 
saddle,  darted  a  furious  glance  at  AIIan»  ^d,  as  if 
involuntarily,  half  drawing  a  dagger  ccmcealed  uti" 
der  her  jacket,  she  exclaimed,  **  Dare  ye  ?"  and  in-* 
stantiy  added,  ''  {  am  your  queen^  Madge  Ghrdan!* 
.Allan  made  a  most  humble  obeisance  to  this  stem,^ 
commanding  womaft ;  and  such  waa  the  dread  tiiat 
he  entertained  of  her  power,  that  h^  quietly  fol« 
lowed  her,  aiid  seems  never  to  have  dreamed  of 
escaping  and  pursuing,  his- route  to  Whitehaven^ 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

» 

• 

^^Hbd  tetrodueed  to  «  Giug  of  Gipaiet— DfUrciB  up  hit  stolen  Tankard  at  Bramp- 
'  ton— Obtains  a  female  Companion — Travels  to  tlie  appointed  Rendezvoos  of  the 
Border  G^wiet^AB  Offender  espied  by  Authority— A  Gipsy  Feast— AUatt 
aanowly  «scaps|  AsnvinatkMi— Gipsy  Yengeanee— Description  of  Queen  Madge 
»*Her  Exhortation— Allan  resdves  to  travel  southward— -An  unwelcome  Meet- 
ii^-Flight  and  Theft— Arrires  at  Whitehaven.' 

.    ■        ■  ,  • 

AlLLiAV  followed  his  imperious\nistress  in  silence. 

He  felt  assured  that  her  mandate  was  issued  for  his 

ft 

.goo4»  and  that  danger  might  residt  from  disobedi- 
ence. Knowing  that  persons  in  authority  amongst 
the  Gipsies  occasionally  employ  spies,  he  was  not 
Burpnsed  at  the  incidents  she  had  mentioned. 

On  approaching  a  ^wood  near  Wetherly  Abbey, 
Alla^n's  heart  leaped  for  joy  on  perceiving  a  waving 
column  of  smoke  ascending  above  the  trees,  and 
bearing  the  chattering  of  voices  intermingled  with 
the  jocund  laugh.    The  poet  says — 

''  I  see  a  column  of  slow  rising  ftmoke 

O'ertop  the  lofty  wood,  that  skirts  the  wild. 

A  vagabond  and  useless  tribe  there  eat 

Their  miserable  meal.    A  kettle, 

Slnng  between  two  poles,  upon  a  stick  traasYerse^ 

Receives  the  morsel :  ilesh  obscene  of  hog. 

Or  vermittj  or,  at  best,  of  cock  purloined 

From  his  accustomed  perch.    Hard*laring  raoe> 

The  J  pidk  their  fael  out  of  every  hedge. 

Which,.  kin<Ued  with  dry  leaves  and  wood,,  just  saves 

'The  spark  of  life.    The  sportive  wind  blows  wide 

fTheir  fluttering  rags,  and  shews  a  tawney  skin, 

9he  ^Tellam  of  the  pedigree  ihej  claim." 
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But  this  party  bad  no  '^Termin**  m  their  kettle:; 
and  though  many  were  in  fluttering  rags,  yet  they 
were  dinmg  upon  half  a  sheep,  which  a  savage  dog 
had  worried  on  the  preceding  cdght,  and  were 
drinking  some  good  Cumbrian  ale.* '  Que^i  Madge 
was  received  with  due  honour;  and  some  of  the 
party  accosted  Allan  with  peculiar  kindness.  They^ 
were  the  very  men  f<xr*whom  he  had  opened  a  way 
of  escape  at  Carlisle;  and  now  they  enjoyed  a 
hearty  laugh  at  the  simplidty  of  the  townsfolk. 

Next  morning,  Allan  resumed  His  old  fustic  garb, 
as  more  suitable  to  his  company,  who  in  the  evening 
encamped  near  Brampton.  Here  Madge  sent  for 
him,  and  demanded  the  silver  tankmrd,  which  shc^ 
ordered  to  be  melted  down,  and  then  carried  the 
silver  into  the  town,  where  she  contrived  to  dispose 
of  it  The  price  Was,  by  her  direction,  expended  in 
such  articles  of  food  and  drink  as  would  be  wanting 
at  the  approaching  festival  which  the  tribe  was 
summoned  to  hold.  On  the  following  evening,  the 
party  encamped  at  a  place  called  Stitpletcxi,  west  of 
Bewcastle.  Amongst  them  was  a  lively  girl,  who 
had  reaped  a  pl^itiful  harvest,  during  a  few  months, 
by  telling  the  fortunes  of  the  fashicxiables  who  visit 
the  lake  scenery  of  Westmoreland.  She  had  a  good 
'  stock  of  cash,  which  she  lavished  away  in  4he  most 
thoughtless  manner;  and  being  always  Well  pro« 
vided  with  chicken,  ham,  and  brandy,  fUlan  enter-* 
tained  a  idtrong  partiality  for  her  company.  Here 
they  agreed  to  separate  themselves  from  the  body, 
^nd  to  travel  together  over  the  wilds  which  border 
up<m  Northumberiand.  This  girl,  who  was  an 
adroit  thief,  gave  Allan  aomi;  lessons  which  con« 
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'linced  Urn;  that. he  was  a  mere  bungler  in  the  art. 
She  also. taught  him 'iinany  curious  legerdemain 
tricks,  which  he  aft^wards  j^ractisefl .  occasionally 
with  great  advantage.  As  the  weather >  was  fine*' 
ibis  worthy  /pair  And  th&i  a$s  travelled  very  lei-* 
sutely,  and  allowed  their  friends  to  get  a.  day's  jour- 
ney in  advance.    -  :       -      •; 

On  reaching  Howden  near  Carham,  on  the  north* 
west  comer  of  Northumberland,  they  found  their 
friendsf  encamped  in  a  fine  grassy  dell  between  two 
fanis,  in  the  midst  of  a  large  tract  of  unappropriated 
common,  called  V^hateable  Land.  The  camp  .was 
scattered. alOQg, the  brink  of  i^  clear  stream,  while 
the  gallfrways  and  asses  grazed  about  at  their  liberty* 
About  one  hundred  and  thirty  persons  were  assem« 
bled,  and  the  place  rang  with  the  sound  of  their 
froUcksome  mjerriment.  Allan  immediately  paid 
his  respeots  to.hi^.  majesty ^  old  Will  FaUy  who  was 
seated  in  royal  pomp  at  the  door  of  his  tent,  aoeom^ 
panied  by  M(u(ge^\  who  deigned  to  smile  upon  the 
piper,  and  to  ask  him  to  play  ^^JBbie  Bonnets  over 
the  Border:'  ' 

In  the  evening,  the  whole  camp  assembled  before 
the  door  of  the  chief;  and,  after  squatting  down, 
Madge  and  the  chief  wa^ed  out^  and  sat  down  on 
a  small  old  carpet.  Joc^  •  Bly  the  being  called  upon, 
a  man  with  his  wife  and  (two .  children  stood  up. 
Madge;  who  exer(dsed  authority,  over  the  Cumber- 
land Gipmies,  interrogated  the  trembUng  culprit  in  a 
loud  voice,  and  with  great  acuteness.  No  witnesses 
were  called;  but  the  offender  confessed  the  truth 
of  most  of  the  accusations  advanced.  He  had,  it 
seems,  stolen  the  poultry  and  the  hay  of  a  farmer 
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BJeBlr  CocKelrmdutfi^,  idio  was  a  Idnd  Men!  to  Itie 
tribe ;  and  had  caitied  off  a  rug  belonging  to  ans^ 
other  fermet,  who  had  pemiittecl  him  ti  nleep  in  hkit 
bairn.  He  had  aIso»  with  his  wiBe^  been  twice  d!&^ 
tected  iA  beg^hg ;  and  th^  wt^«  training  up  tiib- 
ehildren  in  the  liame  diftgttic^ful  pni^ces  *  For 
tiiese  offencei^  Miadge.  sentenced  him  to  be  expeHedl 

•  1  ' 

*  Real  'Oip^es  posseag  such  Ideas  of  indepencfettcdr  «tt  lead  \}igm* 
l»  i]^um«the  Rigieci  pt»cti«e  of  scdioldng  alius.  Heaee^  in  the  ibi^ 
antes  of  evidence  before,  the  HouGe  of  Commons  on  mendieity^ 
^ere  is  only  one  example  of  a  Gipsy  giti  begging  in  ilxe  strefets  ot 
London,  "niougli  hating  regnlat  and  labortoii^  empioymeUt^^  fei 
\lbej  nevisr  '^1  in  o^aining  a  livelihood  by  t]keir  fiiuifU  Inveik^ 
dohlf,  and  cnnning  in  cheatii^  End  tiiieting.  Tbosv  irbo  vidate 
the  €ripsy  lavrs  of  honour  kne  their  caste,  tfid  beeooie  degmded^ 
Ske  the  &mily  above  mentioned.^  To  such^  begging,  er  solieiting* 
parochial  relief,  can  be  no  disgrace.  These  Farias^  often  retire 
into  the  distant  and  mountainons  patts  of  Scotland.  "  Hie  Oipsjc 
B^g&r/'  described  &•  the  ifolhnving  old  Sootdl*80i^>  wa^^eindentljc 
«ki  outcast  inaii  th&  riegnlar  cennnnnity  u^    ' 

"  In  Seotlahd  IJhebe  liv'd  a  Gipsy  b^ggkr. 

And  he  had  neithei  house  nor  Hame; 
Yet  he  was  weel  liked  by  iUn  body,  • 
•  '  And  he  aye  gat  something  to  rax  his  wame^ 

''A  handfu'  9*  mesd,  or  a  handfu'  o'  groats> 

Or  cauld  l^.ailJ^  or  h^rring-biree,  .  . 
Or  e*en,  gud*^  ^ith !  ^e  IScking  6'  ptskieeh, 

Wad  hae  made  hrai  as  blSihe  as  a.teggnr  \oi«id  bb. 

f  ^s  waHets  sftr^  ancl  ahint  him  did  hing^ 

in  ^  gnid  ord^r  &  ^rallirts  cmU  itee; 
Add  a  great  kai^pUly  huii^  dow»  by  'hi4  ud^ 

And  a  meikle  nowte's  horn  to  lowte  ea  liad  he. 

^  And  aye  as  he  gaed  to  ^  villages  round. 
The  lasses  a'  httsten'd  the  b^gar  to  seoj  . 

They  thought  by  his  cunning  their  fortune  was  fbunii. 
And  were  es^er  to  s^  uttt  diiir  destmy.^ 


4be  wntmunity^  asod  vowed  Taigoanoe  upon  hin^ 
t^cmld  he  ever  approach  4tie  boundary  of  the  coun^ 
.liy  ocoupied  by  the^united  tribes  of  Taw,  Gordoi^ 
and  Yoang.  .Anefb^  inan  now  sprang  up»  and 
^nahcd  the  ^eritninid  befo;re  him  to  th?  outside  of 
Hm  cifde,  <WbUe  ali  th^  r?6t  of  the  company  xo^ere^ 
4h^  fans  with  their  hands. 

Next  day  the  feast  begm ;  tmd  Allan,  li^g  th^ 
favourite  piper,  was  eontinually -employed.  Eatings 
^drinking, :  running,  junxpwg,  daqdng,  anfl  similar 
^porta^  were  carried  on  by  the  younger  ones  dufing 
three  days;  while  the  older  people  lay  4ippii  th^ 
grass,  smciiungand drinking.  Mutton,  g^tme,  fisfa^ 
|x>ultryt  €^ggs»  butter,  &c.  had  been  abun()antly  prq^ 
indedi  and  if  part  of  *he  pfovision  ym  not  very 
frei^,  yet  it  suited  tke  palates  of  the  -ei^tera.  T<9 
4he  admirers  of  good  e^Ssng,  Gipsy  pocdcery  seems 
to  have  little  4x>.rfeoommend  it  ^  I  can  assure  you^ 
bowever,"  says  a  modem  writer,  ^  ^t  the  cqok  o^ 
«  noUeman  of  high  distinction,  a  person  who  never 
^fiven  reads  a  niovd  with^mt  an  eye  to  the  enlarge^. 
ment  of  the  eidmary  scienee^  has  added  tQ  th^  ^^ 
wkmMh  d»  Crourmantk,  4i<»rtain  Patfigeq  ia  Jkfeg 
MerrUim  d^  Denclemgh^  consisting  of  game  and 
pooltary  ef  all  kinds,  'stewed  with  vegetables  into  i^ 
soup,  whidi  rivids  in  savour  and  riofan^  the  gallant 
messes  of  Comacho's  wedding ;  i^nd  which  the  bar 
Ton  of  Bradwardine  would  qa:tainiy  have  ree|£0Qed 
among  the  Epuks  lautiores.^ 

Tiiefe  w«s  a  young  fasoiaovM  Gipsy  naooed  Win- 
ter at  thi$  medCing,  who  envied  Allan's  good  fop* 
tune  in  obtaining  the  favours  of  the  |)rettiest  girl^ 
the  best  fortune-teller,  and  the  moat  .9kUfi4  irmf^ 
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latar  of  small  things  in  the  tribe.  When  embot- 
dened  by  large  draughts  of  whiskey,  he  swore  that 
the  piper  should  pay  for  his  presumption,  and, 
rising  up,  ran  towards  him  with  a  drawn  knife  in 
his  hand.  Allan^s  cousin,  a  strong  active  girl,  who 
was  also  present  at  the  meeting,  perceived  the  mad- 
man approaching,  and,  guessing  his  intentions^ 
clasped  him  round  the  waist  They  both  fell  and 
struggled ;  but  she  still  kept  her  hold,  until  a  man 
ran  and  told  Madge  of  the  fray.  This  bold  woman 
was  instantly  on  the  spot,  when  the  sound  of  her 
voice  operated  like  magic  in  restoring  Winter  to 
his  senses,  who  slunk  away  like  a  detected  criminaL 
This  was  not  the  only  instance  in  which  Ma4ge  was 
obliged  to  interpose  her  authority  before  the  meet- 
ing terminated. 

Madge  Gordon^  was  the  grand-daughter  of  the 
celebrated  Jean  Gordon.  Her  unde,  Sandie  Faw, 
was,  in  1718,  murdered  at  a  dan-meeting  by  Robert 
Johnstoun,  a  Gipsy,  under  very  aggravated  drcum<« 
stances.  The  murderer  was  instantly  apprehended, 
and  committed  to  Jedburgh  gaol,  out  of  which, 
however,  he  soon  contrived  to  break,  and  got  dear 
off  out  of  the  country.  But  it  was  easier  to  escape 
the  grasp  of  justice  than  to  elude  Gipsy  vengeance. 
Jean  Gordon  was  not  a  person  likely  to  forgive  sudi 
an  outrage  upon  her  house.  She  traced  the  mur<^ 
derer  like  a  blood-hound — ^followed  him  to  Holland, 

•  * 

"  *  TheGripfty  femtlies  generally  anume  the  name  of  some  power- 
&1  lioii£e>  inhabi^g  the  district  in  which  they  travel ;  a  policy 
which  hu  stometimes  been  extremely  useful  to  them.  This  explains 
{he  n^y  in  which  these  foreign  wianderers  are  distinguished  by 
names  peculiar  to  native  femilies.    -  ^ 
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wid  from  thence  to  Ireland,  where  she  got  him 
seized  after  a  chase  of  nine  years,  and  brought  back 
to  Jedburgh,  Here  he  was  sentenced  to  be  hanged 
on  the  13th  June,  1727 ;  but  he  again  escaped  from 
prison*  Jean  instantly  re-commenced  tlie  pursuit, 
had  him  retaken;  and  then  obtained  the  full  reward 
of  her  toils,  by  enjoying  the  gratification  of  seeing 
him  hanged  on  the  Gallow-Hill,  by  order  of  the 
High  Court  of  Justiciary,  at  Edinburgh,  dated  in 
August,  1728.  After  this,  a  farmer  said  to  her, 
*•  Weel,  Jean,  ye  hae  got  Rob  Johnstoun  hanged  at 
last,  and  out  o'  the  way.*' — ^*  Aye,  gudeman,"  replied 
Jean,  lifting  up  her  apron  by  the  two  comers,  "and 
4i'  that  fu'  o*  gowd  has  na  done't"  A  few  years 
^ter  this,  Jean  appears  to  have  been  reduced  to 
rather  distressed  circumstances ;  for  in  May,  1732, 
she  petitioned  the  circuit  court  of  Jedburgh,  stating 
ihat  being  an  old  and  infirm  woman,  and  having 
been  long  a  prisoner  in  the  Tolbooth  of  'Edinburgh, 
«he  prays  to  be  ailowed  to  take  "voluntary  banish- 
ment upon  herself,  to  depart  from  Scotland  never 
more  to  return  thereto."  Her  petition  seems  to 
have  been  granted;  and  she  lived,  during  the  re- 
mainder of  her  Ufe,  on  the  EngUsh  Borders,*  where 

I  *  Jean,  having  been  often  hospitably  received  at  the  farm-house 
ai  Lochside^  near  Yetholm^  had  carefully  abstained  from  commit- 
thig  any  depredations  on  the  former's  property.  But  her  sons 
imne  in  number)  had  not^  it  seems^  the  same  delicacy^  and  stole  a 
1>rood-sovr  from  their  kind  entertainer.  Jean  was  so  much  morti- 
Hed  at  t^  ungrateful  conduct^  and  so  much  ashamed  of  it^  that 
she  absented  herself  from  Lochside  fbr  several  years.  At  last,  in 
consequence  of  some  pecuniary  necessity,  the  goodman  of  LoChside 
was  forced  to  travd  to  Newcastle  to  receive  some  money  to  pay 
Ids  rent;-  As  he  returned  through  the  mountainB^of  Cheviot  he 
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^  eoLJoyed  the  protect;jkm  of  %h%  Fi^ws*  to  w^c^ 
f9gxuly  she  belonged. 


mas  benlgjMei^  mA  loit  Ui  w«]r.    AI^t|^imBier]]^t]umi|(b^dK 
wiiidow  0^  •  waiitt  tiini>  whidi  had  snmved  the  fkrm^oate  ^ 
•orbich  it  h»d  oao^  b^lo^ge^i  guidei  him  to  a  jdaee  of  shelter  i  ^a|^ 
when  he  knocked  at  the  door^  it  vas  opened  by  Jean  Oordcwi. 
Her  very  remarkable  figmne,  for  she  was  nearly  six  feet  high^  au4. 
lier  equally  remarkable  features  and  drsss,  rendered  It  impossible 
to  mistake  her  far  a  moment  j  and  te  meet  widi  each  aeharactcr 
in  so  soUtaiy  a  plafe«  imd  prqbaUy  at  no  great  distance  from  hmr 
ebuij  wss  a  t^ble  surprise  to  the  poor  man^  w^^ase  fent  (tc^  lose 
which  would  have  been  ruiu  to  him)  was  about  his  persou.    Jeafs 
«et  up  a  shotft  of  joy—-"  £h>  si^  I  the  Winsqme  gudeman  o'  Log|i- 
eide !    Leet  down>  leet  dxtwu,  far  ye  mannna  epeer  farther  thte 
peel»  an^  a  friend's  hoos*  aae  near.**    Tie  farmer  was  faroed  te 
dismount^  and  aeeept  of  her  offnr  ^  tt^Vg^  P'4  #  bfd.    There  Hfm 
plenty  of  mei(t  jn  the  b^r^j  in  whatever  maimer  it  was  come  bj^ 
and  prepiurations  were  making  far  a  plentiful  ^pper,  which  the 
farmer^  to  the  great  increase  of  his  anxiety^  observed  was  calculate 
far  ten  or  twelve  people,  of  the  same  description,  ne  doubt,  witk 
llliimdMy*    ^99^  left  him  in  ne  ddnfat  iqien  t|ie  subject.    She 
biroii^  «p^  ^^off  of  the  stole<i  sow,  and  ufiticed  \ipyr  mudi  paapi 
and  vexation  it  had  cost  her. '  Like  other  pjulosophersi  she  rev- 
marked  that  the  world  becftfues  worse  daily ;  and  like  other  pa- 
rents, that  the  bairns  were  above  her  direction,  and  did  not  mind 
the  (dd  Gipsy  regulatkms,  which  commanded  them  to  respect,  in 
Aidt  dfpre<|atiftns,  thp  property  of  theii  benefiEUBlers«    Hie  end  of 
all  this  was,  an  inquiry  what  money  the  farmer  had  about  him, 
}md  vo.  earnest  request  that  he  woul4  w^p  her  hii|  pmnseJcei^er, 
a^^  tb^  bairx^Sj  ajs  she  called  her  sons,  would  he  n/o^i/jk  home.    The 
poor  farmer  ^lade  a  virtue  af  i^eoaasity,  told  his  story,  and  suncHif 
^ered  hi^  g<44  ^  JeiUi'9  custody.    She  ma^e  him  put  a  faw  shijt^ 
liug?  f u  ))i9  pocl^i  ob^rviqig  i^  would  excite  sospiqpo  should  h# 
be  found  tiravelling  altogether  pennyless*    This  arraqg^nie^t  b^iig 
9iade,  th^  farmer  lay  down  en  a  sort  of  skukerdotpn,  upon  somi 
straw,  bu(,  as  will  easily  be  believed^  slept  not.    About  midnigb$ 
the  gtng  returned  with  Tariqus  articles  of  plunder,  ^|id  t%lke4  f^ 
^eh:  eiq^^U  ill  IfMRpuige  w]lv^  f^ 
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'  Madge  iiiheritdl  4lte  hitfyr  eothmbhdihg  spirit  of 
Her  predeeesftor.  A^  pt^^^ce  w«ks  impeding,  i^fae 
being  alBO  n^^arly  sl^  ft«t  &igh;  Bb«  had  a  healthy 
^mplexton,  h  kfg^  dqisrifih*  i^o^,  and  a  penefratilig 
Ua^  eye^  which  redd  yoUir  ch&i^cber  at  a  glatice, 
and  whieb  few  dalisd  to  look  u^oto.  Hw  step  Wtis 
irm.  aiid  m&siailine^.  ittd  she  coidd  easily  coVer  fifty 
Adles  a  day.  Her  vdc^  #as  rebmrkably  strong  aald 
Aeep^tonied ;  and^  if  the  wind  was  favouhtblei  shef 
touid  he  heard  at  a  liiil^'distahce.  Her  sinetigtfa 
Wiks  iheredible)  atid  she  Uved  Very  tempemtdy^ 
6te  ibimied  a  Gipsy  called  Young ;  but  nhe  Sbon 
•  withdifeWfrohfMscttiripany,  fttidlngthedutltet^^^ 
wife  incdmpatibte  "^Ith  hefr  ambitiotis  and  ihde|ren- 
dent  habits.    Htqugh  fitii^  aiiiohg^t  a  tasdviotii 


soon  dlisooverea  their  gnest^  and  demanded  of  Jean  whom. ab^ had 

there. — *'  £'en  the  wmsome  gudeman  o'  tiochside^  peer  body/'  re* 

fili^  Jean ;  ''  he^a  heeh  Vtt  tfewcsMtH,  keekin  for  siller  to  j>ay  W 

r^nt,  honest  ftaa ;  liiit  faQ-^-lkslHi  h^'a  h^n  fthle  U  gather  hr> 

aifd  aa6  he'a  gaon  e'en  htoe^iri'  a  to<^  purse  aafd  «  sofar  hseMt."^-^ 

*'  That  may  be^  Jean/'  readied  one  of  the  banditti^  "  hot  we  maui^ 

ripe  his  pouchea  a  bit,  and  see  If  it  be  true  or  no."    Jean  set  u|^ 

lier  throat  in  eitdamations  against  this  breach  of  hospitality^  but  io 

ko  efiki.    Hie  fanner  soon  heard  their  stifled  whi^ers  atid  light 

.  steps  by  his  bedule^  and  tmdersteod  tliey  w^ete  tamtirigiifg  htt 

dothes.    When  Aey  found  the  money  which  the  previdenoe  of 

Jean  Gqj'don  had  made  him  retain,  they  hedd  a  consultation  if  they 

should  take  it  or  no ;  but  the  smallness  of  the  booty,  and  the  tb^ 

Sentence  of  Jean's  rettmhstrtinces,  determined  them  in  the  negative. 

•They  cadroused  and  weni  to  rest.    So  soon  as  day  darwtked,  Jeaa 

TOQsed  her  guest,  prodnoed  his  h<n*se,  idiich  shd  had  acddrntfiddAMI 

behind  the  kalian,  and  guided  him  fdt  some  miles  tfll  he  was  ea 

the  high  road  to  Lochside.     She  then  restored  his  whole  property, 

nor  could  his  earnest  ihtifeatiei  prerail  on  her  to  accept  of  the  least 

t^ecsojupease* 
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people^  no  one  durst  addiess  h&c  in  the  language*  of 
insult  or  indecency.     She  eould  knodc  down  a  stouf^ 
man  with  all  the  quickness  and.  decision  of  a  pu^l^' 
istie  champion.    Though  not  a  gnaceful,  she  was  a^ 
remarkably  iirm  and  fearless  rider,  and  bod  gen»* 
rally  a  good  horse,  or  a  spirited,  strong  poney.    She 
is  thus  described  in  her  old  age,  by  a  perscm  well 
acquainted  with  the  Yetholm  tribes: — .^^She  had 
bushy  hair,  that  hung  around  her  shoulders  ftonx 
beneath  a  Gipsy  bonnet  of  straw — a  short  doak  c£ 
peculiar  fashipn,  and  a  long  staff  neairly  as  tall  aa 
herself.     I  remember  her  weU; — every  week  «he 
paid  my  father  a  visit  for  her  idnumt^  whea  I  Was  a 
little  boy,  and  I  looked  upon  Madge  with  nocooa- 
mon  degree  of  awe  and  terror.  ^When  she  spoke 
vehemently  (for  she  had  many  complaints)  she  used 
to  strike  her  staff  upon  the  floor,  and  throw  hierself 
into  an  attitude  which  it  was  impossible  to  regard 
with  indi£ference.    She  used  to  jsay  that  she  could 
bring,  from  the  remotest  parts  of  the  iiduid,  friends 
to  revei^  her  quarrel,  while  she  sat  motionless  in 
her  cottage ;  and  6be  frequently  boasted  that  there 
was  a  time  when  she  was  of  considerable  import- 
anoe,  for  there  were  at  her  wedding  fifty  saddled 
asses,  and  unsaddled  asses  without  number/' 

When  the  eatables  were  consumed^  all  the  sub- 
jects of  Faw  and  his  allies  were  summoned  before 
the  royal  tent,  and  received  orders  for  their  future 
operations.  Madge  then  exhorted  them  to  act  hou 
nourably  towards  their  friends,  and  to  respect  their 
property;  to  pay  all  their  just  debts;  to  avoid 
large  towns  as  much  as  possible ;  and  to  contract  no 
marriages  with  the  puny,  sneaking  slaves,  amongst 
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i*^hidh  they  Were  compelled  to  live.  All  the  evtt« 
that  had  ktely  been  endui'ed  by  her  tribe,  she  attri- 
buted to  impit^per  cotine^dohs  of  thid  kind,  and 
^iSireatened  to  jpuhkb  any  ohe  who  in  future  de-i* 
*  Apised  her  admonitions.  The  company  then  retired, 
dnd  began  to  pack  up  fbr  their  joufney.  Allan  felt 
inortifi^  at  being  dismissed  without  ceremony,  ttnd 
at'bdtig  deprived  of  the  vblue  df  h"  tattkard  with-i 
out  the  lightest  apology.  He  how  cbnjedtui^ 
tilM  Mad^*had  compdled  him  to  attend  this  mat- 
ing for  the  sake  of  his  music,  of  whieh  she  appealed 
Very  fond.  However,  he  durst  not  jumble,  for 
Madge  was  not  slow  in-  punishing  any  symj^ton^  bf 
sedition.  • 

Having  agreed  to  aecdm|iany  his  new  mirti^ss 
into  Westmoreland,  they  travielled  southwards  to- 
Mrards  Gilsland,  andj  cfrossing  4>y  Glenwhelt,  tra* 
versed  Knaresdale  towards  AlstoA,  tvhere  they 
resdved  to  halt.  H^re  his  p^Jie-tfitisic  y^As  well  re- 
Varded ;  hot  as  he  spent  too  nmch  of  his  time  ill 
drinkmg  and  poddmig,  lis  companion  insisted  upon 
proceeding  i&  Appleby.  On  reaching  this  town, 
they  took  Iddgings  at  a  s^mail  piibBc  heud^.  N^t 
dsty,  Ai!an's  female  partner  i;^ent  off  fc^r  a  few  da^^ 
tH^h  ah  excJtirsion  into  the  country;  whik  he  re- 
fnaihed  to  esterdse'^fiis'professidn.  Having  plltyed 
tfhe  day  to  a  conrpaiiy  of  gentJemen  at  the  helid 
ten;  he  ivas  Bberally  rewarded,  and  retumted  to  l^s 
Iddgings  in  high  spirits.  Oh  enff^ring  the  house,  he 
perceived  twa  vrameh  sittihg;.the  oiie  a  horny, 
hard-featured  person,  with  a-  sinister  look^  Ihi 
other  suddenly  turned  her  head  about,  and  concealed 
her  face  with  her  bonnet.     But  Allan  had  seen 


ifis  OF 


#      ;      1 


enough  to  enable  him  to  recognize  his  wife  SesfiV 
He,  however^  concealed  his  emotion,  and,  walking 
up  to  the  landlady,  requested  the  loan  of  a  candle 
for  a  minute,  and  ordered  her  ta  prepate  supper  foix 
himself  and  a  friend  He  then  walked  leisurely  «p 
stairs  to^  his  bed-room,  when  he  packed  up  his 
doaths  and  pipes,  fastened  the  door,  blew  out  the 
candle,  and  descended  gendy  from,  the  window. 
He  then  entered,  by  a  back  gateway^  the  yard  of 
the  inn  where  he  had  been  playing.;  a^d  knowing^ 
that  both  the  hostler  and  the  landlord  were  drunks 
he  went  into  the  stable,  saddled  a  horse  belonging 
to  a  London  traveller,  and,  after  leading  him  out 
boldly,  rode  off.  The  niglit  was  dark  and  rainy  ; 
jbut  he  proceeded  with  great  speed  towards  Penrith. 
Before  he  entered  this  place,,  he  contrived  to  alt^ 
the  appearance  of  the  horse  so  oompletely,.  that  eveu 
his  owner  could  not  have  swom  to  him. 
,  Allap  knew  not  why  Jean  continued  to  follow 
him  with  such  pertinacity ;  but  he  dreaded  .that  her 
intentions  were  not  charitable,  and  he  was^resolved^ 
ppt  to  encounter  her,  if  possible.  The  idea  of  r&r 
moving,  to  Ireland  returned  with  renewed  strength ;. 
^d  having  exchanged  the  hprse  foi^asmall  gallo* 
way  and  ten  guinaas,  he  set  off  acro^  the  countr)i( 
with  the  utmost  speed,  - Haifing  sun)c.  the  cloatitius 
)ie  wore  ;in  a  peat  hole,.hf  put  on  his  best  suit ;  and 
on  reaching  Whitehaven,  he  sold  the  galloway,  and 
took  his  passage .  in .  a  ^vessel  which  was  bound  ta 
Dublin,  and  which  was  under^  weigh  when  he 
leacbed  the  harbour..     ,i 


« 


,  ••   It 


~3Aims  ahJav.  H^ 


CtlAPTER  IX. 


'•  Voyage  to  DttbBn— A  new  Frieiid-4<lttteiiDg  Rncoafigaiieiit«»toift- 
mences  Beta— Emb«innn]fnts—Az(eit— Escape— Retaken— Volunteen  to  the 
East  India  Company^s  Service — Effects  of  Music  in  a  Ship— Becomes  an  Officer^ 
^Servast— Glosses  Um  Line— Arrival  at  St.  Helena. 


AMOIN'GST  the  passengers  was  a  gentleman  who 
was  very  fond  of  music,  and  who  performed  well 
on  the  flute.  He  was  quite  enchanted  with  Allan's 
execution,  both  on  the  pipes  and  the  hautboy,  and 
promised  him,  if  he  settled  in  Dublin,  his  support 
and  patronage.  Nor  were  these  empty  words ;  for 
the  gentleman,  who  -moved  in  the  higher  cirdes  of 
life,  exerted  himself  actively  and  successfully  in 
establishing  his  reputation  as  a  musician.  By  his 
advice,  he  took  respectable  lodgings,  charged  a  high 
price  for  giving  lessons  on  the  small  pipes,  and  re- 
fused all  nightly  engagements  unless  he  was  assured 
of  being  handsomely  remunerated.  The  Irish  esti- 
mated his  professional  talents  very  highly,  and  his 
income  soon  averaged  ten  pounds  a  week. 

Allan  was  for  a  short  time  steady  and'  attentive. 
But  a  ridiculous  whim  very  shortly  entered  his 
wandering  fancy:  he  became  ambitious  to  set  up 
for  a  man  of  fashion,  and  to  this  intent  purchased 
cloaths  of  the  best  quality,  bought  insignificant  and 
expensive  ornaments,  and,  having  reached  the  cli- 
max of  folly,  furnished  a  genteel  house,  in  which 
he  placed  an  extravagant  and  abandoned  mistress, 
who  soon  involved  iiim  in  debts  which  he  had  no 
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means  of  paying;  for  his  income,  although  great, 
was  no  way  adequate  to  the  support  of  such  extra- 
vagances. 

To  the  upholsteser  that  furnished  his  house,  Al- 
lan had  promised  payment  by  instalments,  at  twelve, 
fifteen,  and  dghteen  months.  When  the  first  pay« 
ment  becam^  due,  he  pretended  that  he  had  been 
disappointed  in  a  remittance  frojoii  Engknd,  but 
that  he  would,  in  the  course  of  six  weeks,  pay  one 
half  of  the  debt,  which  amounted  to  one  hundred 
and  twenty  pounds.  This  being  i^greed  upon,  he 
thought  himself  secure  for  that  time,  and  intended 
in  the  interun  to  dispose  of  the  furniture  to  the 
best  advantage,  and  decamp*  But  this  swindling 
scheme  was  frustrated ;  for  the  same  day,  a  draperj^ 
to  whom  he  was  indebted  thirty  pounds,  took  out  ^ 
v^t  to  arrest  him.  His  situation  was  now  critical  i 
should  he  be  taken,  years  of  imprisonment  was  the 
probable  consequence ;  and  being  entirely  destitute 
of  money,  he  had  no  proq>ect  of  escaping  but  by 
disposing  of  property  not  his  own.  He  therefore 
secured  several  articles  of  silver  plate,  and  the  moa^ 
valuable  part  of  his  wearing  ^parel,  and  then  hur*r 
ried  to  a  distant  quarter  of  the  dty  to  dispose  of 
the  plate,  for  which  article  he  found  a  ready  market 
at  the  shop  of  a  consdenthua  Jew,  who  j^ve  hiw 
less  than  one  half  of  its  value. 

But  notwithstanding  all  his  precautions,  the  up* 
holsterer  was  quickly  informed  of  thi^  ^r^sactiop, 
ap4  succeeded  i^  appreheoding  him  for  &whid]yH^<, 
^iHany  as  usual,  submitted  with  a  good  gsaee,  ajp4 
accoiinpimied  the  o£Scers  with  a  ch^€^u)  aii:^ 
they  reached  a  snol  with  which  be  wasr  well 
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qmiiitedL  when  making  a  sudden  sprii^/  be  m^ 
stantiy  disappeared  through  a  narrow  passage*  m^ 
took  refuge  in  the  house  of  a  CQurtewm^  who  lo^^|ed 
Imn  in  a  plisoe  of  safety ;  and  though  diligent  sean^ 
waa  made  hy  the  officerSi  he  remained  undiscovered 
In  this  cetreat 

Next  day,  his  f i^tbf ul  protectress  purchased  hito 

an  old  suit  g£  doa^hs,  and  found  out  a  vessel  which 

was  destined  to  sapJi  for  Bristdl  about  midnight 

Sbe  also  gave  intdligence  that  various  officers  and 

informefs  were  upon  the  look-out,  in  consequence 

of  printed  advertisements  posted  up  in  various  parts 

of  the  city»  giving  a  particular  description  (^  iua 

\         persoi),  dress,  and  occupation*  and  offering  a  reward 

N^     af  ten  pounds  for  bis  apprehensi<m ;  threatening,  at 

X  the  swne  time,  a  prpsecutian  against  any  parscm 

whp  harboured  w  concealed  him.    Al]an,  how^evar* 

tAt  secure  in  his.  disguise^  and  reached  the  vessel 

witiiout  experiencing  any  interruptionw 

But  his  triumph  was  short;  for,  either  frem  a 
l^ve  of  ornament,  or  the  want  of  .prudence,  he  kept 
M 1^  pair  of  smart  shoes^  with  kage  «lv»^  buckles^ 
This  excited  the  nqtice  and  sisspieion  of  at  custon* 
house  oi&eer  aboard,  who,  after  obsa'ving  him  at- 
tentively^ colled  aanstanoe  and  took  \mi  into 
eustody.  Next  day,  ti^  uphobta^er  swore  to  hli 
perscMi)  whi^n  he  w^a  committed  to^  prison,  where  h* 
msained  three  wedks.  At  this  time,  a»  agent  in 
the  ^m%.  India  Comfi^y's  service  arrived;  asid 
Kbert^  being  gras^ted  to  several  yoang  men  coa^ 
Sned  fw  peti^  erimesc  tot  enlist  into  their  SMviite^ 
Attan  efig»:ly  aeceptod  the  o£fen.  with  the  hppe  el 
mald^t  Uis  «seape^   Be  w«i  ac^ondioglgr,.  wi^  sfi» 
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veral  other  wretched  youths,  sent  in  a  vessel  to  the 
Isfe  of  Wight. 

Here  AUan  found  escape  almost  impossible.  The 
reluctant  volunteers  were  guarded  with  uncommon 
vigilance,  and  every  attempt  to  desert  was  punished 
with  the  cruellest  severity.  In  about  two  weeks 
after  his  arrival,  the  company  to  which  he  belonged 
was  suddenly  sent  on  board  an  East  Indiaman 
which  was  bound  for  China,  wifli  orders  to  touch 
at  Madras,  where  the  troops  were  to  be  landed. 
The  ship  immediately  dropped  down  the  Channel 
with  a  gentle  breeze ;  and  Allan,  being  obliged  to 
l^linquish  the  idea  of  abscon^ng,  began  to  devise 
measures  for  making  his  situation  more  comfortable. 

Having  preserved  his  pipes,  he  watched  on  the 
second  day  until  the  officers  had  retired  to  dinner, 
when  he  adjusted  his  instrument,  and  struck  up  the 
old  Northumberland  tune  of  "  I  saw  my  Love  come 
passing  hy^  and  was  instantly  surrounded  by  the 
petty  officers,  whilst  the  jovial  sailors  began  dancing. 
The  merry  sounds  reached  the  officers  ia  the  cabin, 
who  ordered  the  attendance  of  the  musician,  and  he 
amused  them  the  whole  of  the  aftemomi. 

James'  polite  address  and  cleanly  appearance  gave 
the  officers  an  idea,  that  though  he  did  not  arrive  iii 
the  most  respectable  company,  yet  he  might  not  be 
so  abandoned  as  the  generality  of  the  culprits ;  and 
4iie  Serjeant  who  had  accompanied  them  from  Ire- 
land, on  being  questioned,  informed  them  that  no- 
thing was  laid  to  Allan's  charge  but  that  he  had 
contracted  debts,-  and  disposed  of  some  portable 
articles  at  one  half  of  their  value,  which  his  cre^ 
ditors  termed  swindling.     This  Qiformation  ope-r 
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fated  to  his  advantage,  and  the  offioers  concluded 
that  his  offence  was  rather  the  result  of  thoughtless 
extravagance  than  of  premeditated  crime. 

Mr.  Hume,  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  ship,  w^s  rf 
native  of  Scotland,  and  passionately  fond  of.  pipe- 
music.  Next  day,  he  sent  for  Allan,  and,-  after 
some  conversation,  appointed  him  his  servant  untH 
the  ship  reached  Madras.  He  was  therefore  imme^' 
diaiely  separated  ftota  his  degraded  companioiis; 
ifurnished  with  a  bed,  and  entered  upon  the  enjoy- 
Qient  of  many  comforts  w}>ich  £ew  on  boa^d  cpuld, 
command.  When  heiplseyed  in  th^  cabin,  he  waSsi 
al^o  well  supplied  with  tirine  or  grog ;  while  'the 
poor  recruits  were"  exposed  to  tnany  miseries  and 
privations^  Ihe  jscurVy.  so<>n  appeared  amongst 
them;  and  as  (the: voyage  towards  the  equator 
proved  tisdious  and  storhiy,  many  of  them  died; 
'  AHah  often  related,  with  niuch  humoui*,  the'cJfercJ 
monies  he  witnessed  oh  crossipg  the  Imc;.*  'The  shijf 
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'  *  Cromng  tjie  jeq^atpr  isi  <^P  occasion  edf  great  ^lirth  and  fesithritf  • 
After  all  the  itrraj^onep^U  arc^  ;CQDpipleted,  jattl^e  Lead  of  the  ship, 
the  great  deity  of  the  qceav  ascends  it^mHifi  i^ee^,  his  garments 
dripping.i^ithithe^eleiviei^,  and  aoeoi^pani^  by.bis.^uie^-rih  of 
the  waters.  Through  a  trunipejt  he  h^^  the  [vessel,,  and  deipfind^ 
pRchot^tl^  a^e  that  in^nile.upon  his  doinu^ion.  .  The  officeijs  attend 
<^!i'^^  qoftrterrdqck:  to  re^^ive  his  majesty,  and  reply  to  his  en;* 
^niries  by, giving  the  ship's  name,  and  desti^iation*  Old  J^eptun^ 
ihea  aidvances^  surrounded  by  his  tritons^  naked  dowir  to,  th^  waist| 
fifid  paint^ed  in;a.most  whimsical-  zvanner,  to  receive  the.  tribute .«f 
jthe.  officwr^  and.to/witness  the  bfiptism  of.  8U(^  o£  hjs  diildre.n  aij 
-|ji^ye  npt  befpre  :done  homage  at  his.  font.  This  ceremony  is  ver}( 
Ju.dicrotts,  and^  asr  it  is  conducted  by  the  rough  tfix8>  becomes  n^ 
my.dirty  and  severe  process.    .  '      ^ 

,  ^The:old^«|ilors  are,  careful  ta  discvver^  ^L^^  course  o£  thepa8« 
si^ .  wh^h  .of  their  igessyates'  jhave  AOt  upder^ne  the.discipliAf|[ 
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jbad  setend  articles  on  board  which  were  to  he  hotcfed 
at  St.  Helena ;  but  that  auigular  isknd  was  Hot  disc^^ 

of  this  tropical  baptism ;  and  on  this  day^  all  whp  are  w^ftrkgd  for 
the  ceremony  are  led  upon  deck^  one  by  one,  blindfolded,     tn  thiv 
state,  the  young  sailor  is  made  to  seat  himsdf  Upon  a  small  narrow 
plank,  laid  across  npom  a  Urge  tub  of  salt  watto^  or  npon  tke  titge 
of  the  tab  itself,  and,  in.  this  peryons  situation,  they  ftdmijdste^  t» 
him  a  long  and  ridiculous  oath ;  ^  then  ofi^r  him.  a  glass  of  ^,  hj 
way  of  cordial,  which  they  compel  him  to  drink,  when  he  fin^  H 
to  be  only  A  glass  of  salt  water.    They  then  smear  his  face  witli  a 
nasty  compound  of  grease,  tar,  and  stinking  oil,,  taking  ca^e  in  tBe 
operatioui  to  force  some  df  it  into  his  n^outh.    The  next  st^  k  Htk 
shase  this  otf ;  and  the  raxor  employed  for  this  pui^pose  ^s  coan* 
Bufnly  a  piece  of  an  old  iron  hoop,  beat  full  of  aotches.^    The  filth 
being  in  part  scraped  from  his  chin  with  this  rough  instrument^ 
the  baptismal  process  is  completed  by  the  plank,  npon  which  he  ^ 
seaSed,  be&ig  suddenly  withdrawn,  and  the  young  initiated  plnng^ 
ktad  and  ears  into  the  tub  of  water,  wh^M  he  is  madis  to  lie  ftkl^- 
ing  and  sprawling  lor  a  conaiderdble  tbne;  after  whidi  he  i»p«r^ 
mitte^  to  rise  from  his  briny  birth,  whcsn  his  eyes/ire  unvexM^-ha 
washes  his  countensmce^  and  issues  forth  a  privileged  son  of  old 
J^eptune— ;/ree  to  range  in  the  tropical  seas.    If  he  6ontends>  of 
offers  any  resistance,  he  is  treated  with  three  or  four  dippings  in- 
st^d  of  o&e ;  lie,  th6re£t>r€r,  finds  it  beit  not  fo  be  refrae^My,  and 
smothers  his  inftHih  in  the  seci^  pleasfn^  of  WitneMitig  a  sittiilsir 
pirocess  imposed  upon  th^  test  ef  his  nlMMales.    Brety  oile;  Wkt^ 
Ijktt saSof  sir  landsman,  fftcalted  iip<in  to «riid^|^ thk ^hiistetiing 
evMttony,  as  Ae  tnOi  &i  initiafioB. 

xTrisengers,  when  honoured  y/nth.  a  vMt*  mxd  mthe^  Nf^tun^ 
and  bis  spodtt",  to  wekome  them  tc^  theif  tHopicisl'  dweffibg,  tisually 
eompromise  the  diteipBne  tff  dipping  afid  shatingi  by  oiPermg  tfticl 
tribote  OS  a  fefw  galloiis  6f  ttnn,  and:  pdUtiottiiig  tftfc  bei^ttljirel  AtA^ 
phitnte  to  itttensede  in  then^  Denalr.  xnis  cutofln  isr  aramtil^  liMM. 
eiren  the  captain  ot  the  Nbtft&idiiniMiriaiid,  whetk  oKk  her  i^tfpc^^  i6 
St-  Ifelttta  with  BonapafVe,  fedeii^ctf  the  luithition  of  a  BttiUc'ef  of 
s&It  water*  with  perfect  good  humottf  .  *  Bertrand,  xiritthokftt,  LaA 
Cases,  and  the  other  French  officers  <m  board,  also  performed  th^ 
l^tism^l  tow;  and  thdugfr  NcpoliMit  dM  lidt  lekte  M^tOaixky  he 
DSfltrift  nsnwKUMS  whti&f^  ttt*  oSt  ftthef  VTopCUii^  ttkd  Us  dUHr^tb' 
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yered  till  nfter  they  had  been  nearly  six  months  at 
sea.  On  going  ashore.  Lieutenant  Hume,  who  was 
sitting  carelessly  in  the  stem  of  the  boat,  fell  over- 
board, in  consequence  of  being  stricken  by  a  heavy 
'  sea.  It  being  dangerous  to  lay  the  boat  side^n  in 
a  heavy  surf,  his  life  appeared  to  be  in  imminent 
peril;  but  Allan,  *  with  great  promptness,  plunged 
in,  and  being,  as  before  stated,  an  excellent  swim- 
"»  mer,  soon  reached  his  almost  exhausted  master, 
whopi  he  supported  until  another  boat,  which  was 
following,  came  up.  i  From  that  moment  until  the 

•  time  of  his  deatli,  Lieutenant  Hume  treated  AHan 
more  like  a  friend  than  a  depiendant. 

Allan  was  much  ashore  on  this  island,  and  accom- 
panied his  maiij^er  on  some  excursions  into  the  inte- 
riot,  wheA  his  astonishment  was  always  excited  by 

•  the  scenery  of  this  precipitous  and  romantic  rock, 
how  celebrated  as  t^e  prison  and  the  grave  of  the 
once  mighty  arbiter  of  JEurope.^    He  represented 


*  St.  Helena  is  one  Tflst  perpendicular  took,  tlie  Ugbeit  poiiit  of 
ivbieh  rises  nearly  27(K)  feet  $bore  tbe  lerel  of  the  sea*  It  is  about 
S8  mOes  in  dreomferenee^  and  is  distant  1200  miles  fnm  the  cosst 
of  Africa,  1800  from  SSonth  Aoierica,  and  7400  from  Cape  flK 
^Vincent,  the  nearest  pdnt  in  Enn^.'  Chapel  Vallej  Bay,  which 
is  strongly  defended^  is  the  only  beach,  and  on  which  a  heavy  sniipa 
perpetually  rag^  The  three  principal  landing-places  to  the  lee* 
ward  are  well  fortified  hy  JUurcTeau  batteries,  provided  fith  fur-* 
naces  for  heating  shot;  while  the  lofty  olifEB  above  are  covered 
with  mortars  and  howitzers-  A»  enemy,  even  if  landed,  durst  not 
advance  into  the  ravines,  where  a  single  stone,  hurled-  £rom  the 
top  of  a  ridge^  would  detach  such  numerous  fragments  of  the 
brittle  rock  as  would  destn^  a  whole  battalion."  The  telegraphs 
and  ugnals  placed  on  the  heights  can  either,  during  the  day  or  the 
nighty  alarm  the  whole  island  in  a  few  minutes.    In  shorty  engi- 
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Ae  phntkins  to  Be  an  igiuwantp  dismtutif^  «]i4  9Wi^ 
cious  set,  who  imposed  upon  the  poor  wUor»,  aadl 
tj^mmized  owt  tbek  mva:ablei  slftves^ 


CHAPTER  X. 

to  Madras-^AUui  pennitted  to  proceed  to  China— The  Jfkyvn  CoasT-^ 
Aocbon  in  Batam  Bay— Deacriptbn  of  the  Dutch — ^Their  Craehy  to  their  Sfarrcr^ 
-^Alkn  11  oonfiaed  by  a  Mdcfaant^A  Midnigbt^Vitit—BMape  -Sailf  Hsr  Cm-t 
tCA^^ADchoci  near  the  Engitafa  Factory— Chinese  Miisic-^Siogi)isr  Civtoma— 

of  Lieulenant  Hume. 


After  remaining  about  three  weeks  at  St.  He- 
lena, the  ship  sailed  eaiiy  in  January,  whioh  time 
Allan  remembered  from  the  ship*»  company  having 

0 

seen  o&adi^  tfiis  spot  at  oompletely  knpregnftble.  Between 
time  aod  four  mil^  twom  J^mm  Towb>  on  the  top<if  8  l|ill,  netarlj 
iarroanded  by  impMuUe  mmeB.  ai^  iv^qealablQ  mounti^ns^  is  a 
mnall  pUm  ahml  tfcPM  milfA  in  QurnHmftsPeBOii.  Aimt  ^  w4^ 
die  ef  tlua  phiA  tta&d^  ]4D9gWPPdi  t^  rwdftiifli^  Qf.l)i»  lata  Nl^por 
Ibod^  Aa  aUe  writer  aeys  tbat  hjs  )i9mfB  ^af  pp^upi^ny  m^  ofi 
extremely  ill  built  bmn*  wbipti  wap  fdter^  bF  ^^  C>^9<N[g9  Cgpk>- 
•kira'a  carpenten ;  and  Ibat  tb(9re  aija  noitber  walr^  i^o^  trees,  esE- 
eqit  eae  miaerable  apedea  aaar  tbe  boi^e«  an4  tba^  a  conaUntlj 
fagingwind  prevaik  Ibere  tbat  p^reboB  up  tbe  grouad^  ai^d  bligbaa 
vefSetatien  in  anab  a  manuals*  tbal.a  bitabea  g^pdon  nevei:  coujd  be 
aataUiabed  on  it.  Indeed»  Ibeaa  be«t  aiaqjiainted  wi^b  tbe  i^aad 
admits  tbaa  at  Zioogwoad  a  fiie  ia  found  ooia&rtab)e  for  six  n^oijLtba 
in  tbe  year ;  lor  few  days  are  witbout  r^^  ap4  it  is  fi^uentlf 
aoTekiped  in  ftg.  Tbia  bamidity  gives  rise  to  dysenterifiii  MrUsiib 
Irani  ^  badaesaof  tbe  pvoiwona>  maka  k^waii  iQ^TtgSfc 
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lieeA  sei^red  with  a  double  aUowance  tiF  giog  <m 
.New-year's  Day.  The  safiars  now  Jcept  a  sharp 
look-out,  to  «ee  if  the  ship  was  followed  fay  duoics; 
but  a$  iiotie  were  4isooTei^ed,  they  pro^Kistiatted  a 
good,  healthy  Toyage.  Thes^  portensiotn  did  not^ 
faowevel*!  prove  true ;  for  the  voyage  w^  boisi» 
>rous^  atid  many  of  the  soldiers  died.  A  few^yt 
4ifter  they  had  I^t  the  island^  several  ^amplifies  .of 
.an  ^lormottd  size  appeared.  The  first  Allah  pei^ 
«ceived  he  imagined  ^to  be-tlieiiuU  of  airesael,  an^ 
toeing  right  ahead  of  the  ship,  he  svmg  <mt  lustily  1» 
the  man  at  the  wheel  to  steer  dear  of  it.  Thai 
Idiunder  amused  the  whole  ship^s  company,  and  he 
was  long  after  ^ui^zed  for  his  groundless  idarm«^ 
Abdtit  this  tkne  a  large  ^rpdise  was  caught,  part 


*  'tike  gnanpns  grows  to  iheleiigCh  of  l^m  25  to  SO^feet,  vnS. 
in  of  fta  «ktfemely  fierce  and  preidatofy  di8position>  feeding  osf 
Saiffe  fiaftes,  and  ^firem  on  tlie  <LoIpHin  a^d  porpolae.  If  often  •%-: 
^adkaf  the  ttbakt,  whence  it  is^  aa  FaBtkns-^enominMeB  it,  baktnai 
mm  iyrutmi^*  tStala  ate  ita  moat  oomtton  food :  these  it  frequently 
anrpriaea  wfifle  sleeping  en  the  Focka,  -dislodging^  them  by  means  <if 
Ita  hack  fin>  and,  hairing  precipitated  them  into  the  water^  seisei 
^Kpotf  an^  de^onrs  thtem  WiChout  diflicnity.  AHan  might  'Petf 
€il^  Ifi^take  ^HAt  Iknge  amlfaial  ioi  the  hnllof  a  i^esael  4nvento^ 
wtd  portly  HiinNKaid  lartiie  water.  8ome  ieum4d  eriUos  haye  ab» 
^neationed  the  tmtili  of  the  cbcamftaace  t)f  the  offieera  of  an  East 
India  Tenel  dlowing  the«ecraita  to  eat  a  porpoise ;  but>  although 
^his  animid  at  present  is  an  object  of  ckpture  <mly  on  Jtecbiiitt  of 
jtr  oif,  >y«t  it  waa  aace  eonaidfe^  a  amnptuonn  al<tii^  of  "fDod  hi 
Mb  tMaXtj,  and  Waa  «flentiiniea  iattodaced  on  tie  tahlea  of  thcr 
^EngUsh  wMMty^  ewtn  so  laiely  artbiB  iteign  of  Qneen  £linbeth* 
It  was  eaten  with  a  aanoe  eompoaed  of  cnimba  of  fine  bread  with 
aogar  and  vinegar:  but>  divssed  in  any  form,  it  would  be  "a  deli- 
cious dish  to  a  self  df  poor  aoorimtic  w^^tUea;,  a^itaxd  stwit  ttitt 
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of  which  wa$  greedily  devoured  by  the  wretdied 
and  scorbutic  recruits  on  boards 

In  doubling  the  Cape  of  Good  Hop^  they  en* 
countered  a  deep  rolling  sea :  the  cabin  windows 
were  nailed  up  with  deals^  and  sickness  and  gloom 
{»evailed  in  the  ship.  On  passing  the  island  of 
Madagascar,  the  heat  became  excessive;  and  the 
thunder  and  lightning  was  so  frequent  and  terrific, 
that  Allan  often  hid  himself  amongst  son!ie  lumber. 
Bbd  he  then  possessed  a  quarter  of  the  globe,  he 
would  freely  have  bestowed  it  for  the  meanest  cot* 
tage  in  England,  could  he  have  been  conveyed  thi* 
ther  without  encountering  the  dangers  of  the' 
voyage.  At  length  the  winds  became  more  steady, 
and  they  soon  cast  anchor  in  the  roads  of  Madras. 

Here  Lieutenant  Hume  prevailed  upon  the  major 
that  commanded  on  board  to  permit  Allan  to  ac- 
company him  to  Canton,  pledging  his  word  of  ho- 
nour to  send  him  ashore  when  he  returned.  He 
had,  at  first,  unsuccessfully  attempted  to  obtain  las 
discharge.  The  soldiers  were  soon  landed,  when 
the  ship  was  cleaned  out,  and  a  large  stock  of  fruit,, 
vegetables,  and  fresh  provisions  laid  in.  Allan's 
master  spent  much  of  his  time  on  shore,  but  un- 
accompanied by  his  servant,  who  was  too  much 
afraid  of  being  detained  to  quit  the  ship. 
-  ThQ  captain  having  finished  his  business  at  Ma- 
dras, ordered  aU  the  ofiicers  on  boards  and  inunedi- 
ately  set  sail.  Much  difficulty  was  experienced  in 
passing  the  Straits  of  Sunda,  in  consequence  of  con- 
trary .  winds ;  and  as  the  ship  became  leaky,  the 
captain  was  reluctantly  obliged  to  sail  towards  Ba- 
tavia.    While  on  the  Javan  coast,  they  encountered 
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number  of  Javanese  proas  came  alongside,  loaded 

with  turtle^  fowls,  and  fruits,  which  were  mosltly 

*  Eogliahioea  «an  Ibnn  Imt  a  very  imperfect  conoepUon  of  the 
dreadful  nature  of  a  thunder  storm  in  a  warm  dimate.  It  has 
frequently  struck  terror  into  the  stoutest  hearty  and  some  never 
can  with  composure  behold  the  vivid  and  continual  flashes  of  light- 
nings and  lirten  to  the  loud  and  sddden  roars  of  the  thunder. 
PhUoaophers  have  discovered  the  identity  of  electricity  and  light- 
ning.  Beccaxia  thinks  that  the  electric  matter^  which  forms  and 
animates  the  thunder-donds^  issues  from  places  fiir  below  the  sur- 
fiice  of  the  earth';  and  that  the  clouds  convey  the  electricity  of 
those  parts  where  there  is  a  deficiency  of  this  fluid.  The  rumbling 
which  ftllowB  the  flashes  of  lightning  proceeds  from  the  vibration 
of  the  air^  which  collapses  the  moment  it  has  passed. 

Suppose  that  five  people  are  killed  annually  by  lightning  in  this 
CMintry,  which  contains  above  seventeen  millions  of  inhabitants^  the 
ohance  of  escape  is  more  than  three  millions  to  one«  which  amounts 
nearly  to  complete  secority.    Women,  and  others  who  encourage 
nareasoaable  fean  during  a  thunder-eterm,  may  comfort  themselves 
with  this  reflection ;  bat  should  it  be  insufficient  to  dissipate  their 
terrors,  the  following  means  of  security  are  recommended  :— 
:    Sit  in  the  middle  of  a  room  on  one  chair,  and  lay  your  feet  upon 
anoth^ ;  but  be  careful  that  a  metal  lustre  suspended  by  a  chain 
be  not  above  your  head.    Dr.  Franklin  says  it  is  still  safer  to 
bring  two  or  three  mattresses  or  feather  beds  into  the  middle  of 
tike  room,  and,  flnlding  them  doable,  place  the  chairs  above  them : 
they  are  bad  ocmductors,  and  the  lightning  will  not  pass  through 
diem.    But  the  sa£est  place  of  all  is  in  a  hammock,  hung  with 
tilken  cords,  at  an  equal  distance  from  all  the  sides  of  the  room. 
Sr.  Priestley  observes,  that  the  place  of  the  most  absolute  safety 
I  must  be  the  cellar,  and  especially  the  middle  of  it.    In  the  fields, 

the  place  of  most  safety  is  within  a  few  yards  of  a  tree,  but  not 
quite  near  it:  this,  however,  is  not  a  certain  protection.  All  ves* 
aels  that  sail  in  the  tropical  regions  ou^  to  be  provided  with 
proper  eieetatical  ocmdnctdn. 
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jxirehas^  uid  distnbuted  amongst  the  Vhofa  dW; 
but  particularly  to  those  troubled  with  the  scurvy^ 
Allan'^  master  made  him  a  prasent  of  a  ooooa-nut^ 
whieh  he  declared  to  be  tile  most  delicious  meal 
that  he  had  eVer  made,  the  milk  being  sweet  and 
agreeable,  making  such  a  refreshing  beverage  as  he 
liad  for  sereral  weeks  been  a  stranger  to.  At  last, 
the  ship  reached  Batavia,  and  cast  anchor  in  the 
Bay. 

Allan  often  spoke  in  raptures  of  the  beauty  aiid 
luxuriance  of  Java,  and  diverted  himself  with  the 
ludicrous  figures  of  the  Dutch  soldiers.  He  wad 
persuaded  that  a  hundred  Northumbrians  would 
have  routed  a  thousand  of  their  best  troops.  Tfa» 
^ch  Dutch  inhabUants  of  Batavia^*  he  said^  *faad  aH 


*  Batavia  it  titttsted  ea  a  law  sfwaatpy  plants  Tbe  ^ua^ 
is  in  the  shape  of  a  paralleU^rand^  whose  length  finm  north  io 
9oath  in  4200  feet,  and  hreadth  8000  feet.  The  stivetv  an^  hod 
out  in  straight  lines,  and  eresa  eacdi  ether  Ml  n^  saglesw  Sadi 
street  has  its  canal  in  the  middle,  oreiihaded  witit  tifiees^  beydml 
whichiaairayelkdreadyfniai.a0te60feelinwi*h>  tdtnHBatal 
also  on  the  opposite  side  by  a  seeoad  low"  of  erergrseas.  This 
read  is  appinqpriated  £ar  the  nse  ef  carriegetf,  herae^  calll^  aad>.  as 
partienlarly  pomted  oat  by  pieokniilion^  fb^  aitt  j^ovea^  vrho  aM 
strictly  prohibited  from  walidag  en  the  flagged  caoseway  in  fnad 
ef  the  iMosesy  as  they  are  ako  from  wearia§  afo^id|^  and  shoeil^ 
in  order  that  theiv  naked  feet  may  be  the  nnaxis  ef  ma&iag  tlieit 
condition  notorious.  The  city  and  its  suburbs  contain  dd^O  hoOHB^ 
and  116,000  inhabitants.  The  stagaentf  swamp,  is  the  midst  <^ 
which  it  is  bailt^  engenders  a  fbiil  And  ekmtandnated  atmosphere^ 
which,  added  te  the  iatemperatti  aiKide  of  lifrr  adepts  ly  the 
JDuteh,  reader  this  fhee  moat  dMrnetife  to  baaltfa.  Bat  nai^ 
withstanding  thsae  eircnmitnaeesi  the  deaaUneaB,  and  the  eatab* 
lent  reipihoieas  observed  by  the  Sb^^  tnopst^  when  they  kte^ 
thia  aettlement,  operated  in  nutigatfng  tHe  niihairtiiwti 


a  pallid,  sickly  hue ;  ancl  from  indoleiice,  and  being 
perpetually  stuffing  th^Binselves  with  flesh,  fish, 
fowls,  curries,  soups,  pillaws,  puddings,  beer,  wine, 
gin,  cordials,  cakes,  sweetmeats,  fruits,  &c.  grow  to 
an  en(Hinous  bulk.  The  Mat^y^  and  Javane^,  be 
observed,  were  generally  low  <rf  stature,  their  skin 
of  a  deep  brown  colour,  their  eyes  small  and  promi- 
nent, noses  flat,  and  the  upp^  lip  projecting.  They 
rub  their  bodies  with  a  composition  of  oil  and  woo4 
4ust,  and  dye  their  t^tb  black,  because  monkeya 
have  white  teeth. 

While  the  ship  was  getting  some  repairs,  Allan 
wa{3  much  on  shore  with  hU  master.  One  day,  the 
officers  were  invited  to  dine  with  an  opulent  Dutch 
joaerchant,  whose  n^ansion  was  situated  a  short  dis* 
tance  from  the  city.  On  the  road,  Allan  witnessed 
a  shocking  spectacle  in  a  small  wood,  where  several 
naked  denA  bodies  of  slaves  were  suspended  from 
the  trees,  and  were  devoured  by  carnivorous  birds^ 
Previous  to  this,  he  had  seen  some  slaves  punished 
by  the  whip ;  and  now  his  hatred  of  the  Dutch  wa» 
eonfirmed.*     Manv  slaves,  he  heard,  flv  to  the 


#f  th«  cKoiate*  Tb«  nattve  Javanese  ave  eBttmated  at  two  9ullioB% 
aad  are  QiBW  maiLiiig  great  efi>rla  to  drive  tbe  DnUk  out  of  thelt 
eountry* 

*  The  Datdi  are  «iii|Qe8tioaaUy  tlie  Bsoit  oniel  and  naleeHiig 
.  tyrants  erer  recorded  in  the  annals  of  mankind.  Allan's  nemarlv 
are  certainly  snrpnsiqg,  and  to  maQy  may  appear  deahkfbl ;  but  the 
fipllowing  facts  will  fully  establish  their  correotness* 

A  number  of  industrious  and  harmless  Chinese  placed  themselvea 
wder  the  protection  of  the  Dutch  at  Batavia,  aad  contributed 
essentially  to  Uie  prosperity  of  the  settlement^  suffering  every  spe- 
jfm  9tf  oppression  with  Uit  greateai  r wgnatidn.    At  length,*  ia  the 
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woods,  preferring  to  be  devoared  by  vwadoud  ani-* 
mals,  rather  than  live  in  the  misery  they  are  for  life 
doomed  to  suffer. 


year  1740^  the  Dutch  gotemor,  Volkanierv  in  order  to  seize  their 
wealth  at  once/-accu8ed  the  unsuspecting  Chinese  of  a  plot  against 
his  government/  and  ordered  the  whole  of  this  timid^  unreaisting 
people^  to  be  massacred  without  distinction  of  age  or  sex.  The^ 
eonfess  with  the  murder  of  12,000  persons,  and  that  the  streets 
ran  with  blood.  When  the  .work  of  destruction  had  ended,  the 
soldiers  and  sailors  were  seea  scrambling,  fighting,  maiming, 'and 
murdering  each  other  for  the  spoil.  Having  thus  completed  one 
of  the  moM  inhuman  and  apparently  causeless  transactions  that 
ever  di^raoed  a  civilised  people,  they  had  the  audacity  to  prodaun 
a  public  thauk^ving  to  the  Grod  of  mercf ,  fw  their  happy  deli- 
verance from  the  hands  of  the  Heathen. 

On  another  similar  oocasioa,  21  persons  were  accused  of  a  pIot> 
and  condemned  to  suffer  death,  "  by  being  stretched  on  a  cross  ; 
the  flesh  of  their  l^s,  arras,  and  breast,  torn  away  with  red-hot 
pkicdrs ;  their  bel}xes  ripped  ap,  tnd  their  hearts  thrown  in  their 
ftoes ;  their  heads  eat  off,  and  stuck  upon  poles ;  and  their  man<* 
gled  carcases  exposed  to  be  devoured  by  the  fowls  of  the  air,"  &c. 
f&c.  After  this  sentence  was  put  in  execution,  a  solemn  thanks- 
giving was  proclaimed;  and  the  following  day,  30  more  were 
broken  ta  the  wheel. 

The -manner  in  which  private  individuals  treat,  their  slaves  in* 
Batavia,  may  be  collected  from  the  circumstance,  •  that  1000  are 
annually  imported  to  keep  up  the  numbers.  It  is  usual  to  baigain. 
with  the  iscal  to  flog  the  slaves'  in  the  lump  by  the  year.  Hie 
ordinary  punishment  consists  of  a  certain  number  of  stripes,  ac« 
cording  to  the  nature  of  the  offuiee,  with  laths  of  bamboo ;  and 
the  wounds  are  generally  pickled  with  a  preparation  of  pepper  and 
■ak^  to  prevent  mortiflcation.  * 

From  Stedraaa's  account  of  the  Dutch  in  Surinam,  it  seems 
that  the  same  inhtCmanity  is  practised  by  them  in  their  other  colo^ 
.nies.  '  He  saya  that  Ins  ears  were '  stunned  by  the  clang  of  the 
iwhip,  and  the  dismal  yells  of  the  wretched  negroes  on  whom  it  was 
^exercised.  Those  who  attempted  to  run  away  were  hamstrung; 
tsome  wer^'puAished  by  bdng  hung  aEve  upon  a  gibbet,  by  9si  irea 
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• '  Jdihes,  at  the  Hutchman's  dcfsire,  had  hrought  his 
pipes,  and  after  dhitier  played  about  an  hour  to  th^ 
company.  The  master  of  the  house^  who  had  heard: 
lam  beforei  professed  to  be  greatly  delighted,  with 
this  novel  performance,  and  formed  the  base  design 
of  retaining  Allan  for  his  own  gratification,  as  he 
fiijsely  asserted.  After  playing  about  an  hour,  he 
Kiade  him  an  ample  recompence,  atid  desired  one  of 
his  servants  to  trcsit  him  with  the  choicest  wines  hi? 
GeUar  affordied. ,      '  '  *  . 

:'  James  accompanied  his  conductor,  without  the 
least  suspicion,  •  through  a  number  of  passages,  till 
they  reached  a  door,  which  stood  open,  when  he,  in 
bad  English,  desired  Allan  to  enter,  and  he  would 
knmecfiately  return  with  wine  and  jefreshments ; 
^t  as  soon  as  he  had  entered,  the  door  was  hastily 
shut .  and  .locked.  Jamei  was  rather'  surpiiised  dt 
this  action,  but  for.  a  time  flattered  himself  it  might 
be  done  to  prevent  the  intrusion  of  the  other  do* 
Aaesiics,  who  might  Ibe  desirous  of  hearing  the 
strange  music.  However,  after  an  hour  had 
•lapsed,' that  hope  vanished, -and  Allan •  oonsideredr 
tdmself  a  prisoner,  but  could  not  conjecture  fov 
what  r^ison,  knowing  that  at  this  time  he  had  b^en 
guilty  of  no  crime,    i     .  <. 

r 

liook  stock  duougk  tlie  rilw;  otliers  were  1)roke  Upon  tlie  radb 
JOr.  Pinckard  •ffended  a  lady,  because  lie  refused  to  remonstrsAo 
tnth  htf  husband  for  punishing  the  slaved  too  mildly.  An  usual 
measure  of  flogging  is  by  the  pipe :  that  is^  the  flogging  is  to  bt> 
eopstinued  till  tiie  snperintendant  smokes  a  certain  numbei'  of  pip^ 
Mr.  Barrow  mentions  roasting  men  before  a  slow  Are  as  a  Dutch 
mode  of  punishment.  But  it  is  unneoessary  to  enlarge  upon  thi% 
ioul-sickening  subject.  ,  Enoof  b'has  been  said  to  shew  that 
lias  not  orercharged  the  picture. 


tut  liirs  «r 

He  0OW  endeavoured,  by  laiang  bif  Toice»  to  at^ 
tcact  some  one's  attention ;  but  no  person  coming 
be  began  to  examine  the  interior  c^  his  prison,  i» 
wder»  if  possible,  to  gain  his  liberty.  The  door  mdl 
lock  were  of  such  strength  as  bamsfaed  all  faope^^ 
from  that  quarter.  He  then  inspected  the  ivlndow^ 
vhidL  waa  lacge,  but  secoied  by  iron  bai»  of  sudt 
strength^  that  it  appeared  no  siQgle  ann  eouJdk 
wrench  them  from  tbeir  fastenings.  The  room.  wa» 
at  the  extremity  of  the  house,  and  adj(Hned  a  piece- 
ef  wtete  ground^  which  was  surrounded  by  a  high: 
stonp  wiJl.  At  one  comer  of  his  apartment  he  ob^r 
served  a  door,  and  eageriiy  opening  it,  in  hopes  of 
finding  a  passage  by  which  be  might  effect  Mb- 
escape^  was  surprised  to.'  fiad  a  bed,  seemingty  prcK- 
paioi  for  his  recepticm,  and  to  which  be  vetitedt 
when  it  became  dark,  as  all  hopes  of  immediate  rem 
lease  had  vanished ;  but  ai&xiety  of  mmd  psemntsft 
him  from  enjoying  the  least  repose. 

Allan  lose  at  the  approach  of  daylight,  and  sa* 
for.  soBie  hours  listenii^  attentively  £op  the  ap« 
^roadb^  of  footsteps;  when,  idl  on  a  sudden,,  the 
door  waa  opened,  and  two  brandy-fined  Ikitdimeii 
made  their  appeatrance.  They  set  down  abun^OKsr 
of  provisions,  a  pitcher  of  water,  and  a*  bottle  oT 
wine ;  and  although  he  used  his  utmost  endeavoun^ 
by  si^s,  to  make  them  understand  that  Be  was  un-^ 
happy  in  his  new  quarters,  they  retired  without 
notk^Dg  hia  mxiety.  i  Towanis  evening,  the  mem 
ehant  himsdif  entered  his  prison ;  and  as  he  spoke 
tolerable  ,  English,  AHah  t<^  him  that  he  was  glad 
to  see  that  he  l\ad  brought  his  frolic  to  a  conclusion, 
he  being  weary  of  solitude;  and  anxioua  to  rejoin 


Mu  maftec  The  mendfaiuri:  bluntly  r^pliecl,  tliat  lie 
%md  no  intenticm  of  ever  allowing. him  to  quit  him, 
for  as  iM  music  had  pleased  him  so  much,  he  ich 
tended  to  retain  ;him  for  his  own  asni^ment;  mi 
^^hat,  as  he  *had  evinced  i  disposition  to  oblige,  <<m 
a  c0ntmitanQex)f  Jthis. conduct  his  future  usage  *do» 
pended. 

.  Allan  remained  Ibr  .^several  days  In  his  ^dlitaijr 
^prison ;  and  thinkiog  at  last  -that  the  ^ip  murt 
i|i»ve  sailed,  he  lost  ail  hopes  of  ^^ease,  and  had  no 
iK>]aiee  but  in  his  pipes.  One  night,  however^  while 
lying  in  bed^  revolving  in  his  mind  l^e  hardships 
im£  his  Idt,  he  heard  the  unlocking  of  his  apartment^ 
when  a  beautiful  giri^  dressed  in  a  loose  Indian 
dTobe,  gently  approached,  with  a  kmp  in  her  hand^ 
Wfaitdi  die  placed  on  the  table,  saying,  in  indifferent 
BnglisH,  ^  Haste— :iise.r  ^and  instantly  disappeared, 
^he  jt^ful  piisoner  obeyed  with  alacrity,  and  wa$ 
aoon  equipped;  when  his  good  angel  returned^  arid^ 
givinf  •  Urn  some  took,  -desued  by  sigiM  that  he 
^ouldmake  the-lock  appear  as  if  it  had  been  forced 
en  the  inside  Thos  was  soon  Elected,  when  she 
lieckoned  him  to  fdilowiu^ly ;  aaid  tripping  througii 
-tevend  passages,  she  opened  a  small  door;  when  he 
found  himself  in  the  open  air,  and  perceived  by 
«tir-l^ht  that  the  place  was  an  extensive  garden. 
^Ifae  laaqp  was  now  extirignished ;  and  his  fair 
guide^  after  lea^hng  him  through  several  avenues 
deeply  shaded  by  trees,  stopped  at  the  door  of  a 
neat,  commodioas  summer-house. 

On  bdng  requested  to  enter,  he  found  a  unddle* 
aged,  emaciated  lady,  redining  on  a  sofa,  and  wfad 
iaid,  in  good.  £n^kish,*  <^Shv  be  seatiA.^    But  the 
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quick  succession  of  so  many  unexpected,  and  pleai^' 
ing  incidents  induced  him.  to  pause,  feeling  appre^ 
hehsive  that  the  whole  was  a  dream^.  .When  the 
young  lady,  however,  handed  him  a  glass  of  wine» 
and  repeated  the  request,  he  became  more  collected, 
and  politely  thanked  them,  but  dedined  their  invi« 
tation,  saying  that  he  waited  their  commands.  Tha 
elder  lady  observed  that  it  was  not  a  monijent  for 
ceremony. 

After  a  short  pause,  the  lady  resupied,  '<  You  are^ 
no  doubt,  surprised  to  meet  with  a  countrywomiEtn 
in  this  part  of  the  world,  and  under  such  piecufiar 
circumstances;  but  my  misfortunes  are  to  yout* 
advantage.  ^  I  have  spent  fourteen  years  in.  this 
noxious  clime,  and  amongst  an  ignorant;  proud,  snA 
unfeeling  people.  My  father  wag  a  merchant. at 
Liverpool ;  and  when«*one  of  his  conrespond^its  at 
Rotterdam  visited  him,  I  had  just  returned  from 
school.  A  mutual  attachment  was  formed,  an^  we 
were  married.  My  fortune  was  considerable!  but, 
shortly  after,  the  failure  of  a  large  house  m  St.  Pe- 
tersburgh  involved  my  husband  in  ruin.  JBLe  was 
advised  to  try  his  fortuirc  in  Batavia,  and  hitlv^r  I 
cheerfully  accompanied  him.  Here  vnith  sorrow  I 
soon  perceived  a  great  change  in. his  disposition. 
From  being  an  amiable  and  generous  man,  he  be^ 
eame  a  morose  master,  laughed  at  hcmourable  pim- 
ciples,  and  considered  every  thing'  lawful  th^t  was 
profitable.  He.  is  now  one  of  the  richest  and  most 
powerful  men  in  Batavia.  I  learned  from  my 
daughter's  slave  how  you  had  heea  entrsiqped ;  and, 
though  my  power  of  doing  good  is  very  limited,  I 
resolved  to. liberate  a  countryman.    Your  ship  jsaila 
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in  Die  momifig,  «o  you  have  no  time  to  lose/  The 
pretence  of  keeping  you  for  the  sake  of  your  music 
is  false,  for  no  sound  but  that  of  gold  delights  your 
captor.  In  three  days,  he  goes  on  an  embassy  to  a 
native  prince  in  the  interior,  and  you  were  one  of 
ibe  presents  to  be  o£fered.  The  governor  is  conse^ 
quently  in  the  secret  of  your  confinement;  there- 
fore beware,  and  avoid  the  military."  She  then 
presented  him  with  a  small  purse  of  gold;  and 
when  he  had  expressed  his  thanks,  the  young  lady 
conducted  hi|n  out  of  the  garden,  and  gave  him  di-p 
rections  howF  to  reach  the  harbour  by  a  circuitous 
Biute.  Alkb  ran  for  some  time ;  he  then  advanced 
quickly,  but  cautiously ;  ^nd,  on  reaching  the  sub- 
urbs, he  skulked  about  to  avoid  observation.  The 
mornitig  at  length  began  to  dawii ;  when,  dreading 
tJiat  i^iship  would  isail^  he  darted  towards  the  har- 
bour, an4»  on  tlie  most  exposed  parts  of  the  road; 
ran  upon  ibis  feet  and  hands.  Seeing  a  proa  laden 
with  ^it  «eady  to  push  off,  he  called  to  the  crew, 
and  was  <det^hted  to  ^d  they  were  going  off  to 
the  shi^.  G^ng  them  a  piece  of  gold,  he  was  per- 
■utted  to  go  on  board,  and,  in  a  short  time,  foimd 
liimsdf  again  safe  on  the  deck  of  an  English  ship. 
-  The  whole  ^ew  wero  pleased  to  see  their  did 
companion;  and  the  officers  were  much  surprised, 
and  extremely  indignant,  when  they  heard  of  the 
Dutdinian's  perfidy.  He  had  brought  two  of  his 
8»*vants  on.  board,  who  related  that  Allan  had  pro- 
cured some  information  and  doaths  from  them,  and 
had  left  their  house  with  the  avowed  intention  of 
deserting.  Lieutenant  Hume,  who  liad  always 
smpeeted  soxve  foul  play,  was  particularly  enraged ; 
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but  as  the  sMp  was  ready  to  sail,  he  hdd  w>  m^Hsaf 
of  expressing  his  displeasure. 

Next  day,  they  passed  betwe^i  the  islands  of 
fiora  and  £dtti»,  and  then  proceeded  to  the  Stmte 
e£  Banca»  wheve  great  caatikm  is  neoessary,  <m  ao« 
count  of  the  narrownes9  of  Ae  passage,  toad  the 
irregular  totmdings.  Here  the  isbnd  of  Sumatra 
appeared  in  sight ;  but  being  .on  the  side  which  ia 
uninhabited,  no  buildings  could  be  aeen  Horn  the 
TesseL  At  the  end  of  a  month,  the  ooast  of  Chins 
caaie  in  sight,  which  t^ey  passed  dong,  mA  had  a 
most  delightfiil  prospect  The  view  was  enchimW 
ing :  ihe  ieuce  of  the  couirtry  was  lentirdly  greeny 
ovier  which  beautifiil  plantations,  lofty  ateepies,  and 
delightful  villages  were  scattered  In  the  after* 
noon,  they  wei3^  abreast  of  MetckOt  which  appeared 
to  be  a  fkie  fSortified  town ;  and  next  dt^  th«  veasd 
tailed  up  Canton  river,  which  was  most  desisabfe  id 
all  on  beard/  A  mdndarifi,  accompanied  by  a  num^ 
ber  of  soldiers  and  attendants,  entered  the. ship; 
wtien  a  sharp  iodc^out  became  oecessaiy,  to  keep 
tiiese  gentiy  in  order,  as  they  seemed  much  inclined 
to  oury  off  every  portable  artide  which  they  oouM 
pick  fip.  Next  day,  they  aame  to  aneh<Mr  oppqdtd 
lo  BanlonH  island,  where  the  £iirojpean  ahips  gene* 
7^  He. 

As  Allan  had  no  ship  duty  to  perform,  he  was 
madk  on  siiOK,  and  sometimes  played  to  the  g^itle- 
mm  belon^ng  ta  the  En^h  fkotory.  A  native 
bsod  daD  attended  occasionalljr,*  and  Attan  got  ao^ 
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^  Mude  in  Ctdnk  is  not  ctxhiTat^  as  a  wienoe,  and  those  who 
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^pudnted  with  ond  <)f  tke  ]^r]ficipd[.  nuMciaiifi^  wha 
wuld  sptek  a  Httfe'  Eo^flhv  and  by  whom  he  waff 
mvlted  to  his  house,  where  he  was  treated  with 
dutmikm,  a.»pmt  disttUted  from  riee.  On  anothetf 
oKamatf  he  was  hmtad  to  dine  with  his  i^htnesa 
friend.  A  large  hamate  n^th  iBcat  cut  into  small 
hits»  was  set  upon  the  table ;  but  as  ABan  had  seen 
j^ioili^'S'ftesht  latSy  fvogs^.  <iogs»  and  cats,  offeted  fop 
sale  in  the  market,  he  declined  partaking,  though 
he  certfoply  was  not,  in  general,-  yeiy  nioe  in  lai» 
food.  Hev  ^owevee,.  thrust  hda  hands  htto  a  bowk 
of  riee,  and  made  a  taletabiy  good  shift.  He'ob-^ 
served  fJiat  tho^musiciim^s  two  wives  were  not,  like 
ladies,  cramped  in  thejr  feet,  and  that  they  appeared 
in  CQUiyafny  witbo^  reatraint^  On^  a  table  stood 
a  jotty,  mcny-iiaDed  god,  to  w^ick  Use  famiiy  toidt 
£1  ttieir  grtevances  and  n^JsBres.  At  one  time; 
J^ames  accoippanied  his  master  to  see  a  play ;  but 
he  th(Hig][itf.  jud^pg  £rom.  thdr  action,  that  thqr 
WW e  aa  bad  -pkyefa  as  they  were  BimA^koMf^ 


fr» tuificically  Tftried^ bHi  Mito tkapo  snd  materieh;  but  aone* oC 
then  ii  ef«»  IcifeiaUe  to  an.  EbtDpean  ear.  Their  \mmim  gftnnmOjj^ 
IJbij^  oy  tnieenfmxt  to  jimf,  m.tmia0B^  andb  aoBietimesran  iaittiiiiisali 
ttdtea  Ike  oefta^^  bat  tkqr  never  «lteBipt  fos ^fitj  m  8ep«j8ta  paita^ 
ttirfpiiig  tii^  airi  ti»  the  veMgr  etfy^  if  an  angMfpHioA  9i  kmh 
^qnukU  iemrf^  tmk  a  ostfi^.  Thef  hate  not  tlw  laaat  aiiJR>a-«f 
coiuiter|NHat>  er  fiftjiag  i»  parta;  nor  can  the]^  aate  dawn  Muaia 
atherwiae  than  h^  ean^dying  a  ahavaoler  ezfreaain^  the  nameeff 
pswry  nola  is  the  a^ab*;  and  eian  tUa  infiesfeet  wa}i  tkef  leameA 
tmm  Feramtlie  Jeatiil. 

*  A  giiitlainan  wiloiaacuMpanaed  Load  Mtaaatuey  to*  China  oki 
aanrea,  that  the  state  tif  tba  dhuna  in  that  country:  is  very  hmnt 
The  didegoea  arc?  foadnrted  in  a  kind  of  awaotaaaao  reaiartfwg 
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During  liie  voyage  fram  Batarda^  *  Allait  liad 
never  been  requested  to  play,  and,  on  landing,'  wai 
surprised  arid  grieved  to  find  that  tbe  excessiver 
heat  had  cracked  the  drones  of  his  pipes.  A  Scotck 
surgeon,  belonging  to  ^  the  factory,,  offi^ed  to  pur-^ 
»  ehase  them ;  but  as  this  was  lefosed,  he  soon  put 

them  into  repair,  and,  in  return*  for  some  lessons 
given  by  Allan,  presented  him  with  an  Italian  pipe^' 

inteniipteJ  af  intertals  by  8hri&  and  iivtA  ikiiisic.  WoBien  afv 
mot  pennitted  to  appear  in  public  '^  A  set  of  players/'  lie  infinmB 
as,  '*  of  a  superior  kind,  travel  oeisasionally  firom  Nankin  to  GaA- 
ton;  at  th^  latter  of  wkich  citiesj  it  Beems^  they  meet  witk  consi« 
derable  enooaragement  £rom  the    Hong  merchants,   anf  other 

I  wealthy  inhabitants.    At  thes^  exhibitions,  the  English  are  some- 

times present.  The  subject  and  the  conduct  of  one  of  their  stoel^ 
]^ece8>  which  being,  a  great  iaTOttriteir  frequently  repeated^  are  9m 
remarkable,  that  I  cannot  fbrbeav  taking  some  aotioe  of  it.  A 
woman  being  tempted  to  ipurder  her  husband,  performs  the  aofe 
whilst  he  is  asleep,  by  striking  a  small  hatchet  into  his  forehead*. 
He  appears  on  the  stage  with  a  hctgfi  gash  just  abore  the  eyes,  out 

*  of  which  issues  a'  prodigious  eflfuskm  of  blood,  feels  about  for  somcr 

time,  bemoaning  his  lamentable  fate  in  a  song,  till  exhausted  by 
loss  tff  blood,,  he  finlls  and  dies.  Tl^  Woman  is  sei^,  broaght  be- 
fore a  magistrate,  and  condemned  X6  be  ffayed  aliye.  The  sebtenotf 
is  put  in  execution ;  and,  in  the  following  act,  she  appears  not  ottl jT 
naked,  but  completely  excoriated.  The  thin  wrapper  with  which 
thi&  creature  (an  eunuch)  is  covered,  who  sustains  iSbm  part,  isr 
•tretohed  so  tight  about  the  body,  and  so  well  painted,  as  to  i^pfeK 
sent  the  di^iuating  object  of  a  human  being  deprivted  of  its  skin  / 
and  in  this  oondition  the  character  siaga,  or,  meire  properly  speafc^ 
big,  whines  nearly  half  an  liour  on  the  stagie,  to  excite  the  eompas^ 
sion  of  three  infernal  or  mallgnrtt  spirits^  wW,  Kke'!£acDS,  Mittb^ 
and  Rhadamanthus,  sit  in  judgment  on  her  future  destiny.  I  Inrre 
been  informed  that  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  conceive  a  more  ob- 
scene^ ind^icate,  and  disgusting  object,  than  this  favourite  exhibi- 
tion, which>  if  intended  '  t^hold  the  mirn»tfp.to  nefture/  it  iA't^ 
nture  ia  its  most  gross,  rude,  and  uncivilised  state.** 
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»a  kind  of  i^ble  flageolet,  and  which  subsequentljr 
'  proved  of  great  service.    ^ 

The  Chinete  musician,  mentioned  above,  on  one 
pccasaon  left  Allan  done  with  his  eldest  daughter. 
The  amdMu^  piper  immediately  began  to  make  lovd 
in  dumb  shew ;  wh^  the  lady  made  him  a  suitable 
iieturn,  and  shewed  him  how  her  chamber  might  be 
enteired  at  night.  Her  father  soon  returned,  and 
AllaYi  took  his  departure  in  high  spirits,  proud  of 
his  irremstible  attractions,  and  convinced  that  Women 
in  eviery  country  wete  thensame.  At  night,  he  crept 
into  the  room  of  a  Chinese  laboilrer,  who  cleaned  6ut 
the  derks^  offices  in  the  factory.  Finding  him  sound 
asleep,  he  borrowed  his  cloaths;  and  when  dis- 
guised in  the  Chinese  garb,  he  left  the  factory  by  a 
private  door.  .By  following  the  directions  he  had 
received,  he  soon  entered  the  apartment  where  his 
beloved  was  sitting ;  but  as  soon  as  she  saw  him  in 
a  dress  so  unexpected,  she  screamed  out,  when  Al- 
lan, finding  no  safety  but  in  flight,  ran  out,  pver^ 
turning  in  his  way  the  (dd  fellow  who  stood  to 
oppose  him.  Having  the  key  of  the  private  door, 
Ise  Wtumed  "with  amteing  celerity,  replaeed  '  the 
man's  doaths,  and,  while  his  pursuers  were  th'ufld&r* 
ing  at  the  gate,  he  slipped,  into  his  own  b^d.  Np- 
^hing,  however,,  could  be*  proved  against  any  one; 
for  neither  Allan  nor  any  of  *the  gentl^nen  <rf'  thfe 
factory  wore  a  common  Chinese  dress/  Oni^tftebt- 
ing  upon  the  matter,  Allan  suspected  that  the  tnu^ 
sician  had  lai^  a  trap  for  him,  or  how  efise^  Could  'he 
have  appeared  in  a  m(HHent  in  full  dfteds,  4y¥  aO  xiiid- 
Tiight  have  so  readily  procured  four  of  five  tnem  to 
join  in  the  pufsuff  ?*    He  was  the  farther  confifmed 

k  ■■*■  * 
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in  thifiv  ^  the  musician  never  again  called  at  the 
factory  while  he  continued  there. 

Lieutenant  Hume,  before  the  ship  had  completed 
her  cargo,  became  ill  of  a  fever,  and,  by  the  sur- 
g^n's  order,  was  sent  on  shore..  He  continued  ill 
for  some  time,  and  at  length  th^  ship  sailed  without 
him.  James  nursed  his  masta-  with  attention  and 
tendemesst  and,  when  he  became  convalescent,  ac- 
companied huu  in  his^  short  rides  6n  horseback. 
One  evening,  the  lieutenant  returned  much  indis^ 
posed,  and,  on  the  second- day,  diecl  of  a  putrid  sore 
thjcoat. 


CHAPTER  XL 

« 

ADan'f  fifeip«  £roii|'th»>Englidi  Factory— Voyage  t»  Ca]o9tta..*ReliliAtei  vfom 
the  Captain — Journey  to  Benares-— Frustrates  the  Design  of  two  Watermen- 
Travels  to  Delhi — Disappointed  in  an  Intrigue— Rudely  treated  in  the  Saovy 
]flouniaini^-G«ieroeity  of  a  Tartar  Ghiel»«»Pn>tectod  fajr  Bamalei-^Robbed-r 
Reaches  -Samarcand.  • 

A.LLAN  now  felt*  terrified  lest  he  should  be  de- 
tainted  in  the  factory  until  an  opportunity  occurred 
of  jsiending  him  to  his  regiment  in  India.  He  there- 
ibre  slipped  on  board^  of  a  brig  belonging  to  the 
colony  of  Boston,  then  lying  near  the  factory,  and 
:which  was.  ebitrtered .  f or  Calcutta,  and  asked  the 
^captain  on.  what  terms  he  would  take  him  as  a  pas- 
rs^nger.    The  captain  mentioned;  *  certain  sums  but 
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tidded  that  the  pleasure  of  hearing  him  play  occa- 
siona  1  he  considered  would  be  his  best  recom- 
pence,  Hf  was  then  ready  for  sea,  but  promised  to 
wait  a  day  longer,  and  to  send  a  boat  to  take  him 
on  board  at  a  partidular  time  and  place. 

Allan  retuAied  to'  the  factory  delighted  with  the 
success  of  his  negociation.  When  his  master  died^ 
he  thought  it  proper  to  appropriate  to  hhnself  what  • 
money  he  fomid  about  him,  as  a  recompense  for  hi« 
great  care  and  trouble.  Next  day,  the  clerk  who 
managed  the  funeral  took  a  schedule  of  the-^flfiects 
of  the  deceased^  and  was  about  packing  up "  his 
eloaths ;  but  Allan  objected  that  his  linen,  &c.  was 
dirty,  proposing  to  get  them  washed.  To  this  the 
derk  agreed  4  and  at  night,  •  Allan  contrived  to  get 
over  the  wall  mf  the  factory  with  his  plunder,  and, 
finding  'the  boat  waiting  as  agreed  upon,  was  s6on 
on  board  of  the  vessel,  which  shortly  after /dropped 
down  the  river  Taa. 

While  the  crew  were  weighing  the  anchor,  a 
Chinese  mandarin'  with  several  attendltnts  came  on 
board ;  when  Allan  was  secreted,  lest  l^  should  be 
detained  and'  sent  back  to  the  Engpbh  factory. 
The  place  in  which  he  was  hid  was  s^  confined,  and 
the  weather  so  sultry,  that  his  sitt^tion  was  most 
disagreeable;  and  although  the  distance  was  not 
great  from  Canton  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and 
the  wind  was  fair,  yet  he  declared  that  he  would 
sooner  have  undertaken  a  second  voyage  from  Eng- 
land to  India,  than  have  continued  in  such  misery 
another  hour ;  for  when  the  mandarin  left  the  ship, 
he  was  so  exhausted,  that,  in  order  to  recover  faim» 
liiey  were  oUigect  to  carry  him  upon  deck. 
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N«xt  day,  a^  they  were  pursuing  tkeur  ooufse  xci 
the  Chinese  sea,  Allan  asked  the  captain  for  the 
bundle  that  he  had  entrusted  to  his  care  when  at 
Canton.  Without  hesitation,  he  went  td  the  cabia 
to  bring  it,  but  speedily  returned,  and,  with  well* 
feigned  astonishment,  said  it  was  gone,  and  that  he 
had  no  doubt  but  that  it  had  been  stolen  by  the 
Chinese  soldi^s,  James. was  convinced  that  the 
captain  was  uttering  a  falsehood ;  but  he  was  placed 
in  such  a  situation,  that  he  durst  not  even  seem  ta 
wspeet  his  veracity.  He  deteroQiied,  however,  to. 
be  revenged  before  he  quitted  the  vessel*  and,  ia 
the  mean  time,  pr^nded  severe  iodisposition ;  for 
he  knew  that  the  captain  was  passionately  fond  of 
pipe^music,  and  he  was  resolved  not  to.  gratify  him. 

When  they  had  reached  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  and 
were  near  the  termination  of  tfieir  voyage,  the  yes«» 
seU  which  was  old  and  crazy,  sprang  a  leak,  so  that 
it  required  the  utmost  exertions  of  the  crew  to.  pre« 
vent  her  from  sinkii^.  But  Allan,  who  waa  iiever 
partial  to  labour,  considered  his  schem/s  at  this  junc- 
ture to  be  peculiarly  fortunate,  as  it  saved  him  from 
toiling  at  thi  pump.  The  weat-h^  at  last  becoiising 
moderate,  they  arrived  safe  at  Calcutta. 

As  soon  as  the  vessel  had  cast  anchor,  a  native 
officer  oi  the  port  was  put  on  board  the  vessel^  who 
spoke  tolerably  good  English,  and  of  whom  Allan 
made  enquiry  ijf  there  was  a  pobability  of  his 
reaching  any  place  to  which  caravans  resorted  from 
Europe.*    The  officer  informed  him  that  he  had  ' 


'  *  Allan  8ay«  that'' a  iia^«  officer"  waa  sent  oa  board  the  Tetad^ 
which  drcmiiflteiifiB  aftcdi  gnother  preeumptive  proof  of  the  $49^ 
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heard  the  l^ussws  traded  with  the  Tartwsi^  and 
that  caravanft  from  that  €Ouintiy  resorted  to  Samae^ 
oand;  but  that  it  by  at  so  grei^  a  distanoe  as  wouLi 
deter  any  utiividuid  from  uadeitalai^  the  jown^^ 
not  did  he  believe  that  aii»y  person  ever  made  the 
attempt  from  that  ^^oart^.  But  wh^n  home  waa 
theohjeet^  James  was  not  to  be  so  easily  detenred; 
fiov^  \m  desigB.  Besides,  being  ignorant  of  the 
distanee,  the  nature  of  the  country,  or  the  chaiacter 
of  the  people,  he  nm  nothing  terrifie  in  the  aiter- 
pri%i  but  eonduded  that  his  address,  «id  hb  mu«. 
ibeal  talents,  would  always  render,  him  a  weleome> 
visitor,  while  the  perp^al  shilling  of  the  scene 
would  gratify  his  wandermg  propensities,  and  ien-< 
der  the  journey  a  m^e  pastime.  He  therefoiv  eh>* 
quired  of  the  officer  the  best  route  to  SftBmpcam^, 
and  was  duneeted  to  fbliow  the  course  c^  the  Ganges 
to  Benares^  a  distance  of  upwards  of  fouir  hundred. 
mUeSy  and  th^a  to  cross  the  rivar  and  proceed  tcr 
Delhi;  but  the  officer  was  unable  to  give  him  any^ 
father  inteUig^KBce. 

Allan  now  paid  the  captain  for  his  passage ;  hut  as 
h^  still  ailfected  indispo»tion,  he  asked  Iwve  to  sleep 
on  hoard  until  he  could  procure  a  situa1»»i*  Ta  thUo 
proposal  the  cq>tain  agreed^  provided  he  paid  him  & 


Iky  of  hisnarratiTe;.  Ibr,  at  tlus  tpsei  *tlie^  Eoglisli  weiie  kept  is  a 
state  of  great  restraint  90A  depeadenoe  by  tks  nativs  ponrsrsi  im 
wbom  they-  paid  heavy  datieg.  Is  tiie  yew  t  ^^9^.  Sagrajah*  Bawlah 
cpnfiaed  146  ^ngJisbL  priMaeii)  ia  tbf  hkfik  hole  pn«ao>  ol'^dhsBii 
only  23  came  out  alive>  and  moet  of  t(he8e  dkd  a£  9  pitrid  fei^ecu 
The  subseqiient  success  of  the-  Bnglish  wider  Olire  estaUidied  e«r 
po^er  ia  the  prov^ice'  ef  Qntgalt  iiaM^M4iea<^  city  of  GafamlSar' 
iias  risen  most  tzji^y  in  peimlflt(<«l»  yMiib$. 
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rupee  every  time  he  came  on  board.  Allan  assent- 
ed, and  wient  on  shore,  where  he  played  in  an  inn. 
all  day,*  and  returned  to  the  ship  at  night.  Next 
morning,  the  captain  went  on  shore  before  he  arose ; 
but  the  mate,  who  had  quarrelled  with  the  master, 
informed  AUan  that  he  had  gone  to  their  merchant's, 
decked  out  in  all  the  finery  which  he  pretended 
the  Chinese  had  stolen,  and  that  he  would  return  as 
drunk  as  a  sow.  AUan  thanked  the  mate  for  Ms 
inforiTiation,  n  '  treated  him  with  a  bottle  of  Lon* 
don  porter  which  he  hadi  brought*  on  board.  As  he 
could  trust  to  this  man's  connivance,  he  waited  pa- 
tiently till  the  captain  returned,  just  in  the  state 
that  was  anticipated.    When  asleep,  Allan  put  his  i 

scheme  of  retaliation  into  execution :  he  packed  up 
the  doaths  in  which  the  ctptain ,  had  been  figuring, 
with  all  his  fii^e  linen  and  the  money  in  his  diest, 
and,  by  hiring  a  boat»  got  safely  on  shore;  while 
the  crew'  were,,  by  a  scheme  of  the  mate's,  detained 
below  drinking. 

Allan  avoided  the  English  factory,  but  walked 
smartly  along  a  road  which  borders  upon  the 
Granges.  When  daylight  began  to  appear,  he  as- 
oended  a  tree,  in  order  to  avoid  venomous  reptiles 
and  the  observation  of  passengers.  '  Being  seated  in 


*  Caplam  Fonter^  late  of  Bickerton  in  Northiunberland^  met 
with  AllaA  in  Caleatta.  On  entering  an  inn,  he  perceived  a  per« 
ion  playing  on  the  pipes  to  a  Bnmeroiis  company  of  officers^  and 
inatantly  recognized  his  dd  friend  in  the  musician^  they  having 
both  lived  in  the  village  of  Hepple,  %nd  had  been  oompahions  in 
their  yonnger  years.  The  captain  called  him  aside,  and  treated 
Um  Idndly ;  hot  weQ^  knowing  his  character  and  disposition^  he 
departed  without  making  himself  known  to  Allan. 
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a  secure  posttion,  he  enjc^ed  a  sound  sleep,  'and 
awoke  in  the  evening,  when  be  resumed  his  former 
course.  In  the  moming  he  reached  a  Hindoo  vil- 
lage; andr  wanting  d  Jbreakfsbt,  he  tried  whether 
the  attractions  of  musie  would  procure  him  one, 
and  began  to  play  on  his  Italian  pipe.  He  was 
soon  surrounded  by  the  villagers ;  and,  after  play* 
i^g  several  tunes,  he  signified  that  he  wanted  vic- 
tuals, I&  a  few  minutes  he  Was  furnished  with  a 
su£Gkdency  to  have  served  him  a  week;  but  as  he 
also  wanted  sleep  ^d  rest,  he  deemed  it  prudent  to 
remain  with  tiiese  friendly  people  till  next  morning. 
JBarly  in  the  evening,  he  was  conveyed  to  a  place 
whefe  he.  might  reposa* 

.  JDuiing  this  joiirney,  Allan  Was  delighted  to  find 
tiia^  by  using  the  Gipsy  language,  he  was  suffU 
denffy  well  understood  by  the  Hindoos.  In  about 
a*  months  he  readied  Benares^  which  he  Ihought  a 
.4€;Iightftd  place.    After  resting  here  for  a  few  days; 


*'Hindostan  Las  ever  been  celebcated  for  affording  convenient 
aeoOiliniodations  to  the  traveller,  wbo  seldom  fails,  at  tbe  distance 
of  eight  or  ten  miles^  to  meet  with  a  public  iMging,  or  a  reservoir 
of  water,  where  he*  may  quench  his  thirst,  and  perform  his  wonted 
,abltttionsw    An  inclosed  area,  containitig  several  smcdljaparttnents, 
is  appropriated  to  the  use  of  travellers,  in  every  considerable  vil- 
lage.   The,  stationary  tenants  of  the  serauce,  many  of  whom  are 
females,  approach  the  stranger  on  his  entrance,  and  eiqpatiate,  in 
the  most  alluring  manner,  upon  the  various  excellencies  of  their 
several  lodgings.    When  the  choice  is  made,  a  bed  is  prepared  for 
his  repose,  a  pipe  is  brought  for  his  amusement,  and  the  culinary 
utensils  aiie  cleaned  previpua  to  hi3  Tep^t-    The  ^barges  are  ex-v 
tremely  reftsonable ;  and  if  the  traveller  i»  inclined  to  indulge. hinn 
•elf,  the  addition  of  three-pence  to  his  ordinary  acknowl^gment 
will  procure  a  sumptuous  fare*  ^ 
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be  tocdc:  iiis  passage  acroM  the  Gengiet;  but  on 
ofieiing  to  pay  die  asual  fare,  the  «twor  watenzien 
told  him,  that  as  they  were  going  to  tiie  other  aide 
f<x*  a  load  of  riee,  tiiey  would  make  4io  okal^e.     In 
return  for  thia  dvility,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to 
indulge  them  with  a  tune  on  the  pipes ;  but  when 
he  began  to  ^y,  the  watearmen  drew  their  paddlett 
into  the  boat»  as  if  afndd  to  lose  a  ringle  note.    He^ 
iiowever,  soon  had  reason  to  repent  of  his  ttberdity  ; 
for,  on  reaching  the  shore,  they  refused  to  permit 
him  to  hnd.    On  enquiring  their  reason  for  such 
conduct,  they  told  him  they  meant  him  no  hatm^ 
but  in  Older  to  gfstify  their  friends,  d^y  deigned 
to  take  him 'back  to  Benares  for  a  single  night,  for 
whidi,  they  assured  him,  he  would  be  asA^y  eem- 
pensated.    Allan,  who,  in  cases  of  gieat  emergeni^, 
trusted  mote  to  address  and  the  swiftness  dT  1^ 
feet  than  to  sttength'of  arm,  seemed  to  consent  to 
the  pioposition  without  the  least  apparent  rehie« 
tance,  until  observing  that  they  had  a  short  distance 
to  go  for  their  loadings  while  they  were  so. em- 
ployed, he  sprang  out  of  the  boat,  and  waa.apon.out 
of  their  reach.*     •  .      i 

'  *  Tli6  nxddttf  of  the  poor  fmatnen  to  obtain  a  cheap  abtnsefnetit 
ibt  their  frie^da  i^tts  very  hatnta!,  as  ncme  btit  the  ino6t.  weaithjr 
Hifidoos  can  aiibrd  to  hire  mnsidanir  AtiA  dancers,  of  Whom  the 
tolttptttous  natives  are  very  fbnil.  The  vlandng  girls  at^  toleil'ated 
eoortetans^  who  are  always  accompanied  by  musicians,  playi^  on 
ItastrumentB  resembling  the  gnitar  and  violin.  These  afxigihg-men 
and  singing-women  are  hired  ^  ftstivals  and  graAd  sole^nifies^ 
among  all'  sects  and  professions  in  India.  Many  dt  the  dancin^- 
giiis  are  extremely  delicate  in  theur  persons,  soft  and  regnhkr  fn 
Aeir  features,  with  a  ferm  of  perfect  symmetry;  and  ahhoogh 
dedicated  from  infimcy  to  this  profteion,  they  in  general  preserve 
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her  adma^acb  grew  mote  dcftoi^^  mi  iraif,  t^y, 
ktfaalated  b^  a  poor>  but  kitad  psopi?*  A£lpr.fiJl&t 
dious  journey^  iejreadied  JMks,  mA  V^  wlbp^ml^ 
to  fitti  BKKiB  Jdun^  OBQ  half  of  80  DMgii^$»fq|>a»€|^r 
kflL  niiw.  Howe^rav,  hftviiig  ooj^red  %  l^d^qixM 
street,  he  fa^tfi  to  pky  on  th«  Itf^toli  p)p«;  whtn^ 
a  peiaaiL  apfirbached^  ii^ho  Qoqidu0tQ4.  J^Pii^  ^ 
ipaciotti^  elegaa*  room,  whisro  «  iacg?  con^pMiy  vrafl 
tmokii^aodgifrpiiigodffi^    Hore  h^  p^lf!^  ffqpjf^ 

two  hours,  when  theaud&eMe  i^wai!de4  bw)  ^^. 
"raliUKfairy  ooiitoibtttioQ^.  whidi  fiip  ^^^fdi^vh^  ex. 
peokati^is.  The.  hncUoiA  alip  oiSeoed.  hifloi  )9«(|^wgfl 
Ipnki^  which  he  accepted^  aiid  r«ifi#iibed  l^i^.  s^q^ti 
tfuse  wedks,  diuriiig  which  time  hi»  perfhpn^Dffeft 
witte  attended  (%  grwt  wmMrs  of  pfop}#^  j^  hei 
vata  enabled  toi  pkucchaae  »aiiy  u^h}  wlicle# .  t^, 
hhwanfted.  Ait.im  :p^i9fai^ 
m.a  atakange^iuife^,  df0^t,l»m  ifim  a^pl^pascHit  411^ 
hntpkable^v  Herhad  b^ijoii^jdc  a  iS^  gUm 
of  hk$  hoal^  youn^  wi£^  aoi  he  tboxiight  thi^t  Jb^ 
hlid  naner  seen  4Eifqr  creaUiwao  delicate,  beai^tifiilt 
ahd^  duBEQiing ;.  while  he^  im^ipned  hotr  «y«  l^cMq^ 

'      '     r ..       ,.  ■  *  ..... 
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i(  4eQei^  a^d  ipi^^jty  |ii  tKeir  dj^eanof  wliid^  is  more  Iike]j  to 
i^uie  than  thQ  .shameleis  efiroQtery  of  similar  claracferb  in  otber 
eoontriesh    Tfaefr  danow  require  great  irttentioti^  iftdib  tM'daii^if^. 
fol  ^in^  bimg  ^iOir  tfBolt  1^     whioli:  Mi  ill  (caJunitiRdi  tiflL 
amdc    INrogiihiiwiUyiffifitfim  «a^^|9f  :.;^^^«gii^ 

4ie  8ong^  ihe  n)usi9>  fi^^d  th^^mptions  of  the  danQ^>  fombii^e  to  e^-^ 
]xraas  lore,  l|ope>  jefiloiisy^  despi^,  and  the  Imssibns  bo  welVknowtf 
to  loven^  and  recy  easjr  W  be  imdmtoodf  by  tbeae  wto  tdts  igafeU 
saalofoftlMrbBfat^ea*  <!     ^  .'   ''  i. 

7  T 
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Upon  htm  widi  desire  and  tendemesa  Under  this 
ioipreGsioni  he  watched  a  £avouiable  joppaetamt^^ 
when  he  boldly  intruded  into  her  private  apart* 
ment,  and  on  his  knees  declared  his  love.  But 
judge  of  his  surprise  on  finding  that  this  ^ichanting 
Indian  received  his  dishonourable  jMroposai  with 
anger  and  in£[gnatiori  ;  and-  he  retired  greatly, 
alarmed  at  her  threats  of  informing  her  husband  of 
his  baiieness.  No  time  was  to  be  lost. .  He  flew  to 
his  chamber,  snatdied  up  his-  knapsack,  and  in  a 
short  time  was  on  his  road  to  Labor* 

The  country  upon  which  he  now  entered  was^  in 
his  opinion,  the  finest  in  the  world,   i  During  many; 
days,  he  travelled  in  an  avenue  of  lofty  and  shady; 
trees.    He  foigot  the  names  of  many  towns^whidL 
he  entered ;  but  at  length  he  began  to  oMss  ik» 
Snowy  Mountains,  when  the  inhabitahts  beoame 
very  suspicious  and  .feroetoua.    On  etitertng  ta  vil4 
lage,  he   saw  about  twenty  men   lyii^'  on'  the 
ground,  who,  oh  seeing  him,  rose,  shouted,  and  th&l 
gan  to  poke  him  witii  the  shafts  :of  tbeir  speark 
Allan  roared  for  mercy  in  English. and  fiaascrit, 
which  was. answered  by  loud  laughter;  when  a  tUl^: 
majestic-looking  young  tnan  pushed  forward,  took 
him  under  his  protection,  and  led  him  to  his  hut. 

'Allan  was  pleased  to  find  that  his  protector  was  a 
chiefs  wd  could  speak  the  language.  He  expressed 
his  gratitude  in  every  way  possible,  a;nd,  after  being 
r^fAreshed,  played  some  tunes  on.tibe  hautboy.  The 
youth's  ^^d  father  and  his  wives  were  particularly 
pleased  with  the  music,  and  the  old  man  examined 
the  instrument  with  all  the  curiosity  of  a  child. 
Finding  that  he  could  produce  sounds,  he  asked 
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cAllan  to  sell  it  to  him ;  when,  considering  his  critic- 
cal  fflitiiation,  he  pi^seYited  it  to  the  aged  amateur, 
#ho''coh6mi^  his  attetnpts  to  pky  until  the  family 
*etired  to  pest. 

'  -  The  jroung  *chief,  on  being  ihfofined  by  Allon 
that  he  intended  to  ti^vel  to  Europe,  Tepresented 
'the  project  as  almost  impossible,  and  advised  him  to 
Mtuhi.  Findhig,  however,  that  Allan's  resolution 
wits  fixed,  hi^  informed  him  that  next  day  he  set 
out  on  a  journey  in  the  direction  of  Samarcxuid,  and 
that,  as  far  as  he  went,  he'  would  furnish  hindi  with 
a  horse  and  his  protection. 

Allan  accompanied  the  fiiendly  chief  for  several 
'd(tys,  during  which  he  suffered  severely  from  cold 
and  &tigue.  Though  reckoned  a  good  h<Hrseman 
in  England,  he  could  scarcely  keep  up  with  the 
Tartars;  and  though  much  accustomed  to  hard 
living  in  the  open  air,  yet  he  found'  it  very  linpleap- 
sant  to  sleep  without  a  tent,  or  any  c6vering  except 
a  single  blanket.  The  only  food  of  the  chief  and 
his  attendants  was  vetches  and  tares,  hastily  parcb^ 
ed ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  an  occasional  cop  of 
their  spirits,  Allan  declared  that  he  could  not  ha(Vfe 
sustained  the  journey.  At  last,  the  chief  came  to  a 
irillage  which  terminated  his  journey ;  when  Allan 
was  dismissed  with  many  directions,  and  presented 
with  a  blanket,  and  a  leather  bottle  capable  of  con- 
taining two  quarts;  in  return  for  which  he  pre^ 
sented  his  protector  with  a  good  watch,  which 
happened  to  be  in  the  captain's  podcet  when  he  left 
the  ship  at  Cal<nitta. 

Haying  gone  forward  on  his  lonely  joum^  for 
two  days,  subsisting  on  the  pr6ti8jk>n8  the  chief  had 
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giten  tfHi>  'ke  nt  length'  peached  ^a  Tartar  tillage; 
when  flcseibg  a  j^arty  of  men  advance  ^ivaj^i  flogry 
lodb,  hedartad  b^ihiad  a  ^kh]|>  d^  y^NUg:  .£ei^^ 
and  began  to  play  on  the  Italian  pipe.  XhefbimdfiB 
apj^tfaredf  sdqpffised  And*  tleligjbted,  4sid»  siuooundnig 
hioi*  (^poke  to  the  men  with  renta^eatiQg  g&stxmi^ 
He  obAtitiQei  to  iplfty  far  Mqie  to«9,  axaidat  4lif 
irtf Udcflome  gatnbob  of  a  crowd  of  bofjr^s'and  yautag 
ehilditen;  afta*  widdi  he  ^wm  amply  supplied  wi4i 
Cood^  and  lied  to  B  place  of  i:^>06e. 

But  t&e  sullen  looks  asld  4&reatening  glanceaiof 
the  men  determined  Allan  to  escape  as  soon^is^pos- 
idUe.  He  thecdbve  crept  soAfy  out  of  the  faut» 
andp  on  r^gaini^g  thOrC^n  icauntiy,  walked  on 
with  all  his  'speed,  uutfl^  ^ov;»eome  by . fatigue,  be 
«mk  down  ainongst  s<»Be  long^gsass,  and  eii|oyedza 
iraotidisleep.  After  trai^dQing >aU  day ,  he  sat  down 
iatestp  and,  oa  arising,  ww  alarmed >at  the  appear- 
anee  of  a  party  of  Tartars  on  horseback.  Chi  oom^ 
hag  up^  one  of  tbraa  dismounfted,  and  cat  the  strap 
4tf  his  knqpsadc,  on  whioh  two  others  also  dis- 
tnouited;  but  the  leader  rode  up,  asod  ordered 
iiiem  to  deaiflt  Thus,  in  inoe  nnmient  he  lostaU 
ithe  fine  doatiis  he  bad  carried  ^fiorn  Calcutta,  and 
d^&y  mansowfy  escaped  being  stri]^»ed  to  the  skia. 
OEfis  pipes  were  in  the  Uanket^  which  he  carried  like 
A  plflid ;  and  his  money  was  sewedin  the  waistband 
4>f  his  trowsen. 

On  approadiing  a^TiUage  guaxded  by  diese  robbers, 
Allan' bi^^  to.play  upon 4iis  pipe ;  when  a  emwd  of 
women  and  diildren  came  out,  and  wrvoundsd  him 
mMtk  .wild  shoute  of  joy.  On  passing  a  large  4Bt9ne, 
ifaeiwas^eaixed  iQrisipis  to  sit  down*  when  he  was 


eompeUdd  to  {dfty»  until,  bemg  completely  ex^ 
koHSted,  he  fell  senseless  ob  the  ground.  On  recxyi 
vexmg,  he  f ouad  two  aged  wcnoaen  waA^ng  his  isce. 
They  imiDediMely  (offered  him  food,  <£  which  he 
ate  qpaiicigly.  Being  diiewn  te  a  place  of  rest,  he 
dipt  uitil  ^e  momii^;  wh^i  a  Tartar  entered, 
and  fteumted  him  with  a  bowl  of  sour  milk,  wiuefa 
be  dbuik'with  expvesnons  of  gratitude.  The  Tar-: 
tar,  wha  had  resided  some  jeers  in  ike  south,  was 
better  informed  ihsm  the  rast  .of  has  countrymen, 
and  ofMiUL  ^epesk  a  little  Ilii^ostaiiia  He  told 
Allan  that  he  had  obtained  the  promise  of  his  chaei 
to  protect  him,  advised  him  to  remain  cheerfully 
for  three  days,  and  promised  that  he  would  then 
introduce  hhn  to  some  camel-drivers,  who  woiild 
bring  him  to  Samarcand. 

Allan  gratefully  accepted  this  advice.  He  played 
almost  incessantly  during  three  days,  and  then  set 
out  with  his  didinterested  frigid.  They  had  not 
travelled  above  five  hours  till  they  perceived  the 
cuoels  advancing  in  the  direction  of  their  route. 
AUan  puHed  cff  the  gold  wristband  buttons  whiph 
he  wore,  and  presented  them  to  his  guide.  After 
oonsidcfable  ^rvtoeaty,  the  drivers  eonsenbed  to  ^r« 
qish  Allan  with  provisions,  provided  he  would 
assist  in  loading  and  unloading  the  camels.  The 
friendly  Tartar  now  returned;  iuid  he  was  left 
with  his  new  associates,  who  appeared  to  be  as  jdoV 
and  jnoie  stupid  than  the  aaumals  they  drove. 

Allan  could  never  with  patience  relate  the  hard- 
ships he  suffered  in  tim  journey.  He  w:as  subjected 
to  the  severest  drudgeiy,  and  was  voy  scantily  fed 
on  black  bread  and  dirty  water.    In  4:he  dreadful 
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sandy  deserts  which  he  now  passed,  death  often 
stared  him  in  the  face;  and  he  was  twice  on  the 
point  of  being  suiFocateid  by  the  terrible  and  poison- 
ous wind  that  swept  along  the  trackless  desert. 
One  of  the  camels  sunk  under  his  load,  when  hc^ 
was  killed,  and  above  tlu'ee  gallcms  of  widser  was 
found  in  the  animal's  stomadi,  wMchv  with  its  flesh, 
was,  Allan  believed,  the  cause  of  saving  their  lives. 
After  much  dreadful  suffering  and  pain,  the  whole 
party  arrived  at  the  much-wished-for  city'  df  Sa^ 
marcand,  where  they  were  told  that  a  Russian  cara- 
van was  then  formyig. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

^  ^AHad  igrees  to  accompany  a  RuMian  Caravan— Lives  happUy  in  Samflrcand---De- 
parta  after  the  Caravan— Aipvet  at  a  baitaroiu  Village-^ProCected  by  a  Female 
-BKipei-D-Boier.  the  Body  of  .  muidend  OiBcer~P«fc™.  .n  Act  of 
flumanity-k-Finda  and  aapaU  a  w<lkinded  Rusrian— Overtakes  the  Caravan— 
#  Dreadful  Sofierings  lb  tlie  «Detert— Enten  tiie  Ruaaan  Dominions-^Readies 
Moscow— Dangeroiu  6bnnMtioo— Entertained  by  a  Baod  of  Gipnea— Stat  by 
a  Russian  Colo&sl  to  St.  Petenborgh— His  Folly  aad.Ingratitiida^Flief  on 
Board  a  Mercbam  VesseL 


Allan,  on  entering  Samarcand,  left  his  travel- 
ling companions  without  ceremony  or  regret.  See- 
ing  a  party  of  men  carrying  merchandise  in  a  certain 
direction,  he  followed  them  without  the  city,  where 
he  beheld  an  encampment  The  men  having  depo- 
sited their  loads,  he  mixed  amongst  them,  saying  to 
every  decent  person  he  saw,  "  England.*'    At  last,  a 
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mtak  answered  him  ;in  broken  English,  and  asked 
what  he  wanted.    The  overjoyed  Allan  enquired  if 
this  was  the  Russian  caravan ;  and,  on  receiving  a 
reply  in  the  affirmative,  he  gave  hini  a  piece  of 
mcmey,  and  begged  to  be  introduced  to  the  offifcer 
who  Md  the  power  to  treat  with  passengelti.    The 
man  immediately  kd  him  back  into  the  city,,  and 
acted  as  interpreter  between  him  and  the  officer, 
who  Occupied  a  very  commodious  house.    The  in- 
terview was  brief ;  for  Allan  offered  all  the  money 
he  had  brought  from  Calcutta,  for  leave  to  accom- 
pany the  caravan,  and  sustenaiiee  in. the  deserts; 
for,  said  he,  "  I  can  provide  for  mysdf  wherever 
there  are  inhalntanta"     The  officer  agreed  to  the 
•  proposal,,  and  further  offer^  Allan  vigtuals.  and 
lodgings,  until  the  caravan  wa^.c^ady  to;  start,  oA 
condition  that  he  assisted  in  cartymg  goods  ;>  but 
James .  answeited  with  indignity,  /'  A  Boeder  piper, 
ikever  needs  to  stoop  to  slavery;"  wMcb^'bemg  ish^ 
terpreted,.  the  Russiaa  office  seemed  astonished  at 
the  pride  and  poverty  of  his  new  pii^ssenga:. 

Having  settled  tibis  business^  >AUan  examilied^ 
tnany  of  the  public  ooffie^houses,  or  places  of^enter^ 
tainment  in  the  city ;  and  having,  selected  oiie^  he 
entpreA,  seated  himself,  and  began  to  play  one  of 
his  native  and  pbiitive  airs.  This  novd  and  un- 
expected.  music  seemed  to.  interest  the  oompanyj 
who.listeoad  with  great  attention  and_  decorum. 
Haying  finished,  he  pres^ited  his  hat  in  a  supplica- 
tory  mann^,  and  received  a  very  handsome  remu- 
fiecation.  On  coming  out  of  the  room,  the  landlord 
offered  him  lodgings,  whidi  he  gladly  accepted; 
but  in  a  lew  days,  his  audiences  and  collations 
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begg0  to  £all  cxff,  and  he  found  it  necesuay  to  tdirit 
irther  psrts  of  the  dty^  nHnere  his  muflie  nnghfr  at 
least  possess  the  eharms  of  novelty. 

During  the'  continuance  of  the  camyBit'  at  Sanoar* 
eandt  he  thus  aoeumuhuted  a  tlam  which-  he  deemed 
sufficient  to  purchase  such  nedessaries  as  m^ht  be 
useful  OB  his  journey;  and  as  the  caiavaii  did  not 
advance  above  fifteen  miles  a  day^  he  defivered  his 
^Qggt^  to  an  officer,  and  raorakied  behind  fotxr 
days  after  its  departure.    Having  provided  sonne 
provisions,  and  received  directions  how  to  proceed^ 
he  set  off,  and^  dunng  tiie  fint  day,  travelled  oyer  a 
wdl  cultivated  country ;  but  on  the  next  day,  the 
country  assumed  a  barren  and«be«y  aspect.    Hcmt* 
ewr,  be  iras  kindly  etttertsined  in  the  evening  hy  a 
tsibe  of  good<«Bfeured  shepherds,  vh<>  gave  him  d^ 
netions  how  to  travdb  by  lihe  sun,,  or  by  tibe  stara, 
CBulioning  hiuft  against  the  hands  of  iMbtn  that 
strolled  over  the  cottiri:ry.    Under  gveat  amdet^  c^ 
mind,  he  tnrveUed  over  a  barren  country,,  often  ra-* 
proaching  KiwMwlf  witli  his  folly  in  not  proceeding 
under  the  proteetioa  ef  the  eaaavaa.    On  the  after- 
nocm  of  the  feecoiid'day,  he  entered  iato  a  laaaaA 
Tartar  village,,  the  inhabitants  of  which  seemed  to 
be  miseiably  poor.    Aa  usual^  he  began  to  play,  in 
seeming  good  haaoiour,.  iqxm  die  Itpilian  pipe,  when 
be  was  happy  to  pctaelve  tiiat  poverty  and'  chepr- 
fulness  were  not  IneonipaltSd^,  for  navat'  did  he 
Boeet  vkh  a  mere  s{Mzlted  and  animated  pcapte; 
Yet  Iheir  appeaeaaee  aws  rud^  and  even  ferodons* 

AHan  signed  again  and  again  that  he  wanted 
^nnk  and  vietibls^  but  was  amwcaed  only  by  the 
hui^ter  of  the  children,  and  the  suspidoua  whis^* 
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pering  of  the  men«    At  length,  a  decent.lcx)king 
young  woman*  brought   him   some  refreshment. 


*  The  tamovM  traveller  Ledyard  says,  tliat  lie  never,  in  any 
country,  addressed  a  woman  in  the  language  of  decency  and  snp- 
plioatidn,  but  what  he  was  relieved.  Mr.  Park,  while  traversing 
the  deserts  of  Africa,  was  much  in  want  of  refreshment*  By  the 
croaking  of  frogs,  he  discerned  his  near  approach  to  some  muddy 
pools  of  water.  Here  he  allayed  his  thirst,  and  proceeded  on  until 
he  arrived  at  a  Foulah  village  called  Shrilla.  At  the  door  of  one 
of  the  huts  he  perceived  aw  old  woman  spinning  cotton ;  he  made 
signs  to  her  thiit  he  was  hungry,  and  enquired  if  she  had  any  vic- 
tuals. She  immediately  laid  down  her  distaff,  and  in  the  Arabic 
tongue  desired  him  to  enter.  Seated  upQ|i  the  floor,  he  received 
from  her  hospitable  hands  a  dish  of  kouskons,  of  which  he  made  a 
tolerable  meal ;  in  return  for  this  kindness,  he  gave  her  a  pocket 
handkerchief,  begging  at  the  same  time  a  little  corn  for  his  horse. 
Overcome  with  joy  at  this  unexpected  deliverance,  Mr..  Park  re^- 
turned  his  grateful  acknowledgments  to  that  great  and  good  Beings 
who  had  so  kindly  spread  a  table  for  him  iir  the  wildemesii. 

On  another  occasion^  the  king  of  Bambarra  refused  to'  permit 
film  to  enter  S^;o,  his  capital ;  and  the  people  of  a  neighbouriitg 
village,  to  his  great  mortification,  refused  him  adibittance  into  any 
house,  so  that  he  was  obliged  to  sit  all  day  under  the  shade  of  a 
tree,  without  victuals.  AlA>ut  sun-set,  as  he  was  preparing  to  pass 
the  night  in  this  manner,  and  had  turned  his  horse  loose  that  hie 
might  grace  at  liberty,  a  woman,  reluming  from  the  labours  of  the 
field,  stopped  to  observe  him,  and  perceiving  that  he  was  weary 
and  dejected,  enquired  into  his  situation,  which  being  ezpldined, 
she  took  up  the  bridle  and  saddle,  and  told  Mr.  Park  to  £(^llow 
her.  Having  conducted  him  into  her  hut,  she  lighted  a  lamp, 
spread  a  mat  on  the  floor,  and  told  him  that  he  miglit  remain  there 
for  the  nif^t ;  she  presented  him  also  with  a  very  fine  fish,  half 
broiled.  Having  thus  performed  the  rites  of  hospitality,  she  called 
to  the  female  part  of  her  fiunily  to  resume  tbeir  ta^k  of  spinning 
cotton,  in  which  they  were  empk^ed  great  pari  «f  the  night. 
They  soothed  their  laboor  by  songm  one  of  which  was  extempore, 
asdMr.  Park  wa»  the  sobject  of  it.  l!to  air  was  sweet  and  plain- 
tive; and  tba  worda^  li^terally  translated,  were  as  follow  :*-*'*  Tie 
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which,  as  he  bad  fasted  all  day,  he  greedily  devour* 
ed,  and  then  recommenced  his  music.  After  sun^ 
set,  he  was  shewn  into  a  small,  miserable  hovels 
where  was  a  little  withered  .grass,-  on  which  he  njras 
desired  to  slee;p.  An  unacpountahle  dread  noir 
took  possessicm  of  his  mind,  which  preveiited  hbu 
from  finding  that  reposfe  his  wearied  &ame  se  much 
required;  and  he  lay  ruminating  on  the  dreary 
prospect  before  him,  for  it  a,ppeared  equally  hazardf- 
^us  to  return  to  Samarcand,  as  to  follow  the  rqnte 
of  the  caravan.  In  the  midst  of  his  refiectiods^ 
aomething  entered  the  door  of.  his  hovel.  He  ^sup- 
posed  it  to  be  some  of  the,  Tartars  entering,  in  order 
to  rob  and  probably  murder  him ;  and,  for  pqce  in 
his  lifei  he  fervently  petitioned  his  Mekeat  for 
mercy  and  |»fotection.  But  whilst  he  expected  to 
feel  the  stab  of  the  assassin,  a  soft  hand  enfolded 
his ;  and,  on  looking  up,  he  saw  the  humane  girl 
who  had  supplied  Ins  wants  in  the  evening,  s(and^ 
mg  at  bis  side. 

This  agreeable  visitant  signed  to  him  to  rise  aand 
be  silent.  He  instantly  obeyed,  and  followed  his 
conductress  with  fear  and  trembling.  Thiey  both 
walked  forward  with  great  expedition  i  when  Allaii 
began,  by  word^  assisted  by  sign^,  for  he  had 
learned  some  part  of  the  language  of  the  country, 
to  express  his  gratitude  to  his  compassionate  deli- 
verer*   .She,  in  answer,  said  that  he  would  do  well 

winds  roorefl  waA  the  ndns  ^.    The  poor  wldte  man,  &int  and 

w99stY,  came  cud  Mt  under  oar  tree.    He  has  no  mother  to  bring 

hun  ndlk,  nl^^wUe  to  grind  Us  com.— -Cibn».    Let  ns  pity  the 

-white  man^  no  moth»  has  he,"  frc    In  the  mondng,  Mr.  Pttk 

-presented  his  l)tnerDleiit  hoUiw  willi  tw»  harass  waiBlooftt4nifctenB. 
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to  avoid  her  countrymen  in  future^  and  that  he  had 
had  ft  vexy  narrow  esef^e.  After  walking'  a  few 
Biiles,  the  girl  hailed^  and  presented  him  with  a 
qaaaaatity  of  dates;  when  AUan  took  a  handsome 
shawl  from  hia  boscm,  and  tied  it  round  her  should 
deiB.  He  then  kissed  her,  and  found  her  tears  fialt 
itpoot  Ins  cheek ;  but  her  decided  manners,  and  the 
dmad  of  being  followed,  effectually  prevented'  him 
from  attempting  to  practise  upon  her  weakness. 

M  the  moraing,  Allan  lay  down  upon  the  satiid, 
and  enjoyed  a  sound  sleep,  after  which  he  resumed 
his  journey.  Next  day,  be  e]i|;ered  a  broken  coun-* 
try,  covered  with  rocksand  trees  of  stunted  growth. 
About  noon,  he  perceived  a  .flneJooking  horse 
landing  at  a  short  distance  ftom^  the  path  he  wa9 
pursuing ;  and,  imagining  that  it  might  have  strayed 
from  a  Tartar  encampment^  he  thought  t^eve  could 
be  no  havm  in  appropriating  it  to  his  own^  use,  by 
which  means  he  would  soon  be  enabled  to  overtake 
the  caravan.  He  therefore  hastened  •  towards  the 
spot,  but  was  struck  with'  honoc  when  he  beheld  a 
man,  whose  dress  bespoke  him  of, superior  rank, 
lying  on  the  ground  mangled  in*  a  shocking  manner, 
whilst  his  horse  stood  a&  if  lamenting  the  loss  of  hia 
master.  Allan  found  tiiat  the  spark  of  life  was  eaum 
tinct;  and,  thinking  that  the  gentleman's  horse, 
and  what  property  mig^t  be  about  his  p^son,  was 
equally  free  to  him  as  to  the  wandering  Tartars;  he 
was  on  the  point  of  searching  his  pockets,  when  he 
perceived  seveiok  horsemen  advanini^'  at  great 
speed.  Fortunately  for  AUan,  a  small  tfaid&et  wasr 
at  no  gveat  distance,  to  which  he  crawled  on  hiar 
hands  and  knees,  and  placed  h&nself  in  such  a^situ^ 
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ation  that  fae  coiild  not  be  observed.  One  of  the 
troop  alighted  from  his  steed,  and  stripped  the 
Gorpse  entirely  naked ;  after  whidi  they  treated  the 
lifeless  body  with  every  indignity  that  barbarism 
could  suggest.  They  then  departed,  taking  with 
them  the  horse  which  AU^i  had  so  much  coveted. 

The  robbers,  much  to  Allan's  satisfaction,  retired 
in  the  same  direction  that  he  had  travelled.  When 
they  were  ouf  of  sight,  he  approached,  scraped  a 
hole  in  the  sand,  and  covered  the  body  as  well  as 
circumstances  would  penmt.  Having  performed 
this  act  of  humanity,  he  walked  on  with  a  feeling 
of  satisfaction ;  but  he  had  not  proceeded  far  until 
he  e^ied  a  horse  recently  kiUed,  and  the  blood  still 
oozing  from  a  wound  in  its  chest,  and  at  the  same 
time  heard  the  groans  of  a  human  being  in  distress. 
Allan  stood  fearful  and  irresolute,  dreading  to  wit- 
ness  another  scene  of  horror;  yet  he  could  not 
think  of  leaving  a  fellow  creature  in  such  a  situa^ 
tion  without  rendering  him  some  assistance.  He 
therefore  walked  aside,  and  dijscovered  a  man  en* 
tirely  naked,  bruised,  and  bloody,  with  his  hands 
secured  behind  his  back.  AUan  instantly  unbound 
the  poor  creature ;  and  as  he  always  carried  his  lea- 
ther bottle,  which  at  that  time  was  fortunately  fur* 
Dished  with  wata-,  he  poured  some  of  it  down  his 
throat,  and  bathed  his  temples,  which  greatly  re- 
vived him.  He  then  tore  part  of  his  shirt,  and 
dressed  a  sabre  wound  in  the  shoulder  of  this  un- 
fortunate being*  On  examining  his  features,  he 
was  greatly  surprised  to  find  him  the  same  person 
who  had  inteipreted  between  himself  and  the  Rus- 
sion  officer,  when  he  agreed  to  travd  with  the  can* 
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Tan  at  Samaicand,  and  who,  he  understood,  had 
been  servant  to  a^gentleman  who  resided  two  years 
in  England,  wlaie*  he  had  picked  up  a  smattaing 
of  the  language. ,  The  man  also  recollected  Allan^ 
appeared  extremely  thankful  and  grateful  for  his 
kindness,  and  informed  tiim  that  his  master  was 
detained  at  Samarcand  on  particular  business ;  but 
being  weU  mounted,  they  knew  that  they  could 
overtake  their  countrymen  in  a  few  Aays,  but  were 
attacked  by  a  banditti,  one  of  whom  rushed  behind 
his  master  and  stabbed  him.  As  he  could  render 
him  no  assistance,  he  endeavoured  to  save  his  own 
life  by  flight,  but  was  pursued  by  the  whole  party, 
and  soon  overtaken.  He  believed  that  they  had  no 
design  of  killing  his  horse,  but  it  had  fortunately 
reared  at  the  moment  one  of  the  fellows  directed  a 
blow  at  him,  which  entered  the  animal's  chest:  a 
second  struck  him  on  the  shoulder,  which  brought 
iiim  to  the  ground ;  when  the  ruffians,  as  a  punish* 
ment  for  the  loss  of  the  horse,  after  stripping  him, 
bound  him,  and  left  him  to  perish. 

Allan  then  related  the  whole  transaction  he  had 
witnessed,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  had  disposed 
of  his  master's  body,  at  which  the  man  appeared 
much  afifected.  He  then  furnished'  him  with  part 
of  his  doaths,  and  they  proceeded  on  their  journey ; 
but  the  Russian  was  so  weak  through  loss  of  blood, 
that  their  progress  was  very  slow.  They  had,  how- 
ever, taken  the  precaution  to  cut  and  take  with 
them  a  portion  of  the  horse's  flesh,  wishing  to  avoid 
the  Tartars  as  much  as  possible. 

Thus  they  travelled  diuing  two  days,  ^ when  they 
ie&  in  with  a  travelling  tribe  of  shepherds,  to  whom 
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Allan's  companion  rdated  his  sufEarings.  These 
hospitable  people  gave  them  food,  and  one  of  theic 
women  dressed  the  Russian's  wounds  with  a  slight 
poultice  of  herbs.  Allan  gave  her  a  silk  handker-- 
chief  in  return,  which  seemed  to  give  great  pleasure 
to  the  whole  tribe.  On  resuming  their  journey, 
they  came  to  a  wide  river,  which  Allan  could  easily^ 
have  passed ;  but  he  could  not  think  of  abandania^ 
a  fellow  creature  in  that  inhospitable  place,  where 
he  would,  in  all  pt>bability,  have  &llen  a  prey  txx 
want  and  despair.  Th«^  luckily  happened  to  be 
some  trees  growing  on  the  margin  of  the  river,  one 
of  which  he  ascended,  and  broke  off  a  number  of 
branches,  which  he  bound  as'  securely  together  aa 
possible  with  long  twisted  grass.  Upon  this  fioal> 
he  placed  the  wounded  man,  and  with  great  fatigue 
shoved  it  before  him  to  the  other  side;  but  they 
were  carried  by  the  strength  of  the  current  at  least 
half  a  mile  down  the  river.  The  poor  Russian 
wept  for  joy  on  landing,  and  thanked  his  deliverer 
in  the  most  grateful  manner ;'  nor  did  he  negkct  to 
acknowledge  his  ob)igationa  to  several  sakits,.  from 
whom  he  had soUdted  assistance  when  in  thegreat^ 
est  danger. 

Six  hours  having  been  expended  on  this  opera*^ 
tion,  they  did  not  overtake  the  caravan  until  the 
following  evening.  The  priiudpal  officers  irnmedi* 
diately .held  a  council^  b^ore  which  Jamea  aad  hit 
Russian  friend  were  examined  apart;  but  as  they 
both  strictly  adhered  to  one  story,  no  fault  could  be 
alleged  against  them :  on  the  contrary,  James  was 
highly  applauded  for  his  Jnunane  oondtact  After 
his  dismissal  from  the  examiaatiop,  the  officers  pco^ 
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ttmed  Allan  every  protection  in  their  power  during 
I3ie  joumey,  and  a  handsome  recompence  M^en  they 
arrived  at  Moscow. 

After  a  tedious  journey,  the  caravan  entered 
upon  an  immense  desert,  when  Allan  was  obliged 
to  subsist  upon  the  black  bread  and  oil  whidi  cott'* 
stituted  the  fare  of  the  Russians.  The  dismal 
wwte  now  before  them,  he  acknowledged,  depressed 
ins  spiixts  exceedingly ;  and  that  if  ever  he  saun- 
tered behind,  and  ceased  to  hear  the  sound  of  a  hu- 
num  voice,  a  sudden  dread  seized  his  whole  frame. 
Not  a  sound  of  any  description  saluted  his  &ix; 
diere  was  nothing  here  to  cheer  the  weary,  way* 
worn  imvdler — as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  all 
WW  a  dismal  blank — one  continued  tract  of  sand^ 
^wbicfa  seemed  at  last  to  join  the  borizon^  The 
croaking  of  the  raven,  or  the  dismal  notes  of  the 
'laid  of  n%fat,  would  here  have  been  more  grateful 
4o  his  ear  than  the  sweetest  sounds  of  music. 

One  morning,  after  the  march  of  the  caravan  bad 
commenced,  the  atmosphere  began  to  darken ;  when 
tiiose  who  had  been  in  the  practice,  oi  frequently 
^ittending  the  caravans  were  seized  with  dismay  at 
the  approadiing  danga*,  and  gave  such  orders  95 
tiiey  judged  likely  to  preserve  the  party  from  de^ 
structicm;  but  before  these  commands  *  could  be 
executed,   tiiey  were  enveloped  in   darkness  by 
.cloads  of  sand,  under  which  they  were  in  hnminent 
danger  of  being  buried.    The  motion  of  the  sand 
could  be  likened  to  nothing  but  that  of  a  tempes- 
tuous sea ;  and  the  noise  of  the  wind  that  drove 
and  agitated  It  was  terrific.     The  x>oor  Russians 
.beUowed  to  thdr  fSavourite  saints  for  protection; 
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and  Allan  was  perhaps  the  only  person  who  did  not 
increase  the  horrors  of  the  scene  with  loud  cries  and 
supplications,  although  he  confessed  that  the  fear  of 
death,  which  he  thought  inevitable,  struck  a  dread 
to  his  heart,  which  a  few  hours  before  he  )vould 
have  deemed  impossible.  The  storm,  however, 
abated  sooner  than  was  e1t{>ected,  when  both  the 
men  and  animals  appeared  in  a  most  woeful  plight 

The  cries  for  water  now  became  so  urgent,  that 
the  officers,  from  what  they  themselves  felt,  and 
the  fear  of  its  being  taken  by  force,  ordered  a  small 
quantity  to  be  served  out.  They  would  have  rested 
for  the  day  where  they  had  been  so  dreadfully  buf- 
feted by  the  tempest,  had  not  the  scarcity  of  water 
compdled  them  to  proceed  forward ;  but  the  sand 
was  so  soft  and  uneven,  that  little  progress  vn» 
made.  ' 

After  suffering  many  dreadful  privations,  and 
losmg  many  horses,  one  of  the  guides  gave  the  sig'p- 
nal  of  water  befaig  found.  Shouts  of  joy  were  in- 
fltantly  vociferated  by  the  whole  company.  Alkoi 
envied  those  who  happened  to  be  more  in  advance, 
as  he  dreaded  the  water  would  be  all  eonimmed  -be- 
fore his  wants  were  supplied ;  but  on  reaching  the 
q)ot,  he  found  that  his  fears  were  groundless^  as 
men  had  been  appointed  to  furnish  the  people  as 
they  arrived,  and  to  prevent  disorder.  The  first 
allowance  was  prudently  Emited  to  half  a  pint  each. 
The  heavy  aiid  gloomy  Russians  appeared  so  elated 
with  joy,  that  Allan,  for  the  first  time  «nce  they 
entered  the  desert,  struck  up  a  tun*  on  the  pipes^ 
which  had  such  an  effect  on  \us  fdlow-traveiers, 
that  many  of  them  commenced  jumping,  for  he  ob- 
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serv^  it  would  have  been  ridiculous  to  have  given 
their  uncouth  capers  the  name  of  dancing  * 

At  length  the  caravan  reached  Orenburg,  where 
it  was  to  remain  a  week,  to  ^ve  the  merchants  an 
opportunity  of  trafficking  with  the  inhabitants. 
Allan  thought  himself  too  rich,  from  the  cash  he 
had  made  at  Samarcaud,  to  follow  his  proper  voca^ 
tion ;  and  having  discovered  in  the  Russian  servant 
a  pliant  emlssaiy  in  any  dishonest  undertaking, 
they  went  to  a  remote  but  respectable  part  of  the 
town,  and  engaged  genteel  lodgings,  where  Allan 
Was  reported  to  be  an  Englishman  of  quality,  tra- 
velling in  disguise.  The  design  he  and  his  compa- 
nion had  in  view  was,  to  endeavoiu:  to  entrap  any 

however  refined  or  savage.  Bat  the*  precise  and  fiunnal  capers 
used  in  England  would  appear  tame  and  absmrd  to  the  natives  of 
Africa^  America/ and  Asia.  The  opnlent  and  volaptuous  Asiatics 
delight  in  dandng  exhibitions^  which,  to.  an  European,,  appear  ai 
onoe'  ^egant< and  indecent;  hot  the  dai^ees  of  the 'Russians  are 
both  ridiculously  uncouth  and  disgustingly  gross.  '  They  are,  how- 
ever, rapidly  adopting  the  European  mod^  of  dancing  j  but  in 
Kamtschatka  it  is  still  practked  in  all  its  native  simpl^oity.  M. 
Lesseps  saiys,  ''The  dance  appeared  to  me  to  be  that  of  savages. 
It  consisted  in  making  regular  movements,  or  rather  unpleasant 
and  diftcult  distortioQfl,  and  in  uttering  at  the' same  time  a  fcrced 
and  gutterai  sound,  like  a  continued  hioeough,  to  mark  the  time 
of  the  dr  sung  by  the  assembly,  the  words  of  which  itfe  frequently 
void  of  sense,-  even  to  a-Kamtschadale.  In  their  dadoes  they  are 
fond  of  imitatibg  the  different  animals  they  pursue,  such  as  the 
t^fftridge  and  ethers>  but  principally  the  bear.  They  represent 
its  sluggish'  and  stupid  gait,  its  di£Rerent  fe^lingi  and  situations^ 
as  the  young  ones  about  their  dam,  the  amorous  sports  of  the  male 
with  the  fedlale,  and  kstlf  *4tS'  agitation  when  puxvued."  In 
highly  civd&eS  countries^  dancing  ceaaists  in  giaceful  movcfbientiw 
ftidtable  to  slow  ^BfOi.  '  M 
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credukms  rich  female ;  but  their  scbeiae  proved  uiw 
successfuL 

In  passing  tfart>ugh  the  eart^m  dirtriot$  of  Russia, 
Alkn  found  .the  inhabitants  quite  indifferent  to  his 
music ;  and  all  hn.  little  savings  were  soon  exp^id* 
ed.*    On  arriving  at 'Moscow,  therd  was  great  re^ 


*  Xlid  indifference  with  which  the  Russfans  heard  Alhin's  music 
affords  a  curioiu  and  striking  instance  of  Jthe  correctnefls  of  thb 
surprising  narrative**  Stal^n^  who  resided  a  long  tine  in  Rnaila^ 
mnd  who  studied  with  attention  the  natieiial  nosic^  informa  uflb 
that  the  musie  which  prevaib  among  the  comipon  people  consista 
of  one  species  of  simple  melody^  «ipable  of  great  variation ;  and 
that  they  are  fonder  of  vocal  than  of  instrumental  music.  A  peo- 
ple so  defective  in  musical  science,  and  so  attached  to  their  own 
simple  native  airs,  could  not  therefore  be  supposed  to  listen  with 
pleascare  to  the  flHira  difficult  aad  oeoipUeMed  tonea  th«l  delist 
the  adndrans  of  haroMny  in  Burope. 

Aira^r  writer  says,  "  The  Bnsaian  muaic  ia  moie  usually  veeal 
tiian  instivBental.  Their  atoga  ase  simple  lyscitations,  anciei^  or 
nodem,  on  the  aubjeets  of  love,  nature,  and  tales  of  chivalry, 
giants,  and  heroes,  bngaenxLy  lewd;  and  their  ntelodiea  are  uai- 
fbrm  and  monoioaons^  bat  semetiniHi  sttAeieBtly  pleasing.  The 
Uttle  gioRpa^f  girls,  sitting  tagelher  in^  evening  and  singii^ 
afford  oHieb  anneenent*  The  ineet  oomplete  ¥ooal  moaie  is  that 
widdi  is  heard  in  their  ohntchea  on  Snndafs  and  holidays,  which, 
OS  the  cburch  allows  of  no  instrumental  nuMio  in  divine  worahip^ 
ia  performed  by  aiagers  eayioady  tau^it;»  and  immAf  bremi^t  from 
the  Ukraine,  tlie  tobatance  ia  BdfVQoian  poeti^ ;  the  notes  os^ 
expreased  by  pomts,  after  the  very  (Ad  Cushion,  fer  four  voioea. 
l%e  pveaent  dboral  music  is  moBtly  by  mottete.  The  most  amir 
men  inatninMsnt^  the  nataem  ia  the  cow-hocn,  which  is  a  kind  4)ir 
tsMnet,  of  jfrom  one  te  four  feet  in  length,  made  ef  wood  er  ^rae* 
bia^.  The  ^dak  is  a  miaerable  violin  with  three  sikrings:  the 
dnlica  consists 'Of  two  farallU  reed-pxpea,  eadi  with  three  holeq, 
differing  in  thek  notea  up  to-an\ootave^  so  that  the  hearer  ockur 
ceives  tlM  twn  ar^  playing  on  it.  *  The  lilek  ia  a  inminion  viHage 
^re;  and  the  valinka  a  diminutive  pair  of  ba0i^eB*    The  goarii  ii 
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jpuangs ;  9xA  aimotit  eveky  indiYidnaL  was  welcomed 
hy  his  ftAendt  send  JK^issintaiiees,  except  AUaii,  who 
was  «  stxaager  in  a  itrange  coaatry.  Haying  pr(v 
eiued  what  little  property  he  had  giyen  in  charge, 
induding  his  bagpipes,  headbed  die  offieeia  for  the 
sewaed  they  had  promised  him ;  what  he  was  refer- 
led  to  a  oolonel,  who  lived  in  Moscow  in  giest 
splOTdour.  But  thb  gentleman  h?d  been  attacked 
Iby  a  maligiiant  fever  just  befcxe  the  caravan  arrived, 
and  Allan  was  therefore  compelled  to  defer  his  ap- 
plscatkon. 

On  the  day  fiallowmg,  lie  met  bis  SLussian  eoio* 
panion,  whom  he  had  itot  seen  mnce  die  airivial  ^ 
the  camvan,  and  wha  expnessed  great  joy  at  meetii^ 
his  ddivccer^  .  fie  invited  AUan  to  aocompany  him 
to  the  lendeKvous  of  hb  fnendi,  all  choice  and 
merry  companicnB.  They  then  wsndesed  through 
different  rtveets  of  Hm  ^exJbmsiYe  citfi  aiid»  after 
dusky  descoided  into  the  eellar  c^  a  jboiise  thnt  s^ 
peat^  as  magn^Qoent  as  a  palacse.  Here  they 
gioped  through  sevend  dark  passages,  matEoi  the 
Rusnan  stopped,  aiid^  with  jsl  maaK  hatchet  tfas4;  he 
carried  in  his.  girdle,  tapped  agsinst  a  p^t.  A 
small  door  was  immediaiely  opened,  (through  wladch 
they  crept  on  their  hands  and  knees.  On  easitejwg 
the  apartment,  AUan  pipixwavied,  hy  the  li^  of  the 
lamps  haoQging  jagasnst  the  wsU,  jseventeen  aaen  And 
six  women  lyingraronnd  in  grenpfi.  They  all  jmined 

A,  IwrtMiital  harp  with  wiro^  plsyad  an  with  .the  fi^0eBEs,  and  ca* 
pable  «f  any  kind  of  music :  it  is  a  pleasing  instrument^  and  mu«h 
used;  and  so  is  likewise  the  comet  among  sailors  and  boatmen. 
The  sailors  alio  make  a  kind  of  jingling  noiae  with  two  bimehes  of 
little  beHsj  keeping  time  wifli  ^heir  music.'' 


164  .      LIFE  OF 

up;  and  Allan,  terrified  at  tibeir  h<mible.  visagn 
and  brawny  persons,  hung  prof usdy  with  'weapooft 
ef  destruction,  shrunk  back : .  but  on  his  conductpr 
speaking  to  them,  they  all  came  forward  in  suooeB-- 
sion,  and  embraced  him.  Soon  after,  a  plentiful 
meal  was  set  before  them ;  and  although  both  the 
place  and  company  stunk  in  Allan^s  nostrils,  yet 
hunger  gave  him  a  good  appetite*  A  kind  of  spirit 
was  next  handed  about,  of  which  the  company 
drank  liberally. 

When  the  drink  began  to  operate,  Allan's  com^ 
panien  explained  that  these  were  brave  men,  who 
disdained  labour  and  slavery ;  and  that  they  lived 
in  plenty  and  in  pleasure,  and  laughed  at  laws 
which  were  made  to  impose  upon  cowards.  A 
scene  of  drunkenness,  obscenity,  and  quarrelling 
soon  ensued,  diat  kept  Allan  completely  sober; 
and  he  wished  a  thousand  times  to  effect  his  escape : 
for,  though  he  had  no  principle  of  honesty,  yet  he 
was  no  way  indined  to  run  any  serious  risks,  or  to 
commit  any  cold-Uooded  outrages.  At  length,  the 
whdie  party  ^adually  sunk  into  a  ji^ofound  sleep ; 
when  Allan-  determmed,  if  possible,  to  effect  his 
escape,  fie  crept  softly  along  towards  the  door, 
and,  in  passing  some  heaps  of  valuable  plunder, 
would  willingly  have  appropriated  a  part ;  but  fear 
deterred  him.  He,  howeva*,  seized  a  dagger,  which 
might  be  useful  in  sdf-defence,  and  hid  it  in  his 
bosom.  After  long  and  various  trials,  he  succeeded 
in  opening  the  lock  of  the  door.  He  wound 
through  the  passages  as  quickly  as  possible,  but  dis« 
covered)  to  his  great  dismay,  that  the  outer  door 
jvas  strongly  fastened^    In  groping  about,  he  found 
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^  an  iron  h^t^  which  he  used  as  a  lever  to  force  it 
open.  A  few  minutes  after,  he  heard  voices  behind 
him ;  when  fear  and  despair  gave  him  almost  super- 
natural  strength,  and  with  one  desperate  effort  he 
overcame  all  resistanoe — ihe  door  flew  open,  and  he 
jumped  into  the  street :  but  a  party  of  soldiers  just 
l^n  turned  a  comer,  and  seized  him.  One  ot 
them  seemed  to  know  him ;  for,  on  speaking  to  an 
officer,  he  wa^  liberated.  On  looking  back,  he  saw 
the  soldiers  surround  the  house,  while  part  entered 
by  the  door  he  had  just  broken  open.  Allan  had 
seen  enough :  the  day  was  just  beginning  to  breaks 
and  he  hurried  to  the  opposite  part  of  the  city. 

Early  in  .the  morning,  he  saw  many  persons  en* 
tiering  into  a  grand  church.    He  resolved  to  foUow, 
and  to  observe  their  ceremonies ;  but,  while  leaning 
against  a  pillar  in  one  comer,  he  fell  fast  asleep,  and 
either  fell  or  lay  down.    When  roused,  he  roared 
out  most  lustily;  but  the  Russian  beadle  heeded 
not  his  cries,  but  applied  his  cudgel  with  such 
amazing  dexterity,  that  at  last  AUan  took  to  his 
heelst  a»d  with  some  difficulty  found  out  the  hovel 
where  he  lodged.    Being  without  victuals  or  mo- 
ney, and  the  bag  of  his  pipes  being  decayed,  he 
found  himself  in  rather  an  awkward  predicament 
in  a  strange  country.    However,  having  observed 
a  man  mending  pans  and  various  other  articles  in 
another  street,  he  resolved  to  solicit  his  assistance. 
He  accordingly  shewed  him  his  pipes,  and  by  signs, 
mixed  with  Russian,  English,  Tartar,  and  Hindos- 
tanie   words,   endeavoured   to   explain  what  was 
wanted;  but  when,  in  his  attempts,  he  used  a 
Gipsy  phrase,  the  man  looked  up  eamestly,  and 
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afiked  him  if  he  belonged  to  that  andent  tribe.* 
Th^  answer  was  satisfactoty ;  and  the  overjoyed 
Gipsy  packed  up  his  utensils^  and  carried  Allaii 
along  with  him  to  their  encampment)  about  two 
miles  beyond  the  suburbs  of  the  city« 

AUan  often  dedared  that  he  never  saw  a  m<N!e 
happy  or  a  richer  tribe.  The  party  consisted  of 
about  eighty  pensons^  who  lived  like  Tartars,  in  felt 
tents,  and  slept  in  cradles,  which,  during  winter^ 
were  used  as  sledges.  Close  to  the  tents  were  small 
enclosures,  containing  pigs,  poultry,  6cc  The  wo- 
men told  fortunes,  and  the  men  aicted  aa  tumem 
and  tinkers,  and,  on  account  of  their  nsefulliess, 
were  strictly  protected  by  government  Some  of 
the  young  men  performed  on  horns  and  other  noisy 
instruments,  while  the  girls  danced  at  entertain- 
ments in  the  houses  of  the  great.  But  t^ugh  they 
used  the  rude,  unharmonious  instrameirts  of  tibe 
country,  yet  they  mostly  possessed  good  ears,  and 
were  delighted  beyond  measure  with  Allan's  music 
on  the  pipes,  which  were  soon  and  neatly  re^Mtired. 
The  Gipsies  treated  him  like  a  broths:  they  en- 
treated him  to  live  amongst  them,  cSS&nt^  hun  a 


*  A  late  traveller  in  Russia^  ih  speaking  of  the  numerous  Gipsy 
ftmilies  in  that  empire^  hazards  a  curious  conjecture  respecting  the 
oiigki  H)i  tfan  singular  race.  He  oanceires  that  when  Jerusalem 
was  ssidced  by  the  Romans^  the  Jews  ted  in  Farioas  directioiHi> 
and  that  the  Gipsies  'are  part  of  the  desoeadasts  uf  that  prdifip 
people.  He  explains  the  reasons  why  the  wandering  Gipsies  are 
a  handsomer  people  than  the  Israelites  of  towns^  by  saying  that 
the  race  has  been  improved  by  intermarrying  with  Gentile  outlaws. 
Sut  the  language  and  various  habits  and  customs  of  die  Gipsies 
a^brd  a  coaqilete  arefatatioii  of  titis  npiaionf 
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wife^  a  horse,  and  a  tent;  but  when  be  thought  of 
home»  he  refused  all  these  tempting  offers*  though 
repeated  with  all  the  winning  smiles  of  a  handsome 
Gipsy, 

These  kind  Gipsies  introduoed  Allan   to  the 
houses  of  some  of  the  most  opulent  Armenian  and 
Jewish  merchantdj.  by  whom  he  was  liberally  re- 
warded for  his  musical  performances.    One  day,  he 
met  in  the  street  i^even  small  carts,  in  each  of  which 
were  two  miserable  wretches  that  had  just  received 
the  terrible  puni^ment  of  the  knout.     Most  of 
tfaesn  were  lying  stretched  upon  straw ;  but  those 
who  sftt  up  presented  the  most  hcnrrid  spectades. 
Pale*  haggard,  and  covelied  with  Uood — their  hos*- 
trils  torn  up  as  high  as  thar  eyes,  and  their  temples 
and  brows,  where  they  had  been  marked*  disfigt^red 
with  blood  and  gunpowder — altogether  produced  a 
moat  heart-aickening  effect.    Otae  of  the  auffeareis 
fii^ed  his  eyes  upon  Allan,  threw  back  his  caftan, 
and  exdaimed  in  English,  '^Ah!  thou  tief,  thou 
villain,  thou  traitor !— damn,  sir  !**    AUan,  on  recogr 
idzing  the  voice  of  his  Russian  fellow-traveller, 
shrunk  baek  in  terror  und  surprise.    A  Gipsy  who 
ai3Gompanied  hibi,  evidwtly  alarmed,  hurried  him 
out  of  the  crowd*  and  thm  enquired  into  the  mean- 
ing of  the  scene.    Allan  rdated  aU  that  he  knew  of 
the  Russian*  also  hpw  he  had  been  introduced  by 
him  to  a  party  of  banditti,  and  of  his  escape  from  a 
kind  of  subterraneous  fortress.     The  Gipsy  olv 
^rved  that  he  had  been  a  lucky  fellow*  for  the  po- 
lice and  military  bad  apprehended  the  whole  gang* 
part  of  whom  bad  been  killed  in  resisting,  and  that 
the  others  had  been  sentenced* to  the  knout  and 
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banishment  to  Siberia^  He  stated  fuHher,  that  ihe 
person  who  mhafoited  the  house  where  i;hey  assem- 
bled shared  iii  the  pkmder  they  obtained;  but  as 
he  was  brothet  to  the '  governor's  mistress,  he  had 
escaped  withoilt  punishment. 

This  occurrence  filled  Allan  with  fear  and  6lann, 
particularly  as  he  receired  ^  intimation  of  being 
watched  by  the  police,  ffjb  trembled  when  he 
thought  of  the  knout,  which  inhuman  punishment 
was  minutely  described.to  him  by  his  Gipsy  friends. 
At  leilgth,  however,  he  obtained  an  interview  with 
the  coloa[iel  to  whom  he  had  been  referred,  aftd  to 
him  he  related  all  the  eircumstances  of  finding 
and  burying  the  body  of  the  mmrdered  officer  in 
Tartary.  The  colonel  replied  that  he  had  acted 
with  great  propriety ;  that,  as  he  wished  to  go  to 
St.  Petersburgh,  where  his  deceased  friend's  brother 
«nd  sister  lived,  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  he  would 
be  properly  rewarded;  and  that,  if  he  warted  for 
two  days,  he  would  find  means  to  forward  him  to 
St  Petersbiu^gh. 

At  the  time  appointed,  he  took  leave  of  his  Gipsy 
friends,  and  proceeded  to  the  northern  capital  of 
Russia,  with  about  thirty  carriers  of  goods,  who 
were  constantly  employed  ^n  conveying  merchan* 
dise  on  horseback  in  summer,  and  on  sledges  in 
winter.  Allan,  like  the  others,  >rode  on  horseback ; 
and  as  they  rested  every  night  in  some  village,  the 
journey  was  rather  long  than  fatiguing.  He  fre- 
quently spoke  of  the  dirtiness  of  the  Russians,  and 
always  asserted  €hat  they  were  no  Christians,  and 
that  each  married  man  kept  a  houseful  of  wives, 
which  was  the  only  good  custom,  in  his  oplnioD, 
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that  he  observed  in  their  oountiy,*  When  he  ar, 
rived  at  St.  petersburgh,  he  had  hi«  bea«l  shaven, 
vfaidi  be  had  «uffered  to  grow  ftoth  the  time  of  his 
departure  from  Calcutta ;  and  havit^  dressed  him- 
sebT  in  the  best  manner  he  could,  he  presented 
himself  at  the  ho^s^  where  the  murdered  officers 
brother  lived.      .         .  • 

Here  Allan  wa^  received  with  the  greatest  kind- 
ness by  the  gentleman  and  his  sister,  bodi  of  whom 
ooutd  speak  English,  and  who  often  made  hith  re- 
peat his  adventures  on  the  journey  between.  Bengd 
and  St  PetersbuTgh.f    The  lady,  in  her  brother^s 


*  Allan  was  oertainlj  mistaken  on  tliis  subject;  but  be  may 
bave  been  misled  by  a  strange  custom  common  in  Russia,  tbouf^ 
Terj  repugnant  to  nature,  and  sbocking  to  British  feeling.  *'  Fa- 
thers marry  their  sons  to  some  blooming  girl  in  the  Tillage  at  a 
Tery  early  age,  and  then  send  the  young  men  either  to  I^jfosoow  or 
dt.  Petersburgfa  to  seek  employment,  leaving  their  bridies  a  few 
days  after  their  marriage  to  the  care  of  their  parents.  At  ,the  ex<« 
pirat^on  of  some  years,  when  the  son  returns  to  his  cottage,  he 
£nd»  himself  the  nominal  father  of  several  children,  the  ofisprin^' 
of  his  own  pibrent !  who  had  deemed  it  his  duty  thus  to  supply  the 
place  of  a  husband  to^the  young  wife.  This  is  dtUhe  all  over  Rus- 
sia, and  is  never  considered  a  hardship  by  the  paisties.  Indieed,,  so 
fo  from  it,  ihe  fashion  continues;  and  when  the  son  becomes  a 
resident  in  his  native  village,  if  he  havc^a  numerous  stock  thua 
raised  to  him,  he  marries  them  off,  sends  them  a  packing,  and  then 
enjoys  himself,  like  a  Turk  in  his  serisglio,  amongst  their  wites.**-^- 
Porter^ 8  Travelling  SielcKes  in^Russia,  vol*  t.  page  295. 

-  t  It  was  natiiral  foi*  a  wefi^Si^Med  genlleiDBBn  ip  be  mxiffoA 
respecting  ihe  manner  iii^hSch  an  obscure,  solhaiy,  and  unlettered 
in£vidnal  had  completfM  im  eht^rjnise,  which  #onld  have  immolr- 
^ized  a  scientific  ttavcSllr.  ;He  had  journeyed  nearly  4100  ttiiks 
dh  foot  without  inoii^v  ^r  'prot6^t(nr»— he  had  #andared  utiibitg^ 
peofde  of  the  xttoM  YdinMim  ana  n^hospitifUe  habiti^  venteeA  U^  ' 
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absence,  who  was  often  at  oourt,  endeavoured  to^ 
render  Allan's  visit  as  agreeable  as  possible ;  but  bi^ 
vanity  induced  him  to  midinteiwet*  her  motives^ 
and  he  fSmcied  she  was  enamoured  nfjth  his  per8(»i« 
Accordingly,  he  one  day  entered  a  summer-house 
into  which  she  had  retired,  an4  began  to  take  inde- 
cent liberties  with  her.  The  lady  treated  him  with 
proper  contempt,  and  called  a  servant,  whom  she 
ordered  to  see  Allan  out  of  the  house,  assuring  him 
that  her  brother  should  know  of  his  impudence,  and 
that  he  might  depend  on  receiving  the  punishment 
he  deserved, 

Allan  immediately  thought  of  the  dreadful  knout, 
and,  in  a  terrible  fright,  hastened  to  the  English 
Quay,  where,  after  much  enquiry,  he  found  the 
« 

rociouB  by  a  cruel  «wl  stupid  8uper9titioa«  and  jealous  by  the  un-. 
inrincipled  inroads  of  Christian  powers — ^he  had  trarersed  the  most 
stupendous  mountains^  crossed  rapid  and  dangerous  rivers^  and 
passed  through  extensive  and  terrifio  deserts — and  aU  this  he  had 
performed  with  an  unoonschms  kind  of  sang  froid^  whioh  the  phi*- 
ksopher  might  in  vain  hope  to  attain.  A  learned  traveller^  after 
passing  over  this  route,  would  have  presented  the  world  with  a 
most  instructive  and  amusing  volume;  but  even  our  wandering 
piper  was  no  incurious  observer,  or  he  could  not  in  his  old  age 
have  related  his  adventures  in  a  manner  so  admirably  circumstan- 
tial and  correct. 

The  learned  Mr>  Pinkerton,  hi  describing  Bucharia  and  the. 
eastern  shores  of  the  Caspian,  says,  *'  As  frequent'ouravans  pervade 
most  of  these  regions,  it  is  matter  of  surprise,  as  wdl  as  of  r^ret, 
that  no  European  traveller  has  explored  their  recesses,  and  that 
their  geography  remains  in  so  imperfsct.  a  egoditiott."  Perhaps 
Allan's  mode  of  travelling  may  afford  the  Eterati  some  useful  hints 
on  the  best  manner  of  exploring  strange  and  barbarous  countries. 
A  bi^pe  may  be  found  a  better  recommendation  than  a  royal 
nandatOj  and  the  ready,  adoption  of  all  local  customs  safer  thaa 
the  jisiudly  unbending  pride  of  European  adventurari^ 
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of  a  small  brig  which  Was  bound  for  Ostend. 
He  WM  a  Dutchman,  and  could  speak  English  well. 
His  vessel  Wafr  lying  at  Cronstadt,  ready 'for  sea, 
and  he  engagjIiA  to  get  AUan  passed  as  one  of  his 
crew;  on  which  he  gladly  stepped  into  the  boat 
Hmt  was  waiting  to  convey  the  captain  on  boax^  his 
vessel  *      * 


cHAPTEk  xin. 

ABm  toilMiki  at  CfOOiCi^t— BActf  of  Motie-^HaiiMUW  AdloD— Gmitttde-*. 
iUmti  at  OtUBd— Ho^iliUe  Vilhgwli  Intrigiia^-OT^i..»Tg8mMiad.  Into 
the  Fraocb  Service— Serere  Dnty'— A  ProCeitent  Ta])Dr-«-CimDing  and  Cupidi^ 
— Dewiii    Apprehended  on  Suspicion— Sut  to  the  Irish  Br^ade. 

On  arriving  at  Cronstadt,  the  custom-house  offi^ 
<;ers  Were  so  strict,  that  Allan'  was  on  the  point  of 
bdng  arrested  forwent  of  a  proper  passport;  but 
as  the  caption  had  been  for  some  time  employed  in 
carrying  certain  stores  to  the  imperial  dock-yard, 
his  influence  at  length  prevailed,  and  the  ofll6erB 
waived  their  objections. ,  When  at  sea;  Allatt  liegan 
to  reproach  himself  for  his  thoughtless  and  oUprin-i 
dipled  conduct,  by  which  he  had  again  Mdticed 
4iimself  to  great  poverty ;  for  most  of  the  tnoney 
^ven  to  him  by  the  Russian  gentleman,  he  had  et- 
pended  in  bad  company,  and  had  now  barely  what 
^  was  -sufficient  to  pay  liis  passage.  He  concluded 
l»s  reflections  by  resolving*  to  try  what  eflfeet  his 


m 

\ 

pipes  woujd  have  an  the  generosity  of  tikie  Mslopcf. 
On  going  upon  ^leek  the  following  4ay,  l^e  obfserved 
the  crew  lounging  about,  as  the  ship  wa«  h^^oalmed. 
He  seised  this  opp€H*tunity,  and,  withcHil;  intro&ue- 
tion,  took  out  his  pipes  and  sWck  np,  '*r^  ^mtf* 
noe  mmr  to  ym  TwmC  wheik  th0  tt^/^ry  creWt 
which  chi^y  consisted  of  vFVenMimen,  h^an  tp 
dance,  and,  had  not  the  master  exerted  his  autho* 
rity,  the  husmess  of  the  ship  would  have  been  neg- 
lected :  yet,  at  all  leisura  hours,  he  was  the  first  to 
join  in  the  dance. 

During   the  voyage,   an  accident  occurred    by 
which  AUan  gained  the  captain's  esteem  and  grati- 
tude.   He  had  a  son  on  board  that  officiated  as 
cabin-boy,  who  was  amusing  himself  on  the  deck 
with  a  large  dog,  and  was  tantalizing  the  amnral 
tvith  a  piece  of  beef ,  when  it  made  a  sudden  spring 
at  the  meat,  and  threw  the  youth  overboard.     Al- 
Ian  happened  to  be  below ;  but,  on  hearing  an  un- 
common bustle,  he  sprang  upon  4^k,  aqd  bbi^^virig 
Ithe  boy  struggling  iif  the  water  a  good  way  as^tem 
of  the  ^p,  he  plunged  into  the  sea,  reached  the 
yo^th,  who  was  nearly  lifeless,  apd  supported  him 
>l)boye  water  tUl  the  bpftt  arrived.    '^  usmg  prap^ 
Wffm^  afliinjation  vm  re$jtoned,  amd  in  ^  few  houils 
the  hoy  was  perfeqt^y  recovered 
:    Xh^^^^^s  ^  the  father  and  son  to  Allan  vret^ 
jUPlyHlvded;  he  w<a4  no  longer  allowed  to  ri^maln 
iui  th(e  hidf-ded^  amcmg  the  sailors,  but  was  taken 
intcithe  cabin,  where  every  attention  was  paid  to 
rcifi4er  his ' situi|t|on  agreeable  during  liie  passage; 
and  when  the  vessel  arrived  at  Ostend»  he  was  con- 
4acted  to  iht  master^s  houses  aod  treated  with  the 
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utmoiil  kiiidnefis.    Instead  pf  hetiog  charged  the  sti- 
pulat^  mm  for  his  pass^gey  }\e  r^petved  -a^gented 

AQfm  ii^tsQd^  to  i^tum  to  Eqgltfid,  l>ut  «q^1^ 
K^  tb«A  ]^^ure  ^.{kas^e ;  and  it  struck  bim  that 
his  pipe-mode  might  meet  with  encourageinent  in 
$>pi]^,  whijch  o<>Hnfiy  he  had  a  strong  inclination 
4q  nmt.  He  commimioated  his  design  tp  the  capp 
twi,  who  jCQiiCun:^  in  the  same  opinion^  but  ^d- 
vi|9pd  him,  ixnord^  to  eitf^w^  success^  to  learn  a  Uttk 
of  the  Fraush  language^  and  to  avoid  large  ditie$ 
until  .^is  was  accomplished.  Leaving  this  friendly 
aod  grateful  family;  he  departed  and  travelled  to^- 
wards  Gh^nt  When  he  had  arrived  near  that 
jdaqe,  h^  observed  a  pleasant  village  about  a  mil^ 
fyom  th^  main  road ;  and  as  it  was  the  time  of  har** 
yest,  he  expected  4bat  his  musical  strains  would  be 
aeceptabie  to  the  reapers;  or,  if  that  speculation 
failed,  he  d^etermined  to  try  bis  fortune  at  Ghent. 
He  might,  indeed,  easily  hf ir«  found  employment 
at  the  harvest ;  but,  like  others  of  his  class,  he  in- 
variably avoided  labour. 

It'  was  eveninjr  when  he  reached  the  villaxre, 
.v^  .  nuipb^  of  the  inhabitants  were  reZ% 
under  shady  trees,  after  the  fatigues  of  the  day, 
whilst  the  youth  of  both  sexes  weare  amusing  them* 
selves  at  various*  sports^.  James  seated  himself  in  a 
convenient  situation,  and  struck  up  on  the  pipes 
the.  old  Northumberland  tune  of  *'  Saw  ye  the  KaU 
ccmng  ?'*  He  was  socm  encircled  by  a  crowd,  who 
seemed  to  listen  with  admiration  to  the  end  of  the 
tune ;  and  on  his  beginning  a  second,  both  old  and 
young  join^  in  the  dance  with  great  ga^^ty.    Their 
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merriment  continued  till  the  moon^  yAdA  was 
youijig^  d^ued  them  %ht,  when  the  sport  wair  ze* 
luctantly  relinquished.  A  respectable  fiEffmer  in^ 
vited  the  musician  to  his  house,  and  regaled  •him 
with  a  supper  and  excdlent  wine^  and  also  fumidied 
him  with  lodgings  for  the  night* 

Early  on  the  fdlowing  mpnting,  some  of  the 
principal  villagers  called  at  th^  larm^s  house  where 
Allan  lodged,  accompanied  by  an  Irish  girl,  who 
had  been  several  years  in  Flanders.  As  interpreter, 
she  informed  Allan  that  it  was  the  earnest  wish  of 
the  inhabitants  that  he.  would  continue  amongst 
them,  and  that  they  promis^  to  support  him  in  a 
liberal  mannen  As  this  ot£et  coinckled  with  his 
wishes,  he  readily -consented ;  but  first  made  his  fur ' 
negodator  promise  that  she  would  instruct  him  in 
the  French  language,  to  n^ich  die  wiUh^ly  agreed. 
When  she  had  reported  the  success  of » her  mission, 
Allan  was  furnished  \^ith  money  to  siiprport  him  for 
a  week,  :iMid,was  provided  with  lodgings.  Here  he 
spent  his  tipjft  in  the  most  agreeabk  manner^  having 

'  ^  Ck>ld8iiiit]i>  it  is  said,  made^he  grand  tonr  of  Sarope  with  his 
Ante  in  hia  liand;  and  his  adventureftare  relatid  by  George,  In  fab 
celebrated  novels  The  Vita^  of  Wakefield  ''  I  had.  somid  know* 
ledge  of  muaiCf"  aays  he,  '^  with  a  tolerable  voic^  and  now  turned 
what  was  once  my  amusement  into  a  present  means  of  subsistence. 
I  passed  among  the  harmless  peasants  of  Flander^  and  among 
su'di  of  the  French  as  )firore  poor  enough  to  be  meny  ^  for  I  ever 
found  thenr  merry  in  propwtion  t^  thttr  wants.  Wkenever  I  ap- 
proached r  peasant's  house  towards  night-fEdl,  I  played  qn^of  my 
most  merry. tune^  and  that  procured  me  not  only  a  lodging,  but 
subsistence  for  the  next  day.  I  ouce  or  twice  attempted  to  play* 
for  people  of  fashion ;  but  they  always  thought  my  perfbrmanoe 
iodiottSj  and  never  rewarded  me  ereii^VilJi  a  trife." 
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only  to  play  in  the  evenings,  after  the  rurtics  isnad 
finkhed  their  work,  and  on  the  Sunday  afternoons^ 
on  wMch  day  every  individual  contributed  towards 
his  support,  i^faich  amounted  to  a  sviia  more  than 
adequate  to  supply  all  his  wanto.  In  tiiie  mean  time, 
he  did  not  neglect  to  attend  his  instructress  at  all 
oonveDient  opportunities,  and  profited  so  much  by 
her  conversation,  that  in  a  few  weeks  he  was  enabled 
to  enter  into  shortt  dialogues  with  the  villagers. 

As  Allan  through  life  was  remarkably  fond  of 
intrigue,  he  had  in  this  place  ample  scope  for  grati- 
fying his  favourite  -propensity;  but  inddents  of 
this  sort,  which  he  always  ^related  with  peculiar 
pleasure,  unless  materially  connected  Ivith  his  ad-^ 
ventures,  are  omitted.  It  isi  however,  expedient  to 
insert  tht  following,  as  it  was  the  cause  of  his  leav- 
ing this  easy  and  ddfightful  situation. 

.<  The  principal  gentlefnan  of  the  village,  who  was 
pa&t  the  meridian  of  life,  had,  a  little  time  before 
Allan's  arrival,  married  a  beautiful  young  girl,  but 
who  beiilg  poor,  his  relations  were  hottile  to  their 
union.  The  lady  was  passionately  fond  of  music, 
ai]d,  probably  from  novelty,.was  very  partial  to  the 
ppes,  from  the  moment  she  heard  James  play  ''  Up 
and  waur  thmn  a\  WfUie.*"  T<f  gratify  his  wife,  the 
fond  husband  frequently  invited  Alls^  to  his  house 
to  play,  and  always  paid  him  handsomely.     ,^ 

.  It  did  not  appear  that  this  gentleman  waa  haunted 
by  the  "  green-eyed  monster,"  or  he  would  not  have 
left  his  wife,  as  was  frequently  the  case,  in  company 
with  a  man  whose  character  and  principles  he  was 
totally  unacquainted  with;  for,  whenever  he  bad 
business  to  transact  abioad,  AUan  was  sent  for  to 
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imhm  the  lady,  so  tliat  iie  frequently  spent  ifrhiAe 
isiyn  in  ber  company.  He  took  adinahtage  of  thia 
sidnlgehce ;  and  the  inexperienced,  rdmahtic  yacm^ 
womaSY  fell  an  easy  prey  to  the  designing  mmtasn^ 
This  criminal  interbonse  iras  contioraed.  for  some 
#eeks,  as  he  supposed,  with  impenMndble  Seetiesy ; 
but  one  of  this  female  domestics  had  observe  some 
ciremnsrtittices  wfaid)  caused  tier  to  lu^pect  tfasst  her 
master,  whom  she  redpeeted,  Was*  p&troni^irig  aii 
unprincipled  and  ungrateful  nian.  &he,  however, 
determined,  by  a  strict  observatibTi,  to  ascertan 
Whether  her  ^uspidtms  Wete  well  grounded, or  Inot, 
bef(»^  die  mentioned  the  affair.  She  had  hot  long" 
to  watch  before  she  was  fully  convince  (rf  their 
justness.  When  she  reported  her  observations  to 
fai^f  m»ister,  thttt  gentleman,  who  cfMMained  tiie 
highest  opinion  of  his^ndfe's  virtue,  flew  into  ajtio^ 
letrt  psisslon ;  and,  itfstead  of  thanSts^nd  rewards,  as 
this  dSomestic  probabty.  expected,  she  was  instantly, 
dismissed  ftotrt  his  j^resence,  with  orders  to  leave  hia 
Service  iniinediately. 

.  No  sooner,'  howevfeif,  had  the  servant  quitted  the 
house,  aAd  hi^  pasSioA  become  mo^rate,  than  he^ 
began  to^  weigh  ^tlie  tt^aSt^  when  a  numbei^  of  ind-* 
detota  occurred  to  Ms'mind,  whic&  before  had  passed 
ttnnoticed :  yet  though  thei^e  was  no  evidence  $ufll- 
dently  strong  to  pmve  the  guSi  of  hitf  b^oved  wife, 
he  4bterunned  t6  b6  upotv  the  alert ;  and  as  ^he  was 
lA^^nt  cm  a'  viiiit  when  l^e  Servant  was  dismissed, 
fi*  thought,  it  prudent,  in  order  to  further*  fiis  de- 
figh'tb  giv6  aihother  ie|[^  for  her  absence,  and* 
#Mch  bSkrifew" the 'Servants  durst  Abt  cohtradiibt,^ 
fest  "they  &6  shohid  incmr  .Ms  resentment.  •' 
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*Tfae  gendemansent  for  Allan  to' fiis-kouse  as 
usual,  but  seldom  left  him  aloiis  with  his  wife^  ^and 
TiaiTowly  watched  their  t»nduct,  without  being  'dWe 
,to  discover  any  thing  to  confirm  the  information  he 
liad  reoetvedrso  that  he  was  on  the  point  of  re- 
turning to  his  former  'haints  of  .confidence,  and 
transacting  his  busmees  abroad.  But  the  *^lady^ 
weary  tjf  the- restraint  lier  husband's  presenee^neees- 
safily  Imposed  upon' her,  hinted  to  him,  with  seem- 
ingly sincere  afiection,  that  it  was  unkind  in  him 
not  to  visit  his  relations.  As  he  w^s  positive  that 
Hhe  hated 'i;liem;  the 'almost  -extinguished  spark  of 
jealousy  was  again  kindled  in  his  ^bosom^  *but  he 
tsubdued  his  feelings,  and,  anxious  to  be  convinced 
t)f  her  guilt  or  innocence,  departed  the  following  - 
morning.  As  liis  friends  resided  9ita  considerable 
distence, '%e -said  that  hefiftioiild  be  at  l^ast  ten  days 
absent ;  but  instead  of  proceeding,'he^spent  the  day 
at  the  house  of  a  ndghbouring  farmer,  andretumeS 
to  his  home  about  midnight.  As  he  had  provided 
him&elf  with  a  key, -he  entered  Wjthout: disturbing 
any  of  the  inmates.  His  wife's  apartment  was  on 
the  ground  floor,  the  door  of  which  he' found  Ipek*^ 
ed:  he  Imocked  several^  times  without  receiving 
any  answer,  and  at  length  forced  it  open.  0»  en- 
tering, a  man  was  in^the  act  of  escaping  out  <)f  the 
window,  whofti  he  pursued  with  the  utmost  speedy 
but  lost  sight  of  him  near  the  bottom  of  the  garden. 

On  discovering  a  door.. open  which  led  into  the 
fields  thift  darted  the  garden,  and  having  tio  doubt 
of  the  offender  being  A!1^,  he  without  hesitation 
hurried  to  his  lodging,  but  was  greatly  surprised  to 
heardthat  he  had  retired  ^early^to  bed,  4ior  wa«  theve 
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a  possibility  of  his  leaving  the  apartment  wiiheut 
alarming  the  family;  and  to  convince  the  gentler 
man  of  the  truth  of  what  they  asserted,  he  was 
conducted  to  Allan's  room,  who,  having  entered  by 
his  window,  appeared  to  be  in  a  sound  sleep.  Ha 
seemed  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  musician  was  in- 
nocent, but  retired  vowing  vengeance  against  his 
wife  and  her  tmknpwn  paramour,  and  returned 
home  more  enraged  than  before,  at  having  exposed 
the  afihir  without  detecting  the  offender. 

He  re-entered  hi3  dwelling  by  the  same  way  he 
had  so  hastily  left  it,  but  was  surprised  to  find  the 
house  in  perfect  tranquillity.  He  examined  tha 
bed ;  but  no  person  seemed  to  have  sl^t  in  it  that 
night.  He  next  proceeded  up^  stairs,  when  hia 
heavy  tread  alarmed  the  man*servant,  who,  coming^ 
out  of  his  room,  seized  his  master  by  the  throat, 
and  a  scuffle  ensued,  when  the  lady  arrived  with  9 
light  She  appeared  to  have  that  instant  left  her 
bed,  and,  with  well-feigned  surprise,  clasped  hec 
husband  in  herargm*  He,  however,  -  pushed  her 
violmtly  from  him,  and  bestowed  upon  her  many 
just,  but  dii^raceful  epithets:  but  shf  played  her 
part  to  admiration,  and  brought  forward  that  power* 
ful  auxiliary,  an  hysteric  fit,  in  which  she  continued 
for  some  time,  supported  by  th^  man-«ervant  f 
whilst  her  confidential  maid  entered  into  a  detail, 
respecting  a  suspicious  ^person  having  been  seen 
lurking  in  the  (Ht^hard  during  the  afternoon,  which 
had  so  alarmed  her  mistress,  that  she  durst  not 
sleep  in  her  own  chamber,  and  had  taken  part  ol 
her  bed,  in  the  attic  story.-  This  relation  was  given 
in  such  a  simple  and  artless  xnanner,  as  staggered 
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&6  g^tletnan's  belief  as  to  his  wife's  guilt  He 
was  fuithef  convinced  of  her  innocence  on  missing 
randiy  Taluabie  ^ides  which  were  removed  from, 
the  room  whence  the  man  had  escaped ;  and  find- 
mg  aii  excellent  time-piece  at  the  outside  of  the 
window,  he  no  longer  doubted  the  iTuth  of  the 
servant's  assertion* 

He  now  returned  to  his  wife,  who  appeared  to  be 
itecovering  from  her  fainting  fit»  but  who  in  reality 
had  been  in  dreadful  suspense  lest  the  investigatioh 
he  was  making  below  should  fail  to  establish  her 
purity.  He  spoke  to  her  in  the  most  soothing 
manner,  and  craved  her  forgiveness  for  having  so 
hastily  and  falsely  accused  her. 

Allan  learned  these  circumstances  some  time 
afterwards  fit)m  the  man-servant,  who  had  enlisted 
into  the  French  service,  and  who  confessed  that  he 
had  been  extravagantly  rewarded.  But  although 
lokBtters  had  been  so  ingeniously  arranged,  Allan 
Was  not  free  from  apprehension.  Next  day,  how^ 
ever,  on  meeting  the  injured  gentlen^an,  he  rallied 
him  on  the  unceremonious  visit  he  had  paid  him^ 
declaring  his  resoluti(»i  never  again  to  enta*  the 
house  of  a  man  who  could  entertain  such  unjust 
^suspicicms.  Allan  was  uncommonly  clever  in  as- 
suming all  the  confidence  of  conscious  innocence,—* 
«a  mancBuvre*ih  which  all  Gipsies  exceL 

Having  packed  up  his  necessaries,  he  saun* 
tered  across  the  country  towards  Brussels,  subsist- 
ing on  the  scanty  offerings  he  received  from  those 
who  Ustened  to  his  music.  On  reaching  a  larg^ 
village,  a  drunken  smith  invited  him  into  a  misera*^ 
ble  public  house.    Here  he  m^  a  merry  party,  who 
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pressed  hiin  to  drink ;  and,  from  fatigue  dncF  ^want^ 
of  victuals*  he  soon  became  intoxicated,  and  £ellr 
aslecfp.  When  he  awoke,  he  was  seized  by  a  feyfr- 
French  soldiers,  who  affirmed  that  he  had  inliated^ 
into  their  corps.  Though  mortified  at  being  duped^ 
yet  he  blamed  himself  for  advancing  up  the  coimtxy 
when  the  French  and  A4istrians  were  at  war  ^rlth 
England.  Had  he  known  this  when  he  landed  at 
Ostendv  he  would  have  suffered  any  privation  Ia 
ixden  to  obtain  a  passage  to  his  native  country ^^ 

He  was  immediately  marched  off;  and,  after  tra- 
velling about  ten^  miles^  they  overtook  a  strong' 
party  of  military,  with  about  fifty  poor,  miserable^ 
scarecrow  looking  recruits;  They  w^re  tied  toge-^ 
ther  by  strong  cords,  and  led  like  animals  going  to 
a  fain  He  was  presently  joined  to  about  twelve  o£ 
the  most  ragged  fellDws*  he  eyer  saw ;  and  often  did 
he  declare  that  his  pride  was  more  hurt  by  being 
joined  to  such  a  vUe  associaticm,  than  his  fears  were 
excited  by  being  dragged  into  the  ranks  of  a  foreign 
army.  He  recollected  of  passing  through  Nanaur, 
and  of  resting. three  days  at  St  Hubert,  after  whicb 
they  marched  without  intermission  until  they  reach-i 
ed  Rheims. 

Here  Allan  was  attached  to  a  regiment  composed 
of  Irishmen,  Flemings,  Germans,  and  a  few  French, 
He  was  drilled  severely,  and  found  his  pay  scarcely 
sufficient  to  support  nature ;  but  the  hopes  of 
escaping  kept  him  from  sinking  into  a  state  of  des* 
pondency.  He,  however^  fdt  much  vexation,  and 
grief  at  the  hardships  which  he  now  endured,  and 
fiequentiy  wandered  to»  an^  obscure  quarter  of  the 
dty,  to  contrive  some  method  of  escape* 
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Kear  this  place  resided  a  tailor,  who  kept  a  small' 
^th&Pf  and  who  in  his  youth  had  visited  England, 
where  he  married.    His  wife  had  converted  him  to 
the  Protestant  religion,  which  he  CBxeivJly  concealed 
from  his  countrymen.     Allan  became  acquainted 
with  these  people,  with  whom  he  occasionaUy  dined, 
and  at  length  discovered  their  sentiments  to  be  op- 
posed to  the  Catholic  faith.     Seizing  upon  tiiis 
circumstance,  he  represented  himself  also  as  V  Fro* 
testant,  who  had  been  genteelly  educated  in  Edin- 
burgh ;   but  that   bis  father  was  a  Catholic,   an 
adherent  of  the  Stuart  family,  and  an  officer  in  the 
French  service :  that  on  joining  his  father  at  Paris, 
agreeably  to  his  orders,  be  found  himself  threatened, 
abused,  and  ill  treated,  ;on  account  of  his  change  of 
religion;  but  resolving  not  to  submit,  he  fled  to- 
wards Flanders,  from  whence  he  expected  to  escape 
to  England,  where  his  mother  had  many  rich  Fn>* 
testant  friends,  who  would  provide  for  hkn;  but 
when  near  Charleroi,  he  was  arrested  for  not  having 
a  regular  passport,  and,  as  he  refused  to  give  an 
account  of  himself,  he  was. sent  to  be  a  soldier..    He 
added,  that  if  he  could  procure  a  disguise  to  fiacili- 
tate  his  escape,  he  would  remit  from  England  a 
sum  of  money  that  would  be  a  snug  fortune  for  a 
poor  man. 

After  due  deliberation  between  the  tailor  and  his 
wife,  he  was  promised  a  genteel  disguise  at  the  end 
of  two  days.  At  the  appointed  time,  he  appeared, 
and  was  dressed  in  a"  good  suit.  He  then  demanded 
the  loan  of  a  certain  sum  of  money,  without  which 
the  doaths  were  of  no  use ;  but  the  tailor  laughed, 
observing  that  this  was  not  included  in  the  bargain. 
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"Then,  sir,"  tsad  ABan,  with  a  stem  countenance, 
"  I  shall  denounce  you  as  a  tedtor  to  your  king  and 
our  most  holy  religion.  Look,  sir,  to  this.  Here 
are  your  doatii^  the  evidences  <^  your  guilt ;  and 
as  they  are  c^  no  use  to -me  without  mmiey,  I  will, 
thus  equipped,  appear  before  my  txAtxiel,  and  yoa 
may  justly  tremble  for  your  conduct."  The  af- 
fii^ted  tailor  and  his  wife  fell  upon  their  knees, 
and  with  tears  implored  his  forbearance.  "  Money ! 
money !"  exclaimed  Allan,  in.  answer  to'  erery  a^u- 
ment  and  to  every  prayer ;  when  the  simple,  wdl- 
intentioned  pair  produced  forty  livres,  with  wludi 
Allan  stalked  out  of  the  house,  Indding  them  inre- 
wdl,  and  exhorting  them  to  hold  fiim  to  the  Pro- 
testant faith,  with  a  look  o£  the  most  imp^iebahle 
hypocrisy. 

He  then  went  to  a  place  where  countrymen  ren- 
dezvoused with  their  carts,  and,  after  Bome  time, 
agreed  with  a  fellow  who  brought  hay  into  the  city, 
to  allow  him,  for  five  livres,  to  he  at  the  bottom  of 
his  cart^  which  was  to  be  partly  laden  with  wood 
fw  f  ueL    By  this  contrivance,  he  got  safely  without 
the  gate  of  the  city,  which  wa&  narrowly  watched 
by  soldiers.    After  riding  thus  about  five  miles,  he 
was  extricated  from  his  unea^  position  l^  the  cart- 
man,  and  immediately  left  the  road,  and  took  a 
route  across  the  country,  being  determined  to  enter 
Flando^  and  then  to  trust  to  his  good  fortune. 
night  he  travelled  at  the  utmost  pitch  c^  his 
1 ;  and  when  the  morning  dawned,  seeing'  smne 
68  near  him,  he  resolved  to  conceal  himsdf  du- 
the  day  in  a  small  wood,  though  be  fdt  hungry, 
was  exhausted  with  fi^gue. 
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After  sleeping  amongst  some  long  grass  at  the 
foot  of  a  tree  mitil  about  noon,  he  was  roused  by 
two  m^Q,  whom  he  found  shaking  him.  He  asked 
what  they  wanted,  when  they  repHed  his  company 
to  dinner,  for  that  was  a  cold,  uncomfortable  bed- 
chamber which  he  had  chosen.  Being  two  decent 
looking  men,  he  arose,  thanked  them  for  their  kind- 
ness, and  expressed  his  willingness  to  accompany 
them«  Aft^  walking  about  a  mile,  they  ascended 
a  steep  sandy  hill ;  wh^  AHaa,  to  his  utter  con- 
stanation^  saw.  an  encampment  of  troops  ifii  the 
vaU^  beneath.  He  looked  at  hits  companions,  who, 
seizing  his  arms,  said,  **  Surely  you  are  not  afraid  of 
^oldi^rs."  As  many  men  were  lying  on  tibe  ground 
veiy  near  them,  Allan  put  a  good  face  on  the  mat- 
ter, and  expressed  himself  delighted  with  the  beau^ 
tiful  si^t.  But  bR  would  not  do ;  the  reward  for 
apfNrehending  a  deserter  was  not  to  be  despised,  and 
he  was  hurried  to  the  head-quarters.  Here  a  well-- 
invented  stc»ry  was  di$betie¥ed,  as  he  could  give  no 
rational  excuse  for  having  his  hair  cut  in  the  mili^ 
tary  faidiicm;  and  he  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the 
Irish  Brigade,  which  formed  part  of  the  troops  in 
the  camp  <»f  Soissons,  near  to  whidi  place  it  was 
formed. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

ISifect  of  the  Pipes  on  a  Scotch  Jacobite— The  Scene  becomei  more  flattering— 
March  to  join  the  French  Armjr— Desertion— Appiehenfum  and  Trial-— Stnnge 
Prq^fali?e  in  Death— CneKpected  Pardon— Second  Deeertion— -Interview  wiA 
a  Hermit— Joins  the  English  Army— Foraging — Battle  of  Minden— HeroiBni 
of  a  Serjeant— >Feiiia]e  Creduiity— Arrival  in  England. 

Here  again  Allan  suffered  much  from  hunger 
and  hard  duty ;  while  the  precautions  taken  to  pre- 
vent desertion,  and  the  severe  punishments  inflicted 
upon  offenders,  seemed  to  render  his  ease  hopeless. 
Being  one  day  overcome  with  melancholy  reflec- 
tions, he  suddenly  seized  his  pipes,  which  he  had 
long  carefully  concealed,  and,  sitting  down  at  the 
tent  door,  began  to  play  the  plaintive  Highland  air 
of  ^^Lochaber  no  more  J*  An  officer,  who  was  pass- 
ing, stopped  to  listen,  and,  when  he  had  finished, 
asked,  in  a  Scottish  accent,  if  he  was  a  Scotchms^. 
^^No,*"  replied  Allan,  *^I  am  a  Northumbrian."—^ 
'**Tis  all  one,"  said  the  officer;  ♦'your  countrymei 
are  a  loyal  and  brave  people,  and  fought  nobly  for 
their  le^timate  king  against  the  Elector  of  Hano- 
ver." On  which  he  threw  to  James  a  huts  d^or^ 
end  walked  on. 

Allan  and  his  comrades  had  now  a  glorious  feast ; 
and  as  he  was  next  day  sent  for  to  play  to  the  offi- 
cers while  at  dinner,  the  scene  began  to  brightai. 
He  was  not  only  liberally  pdd  for  his  exertions, 
but  also  tempted  from  duty  on  those  days  that  he 
attended  upon  the  officers  of  his  regiment  While 
thus  enjoying  ease  and  comfort,  they  were  ordered 


to  join  the  army  opposed  to  the  English ;  but  Allan 
formed  a  determined  resolution  not  to  fight  against 
his  countrymen,  but  to  desert  and  join  them  at  the 
risk  of  his  life. 

Allan'^  regiment  was  ordered  'to  "join  the  fight 
wing  of  the  French  army^  commanded  by  the 
Duke  de  Broglio ;  and  as  Che  English  were  retreat- 
ing in  every  directiGn,  a  juUetion  was  tiot  formed 
.until  this  divisidn  hsid  encamped  'between  Hans^ 
lyergen  and  Minden,  whi£h  last  place  had  just  been 
taken  by  aissault»  and  in  which  the  JB^^nch  found 
immense  mibgrazines  of  hay  and  com. 

AIUB  STg  fo™«d  L  m^  «<i»ai„t«,« 
with  one  Patrick  Murphy,  a  gay^  thoughtless,  and 
hold  Irisfimtfn,  they  here  agreed  to  desert  togetherl 
Having  at  night  passed  i;he  outposts  in  safety,  and 
supposing  they  were  then  free  ffom  danger,  they 
walked  ^beeif ully  on  towards  the  British  lines ;  but* 
in  the  midst  of  their  fancied  security,  and  whilst 
^Drigrattdatiog  each  other  on  their  escape^  they  were 
fmexpe^tedly  stu^ounded  and  made  .prisoners  by  i 
French  ji^lrcA,  anck  conducted  back  to  the  canfip. 

The  offiie^r  of  the  party  tiext  nyiming  reported 
tiiton  as  deeferters  io  the  Duke  de^roj^io;  and  ft 
court  AUurtial  being  assembled,  they  were  brought 
to  trial.  After  the  witnesses  against  them  l)ad  been 
examined,  Junes  was  called  inpoia  for  his  defence^ 
who  thus  ^dressed  the  court : — "  Genflemen,  I  do 
not  Uame  you  for  bringing  t»  to  trial — ^strict  disci^ 
pfine  drafieoids'  it;  but  the  uniform  good  usage 
"WYAdh  we  have  receited  in  the  FVench  service 
would  render  us  the  most  ungrateful  of  men,^  had 
we  harboared  a  thought  of  desi^rting.    It  is  inat 

2  A 
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we  were  found  without  the  prescribed  limits  of  the 
camp;  but  the  reason  of  that  I  can  satisfachmly 
account  for.  Yesterday,  we  unfortunately  got  ac- 
quainted with  two  young  women,  whom  we  agreed 
to  meet  at  twelve  at  night,  at  the  distance  of  four 
miles,  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy's  encampment^ 
and  we  only  intended  to  spend  the  night  in  their 
company,  witliout  having  any  idea  that  we  were 
acting  improperly.  It  has  been  urged  against  us> 
as  a  seeming  proof  of  our  guilt,  that  we  had  moat 
of  our  necessaries  al<mg  with  us ;  but  that  action,  I 
trust,  when  our  motives  are  made  known,  wiU 
rather  be  applauded  than  condemned.  As  we  in- 
tended to  be  absent  all  night,  we  thought  it  safest, 
lest  they  should  be  stolen,  to  take  them  along  with 
us.  Nor  can  the  witnesses  against  us  say  that  we 
offered  to  escape,  or  made  the  least  resistance,  which 
certainly  would  not  have  been  the  ease  had  our  in- 
tention been  to  desert" 

Patrick,  who  had  been  separately  confined,  waa 
then  brought  before  the  court,  and  desired  to  make 
his  defence,  which  he  did  in  nearly  the  same  words. 
This  plan  had  been  judiciously  preconcerted  be- 
tween them,  in  case  of  their  being  apprehended, 
and  examined  apart.  They  were  heard  with  the 
greatest  attention,  and  their  relaticms  agreed  so  mi« 
nutely,  that  had  they  been  found  without  their 
knapsacks,  they  would  probably  have  been  aequit- 
ted:  but  unfortunately  James  had  packed  up 
several  articles  which  were  not  his  own ;  and  al- 
though he  strenuously  declared  that  he  had  done  so 
through  mistake,  his  assertions  were  discredited, 
and  the  court  found  them  both  guilty,  and  sen^^ 
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tenced  them  to  be  shot  the  following  morning  at 
eight  o^dock. 

They  were  then  e^orted  onder  a  strong  guard  to 
a  place  of  security ;  a  small  loaf  of  bread  and  a  jug 
of  water  were  placed  in  their  dismal  abode,  and  they 
were  left  to  themselves.  James  often  declared  that  at 
this  time  his  mind  wandered  in  such  quick  succession 
from  one  sceiie  of  his  life  to  another,  that  he  could 
not  fix  his  thoughts  upon  any  particular  subject  for 
a  single  minute :  but  at  length  he  formed  the  reso- 
lution of  m<eeting  his  fate  with  heroism,  and  of  ex- 
torting the  admiration  of  his  comrades ;  for  which 
purpose  he  began  to  compose  a  tune,  which  he  in- 
tended to  play  at  the  place  of  execution.  This 
fully  occupied  him  till  his  companion,  worn  out 
with  watching  and  fatigue,  in  spite  of  his  inclina- 
tion to  the  ccmtrary,  fell  asleep,  and  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes James  fdlowed  his  example. 

They  were,  at  six  in  the  morning,  roused  Igr  the 
guards  who  entered  their  prison,  attended  by  a 
priest,  that  came  to  receive  their  confession,  and  to 
give  them  absolution.  Murphy  listened  attentively 
to  the  priest's  admonition,  whilst  James  wks  hum- 
ming over  his  tune ;  but  he  did  not  neglect  to  jog 
Patrick  on  the  elbow  in  the  midst  of  the  priest's 
harangue,  and  whisper  in  English,  ''Mind,  Pat, 
dinna  confess."  His  advice  was  followed,  for  he 
only,  in  general  terms,  confessed  himself  a  sinuer ; 
whilst  Allan  told  the  priest  that  they  were  innocent 
of  the  crime  for  which  they  were  to  suffer,  and  that 
as  he  had  no  heinous  sins  to  confess,  he  stood  in  no 
need  of  absolution. 


I  ■ 


They  were  then  left  to  themselyes  for  a&  hour,  tft 
the  expiration  of  which  the  guards  again  oitened  to 
conduct  them  to  the  place  of  execution.  Patrick 
requested  a  few  minutes'  indulgence,  in  order  to 
petition  fiis  Maker  for  the  Ust  time,  whidi  wag 
readily  granted,  when  he  again  entreated  Allan  to 
join  him,  but  received  for  answer,  **It  is  time 
enough  }^et;''  and  during  this  short  interval,  lie 
busied  himself  with  buckling  on  his  small  pipes. 
.  Hie  procession  at  length  moved  slowly  and  so* 
lemnly  to.  the  melancholy  beat  of  the  muffled  drum  ; 
and  though  James  afterwards  acknowledged  that 
his  conscience  smote  him  for  neglecting  to  offer  up 
a  prayer  to  his  Maker^  yet  he  mardied  with  a  firm 
step  and  unchanged  countenanoe,  for  eyen  now  he 
^as  not  entirely  divested  ^  hope. 
.  When  tbsy  arrived  at  the  place  pitehed  upon  for 
the  execution,  and  were  about  to  be  bound,  AUan 
asked  leave  to  use  his  hands  for  a  few  moments^, 
and,  to  the  astonishment  of  all  preaent,  played  the 
tune  he  had  composed  during  the  night  in  so  me^ 
Imicholy  and  touching  a  style,  that  there  waanot  % 
single  individual  present  unmoved  at  their  ap- 
proaching fate.*    The  execution  of  twa  such  Hand- 

*  This  inece  of  masie  is  still  Icbowb  ia  N<irt]iainberkiid  by  the 
na^^  of  *'  Jamie  Allan's  Tnne." 

The  accurate  description  which  ADan  has  given  of  his  sensations 
while  under  condemnation  of  death,  is  philosophically  jnst.  Un^ 
der  these  circaaistaiices,  a  pensoo'  possessed  of  an  active  and  warm 
imagi  nation  mui^t  find  it  alknost  impOBsible  t9  abstract  his  thenghtSi 
pd  to  fi^  tbom  exclusively  upon  an;  particnhur  object ;  w^ibt  the 
weak*minded  will  sink  into  a  kind  of  stupor^  whidi  is  usually 
mistaken  for  thoaghtfiilness  and  resignation.  Here  we  beg'  leave 
to  enter  our  protest  against  the  reb'gious  preparations  that  always 
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some  young  men  excited  a  gjeneral  feeling  of 
commiseration. 

• 

fScecede  m  escnitifn.  We  wish  niit  tq  ksaen  the  few  mmfcaet» 
:^hich  a  crimixud  in  tbii  situation  can  esLjoj,  nor  to  doprecif^  the 
invaluable  consolations  of  the  gospel;  hnt  we  do  thinks  that  the 
usual  noise  and  boast  which  are  made  respecting  the  sudden  con-' 
Versions^  and  religious  extaines^  of  men  whom  society  judge  too  bad 
to  live,  is  both  unwise  and  impolitic.  It  ia  offiaiing  a  kind  of  in* 
degmificatio^  for  crniiey  i^  toads  to  nnUifj  the  salutary  dennn- 
ciatioQB  of  the  scriptW^^  against  vice.  Besides,  aocardiag  to.  the 
testimony  of  a  late  respectable  ordinary  of  NewgatOj  the  most 
humble  penitents,  whilst  under  the  sentence  of  the  law,  almost 
mvariably  relapsed  into  their  former  bad  habits  after  receiving  ft 
pardon. 

•  Th^  fi)r^itud^  and  apparent  o^rekssne^  displayed  by  siame  men 
in  the  very  face  of  death,  is  generally  attributed  to  extreme  t^ickr 
edness  and  hardness  of  heart ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  evinces  » 
strength  and  loftiness  of  mind,  which,  if  properly  directed,  would 
have  achieved  the  moat  heroic  actions.  A  coward  very  naturally 
becomes  base,  cruel,  and  vicious ;  bnt  a  brave  man  is  susceptible 
of  the  best  and  moat  generous  sentiments.  He  bares  his  breast 
to  the  storm,  and  pursues  his  object  in  defiance  of  danger,  be  it 
good  or  evil.  If  he  errs,  it  ja  because  he  is  ignorant  of  the  road  to 
happiness. 

We  do  not  meaiv  to  attribute  any  extraordinary  d^ee  either  of 
courage  or  of  innate  greatnesa  of  mind  to  James  AUtn,  although 
we  think  that  his  character  has  seldom  bfseQ  justly  appreciated  ; 
but  we  think  there  was  something  strikingly  gran4  ^d  romantic 
in  his  composing  a  tuae  with  a  musket  pointing  at  his  ly^ast,  and 
his  playing  it  just  beAMre  his  ^jres  were  for  ever  shfit.  It  must 
have  greatly  atfected  the  gallant  warriors  ivho  surrounded  him. 
Our  northern  bards  have  celebrated  a  similar  circumstance  with 
admirable  spirit  and  pathos ;  and  as  Allan's  determination  proba- 
bly originated  from  it,  we  will  refresh  our  readers'  memeries  with 
a  few  stansas. 

M'^HEJRSUN'8  FAREWJBLL. 

'^  FarewelU  ye^  dungeons  dark  and  atran^ 
The  wretch's  deatini^! 
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When  Allan  had  fmisbed  his  tune,  he  vr^  botoi^ 
and  blindfolded,  and  the  order  to  *^  make  readif  waff 
given ;  after  a  short  pause,  the  more  appalling  word 
**pre9ent^  followed.  The  hope  of  *parden  now  en- 
tirely forsook  AUan,  and  he  shuddered  a^  yet 
wished  to  hear  the  6ommand  given  to  *^Jire  ;**  fot, 
from  the  moment  that  hope  had  fled,  suspense  be* 
came  insupportably  painful. 

After  the  soldiers  had  received  the  last  orders,  a 
consultation  took  place  amongst  the  officers,  and  a 
lieutenant  approached  the  prisoners,  and  told  them 
that  he  was  deputed  by  his  brother  officers  to  ad«^ 
vise  them,  as  they  valued  their  future  happiness,  to 
confess  their*  crime,  which  had  Ibeen  so  dearly 
proved  against  them,  since  pardon  could  not  now, 
on  any  accomit,  be  granted;  and  then  addressing 


MThenoa's  time  will  not  be  lon^ 
On  yon4er  gallows  tree. 

Sae  raniinghfy  sae  wantonhf, 

Sae  daunilngly  gaed  he : 
He  f^'d  a'epring,  and  danc'd  ti  rou$u[jf 
p       Below  the  gaUams  tree* 

^'Oh^  whaC  18  death  But  parting  breath?— « 

On  mony  a  battle  plain 
tre  dar'd  his  faoe^  and  in  this  plaetf 

I  scorn  him  yet  agnjaf 

Sae  raniingfy,  <^.  « ^     , 


''Now  farewell,  light,  then  sunshine  bright. 

And  aU  beneath  the  sky ! 
May  coward  shame  distain  his  nams;^ 

The  wretch  that  dare  not  die  i 
Sae  raniingfyi  S^J* 


JAMBS  ALLAN.  191 

• 

lumself  particularly  to  the  penitent,  desired  him  to 
make  confession  if  he  hoped  for  mercy  in  another 
world :  but  Pat  remained  silent,  for  he  afterwards 
affirmed,  that  when  he  attempted  to  speak,  his 
tongue,  being  so  paralized  with  the  ap]»'ehension  of 
his  approaching  fate,  refused  its  office.  But  hope 
at  that  instant  again  flashed  upon  the  acute  and 
buoyant  mind  of  Allan ;  and  when  the  same  ques-^ 
t^on  was  repeated  to  him,  he  replied  with  energy, 
*^  I  have  no  hope  of  pardon,  nor  can  I  comprehend 
your  reason  for  wishing  a  person  in  my  awful  situa« 
tion  to  utter  a  falsehood :  all,  therefore,  I  have  to 
say  is,  that  we  ane  both  innocent  of  thq  crime  foi; 
whic&  we  are  going  to  sufier,  so  help  me  God." 
.  The  officer  thaoi,  without  replying,  left  them; 
and  after  five  minutes'  conversation  witii  the  otiier 
officers,  returned,  and  ordered  the  guards  to  unbind 
the  prisoners,  when  they  were  conducted  before  the 
Duke  de  Broglio,  who  addressed '  them  thus : — 
**  Young  men,  when  a  sh^adow  of  doubt  appears  in 
a  case  like  the  present,  we  always  incline  to  mercy ; 
nor  can  I  suppose  you  so  hardened  as' to  deny  a 
crime,  when  at  the  point  of  deaths  if  actually  guilty, 
and  thus  to  appear  before  the  Supreme  Being,  bid- 
ding him,  as  it  wei:^  defiapce.  You  are  now  free ; 
but  let  me  caution  you  to  bi»fircumspect  in  future, 
for  if  either  of  yon  are  ever  found  beyond  the  prei» 
scribed  limits,  you- will  be  shot  without  either  trial 
or  ceremony .'^ 

They  were  then  dismissed,  and  returned  to  the 
camp,  greeted  with  the  acclamations  of  their  bro- 
ther soldiers,  and  receiving  the  congratulations  of 
thousands;  but  those  of  a  Scotchman  were  the 
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ttiost  warm  and  particiilar.  After  the  tumult  hdH 
cestsed,  this  man  requested  &  private  conference 
with  Allan,  and  informed  him  of  4>i»  intention  to 
desert  to  the  £nglish  camp.  He  observed,  that  hi^ 
Conduct  oh  the  late  occasion  convinofed  him  that  he 
was  a  proper  person  to  be  trusted  with  the  secret; 
and  he  added  that,  by  taking  a  circuitous  route,  he 
Was  confident  ot  efPeetitig  their  escapi^,  endiitg  by 
entreating  James  to  ^eeotapany  him.  At  first  he 
hesitated,  ai^  his  late  narrdw^r^sfcape^  AtiA  fiie  im J)res- 
sive  warping  he  had  received  firotn  the  Diikt  de 
Broglio,  still  agitated  his  mind :  but  after  a  little 
tohsideration,  aD.  these  impressiott^  Were  effaced  by 
an  irreisii^tible  desire  to  join  his  cdunttyrtien,  and  he 
agreed  again  to  venture,  pfotided  his  comrade 
could  be  prevailed  ufwn  tcy}oin  the  party. 

On  sounding  Marphy*s  ilidiffations  on  the  sub^ 
ject,  he  was  foand  less  averse  to  the  enterprise  than 
might  have  been  expected^  He  re^fuested,  ho^w- 
ever,  to  have  the  night  to  coiisider  of  it.  Next 
mornitfg,^  he  expressed  his  decide  approbation  of 
the  dedgn,*  because,  said  he,  "  a  battle  seems  almost 
certain,  and  should  we  be  taken  prisoners,  our  live* 
win  be  forfeited,  being  found  in  arms  against  oui* 
countryftien ;  and  I  think  it  would  be  more  honour* 
aMe  to  sufier  an  ignomhiious  death  for  attempting 
that  which  is  natural  and  just,  than  to  run  the  risk 
of  taking  the  life  of  a  relation  ot  k  eouAtryman  id 
the  field  of  battle.** 

The  confederates  met  in  the  evenhig,  -and  took  a 
solenm  oath  to  defend  earfh  otHer  while  life  re^ 
mained,  should  they  be  interrupted  in  their-intended 
fBght.     They  then  agreed^  to  escape  by  different 
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routes  after  parade  on  the  following  morning,  and 
to  rendezvous  at  an  appointed  place. 

In  the  morning,  the  thunder  rolled  in  tremendous 
peals,  and  the  rain  descended  in  torrents,  so  that  as 
soon  as  the  muster-roll  was  called  over,  the  soldiers 
were  dismissed.  The  adventurers  deemed  the  storm 
a  favourable  circumstance,  and  intimated  by  signs 
to  each  other  their  continued  resolution  of  execut- 
ing their  projected  plan ;  and  while  the  soldiers  re- 
tired to  their  tents  for  shelter,  they  skulked  away, 
and  met  ia  the  afternoon  at  the  place  of  rendezvous, 
where  they  found  shelter  amongst  some  thick  un- 
derwood until  it  was  dark. 

Night  having  set  in,  they  left  their  hiding  place, 
and  travelled  till  day-break,  when  they  took  shelter 
in  a  wood :  here  they  gathered  berries  and  herbs  to 
'  satisfy  th^  cravings  of  hunger,  and  then  sought  a 
convenient  place  for  repose.  When  night  ap- 
proached, they  again  resumed  their  journey ;  but  as 
the  roads  were  alnjost  impassible,  they  were  obliged 
to  deviate  from  llxeir  intended  course,  and  to  enter  ^ 
into  a  for^.  In  this  direction  they  travelled  for 
about  two  hours,  when  they  discovered  a  small 
mansion,  raised  upon  a  mound  of  earth,  and  sur- 
rounded by  a  high  stone  wall;  a  flight  of  rude, 
moss-grown  steps  led  to  the  entrance,  which  was 
secured  by  a  small,  but  strong  iron  gate^  at  the  top 
of  which  was  suspended  a  hollow  piece  of  wood,  in 
the  form  of  a  bell,  with  a  tongue  made  of  the  same 
material.  An  immediate  consultation  took  place 
on  the  best  method  of  introducing  themselves,  when 
it  was  agreed  to  try  what  effect  the  odd-fai&hionefl 
9  2b'' 
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bell  woiltd  have  in  rousing  the  inmates  (if  such 
there  were)  of  this  lonely  dwelling. 

On  ringing,  a  venerable  looking  old  man  made 
his  appearance  at  the  house  door^  armyed  in  a  lon^ 
black  gown,  bound  tight  round  his  waist  with  a 
broad  leathern  belt :  from  his  neck  was  suspended  a 
wooden  cross  of  an  uncommon  size.  He  walked 
slowly  towards  them,  through  the  long  grass,  which 
reached  to  his  waist  On  approaching  the  (Alter 
gate,  he  was  addressed  both  in  English  and  French, 
neither  of  which  laqguages  this  German  recluse^ 
^seemed  to  understand.  At  length  the  Irishman 
spoke  to  him  in  Latin,  to  which  he  returned  an 
immediate  answer,  and  desired  to  be  informed  of 
their  business  with'  him. 

The  Irishman  said,  that  they  were  a  party  of 
French  soldiers  in  pursuit  of  deserters,  whom  they 
had  followed  into  the  fc^-est,  and  lost  in  its  intrica- 
cies; and  that  they  requested  permission  to  enter 
his  dwelling  to  rest  and  refresh  themselves.  The 
hermit  replied  that  refreshments,  such  as  he  coulA 
afford,  w^te  at  then:,  service ;  but  that  he  could  not, 
on  any  consideration,  consent  to  their  entering  into 
his  premises,  and  he  trusted  that  they  wouM  i^t 
forcibly  intrude  upon  his  privacy.  The  Irishman^ 
who  had  been  educated  for  holy  cH'ders,  but  oh  ac- 
count of  his  irregulifr  and  bad  conduct  had  beaa 
expelled  the  college,  assured  him  that  he  was  && 
safe  from  insult  from  them,  as  if  encircled  by  die 
whole  French  army ;  and  that  they  only  requested 
watar.  to  quench  Aeir  thixst.  The  venerable  old 
man  thanked  him  and  retired^  but  soon  returned 
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with  an  acceptable  supply  of  water,  a  basket  of  ex- 
cellent fhut,  and  two  loaves  of  bread,  which  he 
gave  them,  accompanied  by  his  benediction.  They 
then  parted,  seemingly  much  pleased  with  each 

other. 

This  seasonable  supply  gave  the  travellers  fresh 
vigour.  They  walked  cheerfully  on  during  the 
night ;  and  at  day-break  they  perceived  two  small 
dwdlings  dtuated  on  the  brow  of  a  hilL  A  con-> 
sultation  immediately  took  place,  whether  it  would 
be  more  advisable  to  eirter  these  houses,  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  distanee  they  were  from  the  alliedi 
army,  t>f  to  avoid  them*  altogether.  It  being  agreed 
to  visit  thera»  they  marched  forwaids ;  and^  on  ap- 
proaching the  cottages,  their  fears  were  changed  to 
joy,  at  discovering  the  letters  6.  R.  rudely  painted 
on  the  window-shutters;  a  circumstance  that  left 
no  doubt  as  to- their  bein^  within  the  English  lines, 
and  consequently  out  of  danger  from  the  French. 

As  the  fugitives  were  congratulating  each  other 
on  their  fortunate  escape,  and  about  to  enter  one  of 
the  cottages,  a  cwportil,  three  privates,  and  a  drumr 
mer,  appeared  in  view,  advancing  up  the  hill,  with 
their  arms  and  accoutrements.  After  exchanging 
the  usual  salutations  of  the  morning,  it  was  under- 
stood that  they  too  were  deserting,  but  to  a  difier- 
ent  party.  AHan  wished  them  a  prosperous  journey, 
and  requested  the  corporal  to  give  hLs  compliments 
to  the  Duke  de  BrogUo,  and  to  inform  him,  that  he 
was  happy  to  think  that  he  had  escaped  from  being 
shot  without  a  trial,  and  that  he  soon  expected  to 
have  an  equal  chance  with  him  at  that  game  in  the 
field  of  battle.    He  then  told  the  English  deserters 
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to  strike  through  the  country,  instead  of  the  cir- 
cuitous route  which  he  and  his  companions  had 
pursued,  as  by  that  course  they  woold  reach  the 
French  camp  at  Retberg  in  less  than  half  the  time 
which  he  and  his  comrades  had  spent  in  coming 
from  it.  The  other  party,  in  a  like  friendly  man- 
ner,  pointed  out  the  situation  of  the  allies,  who 
were  encamped  at  Soest  and  Werle,  at  no  great  dis- 
tance. They,  however,  refused  to  enter  the  house 
of  entertainment,  being  naturally  apprehensive  that 
some  foraging  parties  belonging  to  the  allies  might 
be  abroad,  and  surprise  them.  Allan  and  his  com- 
panions, on  the  contrary,  being  now  exempt  from 
fear,  indulged  themselves  in  taking  refreshments, 
and  then  set  out  to  join  their  countr3rmen. 

On  reaching  the  camp  of  the  allies,  they  were 
conducted  into  the  presence  of  Lord  George  Sack- 
ville  and  other  officers  of  distinction,  who  interro- 
gated them  respecting  the  strength  and  situation  of 
the  French  army ;  to  which  questions  the  Irishman 
answered  in  an  intelligent  and  satisfactory  manner. 
They  were  then  desired  to  join  themselves  to  such 
re^ments  as  were  most  agreeable  to  their  inclina- 
tions;  when  Allan  and  the  Scotchman  attached 
themselves  to  the  twenty-fifth  regiment  of  foot. 

For  a  few  days  Allan  was  elated  by  being  placed 
amongst  his  countrymen ;  but  this  novelty  wea^ng 
away,  he  began  to  feel  a  material  difference  between 
the  strict  discipline  of  the  British  army,  and  attend- 
ing the  French  officers  on  their  parties  of  pleasure. 
When  the  cash  which  he  had  brought  with  him 
was  expended,  he  repented  of  the  step  he  had 
taken ;  and  as  the  pay  he  received  was  no  way  ade- 
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«iuate  to  his  expenditure,  be  joined  a  few  others, 
who  went  out  .to  forage  or  plunder ;  though  such 
practices  w^re  forbidden  on  pain  of  death.  Allan, 
from  bis  Spartan-like .  dexterity,  frequently  fared 
more  sumptuously  than  officers  of  the  first  rank; 
nor  was  he  ever  detected.  .    '  • 

Allan  confessed  bis  inability  to  give  an  accurate 
description  of  the  battle  of  Minden,*  but  said,  that 

^  By  tbe  preceding  aoo(mnt>  it  seems  that  Allan  and  liis  oompa'- 
niona,  on  deserting^  took  a  tery  circaitoaa  route^  in  order  to  avoid 
the  French  ontposts*.  Nor  could  this  be  avoided^  when  we  oonsi-. 
der  that  the  Duke  de  Broglio  had  the  river  Weser  on  his  fronts 
with  an  extensive  morass  on  that  wing  from  which  Allan  probably 
deserted.  Besides^  at  this  period  the  allied  army  was  posted  at 
some  distance  from  the  enemy^  as  Prince  Ferdinand  did  not  ad- 
vance until  a  few  days  previous  to  the  battle  of  Minden,  which 
took  place  on  the  Ist  day  of  August,  in  the  year  1759.  Allan  has 
frequently  alluded  to  the  oppressive  heat  of  the  weather ;  and  this 
IS  usuaUy  very  great  in  the  woods,  or  on  the  dry  and  sandy  plains 
of  Hanover,  at  this  season  of  the  year.  Here  it  may  not  be  un- 
interesting to  give  a  brief  account  of  this'  celebrated  battle. 

Dn  the  last  day  of  July,  the  Marechal  de  Contades,  resolving  to 
attaek  the  allied  army,  ordered  the  corps  of  Broglio  to  repass  the 
river;  and  advancing  in  dght  columns,  about  midnight,  passed 
the  rivulet  of  Barta,  that  runs  along  the  morass,  and  fidls  into  the 
Weser  at  Minden.  At  day-break  he  formed  his  army  in  order  of 
battle,  part  of  it  fronting  the  corps  of  General  Wangenheim  at 
Dodenhausen,  and  part  of  it  facing  Hille;  the  two  wings  consist- 
ing of  infantry,  and  the  cavalry  being  stationed  in  the  centre.  At 
three  in  the  morning,  the  enemy  began  to  cannonade  the  prince's 
quarters  at  Hflle  from  a  battery  of  six  cannon,  which  they  had 
vatsed  the  preceding  evening  on  the  dyke  of  Eickhorst.  This 
was  probably  the  first  intimation  he  received  of  their  intention. 
He  forthwith  caused  two  pieces  of  artillery  to  be  conveyed  to 
Hille,  and  ordered  the  officer  of  the  piquet -guard  there  posted  to 
defend  himself  to  the  last  extremity :  at  the  same  time,  he  sent 
orders  to  General  Giesen,  who  occupied  Lubek,  to  attadc  tho 
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the  raiment  to  which  he  belonged  was  placed  to 
the  right,  with  other  British  and  Hanoverian  regi- 
ments, where  they  were  fiercely  attacked  by  sape- 

enemy's  post  at  Eickhorst ;  aad  this  lervioe  was  sncoeasfially  per- 
formed. The  Prince  of  Anhait,  lieutenant-general  fivr  the  dajs 
took  possession  with  the  rest  of  the  piquets  of  the  village  of  Halen^ 
where  Prince  Ferdinand  resolved  to  support  his  right.  It  was 
already  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy ;  but  they  soon  abandoned  it 
with  precipitation.  The  allied  army  being  put  in  motion^  ad- 
vanced in  eight  columns,  and  occupied  the  ground  betvre^i  Helen 
and  Himmern,  while  General  Wang^nheim's  corps  filled  up  the 
space  between  this  last  village  and  Dodenhausen.  The  enemy 
made  th^  principal  effort  on  the  left,  intending  to  force  the  in- 
fentry  of  Wangenheim's  corps,  and  penetrate  between  it  and  the 
body  of  the  allied  army.  For  this  purpose,  the  Duke  de  Broglio 
attacked  them  with  great  fiiry,  but  was  severely  checked  by  a 
battery  of  30  cannon,  prepared  for  his  reception  by  the  Ckmnt  d^ 
Buckebourg,  grand  master  of  the  artillery,  and  served  with  admi- 
rable effect,  under  his  own  eye  and  direction.  About  five  in  the 
morning,  both  armies  cannonaded  each  other.  At  six,  the  fire  of 
musquetry  began  with  great  vivacity,  and  the  action  became  very 
hot  towards  the  right,  where  six  regiments  of  English  infiiQtry> 
and  two  battalions  of  Hanoverian  guards,  not  only  bore  the  whole 
brunt  of  the  French  carabineers  and  gendarmerie,  but  absdlutely 
broke  every  body  of  horse  and  foot  that  advanced  to  attack  them 
on  the  left  and  in  the  centre.  The  Hessian  cavalry,  witk  some 
regiments  of  Holstein,  Prussian,  and  Hanoverian  dri^goons,  post^ 
on  the  left,  performed  good  service.  The  cavalry  on  the  right  had 
no  opportunity  of  engaging.  They  were  destined  to  support  the 
infietntry  of  the  third  line,  and  consisted  of  the  British  and  Hano- 
verian horse,  commanded  by  Lord  George  Sackville,  whose  second 
was  the  Marquis  of  Granby.  They  were  posted  at  a  considerable 
distance  from  the  first  line  of  infantry,  and  divided  from  it  by  a 
wood  that  bordered  on  a  heath.  Orders  were  sent,  during  the 
action,  to  bring  them  up ;  but  whether  these  orders  were  contra- 
dictory, unintelligible,  or  imperfectly  executed,  they  did  not  arrive 
in  time  to  have  any  share  in  the  action ;  nor,  indeed,  were  they 
iuriginally  intended  for  that  purpose ;  nor  was  there  the  least  occa- 
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nor  numbers.  They  bravely  repulsed  all  the 
French  troops  that  were  sent  against  them,  though 
they  suffered  severely.  AUan  related  numerous 
anecdotes  of  Britiirfi  courage;  but  he  dwelt  with 
peculiar  deUgfat  on  the  following  one,  which  he 
himself  witnessed : — 

"The  twenty-fifth  regiment  suffered  severely, 
and  on  one  occasion  was  obliged  to  fall  back,  having 
at  least  ten  to  one  to  contend  with.  We  were 
fighting  almost  muzzle  to  muzzle  when  the  move- 
ment was  made ;  and  a  ball  having  struck  the  gal« 
lant  youth  who  carried  the  'colours,  he  instantly 
fell.  The  standard  was  seized  by  the  enemy ;  but 
a  brave  young  man,  a  serjeant,  named  Brigges,  wit- 
nessing the  transaction,  immediately  rushed  upon 
the  Frenchman:  with  one  hand  he  grasped  the 
colours,  and  with  the  other  ran  him  through  the 
body,  and  then  made  towards  his  companions  with 

sioa  fur  their  servioe ;  nor  could  they  have  oome  up  in  time  and 
ocmdititm  to  perform  effectual  aerrice,  had  the  orders  been  explicit 
and  eonsistent^  and  the  commander  acted  with  all  possible  expedi- 
tion. Be  that  as  it  will>  the  enemy  were  repulsed  in  all  their 
attacks  with  considerable  loss.  At  length,  they  gave  way  in  every 
part ;  and,  about  noon,  abandoning  the  field  of  battle,  were  pur- 
sued to  the  ramparts  of  Minden.  In  this  action  they  lost  a  grest 
number  of  men,  with  43  large  cannon,  and  many  colours  and 
standards ;  whereas  the  loss  of  the  allies  was  rery  inconsiderable, 
as  it  chiefly  fell  upon  a  few  regiments  of  British  infantry,  com- 
manded by  the  Majors-general  Waldegrave  and  Kingsley.  To 
the  extraordinary  prowess  of  these  gal]|Buit  brigades,  and  the  fire 
of  the  British  artillery,  the  victory  was  in  a  great  measure  ascribed. 
The  same  night,  the  enemy  paned  the  Weser,  and  burned  the 
bridges  over  that  river.  Next  day,  the  garrison  of  Minden  sur- 
rendered at  discretion,  and  here  the  victors  found  a  great  number 
of  French  oflicerB  wounded. 
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the  greatest  speed.  The  enemy  fired  a  volley  of 
bullets  after  him,  one  of  which  went  liirough  his 
body.  Notwithstanding  this,  our  brave  serjeant 
kept  his  legs,  and  succeeded  in  canying  the  stan- 
dard to  a  place  of  safety,  when  he  sank  to  the 
ground,  being  completely  exhausted  by  the  loss  of 
blood.  He  was,  however,  perfectly  cured ;  but  his 
officer  never  promoted,  or  noticed. him,  for  thus 
gallantly  preserving  the  regiment's  honour.  On  re- 
turning to  England,  he  took  courage,  and  stated  his 
case  to  the  king.  After  making  strict  enquiry,  his 
majesty  severely  reprimanded  the  officer,  and  in- 
atantly  ordered  the  serjeant  to  be  promoted,  and 
gave  him  two  hundred  pounds  to  furnish  him  with 
necessaries." 

Allan  viewed  the  field  of  battle  after  the  enemy 
were  defeated ;  and  the  dangers  and  fatigues  of  the 
day  were  lost  in  the  anticipation  of  the  rich  harvest 
he  should  reap  at  night,  by  plundering  the  dead : 
but  he  was  much  disappointed  to  find  that  precau- 
tions were  adopted  which  rendered  this  design  im- 
practicable. He,  however,  insinuated  himself  into 
the  good  graces  of  a  soldier's  widow,  whose  husband 
had  been  killed  in  the  battle.  This  woman,  who 
was  an  adroit  camp  follower,  had  busily  employed 
herself  in  plimdering  when  the  work  of  carnage  was 
nearly  closed.  Familiar  with  scenes  of  suffering 
and  death,  she  had  lost  the  comnlon  feelings  of  hu- 
manity: and  as  women,  when  divested  of  shame, 
virtue,  and  tenderness,  usually  run  into  the  extreme 
of  wickedness ;  so  had  this  woman  become  an  object 
of  abhorrence  amongst  the  soldiers  with  whom  she 
and  her  husband  were  associated.    The  shrieks  of 
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the  wounded,  and  the  groans  of  the  dying,  were 
familiar  to  her  ear.  Plunder  was  her  object ;  and 
if  opposed  by  an  officer  who  had  some  little  strength 
left,  she  soon  gave  him  his  quietus.  Her  success, 
on  this  occasion,  was  great ;  and  Allan,,  who  was  a 
man  to  her  mind,  cheerfully  assisted  in  squandering 
the  profits  of  her  booty.  He  solemnly  promised 
that  he  would  marry  her  when  they  arrived  in 
England :  but  as  soon  as  she  became  unable  to  sup* 
ply  his  extravagance,  he^  with  las  accustomed  in- 
constancy, abruptly  broke  off  the  connexion,  and 
sent  this  credulous  and  unworthy  woman  to  seek  a 
husband  elsewhere. 

The  twenty-fifth  regiment,  being  much  reduced, 
was,  some  time  after  the  battle,  sent  to  England,  in 
order  to  be  recruited ;  and  when  it  had  been  re- 
Viewed  by  his  migesty,  recruiting  parties  were  sent 
to  different  stations.  Allan,  as  a  musician,  was 
considered  a  valuable  man  in  the  regiment,  and  was 
commanded  to  join  the  party  ordered  to  Stockport* 
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DcMTtioii— DeleeliiDD — Eaaip«  bf  m  CRimtiej— The  Tenot  of  B^pipe  Dkone*-^ 
EbHm  at  Bk^plOD— Dfmti  the  woe  Kjgbt-^M eete  the  Baa^gaog  ftt  DKtHnpatk 
— Agaia  jotns  a  ncniitiiig  Party  st  Durbsm-^Refijge  at  HiltoD— Apprehendadt 
at  Newcastle— Cutiona  Escape — Meedng  d  Gipaiea  at  Morpeth— Arrivea  at 
Botliliiiiy--»fMitioiif  the  Dottettks  at  Abwidc  eaaOfr 

JLONGING  to  resiHne  the  vagrant  life,  Allan  de« 
termined  to  desert:  but  this  could  not  be  eflfeeted 
with  safety  without  a  disguise ;  an4  being  destitute 
of  m<mey  to.  procure  one,  he  became  very  thought- 
Ail,  and  often  left  the  society  of  his  companions  and 
wandered  to  the  ndghbouring  villages*  In  one  df 
these  rambles,  he  observed  a  mason  at  work  builds 
ing  a  wall,  sxaA  saw  his  coat  and  waistcoat  m  a  shed 
at  a  distuioe  fixMH  where  be  wafi  employed.  Think- 
ing that  these  cloaths  might  answer  his  purpose^  fa^ 
determined  to  make  thetn  his  own  on  the  following 
morning. 

At  night  be  attempted  to  borrow  a  few  shillings 
of  the  se^^nt,  pretending  he  had  an  opportunity 
of  purchasing  a  couple  of  cheap  shirts ;  but  this  re- 
quest was  refused.  However,  the  want  of  cash  did 
not  prevent  him  from  purs|iing  his  intended  plan ; 
and  early  next  momiqg  he  went  out  and  watched 
the  mason,  who  soon  arrived  and  began  his  work* 
When  Allan  saw  him  eompletely  engaged^  he  stole 
to  the  shed,  and  exchanged  his  regimentals  for  the 
brown  coat  and  fustian  waistcoat  fie  then  con- 
verted his  cocked  hat  into  a  tolerable  round  one, 
cut  off  his  long  hair^  and,  widi  a  solitary  sixpaice 
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in  his  pocket,  f)epiGu?ted.  I{is  intention  was  to 
travel  to  Ijondon,  where  he  knew  he  could  eofiily 
find  a  light  ooUier  to  cany  him  down  to  Northum- 
berland. With  this  view  he  walked  a  few  miles  in 
that  direction;  but  as  his  disguise«was  far  from 
being  complete,  he  took  shelter  in  a  plantaticm, 
wher^  he  remained  during  the  day.  At  iiight,  on 
leaving  his  place  of  concealment,  in  order  to  pu^ue 
his  journey,  he  was  seized  by  a.  sturdy  down,  and 
two  strong  athletic  youths^'  who  Were  his  sons. 
^Im  boldly  demanded  the  reason  of  this  conduct, 
and  bow  they  durst  venture  tp  detain  a  person  with 
whom  t^ey  had  na  concern.  The  old  man  r^f^ed 
that  he  had  that  morning  )seen  a  party  in  search  of 
attesert^,  and  he  had  reason  to  believe,  from  the 
description  givefi^  that-  he  had'  got  the  proper  man« 
Allan  denied  the  charge  with  the  most  s<demn  pro- 
testa^ons;  but  all  he  could  urge  had  no  effect  on 
the  resolute  rustic,  who  took  him  to  bis  house,  situ^ 
ated  at  a  short  distance,  where  they  intended  to 
eonfine  him  during  the  night,  as  it  was  too  late  to 
convey  him  to  Stockport     ^ 

This  man,  it  appears/  was  a  ccmstable,  and  pided 
himself  much  on  his  dexterity  and  boldness  in  ap 
prehending  deserters,  from  which  practice  he  ^e^ 
rived,  considerable  profit^  and  great  credit  fron^  the 
neighbouring  magistrates.  Allan,  on  reaching  his 
house,  was  fumishechwith  a  supper,  wMch  he  much 
wanted,  as  he  had  not  tisnted  food  for  laventy-four 
hours ;  and  after  aiconsultation  between  the  consta- 
ble and  his  sdhs,  he  was  conducted  to  a  small  inner 
chamber,  wheii  the  countryman  took  a  suit  c^ 
cloaths  from  a  chest,  which  he  laid  upon  the  taUe. 
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At  this  moment,  his  wife,  in  an  anthdritative  tone, 
asked  him  if  he  meant  to  remain  with  the  deserter 
-all  night;  on  which  he  hurried  out  of  the  room, 
without  taking  the  cloaths  with  him. 

Shortly  after,  Allan  heard  the  oonstahle  order  his 
sons  to  move  the  bed  on  which  he  slept  against  the 
door  of  the  room  in  which  he  was  confined,  and 
then  to  arm  themselves  and  guard  the  window  till 
next  morning.  About  eleven  o'dodc,  the  snoring 
of  the  old  Cerberus  left  Allan  nothing  to  dread 
from  that  quarter ;  but  his  guards  on  the  outside, 
he  could  hear,  were  in  motion ;  and  whilst  they  re- 
mained at  their  station,  he  deemed  that  an  attempt 
to  escape  would  be  fruitless. 

The  night  was  far  spent,  and  he  was  on  the  point 
of  retiring  to  bed,  in  order  to  take  some  repose, 
when  the  idea  struck  him  of  attempting  his  libera- 
tion by  the  chimney.  He  immediately  rolled  up 
the  constable's  suit  of  doaths  in  a  blanket,  into  a 
convenient  shape,  and  thrust  them  up  the  chimney 
before  him;  and  as  the  house  was  low,  and  the 
vent  suf&dently  wide,  he  gained  the  top  witliout 
difficulty,  and  softly  lowered  himself  down  at  the 
baek  part  of  the  house. 

AHan,  bdng  aware  that  a  number  of  troops  and 
recruiting  parties  were  dispersed  in  every  quarter, 
thought  it  most  advisable  to  proceed  to  Liverpool, 
where  he  had  a  chance  of  falling  in  with  a  vessel 
that  might  carry  him  to  the  north,  which  he  was 
now  extremdy  anxious  to  visit  after  so  long  an  ab- 
sence. He  therefore  hastened  with  the  utmost 
speed  on  the  road  leading  to  that  place :  t>ut  he  had 
not  travelled  above  half  an  hour,  when  the  doaths 
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he  wore  became  so  offensiye  from  the  smell  of  soot, 
that  he  was  obliged  to  put  them  off,  and  to  dress 
himself  in  those  which  had  belonged  to  his  late 
host,  who  had,  no  doubt,  intended  to  array  himself 
iii  his  best  attire,  that  he  might  appear  respectable 
at  Stockport.  But,  in  this  instance,  Allan's  usual 
cunning  and  caution  forsook  him,  by  leaving  his 
sooty  garments  exposed  on  the  road  side,  which 
being  found  in  the  morning,  led  to  a  discovery  of 
the  route  he  had  taken.  The  constable,  breathing 
revenge  for  his  daring  escape  and  the  loss  of  his 
cloaths,  was  delighted  with  the  information,  has-, 
tened  to  Stockport,  and  communicated  the  intelli- 
gence to  the  recruiting  party,  who,  accompanied  by 
tlieir  informer,  lost  no  time  in  tracing  Allan's  foot- 
steps. 

When  oux  hero  reached  Liverpool,  he  deemed 
himself  out  of  danger,  as  his  disguise  was  so  cpm- 
pfeCe.  Accordingly,  he  walked  about  in  a  thought- 
less manner,  viewing  the  town,  and  endeavouring 
to  fix  opon  a  proper  house,  where  he  might  exer- 
cise his  mu^cal  talents,  in  order  to  procure  a  supper 
and  a  bed ;  and  having  made  choice  of  one  that  he 
supposed  would  answer  his  purpose,  in  case  he 
failed  in  finding  a  ship,  he  walked  towards  the 
port ;  but  on  the  way  he  met  his  pursuers,  who, 
completely  armed,  had  just  entered  the  town. 

Allan  was  instantly  seized  and  conducted  to  an 
inn,  where  they  designed  to  continue^  during  the 
night.  The  pris(mer  appealed  to  the  Serjeant's  feel- 
ings in  that  moving  and  repentant  style  that  he  had 
so  often  assumed,  promising  to  atone  for  this  hasty 
step  by  his  future  exemplary  good  conduct,  and 
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piraying  that  he  would  intarpose  to  screen  hun  tram' 
impending  punishment  Tjie  segeant  was  affected^ 
and  seemed  inclined  to  pity ;  but  the  constable  pro*, 
tested  that,  if  he  excused  a  thief  and  deserter,  he 
would  write  an  account  of  the  affair  to  the  regi- 
ment Here  Allan  interfefred,;  md  assxued  the  ser*^ 
jeant,  that  he  would  rather  undergo  any  punishment 
that  involve  another  in  ruin.  He  then  appeared 
cheerful,  and  bantefed  the  constable  for  allowing' 
him  to  escape. 

-When  the  evening  set  in,  Allan  requested  pa% 
mission  to  go  to  the  bade  yard,  to  which  place  a 
corporal  and  private  attended  him :  but  he  had  ncr 
sooner  reached  the  yard  wall,  than  he  took  a  small 
pipe  drone  in  each  hand,  which  he  held  dose-to  this 
breasts  of  hi^  guards,  and,  with  low  but  horrid  im- 
precations, threatened  to  dispatch  them  if  they  gave 
the  least  alarm  or  offered  to  move.  These  sons  of 
Mars,  taking  the  drones  for  a  brace  of  pocket-pistols, 
trembled  excessively.  Allan  availed  hiib  elf  oi 
their  panic,  and  sprung  upon  the  wall}  when,  with 
mingled  ai^ger  and  contempt,  he  dashed  his  pipes 
down  upon  their  heads,  exclaiming,*  at  the  same 
moment,  ''  Keep  those  pipes  as  memorials  of  youf 
cowardice  r  and  leapt  to  the  ground  on  the  other 
aide.  .But  as  i^foon  as  he  eoneeived  himself  safe 
amidst  the  intricacies  of  the  town,  he  perceived  hu 
fpUy.  and  repented  of  this  bravo,  for  he  had  thus  in- 
cautiously  parted  with  the  means  of  procuring  sub- 
sistence. He,  ^wever,  Idft  Liverpool  with  the 
utmost  speed.  Had  he  retained  possession  of  his 
pipes,  he  would  have  taken  a  southaxi  direction; 
but  necessity  obliged  him  to  go  north,  by  which 
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meahs  he  probably  escaped,  as  the  party  puivaed  a 
amtrary  course.  Allan  having  informed  the  8er« 
jeant,  whilst  at  the  inn,  that  he  had  intended  to 
proceed  to  Liondon  at  the  time  of  his  desertion^ 
they  naturally  supposed  that  he  had  some  favourite 
object  in  view  in  the  capital,  which  he  would  not 
easily  relinquirii. 

Alkn,  not  aware  that  they  would  credit  this 
stc»ry,  hurried  on  during  the  whole  night  in  the  di* 
rection  of  Skipton,  but  avoided  the  main  road  as 
mudi  as  possible;  and  though  he  had,  without 
dojibt,  gone  out  of  the  way  in  several  instances,  he 
leached  Skipton  the  following  forenoon,  worn  out 
with  fatigue,  almost  sinking  for  want,  and  destitute 
of  the  means  of  procuring  a  morsel  of  food. 

Allan  devised  various  means  of  recruiting  his 
finances ;  but  none  of  them  appeared  so  easy  and 
practicable  as  that  of  again  enlisting.  Having  de- 
eded on  this  measure,  he  boldly  accosted  a  recruit- 
ii^  sajeant,  and  related  a  well-feigned  story  of  his 
having  been  robbed,  during  the  preceding  night,  of 
his  watch,  twelve  guineas,  and  some  olver,  which 
he  had  saved  by  industry  and  penurious  living,  in 
order  to  support  his  fathar,  who  was  incapable  of 
earning  a  livelihood ;  and  that  he  had  traveQed  du- 
ring the  night,  being  anxious  to  relieve  his  parent's 
wants,  as  he  had  accidentally  learned  that  he  re- 
quired instant  aid.  This  rdation  was  listened  to 
with  attention,  as  his  respectable  rustic  dress  seemed 
to  bear  witness  of  its  truth.  The  seijeant  seemed 
to  sympathise  with  him,  and  kindly  asked  him  into 
his  quarters  to  get  some  refreshment,  whidi  Invita- 
tion was  aooepted.    Having  satisfied  the  cravings 
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of  i^petite,  Allan  thanked  the  serjeant,  and  .wm 
about  to  depart;  but  his  benefactor  had  another 
conclusion  in  view^  and  pressed  him  to  take  a  glass 
of  brancty  before  he  set  out,  to  which  proposition, 
Allan  made  nonobjection.  He  perceived  the  ser- 
jeanf  8  design  was  to^  entrap  hkn ;  and,  such  is  the 
nature  of  the  human  mind,  he  felt  much  pleased  at 
the  idea,  as  it  seemed  to  him  to  lessen  the  crime  he 
meditated,  and  to  transform  it  into  a  laudable  and 
spirited  act  of  retaliation. 

.  After  the  second  glass,  the  Serjeant  began  to 
boast  of  the  great  interest  which  he  had  with  the 
officers  of  his  regiment,  and  repeated  the  names  of 
several  young  men  whom  be  had  inlisted,  uad  had 
got  promoted  to  be  se^eants ;  and  hinted  that  a 
young  man  of  Allan's  appearance,  in  their  regmient, 
seldom  failed  of  gaining  promotion :  but  Allan  did 
not  seem  to  understand  him»  when  the  serjeant  con- 
cluding that  his  intellects  might  be  somewhat  ob- 
tuse»  wa&  obliged  to  put  the  question  to  him 
bluntly^  but  did  not  forget  his  usual  phrase  of  *^  and 
when  we  join  the  regiment,  I  give  my  ifwcf  qfh4h 
nour  you  shall  be  promoted  to  a  halbert  at  least  T 

To  a  person  determiaed  to  become  a  soldier  for  a 
short  penod,  the  inducement  was  more  than  suffi- 
dent ;  but  he  thought  it  pmdent  to  appear  averse 
to  the  measure,  and  told  the  serjeant  that  he  had  no 
inclination  for  a  soldier's  life,  yet^  after  a  pause  he 
added,  if  he*  could  relieve  his  father's  wants,  he 
would  willingly  sacrifice  his  happiness  to  bis  duty. 
The  serjeant  eagerly  offered  to  advance  him  half  of 
tlie  bounty  the  same  day ;  but  Allan  pretended  the 
sum  was  too  small,  and  again  offered  to  depart. 
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trtie  serfeant  now,  univilling  to  pertnit  m  fifcely  ft 
young  man  to  escape,  offered  Mm  an  extra  bounty, 
which,  after  a  good  deal  of  hesitation,  he  agreed  to 
take,  with  the  express  stipulation,  that  the  amount 
^ould  be  p^d  him  in  presence  of  the  magistrate, 
fey  whom  he  should  be  attested^.  The  serJeant,  who 
was  pleased  with  Allan's  person,  and  felt  confident 
in  his  artless  honesty,  agreed  to  these  terms,  and 
accompanied  him  to  the  mansion  of  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  where  the  bargain  was  finally  concluded  to 
the  satisfaction  of  both  parties. 

In  the  evening,  Allan  went  to '  the  seijeant's 
quarters,  apparently  quite  satisfied,  and  treated  the 
recruiting  party  with  a  bottle  of  brandy.  While 
drinking,  he  informed  them  that  he  had  hickity^ 
found  an  opportunity  of  sending  all  his  boilnH^ 
money,  except  a  guinea,  to  his  father;  and  tliat  th6 
person  who  had  kindly  undertaken  the  business 
was  his  next  neighbour.  He  related  this  in  a  care-' 
lei^s  and  casual  manner,  but  with  the  design  of  in- 
forming the  Serjeant  that  the  money  was  apprO^ 
priated  to  the  use' it  was  intended  for,  which  might 
also  accouht  in  some  lAeasur^  for  the  elevation  of 
spirits  which  he  now  exhibited.  #- 

Having  procured  a  biHet,  he  left  the  party;  but 
instead  of  going  to  life '  qu^rteri^,  he  left  Ski()t6n, 
aifd  TTttlk)^  briskly  the  whole  night.  '  At  day-break 
he  proceeded* to  a  tifidge  at'  about  two  mHes  dis- 
tance fVomthe  mairt  road,  and  entered  ah  ale-house, 
where  he  procured  refteshment,  for  which  he  paid 
liberally.  He  then  inforttfed'  his  hostess  of  the 
Plough,  that  he  was  travelling  on  urgent  businessr 
to  Ridbmond,  but  was  so  fatigued  by  excessive  ex- 

«  D 
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ertion,  that  he  found  it  absolutely  necessary  to  take 
A  little  rest;  and  a  bed  was  offered  him  without 
hesitation. 

Before  AUaa  retired,  he  begged  the  landlady  not 
to  disturb  him,  but  to  allow  him  to  awaken  of  his 
own  accord,  as  when  his  rest  was  broken  in  upon 
abruptly,  he  was  apt  to  fall  into  fits,  which  might 
be  both   alarming  and  disagreeable  to  strangers. 
The  landlady  promised  to  observe  his  injunctions ; 
but  towards  evening,  becoming  alarmed  at  his  un- 
usual long  sleep,   she  entered  the  chamber  with 
great  caution,  in  order  to  ascertain  if  he  was  alive. 
AUan,  who  heard  her  enter,  uttered  two  or  three 
disjointed  sentences,  which  set  the  good  woman's 
mind  at  ease. .  As  soon  at  it  was  dark,  he  descended 
to  the  kitchen,  pretending  that  he  had  just  awoke 
from  his  sleep,  and  expressing  his  regret  at  the  va* 
luable  time  he  had  so  unconsciously  lost.     After 
partaking  of  the  landlady's,  supper,  he  departed, 
contrary  to  her  earnest  solicitation. ,   The  night  was 
pleasant,  and  he  walked  cheerfully  on  till  morning, 
when  he  took,  shelter  in  a  farmer's,  bam,  among^ 
some  straw;  where  he  remained  till  the  evening; 
and  as  he  had  furnished  himself  with  half  a  dozen 
hard-boiled  e^[s.and  some  bread  at  his  last  lodging, 
he  had  no  occasion  to  go  out  in  quest  of  food. 
After  this  night's  travelling,  he  considered  himself 
free  from  danger;  and  being  possessed  of  moneys 
he  walked  leisurely  on  till  he  reached  .Darlington. 
He  intended  to  make  no  stop  in  that  town,  as  he 
was  now  anxious  to  reach  the  place  of  his  nati*- 
vity ;  but  he  fell  in  with  a  gang,  of  west  country 
tinkers  and  coopers,  by  whom  he  was  recogmaed. 
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ttid  w^comed  in  their  rough  «hd  characteristic 
.mann^. 

Allan's  heart  "was  elated  at  beholding  such  a 
number  ci  the  dear  vagrant  race,  after  having  for 
so  long  a  pmod  been  estranged  fnun  their  merry- 
society.  The  pleasure  was  indeed  mutual,  and  the 
ivhole  group  adjourned  to  an  ale-house,  where  the 
ffkss  and  song  went  merrily  round  for  two  days 
and  nights.  When  their  cash  was  nearly  expended, 
hard  necessity  compelled  the  jovial  crew  to  separate. 
Allan  had  only  two  shillings  left,  with  which  sum 
be  mig;ht  have  reached  Rothbury;  but  he  cohsi*^ 
dered  that  his  friends  would  think  lightly  of  him 
should  he  return,  after  so  long  an  dbsence,  poor  and 
pennyless.  He  therefore  Resolved  to  avoid  his  dear 
Bative  Imunts,  until  he  could  procure  a  sum  which 
might,  at  least,  defray  the  expenses  of  the  rejoicings 
which  he  anticipated  on  his  unexpected  return. 

After  leaving  Darlington,  he  a  thousand  times 
execrated  his  folly  for  having  spent  his  money  in  so 
foolish  a  manner.  On  reaching  Durham,  he  entered 
a  tavern  in  order  to  refresh  himself.  The  first  per- 
son that  accosted  him  was  a  recruiting  serjeant, 
who  was  drinking  in  the  kitchen,  with  whom  he 
entered  into  conversation,  and,  encouraged  by  his 
late  successful  escapes^  resolved  to  enlist,  in  order 
to  appear  in  proper  style  at  Rothbury.  The  Ser- 
jeant, observing  him  to  be  a  likely  man  for  his 
purpose,  supplied  him  with  liquor  till  he  cpnsented 
to  enlist ;  but  he  did  not  neglect  to  bargain  for 
most  of  the  bounty-money  being  paid  at  the  time 
that  he  was  sworn  in,  which  was  agreed  to  and  paid 
accordingly. 
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Allan  pretended  that  his  reascm  f cht  dcBiaiidic^ 
the  bounty-money  was  to  purchase  shirts^  stookiq^i^ 
and  some  other  necessaries^  and  to  discliaige  a  debt 
which  he  had  contracted  at  -Chester-le^StPeet*  where 
he  said  he  had  been  engaged  some  tune  as  a  hi- 
bourer.  This,  he  iiQag^ied,  would  account  for  Ua 
anxiety  to  get  possesion  of  rthebounty^moiiey,  and 
also  mislead  the  serjeant  as  tto  fais  charaoter  >«nd  puiw 
lE^uts.  '  The  latter,  however,  was  a  shiewd  mm^  and 
did  not  seem  entirely  satisfied  witih  ASkmls  excused 
and  appearance.  He  therefore  ordeved  vthe  fcoifianl 
to  take  him  to  his  billet,  and  to  keep  a  etriet  watek 
lest  he  should  make  hiis  escape. 

But  jthe^wily  Allan  had  observed  that  his giMod 
was  partial  to  liquor,  with  wMch  he  supplied  hiim 
so  liberally,  that  he  had  to  be  carried  tobed ;  wheai 
his  charge,  who  had  not  enjoyed  the  comfoirts  of 
dean  linen  for  a  considei^le  time,  put  one  cf  fibe 
corporal's  shirts  in  his  poolaet,  deliberately  left  the 
house,  and  proceeded  towards  Chester4e*Straet 
On  reachii^  that  place,  about  millnight,  he  pro* 
cured  admittance  into  an  inn,  wihaie  he  enquised 
after  an  acquaintance  who  ceddid  theve  when  be 
went  abroad,  and  received  ^information  that  he  lived 
at  Hilton  Ferry;  for,  bdng  aui^p^eted  of  .sevend 
acts  of  theft,  he  had  been  obliged  to  dbaadoni  Che^ 
ten  Allan  knew  the  situation  of  ha^  Mend's  new 
residence,  and  reserved  to  sepair  thither,  and  talei 
shdter  under  his  roof  for  a  time. 

Ou  leaving  the  inn,  he  enquired  of  an  oitler4]ie 
road  leading  to  Newourtle;  but  whan  the  man  left 
him,  he  turned  towards  Hilton  Feny,  wfaece  lae 
received  a  hearty  welcome  from  his  old  .associate,  a 
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teemJUmg  ^oMiper,.  with  whom  rite  oontimied  4hn^ 
dajrs.  Ci(pohidBig  tha;t  4lie  ^h^  d  parwafft  (lyw 
jptHvediover,  and  iimdenrtaadaig  <tlnt  <a  femde  tfrienA 
ii  his  ^hsa  teAdeA  at  KewcastLe,  and  ivmsin  goei 
dtcwMtenoes,  ihe  resolved  to  payterca-vkit^efeff 
lie  wttit  to  Ro&biuy.  He  yqis  aim  anxiom  to 
dbtfigie  fa» 'fostic  garb  fcMT  a  laoie  g^rt»el 'Siut  ^befio^ 
ius  ftppeaved  in  the  place  of  iii$  natmiy ;  for  he^« 
wvj^s  cMisideKd  that  a  rausiciaB  in  a  ^halibjr  4veefl; 
Innratflr  ^ppMt  his  abilities,  was  di8E8gai>ded. 

Allan  and  the  cooper  parted,  after  a  heaity  ^ea* 
foiisal,  «id  he  proceeded  without  ^bead  towards 
Newcastle;  *ut  whilst  walking  4own  Ae  Botde 
Bank  pn  Gatosliead,  >Mwas  tsiken  prisoner  by  two 
«toi]t*gEesiadien.  With  seeming  aatoniduaent,  AU 
Ian  jadfied  the  cause  of  his  detention*  when  «ne  -df 
tii^tn  said,  ''  You  wUl  ien^  that  when  you  leadi 
tile  iguavd-ihouse."  Considering  MBistanee  vain,  he 
wdked  betin^ct  the  two  soldieis,  and  eonrersed 
wsdi  them  in  the  moat  .composed,  and  even  cheeilid 
nanner,  til  ik^y  lodged  him  in  tiie  guard-housed 
Kearcasde.  He^^  again  demanded  the  reason  of 
his  ocmfinementffnd  was  iid<»med  ibat  a  party  had 
been'£0om  DuxiiBm  in  seardh  of  a  deserter,  and  tiiey 
had  eveisy  wds<M)  to  siqqpose  4hat  he  was 'the  man. 

jAdlan>protosted  bis  innocence,  dedariz^  4hat  hip 
had  iiot  been  In  3)|H%ara  for  sever^  years,  and  ei^ 
lered  to  aeeomp«9y  them  to  tlmt.cky  in  ixAsc  to 
justify  tmnself ;  but  this  request,  although  appa- 
rently reasmable,  they  iitformed  him  could  not  be 
l^mnted.  This  was  a  seveie  4isappointi»ent;  for, 
ha^ng  cash,  -he  bad  buoyed  hico^lf  up  with  the 
hope  <$£  escq>mg  00  &te  Yoad.    He,  however,  ap- 
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peared  little  concerned  at  his  detention ;  and  as  he 
iiad;  whilst  at  Hilton  Ferry,  <tg^  dressed  his  hair 
and  altered  his  dress,  the  soldiers  could  not  be  very 
positive  as  to  his  identity.  But  the  officers  dis- 
patched a  messenger  to  Durham,  with  orders  to  re- 
main there  for  the  'night,  but  to  send  immediately 
such  of  the  recruiting  party  as  could  swear  to  their 
man,  as  they  deemed  it  a  great  hardship  to  confine 
an  innocent  person ;  and  further,  if  they  neglected 
to  appear  against  him,  he  would  be  liberated  before 
midnight. 

During  the  day,  AUan  appeared  so  cheerful  and 
unconcerned,  that  the  whele  guard  thought  he  had 
been  arrested  in  mistake.    Night  approaching,  and 
the  soldiers  from  Durham  being  expected  every, 
minute,  hie  began  to  upbraid  himself  for  want  of 
skill,  courage,  and  activity,  and  conchided  by  deter- 
^lining  to  make  an  effort  to  escape.    Requesting  to 
be  shewn  Ijaekwards,  the  officer  on  guard  ordered 
one.  of  the  privates  to  accompany  him.    The  man, 
took  his  station  on  the  outside  of  the  privy,  and! 
waited  till  his  patience  was  exhausted.    He  then 
called  to  Allan,  and  receiving  no  answer,  he  opened 
the  door,  but  was  struck  with  teiror  and  astonish- 
ment on  finding  his  prisoner  had  vanished,  for  his 
eyes  had  never  for  a  single  moment  wandered  from 
thq  door.    The  poor  soldier  altered  the  guard-house, 
trembling  with  fear,  when  the  officer  sharply  de- 
manded what  he  had  made  of  the  man :  the  sentinel 
replied^  that ''  surely  he  was  the  devil,  and  no  maa" 
.  The  officer,  suspecting  that  he  had  connived  at 
the  desarter's  escape,  flew  into  a  violent  passion,  and 
ordered  the  man  to  be  instantly  confined ;  while  a 
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Serjeant  snatdbed  up  a  candle,  and  huiried  to  the 
place.  He  soon  returned,  and  reported  that  this 
deserter  hud  lowered  himself  down  and  escaped  l^y 
some  channel  communicatuxg  with  the  place;  on 
which  the  officer  went  iadso  to  examine  whether  any 
trace  of  his  escape  coidd  he  discovered,  and  was 
instantly  convinced  that  the  serjeaftt's  opinion  was 
correct  On  enquiry,  he  was  informed  that  the 
sewer  terminated  near  the  head  of  the  Gallowgate, 
on  which  he  ordered  a  party  to  hasten  and  guard 
the  place. 

In  the  mean  lime,  Allan  was  exploring  his  way 
through  the  small,  nasty/  dark  passage;  and,  after 
much  struggling,  and  great  apprehensions  of  sufib- 
cation,  he,  to  his  unspeakable  joy,  emerged  from 
the  disgusting  channel.  After  breathing  for  a  mo« 
ment,  he  gtided  over  to  the  town  moor,  where,  le^ 
fleeting  on  his  miserable  figure,  he  threw  himself 
down  in  a  paroxysm  of  exhaustion  and  Texittion. 

The  bustle  about  the  guard-house,  and  the  eager 
search  of  the  soldiers,  attracted  the  notice  of  several 
people,  who  voluntarily  joined  in  the  pursuit. 
Some  of  these  h&d  probably  observed  Allan's  re- 
treat to  the  moor,  for  in  a  Very  short  time  he  was 
alarmed  by  the  approach  of  his  pursuers,  when  he 
cautiously  crawled  upon  his  hands  and  khe^s  to  the 
edge  of  some  furze  which  he  observed  at  a  short 
distance.'  On  their  near  approach,  he  heard  an 
order  given  for  two  soldiers  to  remain  stationary, 
and  the  rest  to  disperse  in  different  directions,  and* 
to  make  diligent  search  for  the  deserter.  The  order 
was  obeyed  with  alacrity,  and  AUan  fouiid  his  situ* 
ation  extremely  precarious ;  but  at  this  critical  mo- 
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vSmsA'  thsr  corpoiBl  seiaed  a  townsnuHi  ivbose  s^ 

»  Hid  dioiiths  oonpesponded  mth  AJlan's,  and  oftDJMl 

^         for  anistenoe;    In  an  iBstaftt  Allan  sprung  lypon^ 

lib  legs^^  voeiferating  in  s  loader  voice  ti^an  an^  ef 

titt  rest^  ''Where  is  the  d — d  scoundrel?^    llie 

'  mistake  wtt  soon  discoirefed ;  bat  he  ran  abont  as 

if  amdoudy  assistiitg^  in  the  search^  keepings  ho^-- 

ever,,  earefdlly  to  the  keward  of  the  party,  lest  tte 

stench  ti  his  doatiis  sboold  lead  to  his  detefetion; 

When  his  parsueis  had  taken  a  wider  itaige,  he 

took  the  opportunity  of  slipping  off,  and,  aided  b  j 

tke  datkness  of  the  mglrt;  was  soon  exempt  fipom 

thfif  fear  of  immediate  dinger. 

ilfian^  inleatson  ww  to  bu»y  fotwaxd  aeross  the 
CMtittij^  to  Rethbory;  but  on  a  seccmd  oonaidem- 
tifm,.l»  deemed^  it  better  not  to  appeiur  before  his 
fixends*  in  sueli  a^  misi&iaUe  pHgfat  He  therefom 
Wvnttt)  Movpedi^  and  seon'f)Mnd:tbethabitat9oii  of 
one  of  tibefaa'^gang;  whem  be  got  his  doaths  prox 
pcrly  cleansed.  All  flie-  vagiMit  raee  in  the  town 
Wen  soon  apprised  of  his  arrival,  when  old  and 
yKMiag  hastened  to  webomo  his  tetum,  and  listened 
with  adinirattion  to  the  sliridged  detail  whidi  he 
gave  of  his  tisvds  anA^sfdi^ixtores.  The  night  was 
flpMt  in  feastiB^  for  which  srrand  hen-roosts  were 
Ubd  under  eontribtttiini :  biA  sMi  he  fertew  that  his 
ena|ie  f itini  Ncwoastib  wo«dd  soon  spread  abroad, 
ketptodehtly  kept  eios»  ^nidtef*  tall  the  fdOowin^ 
eveBon^  He  40fdd  dcqpend  on^  the  honour  and  se- 
cMi9^^i&;vagi«itt'ifii!i«nd«i  withwiiom  bespeMthe 
def  in  drinking,  andlatnight  d^pttrted  for  ftothbnry. 
iUlanV  beait  WW  ehrtid  while  he  bounded  over 
tfaelofty,  bleaks  and  di^biy  moiubtehi  oa&ed  Blm* 
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iidt  Moor;  and  on  Teaehing  Ae  place  of  his  nati« 
▼ity,  though  it  Tras  midnight,  he  could  not  resist 
the  desire  of  visiting  his  fevourite  haunts  by  moon* 
light,  every  one  of  which  recalled  to  his  recollection 
some  singular  ooeurrence  in  which  he  had  been  a 
jMincipal  actor.^  When  the  moon  set,  and  he  could 
no  longer  discern  objects,  he  took  shelter  in  a  cow- 
bouse,  where  he  enjoyed  a  good  sound  sleep.  In 
the  morning,  a  young  w<»nan  came  in  to  milk  the 
cows,  and  the  first  object  that  met  her  view  was 
Allan*s  face.  She  instantly  recdlected  his  features; 
and  as  it  had  been  reported  that  he  was  dead,  she 
felt  greatly  alarmed,  and  ran  to  her  neighbours,  de«» 
daring  she  had  seen  his  ghost ;  but  an  old  friend  of 
his  suiqiected  the  true  cause,  and,  contrary  to  the 
earnest  soUdtation  ci  the  females,  ent^^  the  place 
and  awoke  him  from  his  sleep. 

The  news  of  his  arrival  was  iqstautly  spread 
tltfough  this  menry  little  town,  when  he  i^oeived  a 
cordial  welcome  from  his  old  friends;  and  in  the 
oeuise  of  the  day,  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  again 
tuning  his  elegant  small  pipes,  the  gift  of  tiie 
Countess  of  Northumberland,  which  he  valiied 
abofe  all  earthly  ridies,  and  which,  for  fear  of  acd«- 
dent,  he^  had  deposited  wMb  a  gentleman  in  the 


*  The  inhftbitants  of  rode  and  wild  oonntries  h&re  more  ardent 
and  patriotic  associations  than  those  belonging  to  well  cultivated 
and  fcitfla  regions.  The  ^Isbs^  -Ukes^  waiterMby  i^ln^  precipices, 
and  otiMr  objects  of -moadtaift  soenerr,  Boake  a  deep  impresnoa 
upon  tins  imagination^  and  eve  reecAeeted  with  distinctness  and 
pleasnfe.  The  fedings  irf  Idndred  and  relationship  acqnve  str^igth 
fraa  tlie  wmders  and  n^ge&iess  of  nature^  and  generate  an  afta* 
tion  equally  nsefol  and'haiMMaraUe^ 
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neighbourhood  before  his  departure  for  India,  Bui 
now  he  determined  to  part  with  this  invaluaMe  me^ 
morial  no  more ;  as  the  dread  of  their  being  lost,  m 
receiving  damage,  had  been  to  him  a  source  of  great, 
uneasiness,  whilst  encountering  dangers  and  diffi-. 
culties  in  very  distant  parts  of  the  globe.^ 

But  although  Allan  met  with  every  encoimaget 
ment  amongst  his  fownsmen,  and  was  sent  tor  to. 
the  houses  of  many  gentlemen  and  farmers  in  the 
neighbourhood,  in  (Krder  to  relate  the  account  of  Im 
travels  alMToad,  he  was  far  from  being  happy,  as  his 
escape  >  from  the  Newcastle  guaisd-house  h^  at 
length  reached  the  remote  moorland  town  of  Roth-, 
bury.  His  townsmen,  who  still  retained  sonae  c^uu 
racteristic  traits  of  the  lawless  and  daring  Borderesfs, 
in  g^n^ul  applauded  the  enterprise,  and  inereiised 
their  friendly  assiduities  towards  him ;  but  he  wa^ 
well  aware,  that  though  he  had  numerous  friends, 
he  had  some  fsecret  enemies,  whom  he  was  applet 
hensive  would  give  information  of  his  retreat.  H^ 
jtherefore  resolved  to  leave  the  place  $is  speedily  as 
pobsible ;  but  an  old  friend  assembled  several  of  th$ 
villagers,  and  advised  jthem,  in  case  he  waa  mOf 
lested*  to  protect  and  defend  him.  Th^  rustics, 
without  hesitation,  agi^d  to  fallow  the  adyice  of 
this  infatuated  man,  and  they  communicated  their 
design  to  Allan ;  but  he,  being  aware  of  the  folly 

*  AUan>  wbo  kq»t  ''no  note  li  time/'  wbb,  as  before  noticed, 
born  in  the  year  1734  He  seems  to  have  been  at  Cakatta  the 
year  before  ike  horrors  of  the  Black  Hole  took  place;  so  that^ 
when  in  India^  he  would  be  22  years  of  age.  The  battle  ^  Min- 
den  being  fought  in  1759^  it  would  appear  that  at  tiiis  time  Allan 
must  have  been  in  the  26th  year  of  his  age. 
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and  inntility  of  their  generous  offer,  thanked  them, 
with  the  assurance  that  he  would  suffer  the  greatest 
litrdships  rather  than  subject  his  friends  to  the  in« 
conveniences  that  might  possibly  *ensue. 

Allan^  since  his  arrival  had  received  several  pre- 
sents from  the  nei^rhbouring  gentlemen  and  far- 
mers;  yet  being  often  engaged  with  dissipated 
company,  his  finances  were  very  low,  and  incapable 
of  discharging  the  expenses  of  a  journey.  Under 
thesie  circamstahces^  he  was  advised  to  apply  for  re- 
lief to  his  old  friends  at  Alnwick  Castle.  But  be- 
fore Ms  mess^ger  had  reached  this  hfospitable 
mansion,  his  escape  from  the  military  at  Newcastle 
had  biecome  a  common  subject  of  conversation. 
The  ddmesties  joined  in  lamesiting  the  inveteracy 
of  his  bad  habits,  which  neither  the  diange  of  place 
Hor  of  company  had  ameliorated ;  yet  they  could  not 
avoid  admiring  his  enterprising  and  daring  spirit^ 
and' each  agreed  tx>  furnish  some  article  of  dress,  or 
a  small  sum  for  their  old  favourite;  so  that  the 
messenger  soon  returned  to  Hothbury  with  a  gen- 
teel suit  of  doaths,  foiir  shirts,  several  pairs  of 
stockings,  handkerdiiefs,  siA  three  guineas. 
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CHAPTER  XVL 

lBeoiHlitmy-*-iNnsini-»&etnBt  of  Six  SoidSeti  dovn  BoihlNny  diQ— I^epra&i- 
tum  at  Ottabon— Fair  in  Cui^«]aDd*-C«ekpfight— B«ito-no»-*A  VHtaiK 
outwitted  by  an  A,axmi|dioe---AdiD]«k«  to  Alnwidc  Caetle^Vitit  to  YetbolQi 
— DupHdty  of  a  tecniitiiig  Se^aait— Etcape  from  Kdm-^'^frdl-cMioated  Rt^ 
▼cnga  at  Woolow 

Allan,  Hi'  hU  message  to  the  innuites  of  Ahi*^ 
wick  Castle,  had  deeply  deplored  his.  past  Grimes 
and  errors,  and,  in  the  most  expressive  and  stnorae 
terms,  stated  his  unalterable  resolution  of  amrad- 
ment  These  professions  were  not  credited;  yet 
sympathy  for  liis  perils  and  misfortunes,  and  adntt« 
lotion  of  his  musical  taknts,  combined  to  produce 
the  desired  effect.  Immediately  on  receiving  the 
gift  of  his  friends,  he  freely  abandoned  Mmseif  to 
his  fayourite  habits  of  gambling  and  drinking. 
Every  apprehension  of  danger  vanished,  and  all  at* 
tempts  at  moral  improvement  were  rehnquidied. 
Reflection  was  lost  in  dissipation ;  and  each  succes- 
sive start  from  fear,  o^  Conviction  of  folly,  was  foU 
lowed  by  an  additional  glass. 

His  enemies  did  not  fail  to  take  advantage  of  his 
thoughtless  conduct,  by  sending  a  message  to  the 
colonel  of  the  regiment  from  which  he  had  escaped 
at  Newdastle,  with  information  respecting  the  de- 
serter. The  dfficers  were  highly  gratified  at  the 
intelligence,  and  determined  to  secure  a  fellow  who 
had  evinced  so  much  cunning  and  enterprise. 
They  selected  a  chosen  party  for  his  apjnehension, 
consisting  of  a  se^eant  and  five  men,  on  whose  pru- 


■^■•■■i^— ^"W" 


JAME0  ALLAN.  SttL ' 

dence^  fidelity^  and  ooun^,  the  fuHeat  rdianoe  was 
placed.  These  men  set  off>  aftet  receiving  the 
gtdeteftt  and  most  particular  instructions  respecting 
the  hest  mode  of  arresting  and  securing  this  pro* 
Vokit^  deserter. 

The  party  reached  the  town  of  Rothbury  about 
two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  at  which  moment  Al- 
IttQ  was  amusing  himself  at  cards  in  a  public  house 
with  a  young  shephard.  A  boy  who  happened  to 
be  standing  near  the  window  at  the  time,  exclaimed, 
*fWhat  fine  soldiers  are  coming  to  our  housed 
AUan^  who  heard  the  boy's  exctematicm,  instantly 
suspected  thi^«  business.  He  therefore  stiurted  up, 
threw  down  the  cards,  and  seizing  a  large  poker, 
rushed  through  amongst  them,  as  if  mad  with  fury, 
juflt  as  they  were  entering  the  house. 

The  whole  party  had  seen  Allan  whilst  in  the 
guardJiouSe  at  Newcastle;  but  he  was  so  com« 
pletdy  metamorphosed,  that  had  he  walked  quietly 
past  them^  it  is  highly  probable  they  would  not 
have  recognized  him.  His  manner  of  leaving  the 
home,  however,t  convinced  the  soldiers  that  he  was 
the  person  they  were  in  quest  of;  and  accordingly 
they  pursued  him  with  their  utmoi^  speed :  but 
Alkn,  who  possessed  «11  the  agility  of  a  moun-* 
taineer,  outran  his  pursuers  with  enie,  and  made 
towards  a  steeip  crag  at  a  short  distance  from  the 
town,  the  summit  of  whidb  he  gained  before  the 
soldiers  reached  its  base.  His  intention  was.to  fly 
to  a  farm-house,  where  he  was  confident  of  finding 
shelter ;  but  he  changed  his  design  on  observing  a 
pile  of  stones  on  the  top  of  the  crag  where  he  stood, 
for  he  oould  not  resist  the  temptation  of  luting 
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his  puisu^  as  tiliey  advanoed  up  the  hill,  particu- 
larly as  he  found  how  far  he  excelled  Hiem  in  speed. 
He  therefoie  waited  till  he  judged  them  suffidehdy 
near  to  take  a  proper  aim,  when  he  assailed  them  in 
a  furious  manner...  The  men  were  several  times 
struck,  and  often  with  difficiilty  avoided  the  large 
stones  which  he  rolled  down,  and  which  carried  se- 
veral others  down  with  them.  At  last  they  shewed 
an  inclination  to  retreat,  when  the  serjeant  ordered 
them  to  fire;,  but  a  stone  striking  him  on  the 
shoulder,  he4:etired;down  the  hill  at  full  speed,  fol- 
lowed by  all  his  men,  who,  vexed  and  alarmed  at 
the  issue  of  their  attempt,  sullenly  re-entered  Roth- 
bury. 

Allan  had  no  sooner  put  his  pursuers  to  flight, 
than  he  hasten^  to  the  farm-house  where  he  at  first 
intended  to  take  refuge,  and  gave  an  account  of  his 
victory..  The  farmer  was  so  well  pleased  with  Al- 
lan's achievement,  that  he  pressed  him  to  remain  at 
his  house  till  such  time  as  he  was  out  of  danger, 
and  assured  him  that  he  had  nothing  to  dread,  for 
he  could  put  him  ma  place  of  concealment  where 
he  would  be  perfectly  safe. 

'  The  soldiers  were  soon  convinced  that  it  was  oi 
no  avail  to  jremain  at  Rothbury,  as  Allan  was  so 
great  a  favourite  amongst  his  townsmen,  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  take  him  in  ttmt  quarter, 
uiilesii  by  surprise,  as  almost  every  door  would  be 
open  to  receive  him,  and  every  arm  raised  to  defend 
him,  if.  occasion  required.  They  therefore  departed 
from  Rothbwy :  the  following  morning,  and,  on  ar- 
riving at  their  head-quarters  in  Newcastle,  repre- 
s^ted  the  deserter  to  be  one  of  the  most  daring 
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and  desperate  of  characters ;  asid  on  shewing  tiheir 
wounds,  their  assertions  were'  fully  credited 

The  people  in  this  part  of  Northumberland,  like 
tte  Wdch  and  Highlanders,  entertained  very  little 
respeet  for  the  Elector  of  Hanover's  soldiers.    They 
disliked  the  strictness  with  which  the  gaihe  laws 
began  to  be  enforced,  and  viewed  the  increasing 
vigilance  of  the  police  as  an  infringement  upon 
their  natural  liberty ;  while  the  introduction  of  new 
manners  was  considered  as  the  effect  of  the  revolur 
tion,  and  an  infallible  sign  of  degenerticy  from  the 
sjHrit  and  freedom  of  the  good  old  times.    These 
sentiments  induced  them  to  applaud  Allan's  bold- 
ness, Und  to  congratulate  him  on  his  escape.    The 
jdea  that  six  red-coats  had  been  baffled  by  one  of 
thdbr   countrymen,   was  also  gratifying  to  their 
pride ;  while  their  habits  of  thinking  induced  them 
to  estimate  Allan's  vagrant  and  thievish  habits  as 
beugtg,  PB  the  whole,  an  addition  to  the  character  of 
a  M^y»  fearless,  and  roving  blade.    The  warmness 
with  which  these  feelings  were  expressed- increased 
ADail's  confidence  so  much,  that  he  resolved  to  re^ 
main  in  the  country  in  i^defiance  of  his  enemies. 
Accordingly,  he  recommenced  his  musical  career, 
and  was  better  ^nployed,  and  his  company  mor^ 
courted,  than  on  any  former  occasion,  while  the 
recital  of  Ins 'travels  was  eagerly  listened  to  by  all 
classes. 

At  this  time  Allan  was  greatly  in  want  of  a  gid- 
Iqway,  to  carry  him  to  distant  parts  of  the  country ; 
and  his  extravagance  was  such,  that  he  could  not 
save  a  sufficient  sum  to  purdiase  one.  But  as  he 
playing  to  a  company  of  young  fbrmeiB  at  Ot- 
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terbun),  he  about  midnight  found  one  of  the  yottdit 
lying  amongst  some  straw  in  the  stadcgarth,  in  a 
state  of  intoxication*  Allan,  aoeording  to  hit  own 
account,  /bund  his  watch,  whidb  of  ooum  became 
his  own  property.  Early  next  morning,  he  de* 
parted  to  a  fair  in  Cumberland,  where  he  exchanged 
the  watch  for  an  old  lean  galloway  and  thirty  sfail* 
lings ;  and  at  night  was  engaged  to  play  to  several 
country  gentlemen  and  £urmers  at  the  principal 
puUie  house.  One  of  the  gentlemen,  who  was  m 
noted  cock<£ghter,  horse-racer,  &c  challenged  the 
company  to  match  his  ginger  stag  for  twenty 
pounds.  The  osder,  who  happened  to  hare  an  er- 
rand into  the  room  at  the  time,  had  fwmerly  been 
a  groom  at  Netherwitton,  and  was  ml  old  aoquaint- 
aii09  of  Allan's,  whom  be  beckoned  to  fbllow  him. 
The  signal  was  obeyed,  and  on  their  gaining  a  ^« 
vate  place,  he  said,  ^  Jamie,  I  have  a  code  as  like 
the  'ksquire's  as  two  ieansy  but  badly  bred:  nmtdi 
his  honour's  stag  for  any  money,  weil  go  stttudci^ 
and  leave  the  management  of  the  rest  to  me*"*  He 
then  gave  Allan  six  pounds,  being  all  the  cash  that 
he  had,  to  stake,  to  which  hia  flricnd  agreed  td  add 
other  four  pounds.  When  Allan  re-entered  the 
room,  the  gentleman  was  stUl  holding  forth  on  the 
hSUng  merits  of  his  cock.  The  piper,  in  a  eardiess 
manner,  obMrved,  that  he  believed  diere  was  no 
real  difference  in  the  goodness  of  cocks,  but  that 
die  whole  depended  upon  chance.  The  esquire, 
"mih  a  look  of  cnntempt,  enquired  whether  he 
would  back  Ma  Ibofish  opinion  witii  money,  if  he 
had  it;  to  which  remark  Allan  replied,  with  seem- 
ing inque,  that  he  had  ten  pounds  to  spare,  and 
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would  instantly  stake  it ;  at  the  same  time  throw- 
ing that  sum  upon  the.  table,  which  was  eagerly 
covered. 

The  gentleman  instantly  dispatched  the  ostler  to 
his  house  for  his  game  stag,  who  returned  with  his 
own  instead  of  that  which  he  had  been  sent  for ; 
nor  was  the  cheat  discovered.  On  this,  Allan 
thought  it  necessary  to  appear  disconcerted,  and, 
taking  half  a  crown  from  his  pocket,  put  it  into  the 
hand  of  the  ostler,  an^v  desired , him  to  go  gut  and 
purchase  a  cock  in  the  village  at  as  low  a  price  as 
possible.  His  accomplice  returned  in  about  ten 
minutes,  saying  he  had  bought  one  for  ten-pence  of 
an  old  man,  with  this  proviso,  that  the  cock  was  to 
be  returned,  whether  alive  or  dead,  after  the  battle, 
to  his  former  owner.  In  a  few  minutes  the  cocks 
were  equipped,  and  the  battle  began,  when  the 
ostler's  cock  was  killed  at  the  first  meeting ;  which 
circumstance  saved  the  credit  of  the  sharpers,  for* 
ha4  he  run  away  on  feeling  the  cold  steel,  the  trick 
woold  probably  have  been  detected. 

As  the  loss  of  the  battle  was  attributed  to  mere 
chance,  the  esquire  endeavoured  to  comfort  himself 
with  additional  boasting  and  noise;  but  he  most 
particularly  extolled  the  speed  and  bottom  of  a  fine 
young  gelding  which  he  rode,  c^ering  to  back  him 
against  any  horse  within  five  miles  for  one  hundred 
pounds.  A  sudden  thought,  struck  Allan,  who 
said,  **  I'll  run  my  galloway  against  your  fine  horse 
the  distance  c^  on^^mile  for  twenty  pounds,  pro- 
vided you  give  my  galloway  fifty  yards  start ;  and 
as  I  am  at  least  two  stone  heavier  than  you,  that 
will  make  the  match  nearly  equal." 

2  F 
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The  whole  company  were  astonished  8t  this  pro- 
position, deeming  it  the  most  unparalleled  folly; 
but  the  gentleman  threw  down  twenty  pounds 
upon  the  table,  which  was  cov&red  by  Allan  with 
the  like  sum*  It  was  then  agreed  that  the  race 
should  take  place  the  next  morning.  Several  of 
the  gentlemen  went  to  the  stable  and  examined 
Allan's  galloway.  They  were  all  of  opinion  that 
the  piper  was  insane,  and,  on  their  return  to  the 
company,  offered  to  lay  a  hundred  to  one  against 
him  ;  but,  great  as  the  odds  were,  none  durst 
venture. 

When  the  gentlemen  went  to  supper,  Allan  was 
left  to  his  liberty,  and  took  the  opportunity^  of  in- 
forming the  ostler,  his  accomplice,  of  the  bet  he  had 
made,  at  which  the  latter  was  much  displeased,  as 
he  sujqposed  that  the  cash  he  had  lent  Allan  was 
sure  to  be  lost,  and  began  to  expostulate  with  him 
on  the  foUy  of  laying  such  a  wager ;  but  James  cut 
him  short  by  fiaying,  "  1  trusted  my  money  on  your 
scheme,  and  why  not  you  your's  on  mine  ?    Only 
foUow  my  advice,  and  the  money  is  our  own.''     He 
then  requested  the  ostler  to  mount  the  gentleman's 
hone,  and  follow  him.     When  th^  got  to  the  spot 
pitched  upon  for  the  race,  Allan  measured  fifty 
yards,  mounted  his  galloway,  and  set  off  at  a  trot, 
playing,  ^*rU  make  ye  fain  to  JbUaw  me^  <Xk  the 
pipes.    The  ostler,  whom  he  had  instructed  to  set 
off  as  soon  as  the  galloway  b^an  to  move,  followed 
and  soon  overtook  Allan,  who  struck  the  spirited 
animal  a  smart  blow  on  the  face,  which  was  re- 
peat^ as  often  as  he  was  pushed  forward,  tiU  he 
became  so  terrified  that  the  utmost  exertion  could 
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not  make  him  advance  a  single  step  whenever  he 
heard  the  pipes.  After  repeating  this  experiment, 
they  returned  to  the  stable  without  having  been 
missed. 

Next  morning,  at  the  appointed  hour,  a  numb» 
of  people  assembled  to  witness  the  unequal  race, 
and  were  much  diverted  at  the  piper's  folly  and 
presumption.  As  soon  as  the  ground  was  measured 
off,  they  started,  A%n  at  a  gentle  trot,  and  the 
other  at  full  speed;  but  as  soon  as  his  competitor, 
was  close  to  him,  he  struck  up  the  tune  which  he 
had  played  the  preceding  night.  When  the  horse 
heard  the  sound,  he  stood  still,  nor  could  the  utmost 
exertions  of  his  rider  make  him  advance ;  so  that 
Allan  kept  on  at  the  same  pace,  nor  did  he. cease 
playing  till  he  reached  the  winning  post,  when  he 
coolly  said,  "  That  fine  gelding  seems  ta  have  a  lug 
for  music,  and  did  not  like  to  pass  it  for  fear  of 
losing  the  sound.*** 

*  Mr.  Robert  Robertson,  a  native  of  Rotbbury^  has  communi- 
cated to  us  the  following  anecdote  of  Allan,  which  is  another  proof 
that  he  was  not  destitute  of  that  species  of  dry  humour^  whidi  ge* 
nerally  distinguishes  people  of  a  singular  and  shrewd  character. 

''  Jamie  Allan,  and  his  niece.  Bet  Bennett,  with  whom  he  had 
cohabited  for  some  years^  hanng  been  lodged  in  a  byer  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Alnham,  was  on  a  Sunday  morning  Qctt^og  out  from  thence 
while  the  people  were  assembling  at  the-chUf  di>  which  is  at  a  short 
distance  £rom  the  village*  The  clerk  of  the  parish  was  then  ring- 
ing the  bell,  which  is  only  a  small  one,  placed  on  the  outside,  over 
the  porch.  Curiosity  to  see  Allan  induced  the  people  to  come  for- 
ward to  the  wall  or  dyke  of  the  church-yard,  close  to  the  road  on 
which  they  were  passing.  Bet  and  the  ass  were  a  few  yards  be- 
fore Allan  at  the  time,  who,  seeing  the  people  looking  at  him, 
called  out  to  her  loudly, '  Bet,  d — nyour  saul,  slap  the  ass  I  Stap 
the  ass,  I  say,  till  I  see  tvha's  bees  has  cassen  ;'  and  then,  with  a 
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The  person  that  held  the  stakes  paid  the  money 
to  Allan  without  the  least  hesitation;  when  the 
ostler  asked  him  where  the  dividend  of  the  profits 
Was  to  be  made.  Allan  desired  him  to  meet  him  at 
a  place  about  the  distance  of  a  mile  from  the  town» 
an  hour  after,  where  he,  no  doubt,  attended ;  but 
Allan,  with  his  characteristic  duplicity  and  avarice, 
which  even  regular  thieves  would  consider  as  dis- 
honourable, took  another  road,  and  carried  away  the 
whole  of  the  money,  not  even  returning  the  sum 
which  the  roguish  ostler  had  advanced  him. 

The  first  use  that  Allan  made  of  the  cash  which 
he  so  fraudulently  obtained,  was  to  purchase  a  suit 
of  genteel  cloaths,  in  which  he  equipped  himself, 
and  set  out  for  Alnwick  Castle,  which  he  entered 
under  the  pretence  of  returning  thanks  to  the  do- 
mestics for  their  kindness  to  him  when  in  distress ; 
but  his  real  motive  was,  if  possible,  to  be  again  ad- 
mitted into  the  service  of  the  countess.  His  old 
friends  received  him  with  great  satisfaction;  for, 
having  heard  of  his  travels,  and  of  his  conquest  on 
Rothbury  HUl,  they  looked  upon  him  as  a  very 
bold  and  enterprising  man ;  nor  was  his  patroness 
unacquainted  with  these  circumstances. 

Being  introduced  to  the  countess,  he  assured  her  of 
his  moral  improvement ;  and  she  fteely  forgave  him 
for  his  past  conduct,  and  consented  to  his  remain- 
ing at  the  castle,  observing,  that  under  her  roof  his 
reformation  was  more  Ukely  to  become  permanent, 


ferions  look  up  towards  the  people^  lie  said,  '  Gnde  sirs,  I  think 
tfour  kirk'beWs  nae  belter  than  an  auld  frying-pan^  to  tinkle  bees 
together' 


n 


JAMES  ALLAN.  3S9 

than  by  following  the  life  of  a  wandering  minstrel. 
What  had  considerable  weight  with  her  ladyship  on 
this  occasion,  was  his  genteel  appearance  in  his  new 
suit,  and  which,  he  affirmed,  had  been  purchased 
from  the  savings  of  his  own  industry. 

Allan  now  began  to  conduct  hiniself  in  a  steady 
and  orderly  manner ;  but  he  soon  relapsed  into  his 
former  habits,  amongst  low,  dissolute  company,  and 
contracted  several  small  debts.  The  latter  circum- 
stance at  length  reached  the  ears  of  the  butler,  who, 
deeming  the  honour  of  all  the  domestics  at  stake, 
acquainted  the  earl  with  the  a£fair.  His  lordship, 
without  hesitation,  liquidated  the  debt,  and  gene- 
rously kept  the  matter  a  secret  from  the  countess, 
as  he  was  certain  Allan's  dismissal  would  be  the 
consequence ;  but  he  sharply  reproved  him  for  his 
misconduct  and  dishonesty.  After  having  faith- 
fully promised  to  give  no  more  reason  for  reproach, 
he  was  forgiven; 

But  Allan's  taste  for  revelry  and  debauchery  was 
too  firmly  rooted  to  be  easily  abandoned;  and, 
while  he  remain.ed  at  Alnwick  Castle,  he  got  fre- 
quently intoxicated,  and  behaved  in  other  respects 
in  an  irregular  and  thoughtless  manner:  but  the 
countess  was  kept  ignorant  of  his  conduct.  How- 
ever, in  a  short  time*  the  farmer  whose  watch  he 
had  stolen  at  Otterburn,  as  before  related,  went  to 
visit  a  relation  in  Cumberland,  where  by  chance  he 
discovered  his  lost  prc^rty.  An  explanation  took 
place,  when  his  friend  described  the  person  from 
whom  he  procured  it  so  exactly,  as  left  no  doubt  of 
Allan  being  the  thief ;  and  knowing  that  he  was  at 
Alnwick  Castle,  the  farmer  and  his  friend  set  out 
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for  that  place,  in  order^^to  have  him  apprdiended. 
By  the  way  they  agreed  that  provided  they   ob- 
tained the  value  of  the  watch»  they  would  be  satis- 
fied without  arresting  him;  and  conceived,  that 
though  he  himself  might  not  be  able  to  advance 
the  money,  the  domestics  would  probably  settle  the 
affair,  rather  than  lose  his  company  and  music. 
When  they  arrived  4t  the  castie,  and  made  their 
business  known  to  the  house-steward,  he  thought  it 
necessary  to  consult  his  lordship  on  an  affair  so  im- 
portant.   The  earl,  who  probably  looked  upon  it  as 
a  disgrace  to  have  a  person  in  his  service  brought  to 
public  trial,  paid  tiie  farmer  what  he  demanded  for 
the  watch,  with  injunctions  not  to  make  the  matter 
public,  as  that  would  only  serve  to  render  the  cul- 
prit more  hardened. 

Allan,  during  this  traqaaction,  happened  to  be 
absent ;  but  on  hia.  return  he  was  ushered  into  the 
presence  of  the  earl,  who  coolly  informed  him  of 
the  circumstance,  and  concluded  by  saying  that  a 
person  of  sudi  infamous  diaracter  and  principles 
could  not  be  permitted  to  remain  longer  under  his 
roof.  Allan  began  to  deny  the  charge  with  his  ac« 
custpmed  effirontery,  but  was  stopped  short,  as  his 
accusers  were  men  who  bore  excellent  characters. 
The  earl  had  too  much  generosity  and  consideration 
to  dismiss  him  without  money,  but  ordered  the 
house-steward  to  give  him  ten  pounds,  and  to  charge 
him  strictly  to  enter  Alnwick  Castie  no  more. 

Allan,  ashamed  tmd  mortified,  slunk  out  of  the 
castle  without  taking  leave  of  his  fellow-servants. 
He  now  determined  to  take  a  journey  to  Yetholm, 
to  pay  a  visit  to  his  old  friends  there,  whom  he  had 
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not  seen  for  several  years^-^and  with  whom  Us 
grace  would  not  lower  his  character. 

On  reaching  Yetholm,  he  was  informed  that 
most  of  the  tribe  were  on  an  excursion  in  the  north, 
and  that  they  meant  on  their  way  back  to  call  at 
St.  Boswell's  fair»  which  he  learned  would  be  held 
two  days  from  that  period.  After  a  short  consider- 
ation, he  made  up  his  mind  to  go  to  the  fair,  not 
only  with'the  intention  of  joining  the  faa-gang,  but 
firom  expectations  of  gaining  money  by  playing; 
apd  as  he  had  an  acquaintance  at  Jedburgh,  he  re-- 
solved  to  spend  the  interval  before  the  fair  in  his 
company. 

The  day  was  far  spent  before  he  left  Yetholm ; 
and  the  weather  being  exceedingly  thick,  it  was 
dark  before  he  came  near  Jedburgh.    As  he  wan- 
but   imperfectly   acquainted   with    the   road,    he 
'  deemed  is  advisable  to  stop  during  the  night  at  a 
farm-house  which  he  discovered  near  the  road ;  but. 
on  advancing,  he  observed  the  barn-door  standing' 
invitingly  open.    Allan,  who  could  sleep  as  C091- 
fortably  amongst  straw  as  on  a  bed  of  down,  en- 
tered the  bam  with  the  expectation  of  enjoying  an 
agreeable  night's  lodging,  when,  casting  his  eyes 
around,  he  obs«*ved  something  of  a  Hght  colour 
hanging  against  the  wall,  and  which  on  examination 
he  found  to  be  a  paur  of  buck-skin  breeches.    He 
instantly  took  them  down,   and  safely  retreated 
with  his  prize.     On  regaining  the  road,  he  exa« 
mined  the  pockets,  in  one  of  which  was  some  cash ; 
but  he  said  he  had  forgotten  the  amount.    He  then 
walked  cheerfully  forward,  and  reached  Jedburgh 
much  sooner  than  he  had  expected. 
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*  Allan  without  difficulty  found  out  the  residence 
of  his  friend,  who  was  a  Gipsy  mugger,  or  dealer  in 
earthen-ware,  with  whom  he  spent  a  merry  night. 
In  the  course  of  their  convocation,  he  related  the 
affair  of  his  finding  the  breeches,  but  took  no  notice 
of  the  cash  that  was  in  the  pocket.  The  mugger 
laughed  hestrtily,  and  told  him  that  he  would  shew 
him  the  farmer  next  morning  (being  the'iAarket* 
day  at  Jedburgh)  that  the  breeches  belonged  to; 
and  assured  him  that  he  had  no  cause  of  dread,  for 
the  owner  durst  not  claim  them  for  certain  reasons 
which  he  knew. 

Next  morning,  according  to  promise,  the  mugger 
pointed  out  the  farmer  to  Allan ;  and  as  the  two 
fijends  had  been  regaling  themselves .  freely  with 
whisky,  they  agreed  to  make  themselves  merry  at 
the  farmer's  expense.  Accordingly,  they  hastened 
to  the  town-crier,  ai^d  paid  him  handsomely  to  hoist 
the  l^eeches  on  a  long  stick,  and  proclaim  through 
the  market,  that  a  stranger  had  found  them  the 
preceding  night  near  Jedburgh,  and  was  wishful  to 
return  them  to  the  owner,  provided  he  openly 
claimed  them.  The  farmer  mixed  with  the  multi- 
tude who  flocked  round  the  town-crier,  and  cast 
many  an  anxious  look  towards  his  property. 

After  the  crier  had  gone  through  the  town,  he 
returned  the  breeches  to  Allan,  who  retired  with 
his  prize.  However,  on  reflection,  he  began  to  per- 
cdve  the  folly  of  this  action,  and  the  different 
modes  by  which  the  young  farmer  might  be  re- 
venged. He  therefore  hastened  off  to  St.  Boswell ; 
and'on  this  occasion,  his.sudden  flight  turned  to  his 
advantage,  for  it  being  the  night  preceding  the  fair. 
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lie  was  well  paid  for  entertaining  a  number,  of  dro^ 
Ters.  who  had  arrived  with  cattle  for  sale ;  and  the 
business  of  the  fiir  was  eommenced  before  he  could 
spaire  time  for  a  short  sleep.  About  eight  o'clock^ 
he  awoke/  tod  walked  through  the  fair  with  great 
deliberation^  in  hopes  of  meeting  with  some  of  his 
vagrant  acquaintances,  when  he  was  accosted,  in 
rather  a  rude  manner,  with  the  appalling  wordsi 
"  You  are  my  prisoner."  On  turning  round,  he  ob- 
served Seijeant  Armstrong  of  the  twenty-ififth  regi- 
ment, with  his  sword  unsheathed.        ^ 

Allan's  first  impulse  was  to  run  od*;  but  on 
observing  several  red-coats  standing  in  various  di- 
rections near  them,  he  relinquished  that  idea.     He, 
however,  very  promptly  conceived  and  adopted  a 
plan  by  which  he  hoped  to  escape  being  sent  as  a 
deserter  to  the  regiment.     He  shook  Armstrong  by 
the  hand  in  a  seemingly  cordial  manner;  at  the 
same  time,  assuming  a  cheerful  countenance,  ha 
said^   "I  know,  seijeant,  that  you  are  a  man  of^ 
senses  and  also  that  you  ape  to  be  depended  upon : . 
I  have  a  proposition  to  make,  to  your  advantage^  * 
provided  you  give  me  your  word  of  honour  to 
abide  by  your  promise,  if  you  agree  to  the  terms  I 
shall  oflfer." 

The  seijeant  requested  to  hear  what  he  had  tof 
propose,  assuring  himy  at  the  same  time,  that  if  hp^ 
nourabte  terms  were  proposed,  he  would  certainly 
have  no  objection;  Allan  resumed,  "  WeU,  Serjeant 
Armstrongs  provided  you  give  me  my  liberty,  I 
will  this  day  engage  to  procure  you  at  least  six  as 
fine-looking  men  as  any  in  the  twenty-fifth  regi- 
ment ;  and  I  am  certain,  that  should  the  afiair  evei» 
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rtocfa  your  officers,  they  wiQ  he  far  from  hbnang: 
your  conduct." 

The  sei^nt  gave  Allan  his  wot^d  qf  honour  ihat^ 
if  he  fidfiUed  his  agreement,  he  should  at  night  be- 
at liberty  to  dispose  of  himsdf '  as  he  fieased,  n(»r 
should  he  ever  afterwards  take  him  as  a  desevter. 
'  As  soon  as  the  bai^ain  was  settled,^  AIl^  joined; 
the  drum  and  fife  with  his  pipes ;  and,  by  a  yariel^ 
of  whimsical  capers,  he  soon  attracted  the  attentioii> 
of  a  number  of  strapping  young  men,  amongst;:, 
whom  he  played  his  part  with  such  address,  andx 
dexterity^  tiiat  before  nighty  instead  <£  six,  they 
inlisted  eight  able  young  men.    He  now  fidly  ex-- 
pected  1^  liberty,  and  intimated  to  the  seijeant  lu» 
desire  to  depart.    To  this  no  objection  was  offered ;. 
but  the  seijeant  had,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  dis- 
patdied  a  mesai^e  to^  another  recruiting  serjeant  be«* 
longing  to  the  same  regiment,  who  was.  beating  up 
for  recruits  at  Kelso,  informing  him  of  Ms  bargain^ 
with  AUan^  and  tequesting  him  to.  meet  him  next 
morning  at  a  certain  ^our  ^  Mindrum  Mill,  to  taker 
the  piper  as  a  deserter. 

The  seijeatit  invited  Allan  to  partake  of  a  supper,, 
on.  account  of  their  success  during,  the  day ;  and: 
the  party  adjourned  to  a  tillage  adjoining^  the  placer 
where  the  fair  is  heM.  Entering  a  puUie  houise,. 
^ey  drank  and' danced  till  the  following  morning.. 
The  seijeant,  ia  order  to  delay  the  time  of  theb  de^ 
parture  as  long  as  posdble,  ordered  bleakfast  before 
he  and  his  recruits-  set  out  for  Wooler^  where  he 
had  been  stationed  scnbte  week^ ;  and  as  Allan  ia^ 
tended  to  go  towards  Yetholm  by  the  same  roadL 
for  a  considerable  .way,  they  alL  set  out  in  high 
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v^lAis,  and  walked  cheerfully  on  till  fliey  reached 
the  spot  where  tlxey  had  to  separate.  Here  the 
*8er|eailt  and  Allan  ^hook  hands  cordially^  and  bid 
*eltcb  other  farewell.;  but  at  that  moment  a  sudden 
ihought  seemed  to  strike  the  serjeant^  i^o  said^ 
''Faith !  Jamie,  we  must  have  the  parting  glass  and 
tune ;  and  as  the  distance  is  so  short  to  Mindrum 
Mill,  yoli  cannot  ^use  an  old  friend  who  has 
shared  danger  with  you  in  the  field  ut  Minden ;  nor 
will  I  detain  you  longer  than  you  are  inclined  to 
temain/'  Allan  was  an^ous  to  be  gone,  but  he 
could  XK>t  with  deoency  refuse  the  request.  He 
therefore,  consented  with  a  cheerful  countenance:; 
flior  had  he  at  this  time  the  least  suspicion  of  the 
.Serjeant's  design. 

On  teaching  Mindrum  Mill,  they  entered  the 
f^uUic  house,  and  Allan  ordered  a  bottle  of  gin  to 
treat  the  company^  whicdi  being  drank,  he  wished 
to .  depait ;  but  the  4Be]jeant  insisted  on  iiis  bottle 
being  also  called,  and  a  tune  on  the  pipes.  Before 
4lie  tone  was  finished,  however,  liie  other  party  was 
«een  i^proaehing ;  when  the  serjeant  desired  Allan 
not  t»  stop,  as  it  was  only  b  recruiting  party  return- 
ing from  St  Bosweirs  fair  to  AlAwick,  where  they 
were  statiQued. 

When  the  party  entered  the  bouse,  the  two  ser^ 
jeant»  appeared  to  be  surprised  at  the  meeting; 
Armstrong  declaring  he  supposed  bis  friend  was  re- 
cruiting in  Yorkshire,  wbich  station  the  other  pre- 
taided  to  have  i^ecently  left  £or  waht  of  success. 
After  a  good  deal  of  nninteresting  conversation,  the 
seijeant  w1k>  last  arrived  observed  to  liis  comrade^ 
that  he  had  made  a  good  day's  wosk^  to  pick  i;^ 
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nine  such  fine-looking  fellows.  Armstrong  rftiiia- 
hesitated,  and  at  length  said,  "  Only  eight  of  them 
are  recruits :  one  of  the  party  is  an  old  acquaintance 
of  mine,  who  will  leave  us  in  a  few  minutes,  as  he 
is  travelling  to  Yetholm.**  But  the  otiier  locked 
towards  the  place  where  Allan  was  seated,  and  with 
seeming  surprise  exclaimed,  ^*  What,  my  old  friend. 
Jamie  the  piper !  then  if  you  will  not  daim  him  as 
a  recruit,  I  arrest  him  as  a  deserter.**  Armstrong 
pretended  to  plead  for  Allan's  liberation,  but  was  at 
length  silenced  by  the  other,  threatening  to  report 
his  conduct  if  he  urged  him  to  commit  so  base  a 
breach  of  duty. 

Allan,  who  was  not  easily  imposed  upon,  from 
the  moment  that  the  second  serjeant  entered,  sus- 
pected that  the  whole  was  a  preconcerted  scheme  to 
entrap  him ;  he  was  therefore  vexed  to  the  soul  to 
find  himself  duped,  and  bestowed  on  Armstrong 
the  most  cutting,  but  just  epithets :  but  the  seiv 
jeant  still  calmly  insisted  that  the  meeting  was  acci« 
dental.  Armstrong  and  his  recruits  proceeded  to 
Wooler ;  and  AUan  was  marched  as  a  prisoner  by 
the  other  party  to  Kelso,  who  were  next  morning 
to  leave  that  place  to  jcnn  the  regiment.  But 
though  Allan  had  been  entrapped  by  Armstrong, 
he  did  not  yield  to  despair,  but  resolved,  even  at 
the  risk  of  his  life,  to  escape  before  they  arrived  at 
the  head-quarters. 

When  the  party  reached  Kelso,  he  was  given  in 
charge  to  a  corporal  and  a  sturdy  recruit,  who  re^ 
ceived  strict  injunctions  from  the  serjeant  to  watch 
him  narrowly.  Allan  artfully  tried  the  effects  of 
whiskey  upon  his  guards;  but  the  corporal  was 
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^atiou8,  and  when  they  retired  for  the  night,  he 
appeared  perfectly  sober;  and  as  they  had  a  long 
march  to  undertake  next  morning,  he  proposed  that 
4hey  should  watch  the  prisoner  by  turns.     The 
•whiskey  at  length  made  them  drowsy,  and  it  was 
agreed  by  the  two  guards  that  Allan  should  sleep 
betwixt  them ;  to  which  he  made  no  objection,  but 
.declared  that  he  would  sleep  with  his  cloaths  on. 
They  both  remonstrated  against  this  arrangement 
•without  effect ;  and  they  at  last  resolved  to  follow 
his  example,  and  to  go  to  bed  with  their  cloaths  on 
also,    Allan  had  previously  provided  himself  with 
two  large  needles  and  some  strong  twine,  with 
which  he  cautiously  sewed  the  cloaths  of  his  guards 
to  the  blankets,  as  soon  as  he  was  certain  they  were 
asleep.     When  he  had  effected  this  business,  he 
sprung  out  of  the  bed  with  so  little  caution,  that  he 
awoke  both  his  bedfellows,  who  in  great  haste  rose 
to  secure  him ;  but,  being  entangled,  they  tumbled 
oh  the  floor,  and  struck  each  other  without  mercy, 
'in  consequence  of  the  corporal  supposing  that  the 
recruit  held  him  in  order  to  let  the  deserter  escape. 
In  the  mean  time,  Allan  threw  up  the  sash  of  the 
window,  and  easily  slid  down  to  the  sixeet  by  the 
sign-post.    Being  aware  that  instant  pursuit  would 
be  made  after  him,  he  ran  towards  the  south,  in- 
tending to  take  refuge  at  Yetholm,  where  he  could 
depend  on  being  placed  in  a  secure  retreat ;  but  on 
reaching  the  bridge  across  the  Tweed,  he  observed 
a  man  and  a  woman  near  its  centre,  seemingly  in 
deep  conversation.    While  he  paused  to  determine 
cm  the  propriety  of  passing  them  or  of  pursuing  an- 
other course,  he  heard  footsteps  advancing  behindt 


him.  Seeing  no  probability  of  escape  but  by  gBOXk^ 
ing  the  river,  he  lowered  himself  over  the  battle^- 
xnents  to  the  left,  and|  by  a  g^iUe  dedivity,  reached 
the  Tweed,  in  which  he  iKonersed  himflelf  to  the 
£hin.  He  had  no  so(»ier  tak^i  this  awkwacd  rta* 
fion,  than  he  heard  the  soldiars  enquire  of  the  opu- 
pie  which  he  had  seen  upon  the  bridge  if  a  man 
had  recently  passed  them.  The  answer  which  was 
Eetumed  was  delivered  in  so  low  a  tone  of  voice, 
tibat  he  could  not  make  it  out,  and  was  imder  con^ 
ioderable  apprehension  lest  they  had  seen  him  slip 
into  the  water,  and  were  informing .  his  pursuers; 
but  his  fears  speedily  vamsheds  on  hearing  them  xe- 
tiu3i  by  the  same  road. 

AlUm  with  pleasure  heard  their  footsteps  die 
away ;  but  as  the  couple  still  kept  their^  station  oa 
the  bridge,  he  thought  it  advisaUe  to  swim  to  the 
opposite. si^  which  he  did  with  as  little  noise  as 
pos^ble,  and  then  walked  towai:ds  the  south. 

The  treachery  and  superior  cunning  display^  by 
^ierjeant  Armstrong  exasperatetd  Allan  to  the  u^ 
nu^;  an4  instead  of  gcwg  to.  Yetholm»  as  he  itf 
.first  intwded,  he  reserved  to  proceed  to  Wooler,  in 
0^ec»  if.  pps^ble, ,  to  be  reveii^g^d  on  him..  He.te^ 
oordingly  .«faai^^.  Im  route»  and  on  the  road  eoH- 
trived  has  plan  of  operations,  though  he  was  aware 
that  a  considerable  risk  attended  its  execution. 

Allan  reached  Wooler  at  an  early  hour,  and  re- 
paired to  the  house  of  one  oi  the  vagrant  tribe, 
where  he  adjusted  his  dress.  About  sev^^  o'dock, 
he  presented  himself  at  the  serjeanf  s  quarters,  and 
in  a  loud,  f^nd  rather  authoritative  tone,  demanded 
an  immediate  audience  mth  him«    The  landkttd. 
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scqf^Kisii^  from  his  mtjm&r  that  he  ha^  some  busi-^ 
nefis  of  eonflequenee  to  teansacst  with  the  serjeant,^ 
eondueted  him  to  the  bed-side.    Allan,  in  a  lofty 
raaamer,  mud  with  a  stem  conntenafice,  addressed  ^ 
him  as  follows  ^— '*  Serjeant,  you  see  a  man  before 
you  whom  you  are  conscious  ci  having  used  in  a 
scandalous  manner ;  and  we  meet,  no  doubt,  much 
sooner  than  you  expected :  but  I  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  see  your  colonel  yesterday,  on  my  being 
conducted  a  prisoner  into  Kelso,  to  whom  I  related 
the  whole  o{  your  unjustifiable  conduct  towards 
me,  at  which  he^  was  greatly  di^leased,  and,  in 
compensation,  generously  presented  me  with  my 
discharge.''    Here  he  drew  a  sheet  of  paper,  care- 
fully folded^  and  resembSng  a  discharge,  from  his 
pocket,  while  he  continued,  '*  He  at  the  same  time 
insisted  on  my  coming  to  Wooler,  and  demanding 
two  guineas  of  you  as  a  recompenee  for  the  troublb 
and  fatrgue  you  so  dishonoutably  caused  me.    ^(M 
may  also  expedv  tUs  day,  an  order  for  rejoining  the 
Kgiment." , 

The  serjesht,  bdi^  so  uxiex|]«etedly  awolce,  was^ 
astoni^ied  and  confinnded  at  dua  peremptory  and 
alarming  message,  so  triumphantly  dettve)^  by 
such  a  messenger;  but  a  consciousness  of  his  Til- 
kdnous  conspiracy  against  AHaR,  coupfed  with  al^ 
knowledge  of  his  cob^ners- aversion  to  duplicity  iii 
arery  form,  impressed  his  mind  with  dreadful  ap- 
pr^ensions,  and  absorbed  every  other  idea.  In 
tills  mcmenrtof  agitation  and  alarm,  he  defivered 
tfaer  stipulated  sum,  when  Allan,  with  a  grare  ttace, 
WBid,  ^I  hope^  Serjeant '  Armstrong,  yon  will  not 
aome  to  any  harm  in  this  business^  forthev  tha&a 
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severe  reprimand,  which  you  have  reason  to  esfpect^ 
The  seijeant  made  no  reply:  Allan'*  roguery  aiid 
effrontery  surpassed  his  conceptions,  and  he  was  left 
to  reflect  at  Idsure  on  the  nature  of  these  strange 
proceedings^ 


CHAPTER  XVri. 

iiflan*!  Flight  into  aoslNiislishin— Jdni  a  Gipqr  Camp^AmTtt  at  YdiidkD— ' 
Gifgy  Mumcn— Scnmge  Anecdotes— Fiihing— The  Two  Fiddlen*-Sbeep- 
ftetling— TnTcb  to  B«rwlck— Swimming  Exhibidon— Enlistk— Sootdi'Smifl^ 
Sttddoi  Flight. 

Apprehensive  of  heing  recaptured  by  his? 
military  enemies,  Allan  determined  on  iirtmediate 
flight  to  ^ome  distant  part  of  the  country.    To  fa^ 
dlitate  his  escape,  he  procured  a  gallov^ay  for  w 
trifle  from  a  brbther  Gipsy  in  Woofer,  haying  giVen 
him  an  order  for  the  one  left  in  his  friend's  posses-r 
sion  on  his  arrest  by  Serjeant  Armstrong.    Having 
mounted,  he  struck  through  the  trackless  wilds  that 
skirt  the  north-west  parts'  of  Northumberland,  and^ 
after  a  shwt  rest,  rode  aU  night.     Towards  the 
morning,  he  found  his  gaUoway  was  completely 
knocked  up ;  so  he  was  obliged  to  dismount,  and 
to  lead  it  gently^    On  turning  a  comer  of  the  road 
Hear  Hawick  in  Roxburghshire,  he  suddenly  came 
upon  a  party  of  Gipsies,  who  were  encamped  in  a 
fine  shaded  recess  at  the  side  of  the  road.^    **  Jamie 
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Allan  !"*  exclaimed  several  voices  at  once ;  >vhile  a 
young  woman  sprung  up,  amd»  clasping  him  in  her 
arms,  saluted  him  with  great  fervour.  Allan,  on 
recognizing  Sally,-  the  fortuae-teljer,  whom  he  had 
been  obliged  to  leave  abruptly  at  Appleby  on  his 
escape  to  Ireland,  was  equally  pleased.  Since  his 
departure,  she  had  married  a  Gipsy  cooper,  who 
had  just  been  transported  at  Carlisle  to  the  Ameri- 
can colonies  for  horse-stealing ;  and  being  now  per« 
fectly  at  liberty,  she  agreed  to  renew  her  partnership 
with  the  merry  piper. 

After  partaking  of  a  hearty  breakfast,  the  party 
hastily  yoked  their  carts,  and  hurried  oiFto  join  the 
main  body,  ivho  had  rendezvoused  on  a  common 
near  Harewood.  Allan's  heart  was  elated  on  be- 
holding the  encampment  of  his  old  mends.*    The 

*  Mr.  Henry  Robson^  who  is  emi^oyed  in  the  office  of  the  pub- 
liBhers,  has  oompoaed  the  -followiiig  song,  which  ig  highly  charac- 
teristic of  the  opinions*  manners^  and  amusemeiil^  of  th^  Gipsy 
tribe: —  •    •• 

GIPSY'S  SONG. 

Here  awhile  we'll  cease  from  roaming — 

Pitch  the  tents  among  the  broom — 
Turn  the  asses  on  the  common^ 
And  enjoy  the  afternoon. 

Merry  shall  we  he  to-day :  .    .  ' 

What  is  life  devoid  tf  pleasure  9 
Care,  from  us  keepfaf  away. 

While  Mirth  pursues  his  sjfrightly  measure^ 

Place  all  things  in  ^aper  orders*— 
Bndgets^  boxes,  crock'ry,ware ; 
*    And  here,  encamp'd  on  England's  Border, 
Well  remain  tOl  Whitsun  fair.     •  •  ' 
Mirry,  ^v. 

11  iu       ' 
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vagrant  crew  leoeiy^  him  with  every  demofishti^ 
tion  of  joy,  and,  on  hearing  of  his  late  acHievements^ 
provided  for  hift  safety;  while  his  heart  dilated 

EtM  the  brntes  of  panniers' load ; 

Let  them  browae  among  tlie  Heatfier. 
Light  a  five  and  dress  some  roodj 

And  frankly  we  shall  feast  together. 

Andj  Allan,  then  shalt  screw  thy  drone^ 

And  play  up  "  Maggie  Laudet^'  STvieetly> 
Or  " Monejf  Musk*  or  " Dorrington" 

And  we  shall  frisk  and  foot  it  neatly. 

Merry  J  4yc.  i 

Cronfd^  gain'd  applause  for  many  a  tnne ;  t 

Few  peer'd  him  in  the  High  or  Lawkn': 
Bot  neither  he  nor  Sumfy  Browiri' 

Goold  triU  a  note  like  JamU  Allan. 
Merry,  Sfc. 

''OtBlai94oudHM^*BwHL&9m, 

Nm  gay  nor  daft  conid  please  the  daaeer ; 
But  aye  to  Allan's  lilts  at  feirs^ 

The  very  feet  themselyes  would  answer.'':^ 
'  Merry,' ^. 

Each  chiel  shall  take  his  CEtv'rite  lass* 
And  danoe  with  her  till  she  be  weary, 

*  Crowd  was  a  vanderiag  ptpoTf  who  £reqiiestly  tvmvelled  with  Gipsieft. 

f  About  tfairtjr-two  yesn  sgo,  a  poflm.sppound'in  m  Kdi9  newspaper,  wherein 
this  cdehntad  pqier  is  lespoctfuOy  mentioiied«    The  foUawiBg  is  an  eztxact:-^ 

*'They  brought  th«  piper,  Sandy  Brawny 
To  Jedborgh  ftmn  I.ochniaben  town ; 
Thoogh  whnding  eiir  and  braktn  down 

V    AuH  Sandy  leemM, 
Hia  chanter  for  a  pleasing  soond 

Was  stffl  esteemU** 
X  This  vene  was  wxitten  by  die  late  Mr.  Wilfiam  fUduitdsBn,  «f  Nordi  Shields, 
but  WW  sent  too  hue  to  be  inseited  in  a  fonner  editioii  o£  ths  aoi«. 
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with  pleasure  on  i^in  finding  himself  amongst  his 
foitner  jovial,  free,  and  caielesa  companions*  Re- 
membering the  charms  of  his  music,  the  attractions 

And  wann  lier  mth  the  wbisky  glam^    ^    ' 
And  kiss  and  hug  Ids  nut-biown  de«m> 
Merry,  4*. 

And  when  of  mirtk  we Ve  had  our  will. 
Upon  the  heath  love  shall  entwine  ns^ 

Oar  plighted  ^ws  we'll  then  fulfil. 
Without  a  eanting  j^est  to  join  os. 
Merry,  4*. 

And  ti^e  we  go  our  country  rounds. 

Trinkets  selling,  fortunes  telling. 
Or  tink'riiig,  oooping,  casting  spoons. 

We'll  still  obtain  the  ready  shilling. 
Merry,  4^- 

Unto  the  ferm-steads  we  can  hid, 
-  Whene'er  our  atodc  of  food  grows  scanty ; 
And  from  the  hen-xooat,  Un,  or  sty; 
We'U  aye  get  fresh  supplies  in  plenty.     .  ^ 
Merry,  4^. 

And  when  the  herdsmfn  goes  to  sleep. 

And  on  the  foU  remains  the  floek. 
We'll  steal  abroad  among  the  sheep. 

And  take  a  dioice  one  from  the  stock. 
Merrg,  Sj^. ' " 

The  clergy  take  the  tenth  of  swine. 
Potatoes,  poultry,  com,  and  hay:  ' 

Why  should  not  Gtpiies,  when  they  lline, 
Have  a  tithe-pig  as  weU  as  theyf 

Merry,  Sfc.  ^  ^  . 

We  wish  not  for  great  store  of  wealth. 
Nor  pomp,  nor  pride,  nor  costly  dainty ; 

While  blest  with  liberty,  and  health, 
Alid  competence, — ^then  we  have  plenty. 
Merry,  i^c* 


I 


I 
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of  his  humour,  aiid  the  dexterity  with  which  h^ 
conceived  and  executed  plans  of  depredation,  they 
joined  in  entreating  him  to  remain  amongst  theni. 
Allan  retained  a  strong  predilection  for  their  habits 
of  life ;  he  longed  to  encamp  amongst  theto  on  the 
moors,  to  pilfer  the  hen-roosts,  and  to  join  the  mer- 
riments that  accompanied  their  feasts.  Nor  were 
the  charms  and  abilities  of  Sally  to  be  disregarded. 
He  therefore  felt  happy  and  joyful,  and,  with  his 
merry  associates,  passed  the  night  in  feasting  and 
dancing. 

Next  day,  the  party  prepared  to  retom  to  Yet- 
holm.  A  few  of  the  young  Gipdes  went  to  a  fair 
near  Wooler ;  but  Allan  declined  the  invitation  to 
accompany  them.  He  resolved  to  avoid  fairs  and 
red-coats  in  future.  They  journeyed  towards  Yet- 
faolm  by  slow  and  short  stages,  and,  before  they 
reached  the  town,  were  rgoined  by  those  who  had 
gone  to  the  fair. 

On  approaching  Kirk-Yetholm,  all  the  Gipsy 
youth  in  the  village  came  out  to  welcome  their 

'  friends,  who  on  the  road  had  picked  up  three  fat 
sheep.  'Allan's  heart  leaped  for.  joy  on  seeing  so 
many  of  his  kindred ;  for  the  village  was  full  of  the 
tribe,  who  had  assembled  to  witness  a  marriage  be- 
tween a  distinguiished  Scotch  Gipsy  and  one  of  old 
Will  Faa's  daughters.  The  other  inhabitants  of 
this  place  are  prudent  enough  never  to  mix  amongst, 
or  to  observe  too  nearly  the  proceedings  of  the  Gip- 

.  ijies ;  who,  on  the  other  hand,  are  quiet  and  peaceable 
neighbours.  The  local  situation  of  this  place  is  ex- 
cellent, and  "  afforded,"  as  a  late  writer  renaarks,  "  pe- 
culiar facilities  for  the  indulgence  collie  roaming  and 
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predatory  habits  of  the  6ips(ies,  and  for  the  evasion  of 
legal  restraints  and  penalties.  Though  retnote  from 
the  principal  public  roads,  they-  obtaiiled,  from  this 
station,  a  ready  access  to  the  neighbouring  districts 
of  bpth  kingdoms,  by  various  wild  and  unfrequented 
by-paths,  little  known  since  the  dayj  of  the  Border 
forays,  except  to  themselves  and  a  few  cattle- 
drovers.  The  hiljs  and  waters,  also,  teemed  with 
game  and  fish ;  and  the  upland  farms  and  hamlets 
required  a  coi^stant  supply  of  tinkering,  crockery, 
and  horn  spoons,  and  abounded  with  good  cheer, — 
while  magistrates  and  constables,  and  country-towns, 
were  *  few  and  far  between.'— All  these  were  advan- 
tages of  no  trivial  nature  to  the  vagrant  commmiity, 
and  they  se^m,  accordingly,  to  have  been  neither 
overlooked  nor  left  unemployed  by  the  colonists  of 
Kirk-Yetholm. 

**  The  village  itself  lies  quite  embosomed  among 
the  Cheviot  Hills,  and  besides  its  claims  to  celebrity 
as  the  modern  metropolis  of  the  *  Lordis  of  Littil 
Egipt,'  it  is  not  undeserving  of  some  notice,  also, 
on  account  of  the  simple  and  sequestered  beauty  of 
its  scenery.  It  hangs  upon  the  lower  declivity  of  a 
steep  rocky  hill,  called  Stairroch,  on  the  soathem 
bank  of  the  Bowmont,  or,  as  Leyden  has  named  it, 
the  Fi?te.*    This  is  a  fine  trouting  stream,  which 

*  The  following  extract  from  Leyden's  beautifiil  poem^  alluded 
to  above^  is  finely  desGriptive  of  the  despised  and  degraded  Gipsy 
race:— 

"  On  Yeta's  banks  the  vagrant  Gipsies  place 
Their  turf-built  cots ;  a  sun-burnt  swarthy  race! 
From  Nubian  realms  their  tawny  line  they  brings 
And  their  brown  diieftain  vaunts  the  name  of  king : 
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issues,  ^  few  miles  above,  from  tbe  west  side  of 
Cheviot ;  and  aft»  winding  through  a  narrow  pas- 
toral valley,  unsheltered  with  wood,  but  bounded 
every  where  by  (sqsooth  steep  hills  of  the  n^ost 


Wilh  kiteriag  st^ps  irom  town  to  town  they  pals,      , 

Their  laxy  dames  rodced  on  the  panniered  ass.  ^ 

From  pilfered  roosts,  or  nauseous  carrion,  fed. 

By  hedge-rows  green  they  strew  the  leafy  bed. 

While  scarce  the  doak  of  tawdry  jed  conceals 

The  fine-turned  limbs,  which  every  breeae  reveals : 

Their  bright  black  eyes  thro'  silken  laskes  shine. 

Around  their  necks  their  raven  tresses  twine ; 

But 'chilling  damps>  and  dews  of  night,  impair 

Its  soft  flJeek  gloss,  and  tan  the  bosom  bare. 

Adroit  the  lines  of  palmistry  to  traoe^ 

Or  read  the  damsel's  wishes  in  her  face. 

Her  hoarded  silver  store  they  charm  away,'    "^  * 

A  pleasing  debt,  for  promised  wealth'  to  pay.  * 

But,  in  the  lonely  bam,  from  towns  remote^ 
The  pipe  and  bladder  opes  its  screaking  throat. 
To  aid  the  reVela  of  the  MHsyrout, '    ' 
Who  waQtea  dance,  or  posh  the  cups  about : 
Then  for  their  paramours  the  maddening  brawl, 
Shriir,  fierce,  and  frantic,  echoes  round  the  halL 
No  glimmering  light  to  rage  supplies  a  mark, 
Savo  the  ted  fire-brand,  hissing  through  the  dark; 
And  oft  die  beams  of  mora,  the  peasants  say. 
The  blood-stained  turf,  and  new-formed  graves,  display. 
Fell  race,  unworthy  of  the  Sootian  name  1 
Tour  brutal  deeds  your  barbarous  line  proclaim ; 
With  dreadful  Dallas  linked  in  kindred  band^ 
The  kcttst  1^^  of  Ethiopia's  sands. 
Whoso  Ibtntie  shouts  the  thunder  blue  defy. 
And  launch  their  arrows  at  the  ^o^ng  sky. 
Ill  barbarous  pomp  they  glut  the  inhuman  ftaaC, 
With  dismal  viands  man  abhors  to  taste; 
And  grimly  smile,  whoi  red  the  goblets  shine. 
When  mangles  red  the  shell— but  not  with  wine  i" 
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beautiful  verdure,  flows  down  between  ^he  two  vil- 
lages of  Kirk  aiid  Town  Yethohti.  '  llie  Bowmont 
is  here  joined  by  a  large  brook  ff&foA'i^e  bottom  of 
a  picturesque  recess  among  the  neighbouring  hills, 
which  pours  into  it  the  superfluous*  waters  of  the 
little  lake  of  Loch-Tower  or  Lochside.  A  short 
way  below  this  it  enters  England,  and  afterwards 
fidls  into  the  Till  nesCr^'Floddeu  Field. 

"Between  the  two^ villages  is  stretched  a  broad 
and  level  haugh^  which  the  Bowmont  occasionally 
overflows.  At  Fasten's  Even  this  always  forms  the 
theatre  for  the  toughest  foot-ball  match  now  played 
in  the  south  of  Scotland.  Town-Yethohn  lies  ra- 
ther low,  and  exhibits  nothing  remarkable  either  in 
the  character  of  its  inhabitants  or  its  internal  ap- 
pearance; but  a  small  conical  hill,  whose  rocky 
stfnunit  retains  the  vestiges  of  some  imcient  en- 
trenchments, rises  between  it  and  Loeb-Tower,  and 
presents  a  very  pleasing  view  on  approochifag  from 
the  north.  It  is  cultivated  on  all  sides  quite  ta  the 
top, — and  the  small  village  tenants,  by  whom  it  is 
ehiefly  occupied,  have  parcelled  out  its  sloping  de- 
divities  into  paria^  or  little  endbsures,  of  almost 
Chinese  variety, — each  of  which  annually  e^thibits, 
on  a  small  scale,  the  diverged  operations  |  and  va- 
riegated vegetation  of  Scottish  husbandry. 

"  The  aspect  of  the  opposite  village,  to  which  the 
Gipsy  population  is  entirdy  confined,  is  of  a  difBsr- 
ent  character : — a  mill  and  a  church-yard  rising  from 
the  brink  of  the  water — ^the  church  itself  low  and 
covered  with  thatch — ^beyond  which  appear  the 
stn^gled  houses  of  the  village,  built  in  t^e  old 
Scottish  style,  many  of  them  with  their  gable-ends. 
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bfv^ks,  or  CQmem^ turned  to  the  street  or  toun-gate— 
and  still  farther  ijp,  the  Tinkler  Row,  with  its  low, 
Unequal,  straw-covered  roofs,  and  chimneys  bound 
with  rushes  and  hay-ropes — men  and  women  loiter- 
ing at  their  doors,  or  lazily  busied  among'  tliein 
carts  and  panniers — and  ragged  children  scraftiblin^ 
cm  the  nUdden^teads  (which  rise  before  every  cot-* 
tage)  in  intiniate  and  equal  fellowship  with  pigs» 
poultry,  dogs,  and  cuddies'* 

Allan,  on  entering. the  viUage,  immediately  re* 
paired  to  the  royal  residence  to  pay  his  respects  to 
old  Will,  by  whom  he  was  received  with  great 
kindness.  The  house  was  full  of  Gipsies  of  bpth 
f sexes,  who  had  come  to  the  wedding;  and  there 
were  above  fifteen  asses  tethered  near  the  door.  A 
large  pot  was  simmering,  on  the  fire ;  and  as  ^Uan 
cast  his  eye  upon  it,  the  chief  ini^ited  him  to  par« 
take  of  their  supper.  The  soup,  thick  and  btown, 
was  soon  emptied  into  large  bowk,  and  a  savoury 
steam  arose  of  hares,  hens,  and  onions.  Every  one 
instantly  plunged  in  his  horn  spoon,  and  the  dishes 
were  quickly  emptied.  Some  excellent  whisky 
closed  the  repast ;  while  many  songs  were  delivered 
in  a  tough  and  careless  chaunt. 

After  sleeping  about  two  hours,  Allan  waa  roused 
up  to  join  a  party  which  was  ordered  out  to  collect 
game.  Some  went  in  one  direction,  and  some  in 
another :  but  Allan  devoted  himself  to  trout^h-* 
ing;  and  so  eminently  successful  were  his  exer* 
tions,  that  he  received  a  nod  of  approbation  from 
Madge  GardoUf  the  queen  of  the  tribe,  a  favour 
seldom  granted  by  this  haughty  and  bold  woman. 
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Kext  day  the  marriage  took  place,  and  Allan 
played  almost  incessantly.  Laughter,  songs,  and 
dancing,  shewed  the  absence  of  care/  and  the  deter- 
mination to  be  happy.  Old  Will  at  last  ordered 
twa  Bolder  pipers  to  supply  Allan's  place,  and  the 
latter  joined  in  the  dance  with  his  favourite  Sally. 
This  young  woman  sung  the  favourite  old  ballads 
of  the  tribe  in  the  most  sweet  and  pathetic  manner. 
Madge  requested  her  to  sing  one  which  commemo- 
rated a  daring  deed  executed  in  old  times  by  a 
Gipsy  hero.  She  immediately  sung  it  so  as  to  ele^ 
vate  and  charm  the  whole  assembly.  A  stout 
G}psy>  named  Winter,  mentioned  before,  sprui^ 
up,  saying,  "  Deil  hae  me  if  I  dinna  kiss  the  cherry 
lips  that  can  sing  sae  sweetly  f  and  running  up  to 
Sally,  he  saluted  her.  In  return,  she  slapped  him 
slightly  on  the  cheek,  and  archly  said,  "Thou  loon/ 
.  I  tell  thee  dool  and  sorrow  comes  o'  kissing.''  The 
andadous  Gipsy  laughed,  and  casting  his  swarthy 
eyes  upon  Allan,  he  muttered,  with  visible  scorn, 
"Shall  a  feckless  piper  eat  the  cherries?"  AUan 
endeavoured  to  smother  his  wrath ;  for  Winter  was 
fierce,  young,  and  powerful,  and  his  disappointnient 
in  losing  Sally  had  once  before  placed  Allan's  life  in 
danger. 

Shortly  after,  Allan  joined  in  a  six-reel,  and  was 
tripping  on  the  green  with  his  wonted  agiUty, 
when  Winter  dexterously  tripped  him  up.  In  an 
instant  he  started  upon  his  feet,  when  Winter  ex- 
claimed, "Dinna  scowl  on  me,  man,  or  I'll  save 
the  hangman  his  trouble."  Allan  knew  that  dis- 
grace and  danger  would  be  incurred  by  exhibiting 
fear^ .  and  imagined  he  might  safely  make  a  plunge 
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3t  hiA  rival  before  he  could  Kssume  his  guard.     But 
be  was  mistaken^  as  his  knife  was  scarcely  drawn 
until  the  ready  rutiian  started  back,  and,  unaheath- 
ing  his  dirk»  gave  a  loud,  discordant  laugh ;  while 
hie  fiioe  grew  black,  he  quivered  with  rage,  and  an 
infernal  smile  curled  his  lips.    Retreat  being  im- 
possible, Allan  rushed  forward  to  make  a  mortal 
thrust ;  but  just  as  their  biu*e  weapons  were  m^et^ 
ing,  Mit^gef  who  had  been  sitting  on  an  dd  pannier, 
started  up,  threw  tier  plaid  Upon  the  instruments^ 
and  then,  with  amazing  quickness,  drew  a  silver* 
mounted  pistol  from  her  boscxn,  which  she  cocked, 
and  said,  in  a  firm»  bold  voic^  **  Peac^  cowards !  or^ 
by  the  sotd  of  my  father,  I'se  shew  ye  both  the 
colour  o*  blood*    Ye  poor  soulless  coofs, — ^ye*re  the 
disgrace  o'  our  race.    Ye  sneakin'g  robbers  of  atdd 
wives'  hen-roosts,  ye  darena  follow  th$  steps  o'  our 
gallant  fcnv-clders,  but  ye  can  be  fierce  and  bold 
with  each  other.    Peace,  I  say,  ye  sa^kless  bodies.  ** 
The  combatants  dropped  their  weapons;  Madge 
returned  her  pistol,  and  resumed  her  seat  with 
great  calmness ;  the  sports  were  recommenced  as  if 
nothing  had  happened ;  and  the  rivals  seemed  to  be 
the  merriest  in  the  company •♦ 

*  The  VTinter  here  spoiken  of  is  sopposed  to  have  fallen  in  a 
squabble  amongst  his  tribe;  The  gang  to  which  he  belonged  long 
inhabited  the  wastes  of  Northomberland.  John  and  Robert  Win- 
ter, father  and  son,  were  desperate  robbers;  bat,  in  1788,  thef 
were  appreh^ded  for  breakii^  open  tiie  house  of  William  CharU 
ton,  £8q.  of  Hesleyside.  Being  eoavicted  at  the  assises^  they 
were  executed  at  Morpeth  on  Angnst  6th  in  that  year.  At  their 
death,  they  testi^fll  the  most  brutal  want  of  feeling,  fear,  or  com- 
punction. William  Winter^  another  son  of  the  hoary  ofRender^ 
iv«s  sucb  a  feariess  depredator^  that,  daring  the  last  tt^epn  years 
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This  being  the  best  seaaw  for  travellfng,  the 

Gipsy  community,  aft^r  three  days'  /|^ting»  were 

ord@^  to  their  several  districts  or  walks4     Qld 

Will  Faa»  v^ith  three  other  men  and  seven  women, 

lemained  at  home  to  execute  certain  orders  foi: 
« 

ef  liis  h£e,  he  had  not  been  at  liberty  six  montlis  together..  At 
last,  an  old  woman  named  Margaret  Crozer^  at  Elsdon  in  North- 
umberland, was  found  murdered,  and  her  house  robbed.  Stlspi- 
ciott  ttotundly  Hell  up<m  WiBimn^Winter,  and  his  two  ass^atea, 
Jane  and  Eleanor  Glark>  whs  were  in  the  neighbeuriiood.  By  the 
activity  of  the  late  Walter  Trevelyan,  Esq.  they  were  apprehended 
and  eonvicted  on  the  clearest  evidence.  The  trial  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  court  for  sixteen  hours.  Such  was  the  uncommon 
strength  of  William  Winter,  that,  after  receivii^  setftence  of 
death,  he  carried  both  his  fbmale  companions,  one  under  each  arm, 
from  the  bar,  and  across  a  wide  street  to  the  old  Castle ;  supporting, 
at  the  same  time,  hit  awn  heavy  chains,  as  well  as  the  irons  affixed 
to  the  women.  They  were  executed  at  the  Westgate,  Newcastle, 
on  August  10,  1792.  The  bodies  of  the  two  females  were  sent  to 
the  Surgeons'  Hall  for  dissection;  but  Winter's  bo4y  was  hung  in 
chains  on  Wiskershields  Goramon^  near  to  where  the  barbarous 
deed  was  committed.  This  loathscnne  spectacle  ^t  length  fell  into 
pieces ;  but  the  lord  of  the  npkanor  set  up  a  new  gibbet^  on  which 
the  rude  figure  of  a  man  in  wood  is  suspended-  The  remnant  of 
the  winter  gang  fled  into  Roxburgb shire,  under  the  assumed  name 
of  Winterip.  They  settled  ai  ajDottage  within  about  four  miles  of 
Earlstoun,  and  became  great  plagues  to  the  country,  until  they 
were  secured,  after  a  tight  battle,  tried  before  the  circuit  court  at 
Jedbui^h,  and  banished  {»ack  to  their  native  country  of  England. 
The  dalesmen  of  Reedwater  shewed  gr^t  reluctance  to  receive 
these  returned  emigrants.  After  the  Sunday  service  at  a  little 
chapel  near  Otterburn,  one  of  the  squires  rose,  and  addressing  the 
congregation,  told  them  they  would  be  accounted  no  longer  Reeds- 
dale  men,  but  Reedsdale  women,  if  they  permitted  this  marked 
and  atrocious  family  to  enter  their  district.  The  people  answered, 
that  they  would  not  permit  them  to  come  thatjiray  ;  and  the  pro- 
scribed family,  hearing  of  the  unanimous  resoluBon  ta  oppose  their 
passage^  went  mare  seuthtrly  by  the  heads  of  Tyne. 
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Spoons,  basket!,  &c.  and  to  mend  some  luNieies  of 
valuable  china.*  Allan  also  was  ordered  to  stay  at 
home,  as  he  could  hot  with  safety  venture  abroad. 
Fishing  was  at  oAce  his  occupation,  amusement, 
and  delight,  tie  fiad  long  been  deprived  of  this 
sport,  and  he  now  resumed  it  with  uncommon  ar- 
dour. The  Gipsies  at  home  were  plentifully  sup- 
plied with  burn  fish ;  and  sometimes  he  roamed  as 
far  as  the  Tweed,  from  which  he  never  returned 
without  being  loaded  with  salmon** 

*  Allan's  fondness  for  certain  songs  and  music  on  the  sport  of 
fishing,  reminds  the  writer  of  the  following  excellent  ^'Fishing 
Song/'  from  the  "  Border  Tonr,"  t»the  air  '^Blue  Bonnets  orer 
the  Border,"  and  which,  not  being  much  known,  may  be  accepta- 
ble to  the  reader  ;— 

'^  Oh !  wad  je  wish  to  gang  to  the  fishing,  lad. 

Ye  maun  get  up  in  the  morning  sae  early ; 
Wi'  skip  like  the  roe-deer,  and  bKtfae  heart  and  glad. 

And  tackle  in  order  to  start  to  it  fairiy. 
Away !  while  the  sleepers  aronnd  ye  are  dreaming ; 
Away !  while  the  grey  eye  of  morning  is  beaming ; 
Ere  the  mist  leave  the  mountain,  ' 
The  wild-duck  the  fountain. 
Or  the  pure  light  of  day  o'er  the  world  is  streaming. 

"  When  the  soft  winds  of  spring  the  primrose  awaken. 
And  the  blue  violet  fiow'r  in  the  valley  is  blushing ; 
When  the  snow-fiake  the  for  mountain  height  has  forsaken. 

And  the  streams,  full  of  fineshness,  are  sparkling  and  gushing ;. 
When  wild  birds  are  singing,  and  young  lambs  are  bleating; 
The  blackbird's  first  love-lay  its  own  mate  is  greeting; 
When  the  swift  and  the  swallow 
The  waters-flies  follow. 
And  the  sea-gull  sails  slow  o'er  the  qjot  where  they're  fleeting. 

^'  Gang  down  by  the  glens  where  the  river  runs  gently/ 
Where  the  light  western  breeze  the  streams  ripple  over. 
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Bui  Allan,  while  fishing,  sometimes  obtained  an 
engagement  to  play,  from  which  he  acquired  small 
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By  the  deep  eddied  poalft»  wbere,  siloitMid  lently. 

The  trout  keeps  his  watch  'neath  the  viUow'd  hank's  cover ; 
And  there  with  the  ij,  where  the  water  winds  8h>wl7> 
Neatly,  and  cleanly^  thro\t  it  out  just  helow  ye ; 

Watch  ibr  him  steadily. 

Strike  at  him  readily. 
And  run  him  till  faint  on  the  sward  he  lies  lowly. 

*^  With  the  minnow  or  bait,  in  the  streams  that  are  fleetest. 

For  the  large  yellow  fellows,  two-pbunders  and  more. 
You  are  sure  of  a  tune,  to  the  fisher's  ear  sweetest— 

For  the  sound  of '  the  Pirn'*  is  all  music  before. 
He  comes  with  a  boil,  like  a  deep  cauldron,  gasping, 
80  fiujdden  and  keenly  the  titapting  bait  grasping-— 
Hark  to  him  splashing ! 
See  to  him  dashing  1 
There  he  pants  on  the  shore,  and  your  hand  cannot  clasp  him. 

"  When  the  basket  is  fill'd,  and  the  strap  can't  be  tighter^ 
Hie  homeward  once  mere,  neither  care-worn  nor  weary ; 
And  there,  round  the  happy  hearth,  to  eyes  that  are  brighter 

Than  the  star-light  of  heaven,  and  Wd  far  more  dearly, 
Exhibit  the  spoils  of  the  morning's  deceiving ; 
Tell  o'er  the  deeds  of  the  proud  day's  achieving; 
Count  them  out  one  by  one. 
Tell  how  each  feat  was  done. 
In  stories  past  all  but  a  fisher's  believing. 

''  O  there's  no  sport  on  earth  the  fishing  compar'd  to ! 

And  streams  there  are  none  our  own  streams  to  marrow; 
In  sweetness  and  beauty,  the  wide  world  I  dare  to 

Match  me  the  Ckiquet,  the  Tweed,  or  the  Yarrow. 
Where  are  there  ony  that  run  half  bae  clearly  ? 
Where  are  there  ony  we  love  half  sae  dearly  ? 
O  fishing's  the  sport  for  me ! 
But  day's  owre  short  tor  me 

To  tell  how  I've  loo'd  it — how  long  and  sincerely.** 

i 
*  See  note,  page  lik 
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sums,  that  were  mostly  expended  on  siome  shewy 
artide  of  dress.  During  ooe  oS  his  lamUes,  he 
heard  that  a  gentleman  farmer  in  the  neighbour- 
hood was  to  be  manied  to  a  lady  of  fortune  the 
following  day,  and  a  large  compemy  were  expected 
to  attend  the  nuptials.  He  therefore  hastened  to 
ofier  his  services  on  the  joyful  occasion^  which  were 
graciously  accepted,  and  he  was  invited  to  reoiain 
all  night.  While  meditating  on  the  profits  likely 
to  accrue  from  this  fortunate  circumstance,  t^ra 
ominous  birds  (as  Allan  termed  fiddlers)  from 
Kelso,  and  who  were  engaged  for  the  purpose,  en- 
tered the  apartment  where  he  was  seated.  They 
were  an  unwekx>me  sight  to  Allan,  and  put  all  his 
golden  dreams  to  flight,  for  he  was  afraid  that  the 
music  of  the  violin  would  be  preferred  to  that  of 
the  pipes.  He,  however,  disguised  his  chagrin,  and 
gave  his  brother  musicians  a  seemingly  hearty  wel- 
come ;  but  fixed  a  resolution  at  the  same  time  to 
"  spoil  their  fiddling"  by  some  means  or  other, 

The  two  fiddlersy  like  most  o£  their  brethren  of 
the  same  profession,  had  no  objection  to  liquor 
when  free  from  cost,  and,  having  plenty  at  com- 
mand, helped  themselves  so  freely,  that  they  were 
obliged  to  be  supported  to  their  beds  at  an  early 
hour.  Allan^  on  the  contrary,  kept  himself  per- 
fectly sober,  a  maxim  he  ever  strictly  adhered  to 
when  he  had  any  favourite  object  in  view.  The 
musicians  had,  on  entering  the  house,  laid  their 
fiddles  beside  Allan's  pipes  upon  the  kitchen  dres- 
ser, and  were  not  capable  of  removing  them  when 
they  went  to  bed.  On  seeing  tlu«,  Allan  deter- 
mined on  playing  them  a  trick.    He  listened  till  all 
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was  quiet  in  the  house^  when  he  got  out  of  bed^ 
seized  the  mu^cal  instruments,  and  went  into  the 
yard»  where  he  put  both  the  fiddles  and  his  own 
pipes  into  the  reservoir  of  water. 

Allan  allowed  the  fiddlers  to  rise  next  morning 
before  him,  when  they  instantly  missed  their  mu^ 
sical  instruments ;  and  diligent  search  was  making 
for  them  in  every  quarter,  when  he  entered  the  kit- 
chen, and  loudly  exclaimed,  "  Oh,  the  rogues !  they 
have  got  my  pipes !"  Not  a  doubt  was  entertained 
but  that  they  were  stolen,  till  one  of  the  servants, 
having  occasion  to  go  to  the  reservoir  for  water, 
saw  the  violins  swimming  in  it.  The  fiddlers,  with 
great  concern,  found  that  the  water  had  loosened 
and  spoilt  their  instruments.  Allan  likewise  has* 
tened  to  the  spot,  and  said,  ^^Ah,  the  loans!  they 
have  thro^m  in  my  pipes  also.  Whoever  has  done 
this  deserves  to  be  hanged.**  The  poor  fiddlers 
were  quite  disconcerted ;  but  their  rival  had  taken 
the  reeds  from  his  pipes,  which  were  easily  replaced 
after  they  were  dried,  so  that  he  was  soon  fit  for 
action ;  while  the  two  catgut-scrapers  slunk  away, 
and  Allan  monopolized  the  whole  of  the  profits. 

Early  next  morning,  while  returning  to  Yetholm, 
Allan  overtook  a  female  Gipsy  carrying  a  child, 
preceded  by  a  stout  man  bearing  a  wallet,  with  tin* 
ker's  tools.  He  could  speak  only  a  few  words  of  Eng« 
lish,  but  contrived  to  inform  Allan  in  their  own  lan- 
guage that  he  belbnged  to  Transylvania;  had  been  fw 
a  short  time  in  the  Austrian  service,  from  which  he 
deserted  into  the  Prussian ;  but  disliking  the  disci- 
pline of  the  latter  even  more  than  the  former,  he 
had  fled  into  Holland,  and  from  thence  passed  ovei^ 
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*  ititof  Sootland.    He  was  now  ^oihg  to  offer  his  ser-* 

t  vibes  to  Will  Faa,  having  quarrelled  with  the  chief 


f 


of  the .  Fife  Gipsies  *    Allan  entertained  the  strati-^ 

*.The  Rev.  Dr.  WaLsli,  in  tlie  '^Narrative  of  His  Journey  from 
Constantinople  to  England/'  just  published^  says  that  the  number 
of  Gipsies  ''at  present  in  Wallachia^  Moldavia^  and  Tranaylvaniay 
tmounts  to  222,000.    They  are  generally  called  Csingaries,  but 
sometimes  Dfaroner^  or  subjects  of  Pharaoh^  for  the  same  reason 
as  we  call  them  Gripsias, — ^their  supposed  Egyptian  origin.     They 
are  distinguished^  like  the  Jews^  by  indelible  personal  marks^— * 
dark  eyes«  brown  complexion^  and  black  hair ;  and  by  unalterable 
moral  qualitie8>-«-an  aversion  to  labour,  and  a  propensity  to  Aefit*' 
They  acknowledge  no  particular  religion  as  their  own,  but  gene- 
rally profess  the  Oreek  rites,  of  which  they  have  but  a  crude  and 
debased  conception.     They  baptize  their  children ;  but  it  is  gene« 
rally  done  by  themselves  in  a  public  house,  with  a  pro&ne  mixture 
.  of  ribaldry  and  folly.    They  have, no  notion  of  a  resurneetion,  in- 
dependent of  the  same  body  being  again  brought  to  life  before  it 
decays-  which  they  say  is  impossible.     One  of  their  children  died 
at  school  in  this  place,  and  the  parents  requested  he  might  be  bu- 
ried with  his  school-fellows.    On  being  asked  if  they  expected  to 
meet  him  ,in  a  future  state,  they  said  they  knew  he  could  never 
livo  again ;  and  showing  a  skinned  horse,  asked  whethei  it  was 
possible  that  could  be  ever  restored  to  life.    They  form. connexions 
before  they  are  of  marriageable  years,  and  change  them  a^  inclina- 
tion leads ;  and  mothers  are  frequently  surrounded  by  a  number 
of  children  of  different  fathers,  whox  to  a  certain  age,  run  about 
naked  even  in  the  severest  weather.    When  indined  to  a  settled 
life,  several  families  herd  together,  with  pigs  and  other  animals, 
in  a  small  enclosure,  which  is  rendered  exceedingly  offensive  by 
their  total  disregard  of  cleanliness. 

''They  are  in  temper  irascible,  even  to  frenzy,  and  live  in  a 
slate  of  constant  discord  with  each  other,  which  is  greatly  increased 
by  a  propensity  to  intoxication.  Notwithstanding  their  debased 
and  despised  siti^tion  in  society,  they  are  proud  and  consequential^ 
exceedingly  loquacious  and  vain-glorious,  with  no  regard  to  truth. 
They  hold  certain  families  among  them  in  high  respect,  and  call 
them  Voivodes;  and  from  these  they  elect  a  nominal  diief,  to 
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gers  very  bountifully,  and  offered  to  introduce 
them  to  hi«  chief.  *  ,,    ; 

The  Bohemian,  or  foreign  Gipsy^  was  kindly  re** 
ceived  by  the  higher  powers  at  Yetholm*,  who  were 
acquainted  with  all  his  exploits  in  Scotland,    j^s 
he  had  not  come  empty-handed,  those  who  were  in  ^ 
the  village  caroused  together  .for  some  days.    At  ^ 
last,  it  became  necessary  to  resume  the  habits  of  -: 
active  life ;  when  the  stranger,  in  order  to  shew  his   ' 
adopted  tribe  his  boldness  and  dexterity,  proposed 
to  go  out  on  a  sheep-stealing  excursion,  in  which  he  ^ 
invit^  Allan  to  join.    The  latter,  though  not  fond 
of  such  dangerous  employment,  consented,  but  re- 
solved to  take  Sally  along  with  him,  as  her  con- 

i 

wbinn  they  pay  a  semblance  of  obedience.  He  is  carried  three 
times  round  their  buts^  with  shoats  and  vociferations^  ,aod  then  his 
inaugnration  is  complete.  These  chiefi  are  the  guardians  of  some 
privileges  granted  them  by  the  Bathorian  family  in  th^  y^ar  1600, 
of  which  the  Csitigaries  of  Transylvunia  are  very  proud  and  tena- 
cious. Notwithstanding  their  general  depravity^  there  are  grades 
of  infiuny ;  and  many  are  so  vile  that  they  are  rejected  by  the  rest. 
Of  these^  some  are  made  executioners^  who  set  about  the  task  with 
delight^  prepare  extraordinary  instruments  of  torture,  and  take  a 
savage  pfeasure  in  telling  the  victhn  the  punishment  he  is  to  un* 
dergo  and  liie  pain  he  is  to  suffer. 

"  Their  chief  occupation  is  making  iron  tools>  bom  spoons,  bdtf^ 
ketSi  and  other  articles.    In  the  provinces^  many  are' engaged  in 
collecting  gold  from  the  beds  of  the  Olt^  Dobricza^  and  other  auri- 
feroas  rivers.     They  are  also  employed  as  scullions^  and  contribute  ' 
to  increase  that  dirt  and  disorder  for  which  a  Wallachian  kitdien 
is  notorious.     They  sometimes,  however^  rise  to  higher  and  more 
pleasing  occupations.    They  have  naturally  very  acute  and  deli*  * 
Gate  perceptions  of  sounds,  and  hence  they  are  greatly  disposed  to, 
and  delighted  with  music:  this  talent  is  much  cultivated;  and    - 
they  form  usually  the  musicians  of  these  countries,  particularly  on 
wind  instruments."  « 

'   •  2  K  .  •         • 


258  Lii^'£  OF 

trivanoes  were  inexhaustible.  Accordingly,  on 
being  called  upon  by  the  tinker  and  his  wife,  the 
wfacAe  puty  departed  at  night ;  and,  after  travelling 
about  4dx  miles,  th^  females  were  stationed  as  sen4i« 
nds,  while  AUsn  and  his  companion  killed  three 
sheep,  one  of  which  they  put  into  a  sack.  But  in 
carrying  it  away,  they  heard  footsteps  approadiing, 
on  wfaidi  they  abandoned  their  prize,  and  fled  to  a 
small  uninhabited  house  on  the  moor,  where  they 
took  shelter.  Tiiey  returned  about  an  hour  after* 
wards;  but  the  darkness  of  the  night  prevented 
them  from  finding  the  spot  where  they  had  drop- 
ped the  sack.  The  shepherd,  in  taking  his  morning 
round,  happened  to  find  it  and  the  two  other  sheep 
which  bad  been  wantonly  slaughtered.  He  imme- 
diately hurried  to  his  masler,  who,  after  he  had 
reported  the  circumstance,  ordered  him  to  let  them 
T^nain,  but  to  return  and  watch  if  any  person  came 
to  remove  them  during  the  day.  The  tinkler  and 
Allan  rose  rather  late,  when  they  went  in  search  of 
their  prey,  which  they  soon  found,  and  carried,  as 
they  supposed,  unobserved  to  the  place  of  their  re- 
treat The  shepherd,  after  having  witnessed  the 
transaction,  made  the  report  to  his  master,  who  at 
night  assembled  his  men-servants '  and  neighbours, 
and  the  whole  posse  surrounded  the  hut  that  shel- 
tered' the  depredators.  Some  of  the  most  courage- 
ous^'bf  the  rustics  entered,  armed  with  pitch-forks, 
spades,  and  other  offendve  weapons;  where  they 
found  the  gang  amongst  some  straw,  in  a  state  of 
nudity,  as  is  usual  with  the  Gipsies.  Allan,  seeing 
his  danger,  spfttng  up,  seized  his  doaths,  and  rushed 
past  the  ^ping  clowns.      The  other  thliee  were 
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taken;  but  the  tinkler'^ begged  to  gp  to  the  dpor, 
and  being  naked  was  permitted,  the  countrymen 
having  no  idea  that  be  would  attempt  ^o  escape  in 
that  state ;  but  be  shook  off  his  attendant  »id  fled. 
The  fnnales,  not  having  be^i  seen  concerned  in  the 
thef t»  were  aUowc;d  to  depart. 

Allan,  being  terrified  at  the  consequences  of  this 
affidr,  travelled  on  toward^  Berwick :  but  when  he 
arrived  at  that  place,  he  was  pennyless ;  and  hs  he 
had  left  his  pipes  at  Yetbolm,  he  had  no  means  of 
raising  the  wind.    However,  he  entered  a  decent* 
looking  public  house  at  a  venture,  and  called  for  a 
glass  of  spirits.     Two  or  three  ship-masters^  and 
some  merchants  and  shippers  of  isalmon,  were  pre- 
sent ;  and,  during  conversation,  a  young  man  begiui 
to  boast  of  his  swimming  exploits.    Allan  briefly 
hinted  his  suspidons  of  the  truth  of  his  narrative^ 
and  offered  to  tiy  his  skill.    The  hasty  youth  flew 
•into  a  passion,  and  offered  to  bet  twenty  pounds 
Ihat  he  would  beat  him,  or  any  other  man  in  Ber- 
wick.   Allan  confessed,  and  lamented,  that  he  bad 
not  cash  to  that '  amouixt ;  when  an  old  ship  captain 
offered  to  back,  him  witlji.|t  five-pound  note.    As 
the  tide  was  favourable,  the  match,  it  was  resolved, 
should  be  tried  imn^jgc^tely.    Allan  privately  ad- 
vised the  captain  to  take  all  the  odds  he  coul^  gf^ 
against  him,  as  he  was  sure  to  win,  though  he 
would  not  at  first  shew  his  full  powers.    But  in 
swimming,  AQan  appeared  so  extremely  sluggish 
.  and  unskilful,  that  the  captain  or4ered  his  boat  to 
be  rowed  towards  him,  and  then  sa)uted  him  with 
a  good«  round   volley   of   sea-oaths,    amidst   the 
laughter  of  the  spectators.    Thia  seemed  to  revive 
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Allan,  who  put  forth  his  strength,  and  executed 
such  feats  as^  sufjprised  every  one.  The  other,  in 
despair,  ga^e  in  ^  when  Allan  called  to  the  captain 
for  a  flageolet  which  he  bad  requested  him  to  pro- 
cure, when  He  played  «eyc!ral  tunes  while  floating 
on  his  back.  The  money  he  procured  by  this 
adventufe^kept  him  in  abundance  during  several 
days ;  but'at  last  it  was  all  squandered,  and  he  was 
again  left  without  a  farthing. 

In  this  Stat*  of  destitution,  he  again  had  recourse 
to  his  old  mode  of  replenishing  his  finances,  by  en^ 
listing  with  a  spruce,  conceited,  young  serjeant. 
His  frequent  desertions  had  now  become  a  subject 
of  common  conversation  in  the  north  of  England ; 
but  the  Serjeant,  on  receiving  information  from  an 
acquaintance  that  he  had  got  but  a  slippery  eel  to 
hold,  with  a  look  of  contempt  replied,  "  If  he  be  the 
devil  instead  of  a  wandering  piper,  he  shall  not 
escape  from  me."  He,  however,  after  Allan  had 
received  part  of  his  bounty,. ^ordered  him  to  be 
strictly  watched  till  he  could*  be  sent  to  his  regi- 
ment But  Allan^  who  was  an  adept  in  dissimula- 
tion, appeared  so  cheerful  and  happy,  that  the 
seijeant  began  to  suspect  that  the  reports  that  he 
had  heard  ccmcerning  him  had  been  greatly  exagge- 
ratecL  He  and  the  corporal,  therefore,  very  readily 
iftccepted  his  invitation  to  enjoy  themselves  over  a 
pofc  out  of  his  bounty  money^ 

Allan  seemed  to  be  in  high  spirits,  and  enter- 
tained them  with  many  humourous  anecdotes.  At 
length  he  proposed  to  send  for  a  fiddler  to  have  a 
dance,  an  amusement  he  was  very  fond  of;  which 
was  agreed  to  without  the  least  hesitation.    ^  Now,'' 
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said  Allan,  *'  let  u»  have  hthteesame  reel.  I'll  dance 
in  the  middle,  and  shew  you  •  few.  of  my  new- 
fashioned  steps.**  The  dance  wa6  proQeeding  with 
great  glee,  when  het  tiirttet  his  hands  into  his  waist- 
coat pockets,* which  he  had  filled  with  Scotch, snuff, 
and  took  as  much  as  he  could  grasp  in  each  hand, 
and  whilst  setting  to  th^  serjeant,  dischaiged  one 
handful  in  his  face,  and  turning  quickly  round, 
served  the  corporal  in  -  the  same  manner  with  the 
other.  The  two  sons  of  Mars,  w^o  had  laughed 
immoderately  at  Allan's  strange  gesticulations,  were 
blinded  and  nearly'  suffocated  with  this  unexpected 
assault;  and  it  is  almost  unnecessary  to  add^  that 
Allan  embraced  the  opportunity  to  escape. 

It  was  theji  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  at 
flight ;  and  Allan,  dreading  to  pass  the  sentinel  at 
the  end  of  the  bridge,  climbed  over  the  wall  at  the 
-south-west  corner,  close  by  the  river,  where  he 
found  a  fishing-boat,  which  he  in  vain  tried  to  force 
from  its  mooring.  He  therefore  was  obliged  to 
j.ump  into  the  rivei^  and  swim  across ;  when  he  di- 
rected his  course  towards  Rothbury. 

The  Northumberland  militia  were  then  quartered 
at  Berwick;  atid  the  seijeant,  on  the  following 
morning,  made  api^catiOn  to  the  commanding  offU 
oer.  to  permit  some  of  his  men.  who  were,  best  ac 
quainted  with  Allan's  haunts,  to  go  in  quest  of  him. 
This  request  was  readily  agreed  tdr;  when  £>avid 
Hunter,  barber,  and  Joseph  Hearon,  blacksmith, 
both  of  Rothbury,  were  selected  for  the  enterprise, 
and  were  dispatched  well  armed ;  and  as  they  were 
to  receive  a  handsome  reward  from  the  seijeant  if 
they  secured  him,  they  were  determined  not  to  re- 
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turn  without  him.  At  the  end  of  the  second  day's 
inarch,  they  reached  Mr.  Donkin's  house  at  Great 
Tosson,  where  they  were  entertained,  and  lodged 
all  night.  In  the  mean  time,  a  friend  informed 
Allan  of  their  approach,  who  immediately  fled  to 
his  unde's  residence  at  Holystone.  The  two  militia* 
men  were  fond  of  drink,  and  on,  getting  amongst 
their  fnoids  in  Rothhury,  the  object  of  their  jour- 
ney was  abandoned ;  and  they  returned  to  inform 
their  officer,  that  the  piper  was  so  cunning  that 
they  believed  he  would  have  eluded  the  pursuit  of 
a  whole  company. 


CHAPTER  XVm. 

Attn  iMovcn  hit  Pipei  and  lotes  SaUy— DcMris  u  Hesdiam— Amstod  at  Toikxi 
^  ---Ewape  from  NewcsiUa  Giuid4ioiiie---JoiinMy  to  Bdinbiii^^ 

Brother  Rob — Stnuige  DiBoiiTei]r-i>Cheati  an  old  Friend— Cooduct  at  Ouaee— 
m^t  ftam  Rothhniy  to  Cariiild-^Fortime  tmilee— Ffics,  being  made  a  Coward 
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iVHIIiE  at  Holystone,  Allan  sent  a  Gipsy  lad  to 
Yetholm  to  bring  his  pipes,  and  who  executed  his 
misidbn  with  great  expedition.  He  related  that  the 
tinkler,  though  pursued  for  several  miles,  had 
escaped  apprehension,  and  was  now  near  the  head 
of  the  South  Tyiie ;  and  that  Sally  was  so  offended 
when  she  heard  of  Allan's  feasting  and  drinking  at 
Berwick  without  sendiog  her  aby  message,  that  she 
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had  been  soldered  in  marriage  with  Andrew  the 
mugger,  who  had  a  cart  and  a  gallowi^,  with  thtee 
good  asses.  Allan  oared  little  about  this  inteUi-* 
gence,  for  he  was  too  fickle  and  inconstant  to  feel 
any  thing  like  a  permanent  affection.  He  merely 
observed  that  she  was  a  good  lassie  for  giving  up  his 
pipes.  ' 

When  Allan's  finances  were  exhausted  at  Holy* 
stone,  he  travelled  to  Hexham,  and  immediately, 
with  the  most  astonishing  audacity^  presented  him* 
self  before  a  recruiting  serjeant  bdonging  to  Colonel 
Farquhar's  regiment.    After  receiving  part  of  his 
bounty,  he  slipped  off,  leaving  the  soldiers  enjoying 
themselves  over  a  bowl  of  punch.    In  the  mean 
time,  Seijeant  Hays,  who  was  then  at  Hexham  to 
take   charge  of  some  recruits  belonging  to  the 
Northumberland  militia,  entered,  and  was  invited 
to  drink  a  glass.     He  enquired  into  the  cause  of 
their  jollity,  and  was  informed  that  they  had  en- 
listed a  recruit  who  seemed  pretty  free  of  his  cash. 
Hays  asked  where  he  was,  and  was  UAd  that  he  had . 
gone  out|  but  was  expected  to  return  every  mo- 
ment   He  was  no  more  mentioned  as  long  as  the 
liquor  lasted ;  but  that  being  finished,  the  sajeant 
began  to  express  surprise  at  his  long  absence. 

Hays  then  enquired  more  particularly  his  manner 
and  appearance,  and  after  hearing  him  described,  he 
laughed  immoderately,  and  at  length  said,  ^It  is 
the  notorious  scoundrel,  Jamie  the  piper ;  and  it  Is 
a  hundred  to  one  that  you  ever  see  him  again.** 
He  then  related  a  number  of  his  desertions  and  de- 
predations, and  added,  '*  But  it  is  a  pity  to  see  the 
service  injured,  and  you  so  shamefully  imposed 
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ufpn^  by  such  a  rascal;  and  as  I  am  acquainted 
witl)  the  part  of  the  country  to  which  he  is  proba- 
bly flefd^  I  will,  with  my  party,  accompany  you  in 
the  morning,  and^endeavour'to  secure  him." 

Early  next  morning  the  two  parties  set  dff  for 
Rothbury,  but,  on  reaching  it,  could  gain  no  intelli- 
gence of  the  fugitive.  They  searched  his  father's 
dwelling  at  Woodhouses,  Rothbury  Forest,  and 
every  spot  likely  to  afford  him  shelter ;  but  night 
coming  on,  they  gave  up  the  pursuit,  and  entered  a 
public  house  t6  refresh  themselves.  While  here,  a 
farmer  entered,  bnd  reported  that  his  servant  girl 
had  seen  Jamie  Allan  in  company  with  his  father; 
and  that  they  had  gone  into  a  house  at  TossoUp 
The  soldiers  immediately  left  the  ale-house^  and 
took  the  girl  with  them,  in  order  to  point  out  the 
house  that  she  saw  them  enter. 

On  reaching  the  spot,  Hays  ordered  two  of  the 
party  to  guard  the  window,  and  the  serjeant  to 
Watch  lest  he  should  escape  by  the  chimney ;  and 
with  the  remainder  of  the  party  •  he  went  to  the 
door,  and  knocked  for  admittance ;  but  no  answa* 
being  made,  he  forced  it  open.  On  entering,  the 
first  object  that  he  perceived  was  old  Will  Allan 
standing  with  a  pitch-fwk '  in  his  hand,  in  a  menac- 
ing attitude.  Hays,  who  knew  well  the  Gipsy 
character,  rushed  forward,  and  presenting  a  pistol, 
told  old  Will  to  lay  down  his  weapon  or  he  would 
iniftantly  fire.  The  old  man  obeyed  without  hesi- 
tation, and  was  seized  by  a  soldier,  while  Hays 
went  in  search  of  his  son,  whom  he  found  stretched 
on  the  floor  at  the  back  of  the  bed,  with  an  old  rug 
^aid  over  him  as  if  it  had  fallen  off  the  b^  by  acci- 
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dent  Hays  presented  a  pistol  to  his  head,  and  de^ 
sired  him  to  rise  and  surr^id^r,  which  «der^  was 
readily  complied  with.  During  the  night  they 
watched  him  strictly,  and  next  morning  brought 
him  to  Newcastle,  and  delivered  him  into  the  cus* 
tody  of  the  guard  of  a  regiment  quarter^  there, 
who  promised  to  take  him  to  the  regiment  he  had 
enlisted  into,  then  stationed  at  York. 

Allan  now  found  himself  among  strangers,  and 
immediately  began  to  lull  their  suspicions  and  di- 
vert their  attention  by  a  number  of  tricks.  He 
laughed,  joked,  and  appeared  very  happy.  He 
spoke  of  his  situation  with  great  drollery,  ^nd  of 
his  confidence  of  obtaining  pardon.  He  threw 
down  his  money  freely,  and  served  out  the  liquor 
like  a  good  fellow.  At  length  be  observed  a  fa^ 
vourable  opportunity,  sprung  out  of  tlie  guards 
house,  Mid  left  both  the  half-*drunk  sentinels  in  a 
state  of  stupid  astonishment.  They  were,  in  conse<- 
quenoe,  flogged  for  drimkenness  and  uegleet  of 
duty;  and  both  the  seijeant  and  corporal  were 
broken.        *      , 

After  having  thus  escaped,  Allan  hastened  jback 
to  Tosson,  in  order  to  secure  his  favourite  pipes. 
Having  efiected  tlu$,  he  determined  to  leave  the 
country.  While  considering  what  plan  to  adopt, 
he  was  informed  that  his  brother  Robert  had  been 
taken  for  desertion  in  Scotland,  and  sent  to  Edin- 
burgh Castle ;  and  as  he  had  committed  the  crime 
so  often,  he  would  most  probably  be  shot.  Allan 
was  much  affected  at  this  intelligence,  which  he 
was  never  observed  to  be  on  his  own  account  He 
sat  a  long  tim^  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground, 
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and  then,  starting  from  his  seat,  exclaimed,  ''Rob 
to  be  shbt !  no,  not  if  I  can  prevent  it ;"  and  snatch- 
iMg  up  his  pipes,  he  hurried  from  the  house. 

Allan  travelled  towards  Edinburgh  ivith  the  ut^ 
most  speed.  He  left  Tosson  in  the  forenoon,  and 
came  to  within  three  miles  of  AuM  Reekie  an  the 
following  evening.  Observing  a  mill,  he  approached 
it,  and  entered  into  conversation  with  the  miller,  to 
whom  he  stated  that  he  had  some  time  before  been 
a  merchant  la  Leith,  and  had  failed  in  business; 
and  that  he  had^  a  wife  and  family  residing  there, 
whom  he  was  anxious  to  see,  but  was  afraid  of  be«> 
ftig  recognized  by  his  creditors,  and  in  consequence 
deprived  of  liberty.  The  mill^,  who  was  a  good^ 
natured  man,  pitied  his  condition,  and  offered  him 
an  asylum  in  his  houi»e  for  the  night,  or  even  till 
such  time  as  he  could  find  an  opportunity  of  vidt- 
ing  his  family.  Allan,  however,  expressed  such 
impatience  to  be  at  his  home,  that  the  miller  at 
length  proposed  to  disguise  him  in  a  suit  of  his 
mealy  cloaths.  This  was. exactly  what  he  aimed  at, 
so  that  after  some  hints  of  delicacy,  he  accepted  the 
offer,  but  insisted  on  leaving  the  cloaths  he  then 
wore  in  pledge  for  the  miller's  suit.  This  the  un^ 
suspecting  man  generously  refused,  alleging  that  it 
would  be  necessary  for  him  to  appear  in  a  decent 
dress  before  his  friends,  and  that  he  could  want  the 
cloaths  till  his  return,  which  AUan  had  ^previously 
informed  him  would  be  in  two  days. 

Allan  departed  next  morning  in  his  disguise,  and 
went  to  the  house  of  a  publican  in  Edinburgh,  who 
was  a  native  of  Rothbury;  and  though  he  was 
well  known  to  the  whcde  family,  he  was  so  ocxn- 
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pletely  metamorphosed  as  not  to  be  recognized. 
Here  he  left  his  bimdle,  and  having  purdiased  such 
articles  as  he  judged  proper  for  the  execution  c^  his 
design,  he  repaired  *to*1^e  castle.  Having  intro-i 
duced  himself  to  a  party  of  soldiers,  he  treated 
them  very  frefely  with  whidry ;  after  which  he  ex- 
pressed a  wish  to  see  such  curiosities  of  the  place  as 
are  usually  shewn  to  strangers,  that  he  might  be 
able  to  entertain  his  friends  on  his  return  to  An* 
struther  in  Fife,  to  which  place  be  pretended  to  bo* 
loi^.  His  unassuming  dress,  vacant  stave,  vulgar 
pronunciatioh,  and  incessant  exclamations  of  down* 
idi  wonder,  amused  the  soldiers ;  while  his  seem* 
ingly  thoughtless  liberality  secured  him  their 
attention.  Accordingly  a  soldier  was  deputed  to 
accompany  him  through  the  castle,  while  the  rest 
diverted  themselves  over  the  tiMy.  Allan  coun- 
terfeited the  most  childish  delight  at  the  different 
things  he  was  shewn,  aiad  at  the  end  liberally  re- 
warded his  guide.  But,  as  if  suddenly  recollecting 
himself,  he  required  to  see  the  military  prison.  To 
this  also  his  civil  guide,  after  some  hesitation,  pro- 
cured him  admittance.  Robert  instantly  knew  his 
brother,  but  a  glance  recessed  every  expression  of 
surprise  or  pleasure.  Allan  unobserved  dropt  such 
instruments  as  were  fitted  to  effect  his  escape,  and, 
giving  him  a  trifle  to  drink,  left  the  room.  He, 
however,  had  whispered  a  man's  name  who  resided 
at  Dalkeith,  and  who  was  known  to  them  both,  as 
an  intimation  of  the  place  of  rendezvous. 

He   then  took  leave  of  the  sbldi^s,   and  re-' 
turned  to  the  public  house,  where  he  dined  (  after 
which  h€f  set  off  for  Dalkeith,  where  an  old  vagrant 
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acquaintance  had  settled,  and  was  carrying  on  the 
humble  business  of  a  chimney  M>eeper.  On  enter- 
ing the  house,  he  was  startled  on  observing  his 
former  wife,  Will  MaMhali's'  iicdce.  She  also 
seemed  lost  in  surprise '  whiie  her  two  husbands 
were  expressing  their  joy  at  meeting;  but  recover^ 
ing  herself,  she  made  tiie  sign  of  silence.  Allan  like^ 
wise  soon  recollected  himself,  and  stepped  briskly 
up  to^ salute  his  friend's  wife;  an  essential  act  of 
politeness  neve*"  neglected  by  the  vagrant  tribe. 
He,  however,  ffelt  very  uneasy.  He  knew  what  a 
resolute,  bold,  and  desperate  woman  Jean  was ;  he 
had  6ften  heard  how  she  had  vowed  revenge  against 
him  for  his  mean  robbery  and  desertion  of  her ;  and 
he  trembled  on  perceiving  the  joy  she  evinced  on 
having  him  as  it  were  in  her  power.  He,  at  the 
same  time,  derived  some  courage  from  observing 
that  she  was  quite  lame  in  one  leg,  from  a  desperate 
wound  she  had  received  in  a  Gipsy- batde.  iWl 
he  thought,  seemed  to  have  humbled  her,  and  she 
looked  less  haughty  tiian  formeriy; 

The  sweep  gave  his  oU  companion  a  hearty  weL 
come,  and  requested  him  to  relate  his  adventures 
abroad,  which  he  said  a  gang  on  the  Borders  had 
told  him  were  most  wonderful  Allan  said  that  he 
had  no  objection  to  gratify  his  curiosity,  but  that  a 
dry-mouthed  story  had  little  relish,  and  gave  him  a 
crown-piece  to  purchase  whisky,  on  which  errand 
he  departed  in  high  spirits.  He  was  no  sooner 
gone,  than  hi^  wife  burst  into  tears,  and  b^an  to 
reproach  Allan  for  his  infidelity,  having,  as  she  ob- 
served, most  cruelly  forsaken  her  without  the  least 
i^nsd.    Allan  justified  himself  by  reliving,  in  a  £ew 
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words,  her  unde's  conduct  and  Frank's  dying, in- 
junction.   He  lamented  having  stolen  her  pockets, 
and  said  that  all  his  subsequent  wanderings  were  in 
order  to  avoid  tfaf  ribitme  of  meeting  her  again ;  but 
that  at  length  he  had  resolved  to  throw  himself 
upon  her  generosity,  itnd  to  bear  any  punishment 
she  chose  to^inflict.    This  pacified  the  woman,  who, 
like  others  of  her  sex,  was  not  insensible  to  flattery. 
He  added  that  he  had  come  on  purpose  to  claim 
her ;  but  as  he  knew  her  husband  was  very  treaehe* 
rous  and  blood-thirsty,  he  had  considered  that  it 
would  be  better  for  them,  provided  she  was  agree- 
able, to  depart  without  his  knowledge,  and  they 
could  easily  find  a  safe  retreat  in  Northumberland 
till  such  time  as  the  storm  had  blown  over.     She 
replied  that  her  present  man  was  indeed  a  cruel 
monster,  whom  she  could  not  but  detest,  and  that 
she  would  faithfully  accompany  him  to  any  place 
fie  thought  proper.    Allan  next  intimated  that  he 
expected  his  brother  soon,  whom  he  had  acquainted 
with  his  design,  in  order  to  assist  him  if  necessary ; 
and  that  the  only  obst^e  he  saw  arose  from  the 
want  of  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  to  carry  them 
quickly  to  the  retreat  he  had  pitched  upon,  by 
which  much  mischief  might  be  prevented. .   She 
appeared  delighted  with  the  prospect  of  again  being 
attadied  to  the  man  she  preferred,  and  whose  wan- 
dering habits  were  more  agreeable  to  her  inclina. 
tions  than  the  dull   drudgery  of  managing  the 
domestic  concerns  of  her  sooty  spouse ;  and  either 
from  a  sudden  impulse  of  joy.  or  an  apprehension 
of  not  finding  again  so  good  an  opportunity,  she 
hastaied  to  open  the  hd  of  a  large  chesty  which 
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served' for  a  table  by  day,  and  occasionally  for  a  bed 
bji  night  She  seardied  for  some  time  amongst 
some  rags  and  sooty  blankets,  and  at  length  drew 
out  a  tin  box,  which  she  put  into  Allan's  hand,  say« 
ing,  "  Tak  that,  Jamie :  ^am  ketks  naething  about 
it"  Jamie  had  not  time  to  reply,  as  Tarn  at  that 
instant  Altered  with  the  whisky.         ^ 

James  then  began  to  relate  such  parts  of  his  tra- 
vels abroad  as  he  thought  would  amuse  his  auditors, 
ordat^  an  exx^ellent  supper^  and  slept  all  night  on 
the  top  of  the  old  chest 

.  The  next  day  was  spent  in  a  similar  manner,  and 
on  the  following  morning  Allan  had  the  pleasure  to 
see.  his  brother  Rob  enter  the  house ;  but  in  his  re- 
lation, he  did  not  give  any  particulars  of  the  manner 
in  which  his  escape  was  eiOfected.  AUan,  as  the 
day  was  pasdng,  cast  many  wishful  glances  at  Ms 
former  wife,  expressive  of  his  uneasiness  at  the 
sweep's  presence.  This  was  understood ;  and  after 
being  iabsent  a  short  time,  she  returned  in  gneat 
glee,  and  infcmned  her  husband  that  she  had  met  a 
servant  belonging  to  a  certain  nobleman  who  re- 
sided at  the  distance  of  seven  miles,  and  who  had 
been  sent  to  request  him  to  sweep  all  the  chimneys 
in  his  master's  mansion  eafly  the  following  morn- 
ing. The  knight  of  the  brush  was  greatly  elated 
with  the  order,  observing  that  his  abiKties  in  his 
pr^esmon  were  fast  gaining  ground,  as  several  in 
the  tame  line  <^  bunness  were  to  be  had  much 
tieai:er  that  noUeman's  seat  Hnan  Dalkeith.  His 
wife  adwsed  him  io  purchase  his  boys  new  brushes, 
both  for  the  sake  of  looking  reapeetaUe^  and  doing 
thipir  work  better,  on  .which  business  he  departed ; 
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when  Allan  agreed  to  set  out  the  following^  mcm^ 
ing,  as  soon  as  her  husband  had  left  the  tbwn« 
This,  she  informed  him,,  was  her  plan  too;  but  in 
the  course  of  the  conversation,  he  learned  that  she 
had  spent  her  las|  shillin]^.  This  determined  him. 
to  escape  from  her  that  very  night ;  for  he*seldom 
considered  an  act  as  bad  that  suited  his  intertot. 

At  night  he  used  ali  his  art  to  intoxicate  the 
sweep  and  his  spouse ;  and  at  last  he  succeeded  in 
seeing  them  both  had  upon  thmr  stra^,  in  a  state  of 
insensibility.  The  hopeful  brother^  then  left  the 
house,  and  travelled  towards  Dunse,  where  Allan 
knew  a  set  of  muggers,  who  he  expected  would 
conceal  them ;  for  he  was  more  a&aid  of  the  sweep 
pursuing  him  than  of  the  soldiers,  as  he  knew  his 
wife,  on  finding  herself  duped,  would  tell  him  such 
a  story  as  would  inflame  him  with  jealousy  and  re^ 
venge.  Allan  made  Rob  put  off  the  rags  he.wore> 
and  smk  them  in  a  pond  of  water,  and  dressed  him 
in  his  own  doaths,  which  he  had  still  in  a  bundle. 
In  the  morning  they,  got  admittance  into  a  mill, 
when  Rob  soon  was  made  to  assume  the  appearance 
of  a  miller. 

On  reaching  Dunse^  James  and  his  brothar  en-- 
tered  a  public  house,  and  informed  the  landlord 
that  they  were  in  quest  of  two  fine  horses  which 
had  been  stolen  from  their  master,  and  which  James 
described  with  the  utmost  accuracy.  During  the 
conversation,  he  took  out  his  tin  box,  and  laying 
tea  guineas  upon  the  table,  offered  the  whole  as  it 
reward  to  any  one  who  should  direct  them  how  t^ 
recover  them.  All  this  was  intended  not  oidy  to 
cover  their  real  diaracter  and  pumuits,  but'  ako  tp 
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attract  the  notice  of  a  soldi^  who  was  seated  at  the 
fireside.  The  poor  fellow  caught  the  bait,  and  con- 
sidering them  two  country  simpletons,  soon  intro- 
duced himself  into  their  company;  and,  after 
drinking  a  little  punch,  he  slipped  out,  when  Allan 
whispered,  •*  Rob,  did  ye  mind  the  villain  ?**  Rob 
drily  answered,  "  Yes,  Jamie.** 

Shortly  after  the  soldier  had  rejoined  the  two 
honest  millers^  as  he  called  them,  a  Serjeant  entered, 
whom  James  instantly  recognized,  he  having  served 
in  a  regiment  belonging  to  the  brigade  that  Allan's 
corps  was  attached  to  in  G^rmany^  where  he  was 
well  known  by  the  appellation  of  pimp^  in  conse- 
quence of  some  not  very  honourable  services  that 
he  had  rendered  his  obtain.    After  a  most  elabo- 
rate and  bombastical  harangue,  which  Allan  was 
fond  of  repeating*  he  pressed  the  two  simple  lads  to 
enlist.    James  replied,  that  he  was  indeed  weary  of 
hard  work,  but  he  was  afraid  that  a  soldier's  pay 
would  never  support  him.    The  seijeant,  however, 
assiured  them  that  there  was  not  the  least  fear  of 
the  promotion  of  two  such  good-looking  fellows. 
James  and  his  brother  seemed  to  credit  this,  but  re- 
fused a  shilling,  as  the  former  said  he  had  a  friend 
who  had  been  cheated  of  his  bounty.    The  sergeant 
said  he  could  not  do  otherwise  tiU  after  they  were 
sworn  in,  when  James  called  the  reckoning.     This 
alarmed  the  seijeant,  who  saw  he  would  lose  his 
chance,  unless  he  complied  by  advancing  a  good 
sum  to  these  headstrong  clowns.     He  therefore 
X»aid  down  what  money  he  had,  on  which  Allan 
proposed  to  treat  them  with  a  warm  sapper ;  and 
the  seijeant  promis^  to  send  back  the  mon^  theu* 
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toaster  had  given  them  for  the  recovery  of  the  horses 
by  a  safe  hand  next  morning. 

After  supper,  the  puny  seijeant  was  soon  obliged 
to  retire  to  his  quarters';  biit  the  soldier  was  hard 
to  beat,  particularly  as  he  insisted  on  fair  drinldng. 
However,  James  descended  the  stairs,  and  procured 
three  pots  and  a  quantity  of  Hollands  and  water  \ 
und  after  putting  a  large  share  of  the  spirit  into  one 
ef  the  pots,  he  returned,  and  placing  them  on  the 
table,  poured  a  little  Hollands  and  water  into  each 
pot.  He  then  proposed  that  they  should  each 
drink  his  majesty's  health  in  a  bumper,  and  that  he 
Mrho  refused  should  pay  the  reckoning.  The  sol- 
dier, who  boasted  of  being  bottom,  seized  the  pot 
next  him,  which  was  nearly  filled  with  spirits,  and 
drank  it  ofF.  Allan  and  his  brother,  at  the  same 
time,  drank  their  shares.  The  soldier  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes began  to  sing,  and  then  fell  from  6ff  his  chair. 

The  only  difficulty  was  now  how  to  get  out  of 
the  house,  for  they  must  necessarily  pass  through 
the  kitchen ;  and  Allan  had  observed  that  the  land- 
lord was  a  keen,  shrewd  man,  and  might  prevent 
thdr  leaving  his  house.  After  a  little  consideration, 
he  tied  his  brother's  coat  and  hat  in  a  handkerchief, 
and  lowered  them  out  of  the  window,  and  equipped 
him  in  the  soldier's  red  coat  and  cocked  hat.  James 
now  ordered  his  brother  to  make  as  much  noise  in 
descending  the  stairs  as  possible.  They  walked 
through  the  kitchen,  where  the  landlord  and  three 
men  were  comfortably  seated  with  a  pot  of  whisky 
before  them*;  and  just  as  they  reached  the  door, 
Boniface  cried  out,  **  Don't  stay  long.  Corporal 
Smith :  it  is  late,  and  I  want  to  go  to  bed.''    Hav- 
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ing  taken  up  their  bundle^  tfaey  left  Dunse,  and 
took  the  road  to  Rothbury* 

In  Rothbury^  Allan,  having  money,  again  gave 
himself  up  to  mirth  and  forgetf ulness ;  but  his  bro» 
ther  T^as  apprehensive  of  l^ng  pursued  from  Edin- 
burgh^  and  veiy  prudently  withdrew  to  Liesbury^  in 
order  to  'join  a  gang  of  old  friends  whom  he  heard 
were  sojourning  in  that  quarter.  The  fear  of  Ser* 
jeant  Hays  was  sometimes  before  James'  eyes ;  and 
he  dreaded  harm  from  no  other  quarter. 

But  the  coxcombical  serjeant  that  he  had  de« 
frauded  at  Dunse  had  been  particularly  diHgent  in 
his  enquiries,  and  had  learned  from  a  carrier,  with 
whom  Allan  had  incautiously  conversed  on  his  way 
to  Rothbury,  both  his  name  and  pktce  of  residence* 
The  Serjeant  immediately  set  off  with  a  party  who 
had  joined  him  at  Berwick ;  and  on  their  approach 
to  Rpthbury,  one  of  the  soldiers  was  sent  into  the 
town  in  coloured  cloaths  to  reconnoitre.  He  soon, 
returned  with  the  intelligence  tha^t  James  was  play« 
ipg  i(t  the  house  of  a  publioan  named  John  Lightly ; 
and  they  advanced  with  such  cauti(^,  that  they 
had  entered  the  room  before  they  were  observed^ 
Allan,  on  seeing  the  serjeant,  perceived  his  danger, 
and  ceased  playing,  exclaiming,  ^^Is  it  me  you 
want?"  At  this  moment  a  soldier  stepped  up  to 
him,  and  said,  "Psha!  we  want  a  tune."  Allai^ 
immediately  tuned  his  pipes,  and  two  of  the  sol^ 
diers  commenced  dancing,  while  the  others  secure^ 
the « door.  At  the  end  of  the  dance^.the  seijeant 
csme  forward  to  speak  to  the  two  soldiers,  when 
Alldn  in  a  moment  flung  up  the. sash  of  the  win* 
dow,  and  jump^  out    ThjB  whole  party  instantly 
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l^rsued  him ;  but  he  darted  behind  a  bush  on  the 
brink  of  the  Coquet,  and  they  passed  without  dis- 
opvering  him.  f         ^ 

The  Serjeant  was  highl/  irritated  at  the  soldiers 
who  had  been  the  pnmary  cause  of  his  escape,  -  aiid 
IB  revenge  he  continued  the  search  all  night,'  but 
widiout  success.  On  the  following  morning,  he 
jterceived  Allan  walking  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
liver,  who,  after  taunting  him  for  being  a  coward 
and  a  pimp,  made  him  a. low  bow,  and  soon  disap- 
peared among  the  hills. 

Allan  now  began  to  approve  of  his  brother's  pru- 
dence, and  to  apprehend  that  his  frequent  desettiortft 
wocdd  render  his  further  residence  in  NorthuVi&ber^ 
knd  extremely  dangerous.  He  therefore  set  off  fc* 
Cailisle,  where  he  expected  to  remain  for  some  tiine 
in  safety. 

On  reaching  that  dty,  he  entered  an  inn  aiid  or- 
diered  some  refreshments,  when  he  overh^rd  two 
gentlemen  converse  about  a  festive  meeting  that 
was  to  take  place  the  samel'  evening,  on  account  of  a 
youth  of  respectable  connexions  having  finished  the 
t^rm  of  his  apprenticeship.  On  this,  Allan  took 
the  liberty  of  informing  them  that  he  was  a  musi- 
cian by  profession,  and  travelling  in  quest  of  em- 
ployment, consequently  would  wish  to  be  engaged 
on  the  occasion ;  but  they  told  him  that  not  being 
related  to  the  youth,  t|iey  had  no  particular  interest 
in  the'afl&ir.  They,  however,  requested  to  know 
on  what  instrument  he  played ;  and,  without  fur- 
ther invitation,  he  toot  out  his  pipes,  and  played, 
*•  Weel  may  the  Keel  rowr  One  of  the  gentiemen, 
who  happened  to  understand  music^  paid  him  a 
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lugn  compliment  on  his  masterly  performance,  imd 
declared  that  he  never  conceived  the  pipes  an  in- 
strument capable  of  producing  such  sweet  and  lively 
strains ;  and  without  hesitaticm  engaged  him  tot  the 
ni^t 

Allan  was  instructed  to  remain  at  the  inn  during^ 
the  day/ and  when  the  procession  reached  the  mar- 
ket-place, to  mix  with  the  multitude,  and  strike  up 
a  lively  tune.  The  gentleman  then  ordered  him  to 
be  well  supplied  with  meat  and  drink,  and  departed. 

AJlan  spent  the  day  in  the  most  agreeable  man« 
ner,  in  company  with  the  landlady,  who  was  fond 
of  music ;  and  being  a  widow  of  about  thirty-five^ 
the  plotting  musician  formed  the  design  of  soon 
ppssessing  both  her  person  and  property,  although 
(he  latter  had  the  most  charms  in  his  eyes.  When 
the  procession  reached  the  cross  in  the  market-place; 
be  sallied  forth,'  and  observed  a  youth  seated  in  a 
chair  which  was  borne  on  the  shoulders  of  four 
men,'  with  a  group  of  weU-dressed  lads  and  lassea 
dandjig  in  the  front  to  the  sound  of  two  wretched 
fiddles,  and  a  motley  set  walked  behind,  hnzzmkg 
without  mercy.  Allan  mixed  among  this,  dass; 
and  when  they  reached  a  genteel  house  in  Scotch 
Street^  which  the  young  man's  fatha:  inhabited* 
their  joy  seemed  to  have  reached  its  climax ;  but  in 
the  midst  of  one  of  their  loudest  acclamations,  he 
struck  up  "  Cut  and  dry  Dolly  ;*'  when  every  voice 
in  an  instant  was  mute,  and  the  noisy  mob  seemed 
toansfixed  with  astonishment  The  dancers,  at  the 
same  time,*  deserted  the  duU  musicians,  and  figured 
with  light  steps  to  the  strains  of  Allan's  pipes. 
When  the  chairing  ceremony  ended,  the  company 
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were  plentifully  supplied  ifitfa  ^ale;  whilst  the 
friends  of  the  youth  entered  the  house,  and  partook 
of  an  excellent  supper,  after  which  they  commenced 
dancing,  and  continued,  at  that  amus^aent  tiU  four 
o'clock  the  next  morning. 

One  of  the  gentlemen  who  engaged  i^lan  thank- 
ed him  for  having  so  greatly  contributed/ by  his 
masterly  performance,  to  the  hilarity  of  the  com- 
pany ;  and  advised  him,  at  the  same  time,  to  conti- 
nue in  that  city,  where  he  would  be  sure  of  meeting 
with  liberal  encouragement,  and  promised  to  recom- 
mend him  to  his  friends.  He  also  made  him  a 
present  of  two  guineas,  and  engaged  him  to  play 
the  following  afternoon  to  a  large  party  who  were 
to  dine  with  him  at  his  own  house. 

On  Allan's  setum  to  the  inn,  he  was  kindly 
recdved  by  iris  hostess,  whom  be  informed  of  his 
successful  night's  work,  and  his  engagement  in  the 
afternoon.  When  he  retired,  he  congratulated 
himself  on  having  found  a  place  where  fortune 
seemed  once  more  to  favour  him ;  and,  not  know- 
ing his  own  weakness,  he  most  sincerely  formed  the 
resolution  of  conducting  himself  with  sobriety  and 
honesty.  In  fact,  he  was  so  elated  at  his  good  suc- 
cess, that  he  could  not  sleep;  he  therefore  rose 
early,  and  equipped  himself  in  the  best  manner  his 
wardrobe  would  allow ;  and  after  breakfast,  seated 
himself  at  a  froBt  window*  to  view  the  passengers 
till  the  hour  arrive^  when  he  had  to  attend  at  the 
gentleman's  iicatse.  He  had  occupied  this  station 
but  a  few  minutes,  when  his  ears  were  disagreeably 
assailed  by  the  sound  of  a  drum  and  fife. ,  An  un« 
common  dread  seized  him,  and  he  retired  to  the 
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mdf  oC/tke  casement  where  he  eould  view  tibe  party* 
Qft.th^  pcifised^  without  besng  observed.     When 
m^j  came  up,  he  iiuttandy  recollected  that  they 
W€9re  th^  mm^  that  he  had  enlisted  with  at  Dor- 
ham  ;  but  his  fears  were  greatly  augmented  wheiir 
they  Altered  the  house.    It  now  strudc  hbn,  that 
9$  they  knew  of  bis  ptt^ession  and  wandering  ha^ 
bits,  they  might  have  heard  of  his  public  exhibitioii 
the  preceding  evaung,  and  had  come  with  an  in- 
tesittion  of  ascertaining  the  truth  of  thdr.conjeo- 
tures.    A  moment  was  therefore  not  to'  be  lost ;  so 
he  stole  up  to  his  dbamber,  seized  his  bundle,  and 
sUpping  out  of  the  back  door,  was  soon  on  the  road 
to  Peourith*    Indeed,  so  powerfully  was  he  afifected 
by  imaginary  fear,  that  he  ran  seyeial  miles  without 
siO{^ing«    Thus  are  tbooe  who  straji  from  the  paths 
of  rectitude  often  tormented  **  with  fear  where  no 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

Slroilffeig  Phyen-^AcCroi— Revenge— Battle— Manager  doubly  robbed— LHcbfidd 
-^ilHtninganK    Janudte  Gflntvoaitjr-- Sepanlfoa-^oaKney. 

JIM  the  neigbfaourhood  ef  Ulverstone  Afian  oTer<* 
.took  a  company  of  stroIK^g  players^  preceded  by  a 
auit  filled  with  seenery,  dresses,  children,  &c.  T%e 
whole  group .  exhibited  the  i^Bearanee  of  poverty 


and  gttiety.  Allan  felt  a  strong  venentkiti  ^  tins 
vagrant  combination  of  what  aie  genendly  iionaU 
dered  such  opposite  quaHttes,  and  joined  in  their 
jokes  and  mirth  with  great  ^ifint.  On  arriving  at  a 
hedge  ale-house^  the  manager  invited  him  to  chmk 
a  glass  of  gin.  Never  had  he  seen  such  «  happy 
and  untfainkiag  company.  Songs,  catches,  and 
glees,  went  merrily  round ;  and  Allan,  to  keep  up 
the  sport,  x^ayed  a  variety  of  lively  tunes  on  the 
pipes  and  hautboy. 

The  manager  was  pleased  with  his  musical  al^-^ 
ties,  and  perceived  how  greatly  they  might  contri- 
bute to  the  success  of  his  company.  He  thca^ore 
warmly  solicited  Alkn  to  join  his  e^bfishment, 
w^h  he  inf^irmed  him  was  a  sharing  company,  and 
that  h<e  should  b«  entitled  to  as  great  a  share  of  the 
profits  as  his  best  performers.  Allan,  from  the  ap* 
pearanee  of  the  party,  could  not  expect  to  reap  a 
golden  harvest;  but  their  vagabond  mode  of  life 
suited  his  taste,  and  the  expressive  glances  of  the 
maaiiiger's  handsome  wife  w^re  not  to  be  resisted  by 
a  man  so  fond  of  intaigiie. 

A  stout  brawny  fellow  served,  like  Caleb  Quo« 
tem,  in  a  great  variety  of  capacities.  He  drove  the 
cart,  took  care  of  the  horse,  and  summoned  the 
country  people  to  the  play  by  blowing  a  cow*s 
horn :  he  also  put  up  the  soenery,  «nufifed  the  can« 
dies,  made  thunder,  lightning,  rain,  and  snow,  and 
occasionally  personified  judges,  lords,  or  duped  fa- 
thers. In  the  first  village  where  1^  company 
halted.  King  Lear  was. performed;  and  when  the 
receipts  of  tl»  house  were  shared,  each  Teoeivec!  six- 
te^o-penee.    On  the  second  night  they  were  more 
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successful ;  fot  one  ctf  the  female  performers,  who 
affected  great  gentility  arid  delicacy,  being  far  ad- 
vanced in  pregnancy,  went  from  house  to  house, 
pretendiiig.  that  the  play  was  for  her  benefit ;  and, 
the  gocA  people,  feeling  for  her  situation^  very  rea- 
dily purchased  tickets. 

The  priiidpal  performer  Evinced  some  theatrical 
abilities.    He  had  bepn  apprenjtice  to  a  linen  draper 
in  Londoi»;  but  becoming  butrageously  fond  of  the 
drama,  he  asspciated  with  ft  company  of  low  unprin- 
cipled spouters,*and  engaged  in  scenes  of  drunken- 
Qess  and  debauchery ;  shortly  after  which  his  master 
accused  him  of  dishonesty,  and  turned  him  adrift 
on  the  world.    This  unfortunate  youth  informed 
Allan  that  he  had  been  fifteen  months  in  the  com- 
ply, and  had  often  fared  sumptuously  where  he 
might  have  starved  had  it  not  been  for  Sophia's  big 
belly;  for  whenever  she  assumed  the  character  of 
the  pregnant  iictress,  she  succeeded  much  better 
than  if^  any  part  that  she  attempted  on  the  stage. 
Indeed,  he  said  he  was  sometimes  astonished  at  her 
success  in  exciting  the  public  commiseration.    This 
information  raised  her  very  high  in  Allan's  estima- 
tion.   He  now  saw'  in  this  lady  a  congenial  mind ; 
and  had  not  the  9ubstanikd  attractions  of  the  ma- 
nager's wife  restrained  him,  he  would  have  diosen 
her  fo]r  some  lime  to  join  in  his  lot. 
'   AUan  remained  'with  the '  company  nearly  six 
months ;  *  atid,  to  use  his  own  expression  on  the 
subject^  "living  in  clover  to-day,  and  to-morrow 
counting  the  chimney  tops  for  a  dinner !"    But  on 
the  whole,  however,  he  was  amused  and  happy  in 
this  vagrant  situation ;  and  the  secret  favours  which 
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he  teceived  from  the  inani^|;'s  wife  were  suQh  as* 
he  did  not  ehuse  to  forfeit. 

The  whole  ck>mp^y  complained  secrethr  to  each 
other  of  the  liinjust  exactions  of  the  manager ;  for 
he  demanded  one-third  of  the  leceipts^for  funriish- 
ing  scenery  (although  he  hiid  but  two),  and  k^^ping 
the  hors«g  \f  hich  at  last  was  literally  starved*  Who- 
ever ventured  to  remonstrate?  was  imme^ately  dis- 
missed; nor  coiud  the  most  humble  supplications 
mitigatp  the  sentence  when  once  pronounced.  Ne- 
ver did  a  manager  in  the  plenitude  of  power  exer- 
cise his  authority  in  a  more  despotic  manner.^  His 
tsdents  were  much  below  mediocrity,  but  he  had 
the  knack  of  shewing  them  off  to  advantage ;  and 
he  prided  himself  much  on  his  knowledge  of  a  few 
eminent  authors^  whose  names  and  sayings  he  .(x^n- 
trived  to  introduce  in-  all  companies.  Having  acci- 
dentally discovered  that  Allan  had  received  no 
education,  he  ever  afterwards  treated  him  with  the 
most  supercilious  contempt,  wWai .  determined  th^ 
artful  Gipsy  to  watch  an  opportunity  cf  being 
revenged. 

Mr.  Linton,  the  young  man  before  mentioned, 
and  Allah  became  very  intimate.  The  former  often 
lamented  his  connexion  with  such  a  peevish,  nig- 
gardly, and  contemptible  manager;  and  expressed 
his  confidence  of  procuring  an  engagjen\ent  in  a  re« 
spectable  company  in  Walesy  were  it  not' for  his 
shabby  appearance,  which  would  probably  be  the 
means  of  a  ha»ty  rejection.  Allan  at  last  pointed 
out  a  plan  which  wpuld  both  obviate  his  friend'» 
objections  to  desert,  and  gratify.  l)is  ,pwn  ill-will 
a^nst  his  employer.    He  advised  hiiQ  to  appear 
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hddly  before  th^  marngmt^  and  to  say  tbat  lie  had 
received  an  invitation  to  dinner  fVom  a  respectable 
g^<lema:n  ih  the  neighbourhood^  who  he  under- 
stood intended  to  Wspeak  a  play  for  his  b^pi^t; 
and  that  i^  he  wouM  letid  li^  his  best  suit  of 
deaths  fot  it  few  hours^  he  would  divide  his  diare 
of  the  profits  with  him^    ASm  bad  great  difficulty 
in  p^uadita^  the  youth  that  this  bait  would  be 
sWdloWedf  but  at  last  he  determined  to  try  the 
stnitagen^,  aotl  aoon  retfimed  equipped  iQ  the  ma^ 
naget's  best  ^t.    Stilly  howfettar,  he  refused  to  ab- 
scond, as  he  had  but  one  shilMteg  in  his  pocket 
Albn,  however,  was  so  delisted  at  the  success  of 
the  project,  and  ataiticipated  so  much  pleasitfe  from 
tile  chiigrin  and  disappdntmi^&t  it  woi^  cause  the 
manager,  thai  he  became  at  tmoe  irety  geberous,  and 
presented  linton  with  hdf  a  guindi^  aad  then  hur- 
Hedhimoff. 

As  Linton  was  to  play  «ie  part  of  Orkndo,  in 
'^jis  ffou  Uke  it^  the  same  «fvening,  the  audience 
waited  till  their  patience  was  ej^hausted,  and  th^a 
began  to  be  very  noisy.  The  manager  presented 
himseJf,  and  infcnrmed  the  ^ttipany  that  Mr*  Lin- 
ton was  evi^  moment  expensed,  c^  m^itiimed 
•  tiie  name  tif  tibe  getitiemkn  he  was  visiting*  .  This 
for  a  short  time  pacified  ^  audience ;  but  at  last 
tbe  iltmost  exertions  of  AUan  on  tiie  pipes  and 
hdtititroy  bduM  hot  drown  their  noisy  clamo^irs,  eiad 
they  insteted  on  the  play  geiiig  on  dr  th^  mcmey 
being  rettttned.  One  ^  the  actors^  a^teir  several 
bows,  infotmed  them  that  the  manager  hsid  g<»ie  id 
quest  of  ''Odando,''  and  .they  might  expect  lliat  ^ 
the  play  would  commence  in  a  very  i^t  tifi(»^ 


Allan  sgmlill  begfin  to  pl9y»  iMid  had  just  finished 
the  tw<^  w^«n  the  aiN^ger  ^pgieared  on  what  they 
twmed  the  $<^ge.  wtaimpifig  And  foaming  like  a  bed- 
laniite.  Many  ^  th#.f!Oiufitry  pec^le  apppoaed  that 
the  play  bad  bow  fiQi«^nee4»  and  thai  the  manage^ 
was  aeting  his  part,  which  required  a  atr^  tepre- 
sentation  of  all  t^e  agitations  »and  distca^ioiis  of 
rage  3  th^  therefore  b^an  to  applaud  his  spirited 
delineation  of  chaiaoteri  while  others,  fi^rceiving 
tibe  mistime,  joiaed  in  iQ(i|l>9asing  the  upr^fu*.  But 
the  poor  manage,  ^h^ii)g  Wnd  with  rage,  fancied 
that  they  were  mpekuig  hioi  and  rejoicing  at  his 
nusfortune :  he  th?r^r&  fawled  defiance  at  the  au- 
dience in  the  most  ^[^ii^bi^s  terms,  accompanied 
with  menacing  attitui^.  W»  wife,  who  -witnessed 
tiiis  disgraceful  scme»  was  v?ady  to  sink  dog^n  with 
shame  and  ves^ation.  At  last  she  ventured  from 
behind  the  scene,  and  took  him  by  the  arin  in  drder 
to  drag  him  off;  but  by  a  sudden  spring  he  extri^ 
cated  himself  from  her  hold,  and  with  one  blow 
laid  her  at  his  feetv  The  sturdy  8cene*shifter  now 
interfered ;  but  the  mwager^  though  of  diwinutiye 
stature,  was  remarkably  nimble  and  muscular,  and 
easily  avoided  the  attempts  of  this  new  •  intruder^ 
into  whose  face  he  pitched  a  f^w  well^irected 
blows.  However,  on  raooUecting  the  indeoimcy 
and  impropriety  of  this  exhibition,  he  retired  fr<Hn 
the  stage,  and  smt  one  of  the  actors  to  apologize  to 
the  audience,  and  to  infbi^'theip.that  he  had  been 
irritated  by  the  robbery  of  his  doatltf  vA  fifteen 
guini^is !  but  that  they  would  receive. tickets  at  th? 
door  for  the  next  Qight^a  perfprmavce.  Atfan  ws^ 
ovegoyed  beyond  mowuire  at  th?  mischief  h?  ha4 
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caused;  and,  fcneseeing  t)ie  niode  hi whkfa  it wot^ 
on  the  presait  occasion  taminate,  he  mixed  umong 
the  autKlence,  and  when  tickets  were  offered  thein^ 
insisted  in  a  feigned  voice  on  having  .his  mon^  re- 
turned. The  whcde  oompany  joined  in  the  demand^ 
and  the  avaricious  manage  was  reluctantly  oompeU 
led  to  acquiesce ;  and  sudi  was  the  public  indigna- 
tion at  his  conduct  that  he  found  it  prudent  po 
remove  to  a  considaraUe  distance. 

One  evening,  shortly  after  Linton's  flight,  ABaa 
and  the  manager  happened  to  be  together  in  the 
company  of  several  young  farmers.  The  perform- 
ance of  the  fonner  on  the  small  pipes  met  with  Uie 
warmest  plaudits ;  while  the  recitations,  starts,  and 
contortions  of  the  latter  excited  only  laughter. 
This  so  enraged  the.  irritable  hero  of  the  sock  and 
buskin,  that  he  exclaimed,  *^  I  «ee  that  sound  is  pre- 
ferred to  sense.  That  there  fdOaw,  tgnorant  -es  he 
is,  receives  applause  because  he  can  play  a  littie  on 
the  pipes ;  while  I—ye^  /,  who  am  a  man  of  leam^ 
ing  and  understanding,  am  neglected."  H»e  Al^ 
lan's  Gipsy-like  coolness  and  cunning  were  nearly 
overturned,  and  he  was  on  the  point  oi  taking 
immediate  vengeance  on  his  detractor;  bat  he 
checked  himself,  and  formed  -  the  rescdu^tion  of 
carrying  his  long-projected  plot  against  him  into 
execution. 

The  manager's  wife  was  a  •  dever ,  gay,  vain  wo- 
man, whose  theatrical  talents  were  the  prindpal 
support  of  the  company.  Allan  had  received  re# 
peated  tokens  of  her  partiality,  and  had  observed 
sufficient  to  convince  him  that  she  heartily  desfMsed 
her  ill-natured,  niggardly  husband.     On  t)ii$  he 
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IraUt  ills  hopes  of  revenge ;  and  leaving  llie  manager  ' 

to  ipout  away,  he  repaired  to  hfe  wife's  lodgings.  ; 

On  being  admitted,  he  briefly  informed  her  in 
what  a  scandalous  manner  he  had  been  iAsulted  by 
her  husband,  protesting  at  the  same  time  that  his 
esteem  for  hex  alone  prevented  him  froin  bestowing 
on  him  the  chastisement  which  he  so  justly  merited; 
and  added  that  he  intended  leaving  the  town  in 
less  than  an  hour,  but  he  had  felt  it  impossible  to 
depart  before  he  bade  her  farewell^  and  infontied 
her  of  the  true' cause  of  this  res(^ution,  lest  his  sud- 
den departure  might  be  attributed  to  worse  motives 
by  his  slanderous  enemies.  The  lady  sat  mute  for 
a  consideirable  time,  seemingly  lost  in  thought ;  but 
at  length,  suddenly  starting  up,  she,  in  a  theatrical 
attitude,  dasped  her  hands  and  burst  into  tears. 
sMlan  now  saw  the  game  was  his  own ;  he  therefore 
pretended  to  sit  musing,  and  did  not  seem  to  ob- 
serve her  agitation.  After  pacuig  for  a  few  mi- 
nutes  up  and  down  the  room,  she  sighed  heavily, 
dropped  upon  her  knees,  and  in  a  pathetic  manner 
eonjiured  him,  as  he  valued  her  happiness,  to  rtoiain. 
Alkn  immediately  raised  her  up,  and,  in  an  earnest 
and  fervent  tone,  told  her  that  nothing  but  the  love 
with  which  she  had  inspired  him  at  first  sight  could 
have  induced  him 'to  engage  in  so  eoiitemptiUe  a 
concem;  and  that  the  pleasure  he  had  in  being 
near,  and  sometimes  in  conversing  with  the  woman 
he  adored,  had  been  tiie  cause  of  his  enduring,  for 
such  a  length  of  time,  the  insults  and  impositions 
he  had  experienced.  **But  now,**  exclaimed  he, 
^my  suiFerings  have  become  insupportable;  while 
the  recollection  of  your  personal  charms  and  mental 
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wdowni6iit$  will  be;  a  perpetual  souree  both  of 
pleasure  a(Q4  nuaery*'  F^siiall  ever  admire  ymr  at^ 
tmaHorm,  and  lament  that  I  Qtmi\0t  possesa  ao  much 
exceUaaoe.'*  Tills  langQi^  suited  the  hidy*«  taate 
and  ^tified  her  vanity.  In  har  romantie  waoder- 
ings»  she  bad  »ofteci  sighed  fer  a  lover  who  would 
appreciate  her  .worth,  adore  her  perfections,  and  die 
at  h^  feet  She  hud  now  found  him» — ^he  stood 
hefom  heF,~a  eomely  man,  an  ard^it  adtnirer,  and 
an  adept  in  the  heavenly  science  of  music ;  while  in 
the  ba^k  ground  stood  her  hi]^baifd^-^Iittle,  dkl, 
and  ill-natured,  despicably  avaricious,  and  a  total 
stranger  to  the  divine  extacies  of  a  generous,  warm^ 
hearted  lover.  The  choice  was  not  difficult  She 
sunk  gently  into  Allan's  arms,  and  lamented  her 
excessive  sensibility,  which  she  felt  would  seduce 
her  into  a  measure  that  she  much  feared  the  ceqso- 
riouA^world  would^condemn.  I 

AUm  replied,  with  eagerness,  that  he  would  fly 
with  her  to  a  distant  quarter ;  that  though  now  hd 
was  reduced  in  drcumstances,  yet  he  was  sure  that 
fortune  would  again  smile,  and  he  would  be  indefa* 
tigaUe  in  procuring  the  means  of  supporting  her  in 
a]|  elegant  style.  The  lady,  after  a  few  moments* 
thought,  said  that  she  trusted  in  the  kindness  of  his 
intentions,  hut  that  she  was  not  entirely  destitute 
qf  meaitfi,  fdr  her  husband,  principally  by  her  exer* 
tions,  had  aoeumulated  upwards  of  two  hundred 
pounds ;  and  rihe  thought  that  if  his  brutality  had 
d^ven  her  away,  he  should  not  enjoy  the  profits  of 
her  labour  without  her.  Allan  was  overjoyed  at 
this  inteU^woe^  and  immediately  asked  where  this 
tmh  was  depoAted.    She  pointed  to  a  lai^e  clumsy 
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ches|;  m  ike.  coma*. of  the  idobi.  ^He.flMr  acroilp 
th^  floOT)  raised  the  tid,  aikt  diUgently  examkied  ite 
contents^  while  the  lady  wds  pading  up  her  dootha^ 
but  without  finding  any  cash.  Sh^  obtwving  fats- 
dise^omtmait^  advanced  with  a  sidie»  and  touch- 
ing a  hidden  spring,  a  dmwer  was  dtsto^ered^  in 
which  gdd»  silver,  and  a  watdi  were*  dimdvertd. 
Allan  now  began  to  argue  her  rigkt  to  tte  Whole, 
while  he  contiuiled  to  empty  die  drawer*  '"She 
Hiade  no  remailc^^but  faiEmded  hiln  some  of  her  hu8<^ 
band's  best  linen  4uid  the  chcHcest  of  het  own  flrtage^ 
paamphamalia.  She  then  beckoned  him  to  ficdlow 
her,  wtudh  he  dieerfuUy  obeyed. 

Allan  and  his  fair  companion  took  tiie  road  to 
Litchfield.  He  was  hi^y  elated  at  the  Motess  of 
a  adteme  which  he  had  doubted  mudi  woidd  misu 
carry;  and  rejoiced  to  think  that whfle the  matoager 
was  inwardly  exulting  at  having  by  liis  sarcaami 
put  him  to  flight,  he  had  dius  dmbhf  fobbed  faun,— 
of  his  goid  and  of  his  wife. 

Early  next  mornings  on  teaching  a  snug  public 
house  in  ia  village  about  a  mile  from  the  main  road^  ^ 
the  fair  fugitive,  though  greatly  fatigued,  could 
sfoarody  be  prevailed  upon  to  take  a  few  hdurs'  ^ 
pose;  The  idea  of  being  overtaken  by  h«r  injiiii^ 
and  ^i^paged  husband  continually  hautited  her  imlti* 
gination;  and  Allan  had  to  ptomise  to  keepTw^tdi^ 
Itnd  not  to  doze  on  his  post,  nor  aiidw  her  to  skep 
above  two  hours,  before  she  would  i^ree  to  fie 
down :  but  he  permitted  her  to  awake  of  her  mm 
aiccord,  whidh  was  not  till  evening.  Whan  shia 
kMXned  that  he  had  also  indulged  fajmself  ita  siMj^ 
she  insisted  on  resumi&g  their  journey  imme^fdy^ 
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tfaoi^  the  night  wa^  Miet,  dark,  and  unooinf(»tabI& 
She  thought  it  not  safe  to  indulge  themselves  sor 
near  to  her  husband;  and  she  could  not  confide  in 
so  careless  a  protector. 

On  reaching  Litchfield,  they  took  genteel  lodg. 
ings,  and  b9  oHnmenoed  teaching  music;  as  the 
lady  thought  it  degrading  for  hev  husband,  as  she 
termed  faim^to  appwrin  the  character  of  a  musidan 
at  places  of  public  fnnusement  Nor  would  thia 
scheme  have  proved  unproductive,  had  he  been  at- 
tentive to  his  pupils ;  but  his  love  of  low  life  pre^ 
dominated,  and .  he  soon  became  the  constant  asso^ 
date  of  a  party  of  extravagant  blackguaid  fellows^ 
and  neglected  his  business.  The  manager's  gold 
dwindled  fast  away ;  and  to  add  to  his  folly,  he  ea^ 
gaged  a  vulgar  woman  in  quality  of  mistress,  whom^ 
he  established  in  a  quarter  of  the  town  distant  fton^ 
that  .where  he  resiisied. 

Whether  the  poor  deluded  woman,  who  had  so 
imprudently  eloped  with  him,  had  received  any  in- 
formation of  this  most  foolish  and  provoking  part 
of  his  conduct,  is  uncertain;  but  she  all  at  once 
gave  up  ha*  usual  mode  of  advising  and  remon- 
strating, and  grew  very  suHen  and  discontentedL 
This  afforded  Allan  a  pretext  for  absentii^  himself 
still  more  from  her  company.  On  one  occasion  he 
did  liot  come  home  during  a  whole  day  and  night ; 
and  when  he  did  return,  it  was  only  that  he  might 
obtain  more  cash.  On  entering  the  house^  he  was 
surprised  to  find  that  the  Injured  and  slighted  lady 
appeared  quite  calm,  serious^  and  collected ;  but  his 
ast^iiishment  was  greatly  increased  when  she  rose 
aiid  Ud  fifteen  guineas  npoDr  the  taiAe,  which  he 
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knew  was  all  the  cash  they  pbssessed,  and  addiiessed 
him  thus  :~*^' I  have  been  misltaken, — ^but  regret  is 
now  useless.  My  resolution  Is  fixed,  and  I  inten4 
to  seek  out  my  husband*  Return  what  you  think 
will  defray  -the  expenses  of  my  journey.*  -   • 

This  new  turn  of  affidrs  was  unexpeMed;  hut  not 
di^Ieasing  to  Allan.  However,  with  his  usual  hy-^ 
pocrisy,  he  pretended  to  feel  great  sorrow  and  dis^ 
appointment,  while  he  was  picking  up  the  guineas^ 
two  of  which  he  •left  on  the 'table.  But  the  lady 
was  now  roused  by  his  impudence  and  ielfishnes8» 
and  objected  in  very  positive  terms  to  this  uhjuift 
division,  insisting  on  the  cai^  being  equally  parted* 
Allan,  after  all,  had  the  feelings  common  to  oiht 
nature.:  he  was  notastoAe;  and  he  acknowledged 
that  at  this  mohient  he  felt  great  compunction  of 
mind.  The  generosity  and  affection  which  this 
genteel  and  handsome  woman  had  always  displayed 
towards  him,  contrast^  with  the  extravagant  and 
abandoned  conduct  of  the  slattern  on  whom  he  had 
wasted  her  property,  appeared  very  striking;  and 
he  used  all  his  powers  of  persuasion  to  induct  her 
to  remain,  promising,  with  the  most  solemn*  asseve- 
rations, to  make  amends  tor  his  past  miscnnduet: 
but  she  remained  inflexible.  He  then  parted  the 
cash,  and  pulled  out  her  husband's  watch.  Which  he 
requested  her  to  return  to  its  owners.'  This  'she 
declined ;  but  he  positively  dedared  that  if  she  per- 
sisted in  refusing  it,  he  would  break  it  into  pieces 
before  her  eyes.  She  then  accepted  the  watch,. and 
in  turn  appeared  touched  by  this  last  act  of  genero^ 
sity ;  and.  they  parted  with  a  mutual  feeHng'of  re- 
vived respeot,  whicH  had.  not  been  entertainNl  1^ 

•     13  2  o    '  / 
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either  party  fer  some  time  before.  He  tememhoBdi 
thi&  weman  with  sentiments  of  tenderness  to  feli4 
last  period  of  his  existence. 

Allan  had  contracted  debts  to  a  considerable 
amount  in  Litchfield^  but  k^t  his  creditors  in  hu- 
mour by  promising  ta  disdiarge  their  bills  when  he 
received  his  nnts  £rom  a  small  estate  which  he  pre* 
tended  to  possess  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Durfaanti^ 
The  time  when  this  remittance  was  .to  be  reeeiTed 
MOW  drew  near,  so  that  it  became  necessary  to  r&s 
move.  He  took  the  road  to  London^  whare  he 
designed  to  try  his  fortone ;  for  it  must  be  observed, 
that  at  the  commencement  of  a  new  scheme,  he  aU 
ways  formed  resolutions  of  amendment,  which  coiw 
tinned  until  some  temptation  presented  itsdf. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

A  Gipsy  Cimp<^TIie  baildioiDe  Priooeas^Tlic  Cbief— Jobt  the  TrOM-xOeeMf^ 
npcei—— Remarkabk  Intipiew— ~M»nuge*<^AUatt'i  HappincM  ■  Cabmutocn 
Event— Awful  Interviev*- Affection  and  Madtleii— Depkrff  iKnu'tlie  Gipg^ 
Camp* 

While*  ASan  was  sauntering  leisutely  along  the 
road,  within  a  few  miles  of  Aylesbury,  he  observed 
smoke  ascending  from^  the  comer  of  an  adjoining 
cwnmon.  Prompted  by  curiosity,  he  approached 
towards  the  spot,  whence  he  heard  the  sound  of  the 
pipe  and  tabor  r  and  standihir  uiKm  a  small  emi* 
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nence»  fae  discovered  a  group  of  Gipsies  dancisg  on 
^e  grass  at  a  short  distance  from  their  camp.^  The 
sight  elated  his  heart,  and  he  felt  an  irresistible^e* 
sire  to  approach  the  dancers  and  witness. their  pas^ 
times.  He  accordingly  crept  unohservied  along  the 
side  of  a  hedge  till  he  came  directly  opposite  to  the 
merry  -groi^,  whose  happy  /  comfitenanoes  .revived 
many  pleasing  recollections,  and  filled  him  witfa^de- 
light  At  last,  the  musiciana  began  to  play  one  of 
his  favourite  tunes,  when,  in  a  transport  of  pleasure^ 
lie  joined  with  the  hautboy.  The  dancers,  sur- 
prised, crowded  around  the  strauge. performer,  who 
had,  impelled  by  his  native  good  taste  in  such  mat<- 
teF9»  placed  himself  in  a  graceful  rftttitude  against 
the  tnmk  of  a  spreading  ^oak. 

Amongst  the  group  Allan  noticed  41  remarkably 
handsome  ^irl.    She  was  rather  above  the  middle 

*  A  Gipsy  camp  always  presents  a  ^trikiag  speetade- to  those 
vho  regard  with  interest  the  peculiarities  of  these  wandering 
hordes,  and  is  finely  described  hj  Mr.  Hogg,  the  ingenious  author 
/  «f  the  "Queen's  Wdce :— ^ 

"  Hast  thou  not  noted  on  the  bye-way  side. 
Where  aged  sanghs  lean  o'er  the  lazy  tide, 
A  vagrant  crew,  far  stra^led  through  the^glade, 
i      With  Irifles  busied,  or  in  slumber  IsH  ; 

Their  children  lolling  jound  them  cm  the  grass, 
Or  pestering  with  their  sports  the jwtient  asst 
^-The  wrinkled  beldam  there  you  might  espy. 
And  ripe  young  maiden  with  the  glossy  eye,-i« 
Men  in  their  prime, — and  stripJiugs  darik  and  dttn»-^ 
iScathed  by  the  stona  and  freckled  with  the  sun ; 
Their  swarthy  h«e,  and  mantle's  flowing  fold. 
Bespeak  the  remnant  of  a  race  of  old : 
€trange  are  their  annals !— list,  and  mark  them  well— • 
Fjn  thou  hast  much  to  hear  and  1 4e  teU:'* 
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Aze,  and  formed  with  the  utmost  symmetiy  and* 
delicacy :  her  fine  daiic  tres86s,  and  large  voluptuous 
black  eyes,  imparted  to  ho*  countenance  a  peculiar 
expression  of  animation;  ner  ddn  was  of  that  co- 
lour styled  brunette,  beautifully  tinged  with  red, 
and  of  the  most  exquisite  polish ;  and  her  wh<de  air 
indicated  a  pleasing  combination  of  dignity  and* 
sweetness.  In  short,  she,  like  the  beauties  of 
warmer  dimates,  was  diatinguii^ed  by  the— 

"^..., Cheek  of  ruddy  bronze. 

And  large  black  eye  that  flashes  you  a  volley 
Of  rays  that  say.  a  thousand  things  at  once." 

When  the  tune  was  *  finished,  she  advanced  ioid 
seized  Allan's  hand,  thanked  him  for  the  high  and 
unexpected  pleasure  she  and  her  companions  had 
enjoyed  from  his  music,  and  invited  him  to  join  in 
their  festivities.  He  politely  declined  the  invita^ 
tion,  alleging  in  excuse  the  distance  he  had  to  travel 
that  afternoon;  but  the  beautifal  Gipsy  was  too 
deeply  struck  with  the  charms  both  of  his  music^ 
and  his  person  to  be  so  easily  repulsed.  Besides, 
his  complexion  and  aspect  very  clearly  indicated 
the  race  to  which  he  belonged.  She  therefore 
urged  him,  in  the  kindest  and  most  insinuating 
manner,  to  partake  of  their  repast ;  and  he  was  not 
of  a  temperature  to  withstand  so  bewitching  a 
pleader.  When  he  signified  his  oomplianoe  with 
her  hospitable  request,  she  thanked  him  for  his  con- 
descension, and  led  him  with  an  air  of  triumph  to 
her  friends.  There  was  something  pleasing  and 
romantic  in  this  adventure,  which  highly  interested 
our  roving  adventurer. 
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Shortly  after,  thecoixipany  seated  themselyes  on 
the  grass,  and  were  plentifully  supplied  with  beef» 
mutton,  and  dudcens,  which  had  been  boiled  toge- 
ther in  a  large  pot.*  After  dinner,  ale  and  liquor, 
which  Ind  been  procured  from  a  n^hbouring  tH- 
lage,  were  freely  drculated;  during  which  the 
Gipsy  girl  sung  several  songs  with  a  taste  and 
judgment  that  astonished  Allan.  In  order  to  sup^ 
port  the  lularity  of  the  scene,  he  tuned  his  pipes, 
and  played,  **  PU  gang  nde  nmir  to  yon  Town^  Be« 
fore  he  had  finished,  the  whole  company,  with  the 
exception  of  the  old  chief,  sprung  up  and  recom« 
menced  dancing*  Allan  was  again  surprised  to  ob^ 
serve,  that  the  singular  Gipsy  girl  moved  with  an 
air  and  grace  seldom  equalled  m  the  assemblies  of 
the  great,  while  her  expressive  countenance  evinced 
the  delight  she  experienced  from  the  amusement; 
When  the  party  became  fatigued,  they  again  seated 


*  Frequent  aJluaioBs  iiaye  been  made  to  the  excellent  eodkerjr 
'  of  the  Gipsies ;  yet  the  real  and  unmixed  people  of  this  race  in 
general  testify  an  indifference  to  the  quality  of  their  food  unknown 
amongst  the  least  civilised  tribes  in  Europe.  Carrion  is  a  dainty 
to  them ;  a  murrain  among  cattle^  whereby  they  may  ohti^n  abon^ 
dance  of  flesh  from  anhnals  dying  of  disease,  is  a  profitable  and 
joyful  event ;  and  they  are  even  disposed  to  eat  it  almost  raw* 
On  the  continent  they  have  been  accused  of  cannibalism ;  and  in 
the  year  I7B2^  59  men  and  women  were  executed  in  Hungary  in 
the  most  barbarous  and  shocking  manner^  and  150  remained  in 
dudas,  lot  the  crimes  of  robbery,  murder,  and  feeding  on  humm 
flesh :  but  perhaps  these  Gipsies  were  the  victims  of  persecutioii 
on  slight  grounds  of  euspicion.  In  every  part  they  are  inmiode* 
rately  fond  of  ardent  spirits,  and  also  of  tobacco,  to  obtain  a  single 
leaf  of  which  they  will  abstain  from  every  thing  else  for  a  whdk 
day. 
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themselves,  to  partake  of  a  little  refreshment  whieh 
had  been  ordered  by  the  chief. 

While  the  company  was  thus  employed,  Marjr 
(the  Gipsy  gui's  name)  i^proached  to  AUan,  and  in 
a  low  soft  voice  expressed  the  gratification  she  bad 
derived  from  hit  music;  then,  in  a  loud  and  asu* 
mated  tone,  declared  her  determination  to  retain 
the  stiange  musician  in  her  service;   and  again 
turning  towards  him,  she  added  in  a  whiisper,  ^*  Sir,' 
I  must  be  obeyed.    You  will  acknowledge  that  the 
wish  of  the  only  daughter  of  a  king^  ought  to  be 
law  to  all  loyal  and  gaUant  subjects.    You  canned 
refuse  to  gratify  your  primeMS.^    Without  waiting 
jfer  a  reply,  she  bounded  to  the  spot  wheie  her 
father  was  seated,  with  whom  she  continued  for  a 
lew  minutes  in  eiumest  conversation.     The  chief 
then  rose,  and  with  measured  and  nuyestic  ttigpa* 
approached  Allan,  who  rose  to  receive  him.    His 
gentleman-like  demeanour,  and  intelligent  cast  of 
countenance,  indicated  that  he  had  not  always  asso- 
ciated with  vagrants.    He  began  to  apologize  to 
Allan  for  not  noticing  him  before,  by  observinj^ 
that  so  many  curious  strangers  visited  their  humUe 
encampment,  that  it  woidd  be  improper  to.  address 
every  one.    After  a  pause,  he  added,  ''My  daugh- 
ter, who  has  some  knowledge  of  music,  seems  to  be 
captivated  by  your  performance,  and  is  anxious  you 
should  join  our  society.    I  never  refuse  her  any- 
reasonable  request,  and  do  therefore  make  the  pro- 
posal.   As  you  are  one  of  our  people,  and  speak 
our  language,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  observe 
that  our  mode  of  life  has  no  charms  to  the  delicate 
and  fastidious,  but  it  is  certainly  calculated  to  gn^ 
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ttfy  ihote  who  are  fond  of  liberty  and  tambling.^ 
Perhaps  you  are  desirous  to  accumulate  money/ 
WeU,  even  in  that  case  you  will  not  lose  the  oppor* 
tunity  by  associating  with  us.  Your  professicm 
will  in  all  places  introduce  you  to  the  gay  and 
liberal ;  and  your  gains  will  be  your  own,  except  a 
small  contribution  which  is  deposited  with  me  foif 
the  support  of  the  sick,  aged,  and  infimiw  .  Those 
belonging  to  this  district  assemble  every  month,f 
and  the  whole  of  my  subjects  meet  annually.  Make 
your  election  freely  and  deUberately.*" 

Allan  thanked  the  venerable  chief  for  his  offer/ 

*  Gipdes,  fike  tEie  Tarten  and  wandgnny  Atkht,  omuHat  it  • 
anrae  to  be  ooniined  to  one  spot.  Hey  aever  live  in  .citin»  and- 
have  no  settled  abode.  Some  of  the  more  miseraUe  only  ahelter 
tbemselveB  in  forests^  or  behind  hedges,  in  the  warmer  climates* 
In  ibis  country^  it  is  only  in  two  or  three  places  where  they  rent 
oottages  fot  occasional  use.  They  luaally  ooenpy  an  empty  or 
rainons  house  or  cottage;  and  whenever  they  erect  a  hot,  it  is  al« 
ways  (m  the  soath  side  of  a  hillock :  the  roof  is  formed  of  rafters 
overlaid  with  tarf>  and  a  woollen  blanket  is  drawn  across  the  aper-« 
tare  left  for  the  door.  A  fire  occupies  the  middle  of  the  huty 
aronxrd  which  the  children  lie  naked ;  for  althottgh  they  are  very 
fond  of  finery,  the  whole  tribe  go  very  scantily  deathed.  The 
females  can  neitbtr  sew  nor  spin ;  bot  their  dteb  cover  all«  afld 
are  convenient  for  thieving.  In  the  year  1782,  the  Empress  Ma- 
ria Theresa  promulgated  an  edict  prohibiting  Gipsies  from  dwelling 
in  tents,  and  enjoining  them  to  settle  in  fixed  abodes.  It  con- 
tained sevetal  other  enactawBts,  calenlated,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
pious  i^oman,  to  transform  them  into  good  ChristiaQS.  When 
these  regnlations  were  found  to  be  ineffectual,  they  were  fordhly 
deprived  of  all*  their  children  above  five  years  of  age.  The  rude 
Russians  tried  more  gentle  measures  to  efifect  their  sudden  civili*'' 
jation  about  the  same  period,  also  without  effect.  In  Englancf, 
ivhere  they  are  wisely  left  at  liberty,  they  are  gradually  inoorpo« 
Ming  themaelves  with  those  arennd  diem. 
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but  said  that  he  had  resolved  to  settle  in  Londcm^ 
nrhere  he  was  confident  of  procuring  a  pTofitai9le 
engagement  Mary,  on  hearing  his  decision,  said, 
m  a  low  and  mournful  tone,  *^  Cruel  musician  I'* 
This  tender  reproach  was  irresistible,  aorid  he  in* 
formed  the  chief,  that,  on  consideration,  he  believed 
he  should  be  most  happy  by  becoming  his  sulgect. 
He  was  astonished  at  Mary's  determined  and  insi- 
nuating address,  and  resolved  to  see  where  this 
Strange  adventure  would  end. 

Mary  appeared  elated  with  joy,  and  prevailed  onr 
the  chief  to  prolong  their  monthly  meeting  a  day- 
longer,  in  honour  of  their  new  associate.    On  the 
second  day,  the  chief  issued  his  commands  for  the 
tribe  to  meet  and  hold  their  anniversary  in  a  month 
from  that  time ;  and  on  the  following  morning,  the 
gang  separated  and  took  difierent  routes.     Allan 
remained  with  the  chief  and  his  admirer  Mary« 
Preparations  were  immediately  made  for  a  joum^ 
to  the  westward.    'Hie  chief  travelled  upon  a  fine 
galloway,  the  tents  and  l^aggage  followed  in  a  cart, 
whilst  Allan  and  Mary  brought  up  the  rear.    They 
marched  at  a  slow  rate,  as  the  chief  was  rather  in* 
disposed ;  *  but  Allan  felt  no  sensation  of  weariness 
or  impatience,  as  his  kind  companion  amused  him 
with  her  wit,  and  in  relating  the  strange  and  laugh- 
able adventures  that  she  hsd  witnessed. 

The  chief  was  a  remarkable  •character;  and  his 
haughty  and  commanding  deportment  inspired  even 
AUan  with  a  considerable  degree  of  awe.  He 
seemed  upwards  of  sixty  years  of  age,  and  still, 
.when  in  health,  could  display  uncommon  strength 
and  activity.    He  ruled  with  great  strictness  and 


'^serml?^ ;  y^t  his  discernment  an^  -  impartiaHty  'se* 
^ured  him  the  general  esteem.  Fewer  great  Crimea 
and  glaring  irregid^rities  were  , committed  by  .his 
adherents  than  by  any  other  tribe  of  vajgrants;  and 
the  skiU  and  attention  wijii  which  he  directed  their 
operations  had  acquired  them  comforts'  which  £e w 
Gipsies  enjoy.  He  w;ould  allow  none  of  his  adhe«. 
rents  to  form  any  acquaintance  Jivith  the  desperate 
thiieves  or  robbers  of  the  neighbourhood  ;*  £^nd  he 
confined  their  ^exertions  to  the  various  arts  of  cheat- 
uig.  He  was  supposed  to  possess  considerable 
liches^  which  bis  followers  said  he  had  gaioed  in 
forei^  countries  before  hecCoaunenced.the  Gipsy 
life.    He  was  strangely  .absent^  reserved,  jand  sullen, 

*  This  kind  of  connexion  seems  to  be  admitted  in  some  countriesi 
though  not  by  the  English  Gipsies.  Mrs.  Graham,  in  her  amusing 
Journal  of  Three  3Ionths  passed  near  Bome^  says  that  the  appear«« 
tinee  df  a  gang  of  Gipsies  at  Poli  ia'dicated<1flie  near  approach  of 
the  brigands.  "The  men  behmging  to 'the  gang  .ae^ned  ^  be 
pedlars;  they  carried  ba8ke|B  of  such  v^res  as  Shakspeare's  Auto- 
.lyclms  has  made  poetical,  and  whic^  suit  the  costume  of  the  young 
5Kromen  here.  'Bibbons  of  all  .colours  i'  the  rainbow,  points  more 
than  all  the  lawyers  in  Bohemia  can  learnedly  handle,  thou^ 
'they  come  to  him  by  the  gross ;  Inkles,  >«addies,Mcambricks,  lawn/ 
'and  ballads  too  in  pl^ty;  nor  was  the  song  of  xeoommendatioa 
'•wanting.  The  women,  as  jisual,  were,  fortune-tellers.  We  had 
the  curiosity  to  listen  to  them ;  and  there  were  the  usual  promises 
of  good  fortunes^  great  hnsbailds,  i)eautifal  wires,  and  indulgent 
confessors.''  Their -dialeet,  this  -writer  says,  was  the  .same  with 
-that  of  the  Gipsies  >  of  Sngland,  Spain,  France*  ^and  Germany. 
y  Their  little  camp  by  the  road  8ide>  their  a9se9.^rajEing  round,  the 
.jiigs  tethered  to  the  do<Mrs  of  the  huts,  the  little  ragged  children 
begging  amidst  their  play,  and  all  having  the  true  Gipsy  face  and 
expression,  looked  so  Hke  a  scene  at  Hampstead  or  Blackheath, 
*ihat  we  ftlt  almoat  good«will  towards  what  reminded  us.jio  xnnch 
itfhoiwft"  . 

.2  J? 
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and  seldom  spoke  Except  wheti  cotMtedndiii^  att^ 
proring.  Mary,  and  a  giri  who  termed  kim  uiicle^ 
#ere  the  only  individuals  with  Whbn)  he  wouki 
condescend  to  converse. 

The  chief  ahd  his  small  retinue  reached  Sodbmy 
in  Gloucestershire,  the  place  of  general  retidezvou8> 
two  days  before  the  specified  time,  ahd  were  sooit 
joined  by  straggler^  from  every  quarter.     On  tii# 
morning  of  th^  festival,  Allan  rtekoned  sixty-twd 
Inen  and  women,  besides  children.    The  buoiness  cf 
the  meeting  commenced  by  the  whole  company 
forming  a  dng  round  their  sovereign,  tJ6  whom  eadi 
handed  a  small  tribute  for  his  support  during  die 
Ensuing  year.    The  chief  received  this  contoibudon 
with  a  dignified  air.    A  large  wooden  bowl  was 
hext  handed  round  the  ring  by  one  of  the  young 
females^  into  which  eveiy  one  threw  a  sum,  accord- 
ing to  his  circumstfimces,  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  festival.    The  merriment  then  commenced^  rad 
every  one  engaged  in  such  fostitnes  as  are  peculiar 
to  the  vagrant  tribes.    Several  of  the  neighbouritig 
gentry  and  farmers  visited  the  merry  group,  and 
joined  in  the  dahce:  for  the  Gipsies  are  always 
careful  to  avoid  committing  depredations  upon  the 
property  of  their  benefactors ;  and  two  Of  three  of 
the  gentlemen:  that  resided  near  Sodbiiry  had  al« 
tvays  shewn  them  the  greatest  kindness^     Allan 
Vras  placed  amongst  the  inuddans^  but  he  fr^ 
quently  left  them  to  dance  with  the  prinee^  Mary. 
At  meals  she  always  contrived  to  place  him  itett 
her,  and  to  hand  him  the  choicest  bits. 

When  the  limited  time  of  meeting  had  expired^ 
the  chief  ordered  the  diversions  to  cease,  aad  iik 
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•tmigcOT  fo  If ithdraw.  This  v^w  inrtaRtfy  com- 
plied with,  and  tbe  whol^  ^^ompitny  ag^in  formed  a, 
nng  around  the  chief.  He  theii  addressed  them  in 
a  short  speech,  the  purport  of  which  wa^  to  be  kipd 
and  friendly  towards  msh  ofchfr»  and  to  avoid  the 
iMHomissioii  of  such  atroeious  md  dangerous  criqaes 
as  might  reiider  th^m  wl^^  to  the.9^verest  pu« 
nirimients  of  the  law.  He  also  boasted  that,  du^ 
ring  the  long  .period  be  had  reigned  over  them, 
only  one  individual  had  suffered  the  pumshoqent  of 
death* 

He  >  neSLt  commanded  Allan  and  another  young 
man  to  approadi  the  throne,  when  he  introduoed 
them  to  his  subjects  as  new  members  of  the  fiater^ 
nity,  and  mcommended  them  to  their  att^tion, 
He  then  began*  and  in  a  remarkably  de&r,  persp].<< 
cuous,  and  authoritative  manner,  assigned  tp  each 
individual  his  particular  route  and  occupation,  in* 
terspersed  with  cautions  and  admonitipus.  The 
tinkers,  coopers,  imd  beUows^menders  were  each  to 
take  his  wife  and  children,  or  a  w<Mnan  and  he? 
child  or  children,  under  their  protection.  The  wo» 
men  were  to  tdl  fortunes,  mend  china»  sell  small 
wares,  or  beg,  according  to  tlieir  several  ca{mcities» 
or  as  cireumstanoes  required*  One  ingenious  fel- 
low, whoee  fondness  fw  in^^rancy  had  induced  him 
to  abandon  all  the  oomfcffts  of  polished  society,  way 
ordered  to  frequeot  searport  towns  as  a  dumb  forr 
tune-teller;  and  bis  wife,  a  smart  youUg  Gipsy» 
was  to  disguise  herself  in  boy^s  cloaths,  and  to  ac- 
company him  as  hii  youngsst  brother  and  inteiv 
pretw.  Another  young  man,  who  had  al^  been 
fidopted  into  the  tribe,  was  ordemd^  aftermapy  re^ 
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proofs  for  extreme  idleness  and  misconduct  -  ta 
sume  the  cbiuacter  of  an  infirm,  decayed  widow/ 
with'  a  boy  or  girl  to  assist  him  in  b^^g.    One' 
middte-aged  man  was  to  take  diarge  of  three  chil-^ 
dten^  and  to  travel  through  the  north  of  Wales  and 
Cheshire,  as  a  farmer  whose  property  had  been  con- 
sumed by  ftre  near  BeTedey,  and  whose  wife  had 
died  Itfoken-hearted  (which  drcttmstances  had  actu^ 
ally  happened  a  few  weeks  before).    He  was  ftv^^ 
nished  with    the    necessary  papers,   wludh  weare 
executed  by  the  chief  and  Mary,  both  being  excels 
.  tent  scholars.    The  whole  tribe  acknowledged  that 
Maty*  was  the  most  expert  fortune-teller  that  ever 
travelled ;  and  every  one  was  anxious  she  should  be 
appointed  to  their  district,  as  she  was  always  liberal 
and  kfaid-hearted  to  the  infirm  or  unfortunate.    Her 
fether^  however;  concluded  at  this  time-  by  saying 
.tiiat,  as- he- was  indiirposed;  Mary  should  eontinue 
witib  him  a  month  longer.     A*  youth  w1k>  had 
joined  the  tribe  about  the  same  time  with  Allan 
was  also  retained  on  account  of  ill  health.    The  rest 
that  remained  ware  of  little  conse<]uenoe*     The 
meeting  was  now  dissolved,  and  the  diffemt  par^ 
ties  immediately  set  off  to  their  several  districts; 
Allan  -was^  surprised  that  he  had  been  passed  over 
without  notice ;  bat  Mary  seized  the  first  opportu- 
nity to  inform  him  that,  in  eonsequence  of  her  soli- 
citations, her  father  had  consented  to  permit  him  to 
remain  with  tliem  for  a  few  weeks  longer.  • 

Allan  was  delighted  at  this  inteliigenc^  for  he 
very  often  afiirmed  that  he  feltsudi  an  este»i  and 
affisetion  for  this  interesting  gui  as  no  other  woman 
had.  ever  insfixed  him  with.     He  therefore  pro^- 


niised  himself  die'  most  deliciousi  h^piness  while 
permitted  to  attend  her.  Here,  however,  like  most 
Mher  violent  lovers;  he  was  egregioudy  mistaken. 

After  the  lapse  *<if  a  few  days^  he  clearly  per-^ 
ceived  •  growing  intimacy  betwe^  Mary  and  the 
atrailge'  yontih^  whose  heautifol  face  and  insinuating^ 
manners  he  bad  often  viewed  with  alarm  and  dis-^ 
pleasure.  At  fast,  their  private  walks,  and  long 
oonversations  in  Mary's  tent,  placed  it  beyond  a 
doubts  that  this  mildy  sly,  smooth-faced  £dlow  had 
succeeded  in  supplanting,  himr  in  Mary's  a£Gecfion8/ 
This  torturing  conviction  sendered  Allan  thou^t^ 
ful  and  melancholy :  he  neglected  his  mnsrc ;  and^ 
in  order  to  shew  his  sohh  and  displeasure,  avoided^ 
as  much  as  possible,  Mary's  company  and  coiivtirsa^ 
tion.  She»  on  the  other  hand,  became  peevish  and 
absent^  and  sometimes  darted  such  an  indignant 
glance  at  the  silent  musician,,  as  threw  him  into  a 
atate  of  inexj^cable  agitation. 

At  the  end  of  three  weeks,  Allan  resolved  by  one 
vigorous  effort  to  break  the  diarm  that  had  so  Imig 
enslaved  him,  and,  agreeably  to  his  original  design^ 
proceed  direct  to  London.  Accordingly,  at  night 
he  packed  up  the  few  articles  he  possessed,  intend*^ 
mg  to  dip  off  unobserved.  Having  to  pass  Mary's 
tent,  he  felt  a  strong  inclination  to  take  a  parting 
look.  Approadiing  her  tent  gaitly  for  this  pur^ 
pose,  he  heard  his  rival's  hated  voice;  but,,  after 
listening  a  few  mkiUtes,  he  was  convinced  that  love 
was  not  the  theme;  for  the  youth  with  sobs  was 
lamenting,  ius  departure  from  the  paths  of  virtue, 
whil^  the  otiier  briefly,  consoied  him  with  the  assu« 
mMe  tiiat  dm  would  soon  find  means  to  sej^arat^ 
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Um  from  the  tribe»  ahd  ultimately  tx>  eSeet  a 
oUiatioQ  between  dl  parties. . 

Allan  returned  to  hia  tent  with  a  light  heart, 
titning  hifl  pipes^  began  to  phiy  over  Mary's  fa- 
Tourifce  tui^».  As  bii  ppes  had  lain  so  long  iieg«» 
leeted»  tl^  party  in  the  damp  crowded  around 


and  began  to  dsMx  by  moocdight.    Mary  also  cum 
out  of  h^  tent»  but  did  not  join  in  the  meixuaait, 
AUaUt  *  <^serving  this,  advdiioed  to  her,  and  ie» 
Rested  to  be  indulged  with  a  few  minutes*  private 
ConversatiGa),  either  tliat  night  or  in  the  manaog* 
She  heard  him  with  a  miiLtuie^of  surprisie  and 
baogbtiheis,  mid,  after  eonsidemUe  hesitation,  an*«. 
VWered,  ^  Your  eonduet  of  kte  has  been  eo  stnnge^ 
^at  I  know  not  on  what  grounds  you  oaa  mako 
sueh  a  reqnest  tow.    I  haA  indeed  su^qpottd  ABt 
our  oorrespondcnce  was  at  an  end.    Howerer^  as  it 
will  be  amusing  to  hear  you  justify  your  fiekienea^ 
I  .will  meet  you  in  half  an  hour  at  the  edge  of  the 
lribmtaiicm.'\   She  then  turned  away  much  agitated. 

Mary  had  better  reason  than  Allan  supposed  for 
a8»Hnihg  a  lofty  deportment,  as  she  knew  ef  th^ 
preparations  he  had  made  for  escaping.  Abxknsv 
to  lUseover  the  motives  for  his  inconstancy,  Ae  had 
empkiyed  a  trui^y  friend  to  watdi  Inm,  and  who 
bad  observed  and  reported  his  oondoct  that  nights 
8be  therefore  supposed  that  he  hisl  ratiKHed  merely 
ta  attract  her  notice  by  pbying  her  ^ourifee  tuoes» 
vinth  the  design  of  inereasing  her  moiti&iition  ai 
his  departure. 

At  the  time  iqppdnted,  he  ceased  playing,  and- 
npaired  to  the  plantation,  wh^»  he  €ound  Hmf 
walk^g  pensfrvely  beneath  a  ktge  ^reading  teeai 
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He  a|»proacbed  find  tttempted  to  take  h#r  huid  i 
bat  she  drew  btek  in  ^  re^lsi^  biami^r^  and  de» 
tnandfid  to  knew  his  busineM  if  it&  her^  adding,  '^  I 
kave,  sir>  ihdulged  ydu  with  this  meetings  perha^ 
inikfttiideDtly ;  but  it  is  the  last  request  I  shall  feaf 
Indined  to  grant  ytitu"  JJlan  nxyri  iand  tbit  het 
|Aide  had.  prompted  hair  to  form  some  resolution 
that  would  destl*Qy  all  his  ho^s ;  and  said,  in  rather 
a  disc<meerted  way,  that  he  was  happy  trhile  she 
lemaxned  faitlilrul,  but  that  her  partiality  for  Mother 
would  easily  aceount  for  his  late  conducti  Mary 
veemed  afiboni^ed,  and  only  remarked  that  this  was 
a  most  base  insiriuationi  intended  to  sbalterHis  own 
fidtUessness.  Allan  replied  rather  sharply,  *^  Then 
you  deny  that  Richaid  Warble  enjoy s-eVery  hour 
jou  have 'to' spare?'-  Mary  looked  full  ifi  hit  face 
for  a  moment,  and  then  burst  into  a  hearty  laugh^ 
\ahich  she  oould  sealicely  restrain  while  she  ext- 
aiaraned,;  '*Al»i  poor  Didc!  .  Unfortunate  youA! 
•thy  'hopes  am  now  blasted.  Thou  must  no  longer 
lAiare  my  smiles*  Tfan  selfish  man  oompels  me  to 
abandon  the&"  Then  anafbhing  Allan  by  the  tan, 
riie  gaily  added^  ^^Corne  along,  Jamea  I  ai|t  b 
liamghty  giii;  hut  you  shall  have  your  ri^^  I 
cannot  make  two  lorers  h^ppy.  One  nuisb  tdwdi 
off,  I  see.<  But  positiTdy,  James,  I  love  pmu^  and 
you  and  poor  Dick  must  part  fri^sds.'' 

Without  r^lyitag^to  this  Strange  rfaaptody,  Allan 
ftdlowed  her  to  the  tent  where  Didt  wits  leated 
alone  weeping.  Oh  their  ent^itg^  he  atoiie^  IripeA 
his  eyes  hOrtUy^  and  shtx)k  hands  with  AUaki  in  a 
friMidly  manner^  Mary  ihstltntly  began  to  u^raidr 
Allan  for  his  extreme  jealousy ;  tdling  Dibk  that 
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si^  must  now  givtf  bim  up»  though  he  was  cataiiitf 
a  dear^  pretty,  little  fellow^  on  which  she  kissed 
him  with  app^rcjpt  fervour.  Allan  was  not  fieaaecl 
at  this  forward^  pDjaroper  actiiDn^  bo  unlike  Mary'u 
g^iieral  behavioHJ: ;  end  began  to  suspect  that  be 
had  both  mistaken  h&r  diaracter  and  the  purport  of 
the  conversation  he  had  heard.  Maiy  secsmed  to 
tiotice  his  frown  with  delight,  and  tumiEf^  towacds 
ISfim,  saidy  ^'  Now,  as  I  expect  .that  you  will  in  fu-^ 
ture  be  a  good  boy,  gnd  as  we  nmst  be  all  firiends,  I 
will  tell  you  Dice's  history  and  quali,^cations»  and 
^hen  you.  will  more  readily  pardon  my  invohintEury 
fXEurtiality  for  this  poor  strange  lad,'* 

Dick  gave  Mary  a  look  of ,  confidence  and  acquis- 
escenoe^  which jshe  returned  and  began  thus:  ^'Poor 
Bichard  Warble  is  a  6n§  yeung  womfm,  which  any 
man  of  taste  and)  disoerament  will  eanly  perceive 
and  acknowledge,  and  the  daughter  of  an  opulent 
gnuEier  in  Ycnkshire.  .  Being  sedujoed  by  a  youn^g^ 
gentleman,  by  the  most,  solemn  pmmiies  of  max^ 
riage,  she  became  pregnant ;  «nd  dreading  the  anger 
and  resentment  of  her  four  brothers,  she  disguised 
herself  in  one  of  their  suits  of  doaths,  and  escaped 
before  her  misfortune  was  known.    Haying  acci- 
dentally seen  me  some  time  befpre,  she  became  pse^ 
possessed  in  my  favour,,  and  resolved  to  find  me  out 
Bpd  crave  my  protection  and  cssistanoe,     I. have 
pmcured  her  a  retired  and  oomfortaUe  residence; 
she  shall  want  nothing  that  her  situation  requires^ 
her  child  shall  be  taken  care  of  lil  our  tribe;  and  if 
my  plans  succeed^  which  I  am  confident  th^  will, 
she  shall  be  restored  to  her  Mends  with  an  tmblft- 
mished  diaiacter." 
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Alhai  was  surprised  and  pleaiterf  at  this  recital, 
tftihougii  he  felt  some  little  mortification  at  his  otrh 
want  of  discernment,  and  oflbred  his  assistance  in 
ffiiy  manner  where  his  services  cmJd  be  nseful; 
Mary  hastily  thanked  him,  but  dbsertred  it  was  a 
deUcate  afiair,  and  she  would  efideavout  to  mMage 
it  herself.  Accordingly^  early  nelct  morning  she 
departed  to  leave  her  ehaige  at  the  phce  of  retreat 
which  she  had  provided.  On  her  return,  tAllan  en« 
joyed  a  few  of  the  hafppiest  days  he  erer  eitperienoed 
in  the  course  of  his  chequered  life.        '     .    *  ' 

At  the  next  moiithly  meeting,  the  chief,  tiiqugllf 
still  indisposed,  ordered  Mary  to  go  oA  a  fctatune-* 
telling  expedition  to  a  considerable  distioice  for  two 
months.  She  petitioned  for  Allan  to  be  tent  to  the 
same  qunrter,  to  which  the  €hief,  after  ibuch  hesita- 
tion and  with  great  reliictanoe,^Consented;  at  the! 
same  time  ordering  him  to  assume  the  appeiu^nce 
of  age  afid  decrepitude,  telling  him  that  he  shtE>uId 
be  provided  with  a  suitable  garb,  and  observing, 
that  he  could  not  fail  to  excite  commiserationi 
which  would  cause  his  playing  to  be  better  pdd  for. 
Allan's  regard  for  Mary  induced  him  to  acquiesce 
to  this  arrangement  with  apparent  cheerfulness;' 
though  he  felt 'secretly  mortified  at  being  compfettbd 
to  lay  aside  big  fine  suit  of  cloaths  in  which  he  had 
figured  at  Litchfield,  and  to  assume  the  old,  tat- 
tered  garments  and  miserable  bandages  that  were' 
provided  for  him.  '' 

Mary  set  off  in  the  aftemocfn,  dressed  snlartly  in 
the  Gipsy  style ;  but  the  chief  detained  Allan  until 
the  following  day,  when  he  was  permitted  to  depart. 
In  the  afternoon  he  was  surprised  to  meet  Mary  sd 

s  a 
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dear  tbe  encampment;  Wt  she*  siuspectiiii;  her  fa- 
tiler's  acheoiefl^  had  loitered  in  the  neighbomliood  U> 
vmUh  AUan's  departure.  On  seeing  him,  she  ea-^ 
joy^  a  hearty  laugh  at  his  IhApiag  pace  and  starv** 
ing4ike  disguise ;  but  oii  cintering  a  country  wi^ 
house,  she  desired  him  to  waUc  into  a  little  imMo^ 
where  he  was  surprised  ,to  see  his  own.^  SHit  of 
eloaths  upcm  the  tables  iirhibh  he'suffxised.  to  be  in 
possessioa  of  the  <^hief.  She  fioUowed,  and  in  a  gpiy 
manner  begged  hiai  to  padc  up  his  rags,  Sm  abe 
could  not  possibly  accept  of  him  as  a  trav^in^ 
oompaid0n  in  a  w.oef ul  pUght  She  then,  in  a  Bxyre 
serious  way>  added,  that  she  Imew  hex  fathev'tf  mo* 
tivtt  fer  ^  <xrders  he  had  given  him ;  but  aa  sb^ 
had  invited  him  to  accompany  her,  she  did  not  wiah 
hiffl  to  appear  in  any  character,  for  her  income 
would  be  auffident  to  supply  both  thehr  wants, 

Allan -and  lids  kind  protectress  visited  different 
jtdwiM,  and  q^ent  their  tipe  in  the  most  agreeable 
manner.  Mary  indulged  him  beyond  his  widi  or 
expectation,  for  her  gains  surpassed  credibitity.  In 
every  part,  she  fM'ovided  him  a  lodging  apart  from 
her  owjQy  for  she  was  botib  jchaste  and  honest,  and 
required  the  utmost  dehcaoy  to  be  observed  towards 
her.  His  c»ily  employment  was. to  amuse  her  wkh 
a  few  tunes  on  the  japes  after  the  fatigues  ci  the 
day,  .Md  she  diverted  him  in  return  1^  relating  the 
CMduMty  of  her  customers.  On  these  occasions,  she 
frequently  alluded  to  those  arguments  by  wiueh 
she  justified  her  occupation ;  aUd  altmys  ended  by 
observing  that  she  imposed  only  upmi  the  credaliiy 
of  the  tick,  and  that  in  return  for  gold  she  imparted 
auch  hopes,  and  exhibiited  suoh  ^To^eola  of  happi- 
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nets,  as  were  pevliaps  Isetter  than"  die  enjoytrient 
itself;  and,  at  any  nte^  her  oastomers  ireie  ai&plyt 
compensated  for  what  she  leoeived.  She  hafl'Ww 
dneed  her  art  ta  rples,  and  praetoded  wfth  duch 
caution  and  judgment  as  i^aed  hef  fame  abd^v^  that 
of  erery  other  oompetitor.'* ' 

At-tfa^nd  of  two  ixipnths,  t&ey  set  ^utoii' theior 
ntnifi.to  the  hedd^qnaileitf ;  ivhen  Allan «•  obtained 
Mary's  consent  to  become  his  wife,  prtnided  her 
lather's  ccnsenit  ootdd  be'dkitained*  Hi^nowre^ 
sumed.  his  diq;utse^  and  remained  a  day  behind  hii 
tompanion,  t#'  give  her  as  opportunity  of  depoiili^ 
ihg  his  dbatbs  in  the  place  i&om  whidk  they  tad 
been  taken.  When  lie  reached,  the  OBsspj  *  tfe  dnat 
reoeiii^ed  liim  kindly,  enquBwd  how  he  idisheidF 


*  Tf^e  Gipsies  have  always  t)een  deemed  expert  fbrtuDe-tellers. 
A  worlc  was  publisbed  in  the  yeair  Vdl2,  to  detect  and  expose  the 
trt  of  juggling  and  kgefd^mttdj^  ''Una  kSnd  btp^^flB,'^  mf^$  tift 
wthory  speaking  of  tlie  Eqgliah  Gipinet>  f*  aWat  n  kon4x)«d  ywn 
agK^  begaqpe  to  gather  on  head*  at  the  first  haer^  pbqufft  |^e  aouth-; 
erne  parts.  And  thi^  as  I  am  informed^  and  can  gather^  was 
their  beginning :  Certain  Egyptians  banished  their  country  (belike 
not  fsr  their  good  conditions)  arriTed  heere  in  England',  who  for 
^naint  trieka  and  derioes,  not  k&own  hacre  $jt,Astttm%  mumg  na, 
irere  ftteemed  and  Jbad  ia  gt^t  Adnuratfoai  ina^moGh  t)ttt  aiai^ 
of  our  En^ish  hylerers  joined  with  th0ni«  and  in  time  learned 
their  crafty  cozening-" — *'  The  speach  which  they  used  was  the 
right  Egyptian  speadS^  with  whom  our  Englishmen  conversing;  at 
last  learned  their  kmguage^  These  peeple^  oontinuing  akout  fhft 
um$rY'  ^d  'pmctiting  their  amenisg  Mtt,  |iDMtoed.  thtmadref 
gref^t  credit  emoog  xi^%  country  peopl%.iind  got  much,  hj  palmistry 
an4  t^lling^of  fortuuies;  insomuchj  they  pitifully  cozened  poor 
country  girls>  both  of  money^  silver  spoons,  and  the  best  of  their 
apparelle,  or  any  goods  Aey  could  make."  On  t&is  snljeet  see 
fage  67-     - 
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mbde  ci  life,  and  what  sueoeaB  he  had  met  with;' 
to  which  questions  Allan  letiutxedfavouraUe  an* 
swenL 

The  chief  appeamd  more  dbeeiful  than  osoai 
amongst  his  subjects;  and  as  they  had  been  very 
generally  successful,  a  plentiful  feast  was  prepared^ 
and  the  glass  cireulated  nqfndly.  Allan,  after  plajr- 
ing  a  few  tunei^  arose  and  w«it  boldly  intD  the 
chiefs  ten^  detennined  not  to  let  this  season  of 
jdUity  and  good  humour  dip  without  ascertaining 
whetiber  happiness  or  misery  awaited  him.  He 
found  the  duef  alone,  and  in  the  most  reqpectfdl 
tenns  asked  his  daughter  in  maniaga  The  chie^ 
without  betraying  the  sh^^btest  emoticHi,  said  lie 
would  con»der  of  the  matter,  uaad  give  him  an  aa^ 
swer  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours. 

M^ry  and  AUan  passed  several  hours  in  a  state  of 
trembling  aippiehension,  regardless  of  the  noisy  and 
merry  scene  heioie  them.  .At  lengthy  the  despcmd^ 
ing  send  agitated  pipw  was  ordered  to  attend  the 
diief,  who,  on  his  entrance,  eyed  him  with  great 
jkeeqness,  ordered  him  to  be  seated,  and,  after  a  pro«> 
found  siLance  of  near  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  addressed 
hkn  thus  >^^^  Sir,  from  the  first  moment  that  yoa 
entered  our  camp,  I  have  witnessed  my  daaghtei^s 
partiality  for  you,  and  am  pleased  to  observe  that 
your  Qcmduat  has  been  such  ^a  to  hoqour  her  dia* 
cemment  Yj^ur  proposal  I  expected  and  have 
didy  ^eonsidecad;  but  I  have  weighty  and  private 
reasons  for  wishing  Mary  to  remain  single  for  some 
time  longer^  I  therefore  do  not  approve  of  her 
marriage;  but  am  too  well  acquaintpd  with  ha 
merits,  and  the  wildness  of  her  leothiuiasmi  to  ^t- 


JAMBS  JlIXAK.  SOJt 


tempt  an  ofyponlion  to  her  will  in  this  ddicata 

•afiair.    Did  you  know  my  motives,  yoa  woiild  Bf^ 

prove  of  the  reluctance  I  now  shew  in  doing  whiit 

Ae  may  tlunk  only  just  and  lewoiiafale.    However, 

conceal  the  nature  of  tins  eonversation  from  her» 

Prove  to  her  a  kind  husband,  and,  should  you  con« 

ttnue  to  deserve  my  good  opinion,  your  reward  is 

eeMain:  if  not,  your  punishment  wiU  be  equally 

eertain.    The  marrii^  must  be  sokmilized  acoofd- 

ing  to  the  sites  of  the  Church  of  Bxxne;  and  after-* 

wards,  aSichitf,  I  must  permit  my  subjects  to  observe 

thdr  own  peculiar  customs  on  tine  occaskm." 

ASiaxk  returned  thanks,  and,  taking  his  leave,  hur« 
tied  to  Mary  and  communicated  the  jc^ul  news» 
which  were  the  more  agreeaMe,  because  she  had 
calculated  upon  her  fatiier  s  refusal  to  sanction  their 
union*  On  the  next  evening,  he  was  summoned 
into  ;the  presence  of  the  chief,  who  infoi^med  him 
that  he  had  engaged  an  old.friend,  a  Catholic  priest» 
to  perform  the  marriage  ceremony  next  momii]^) 
and  giving  him  some  money,  demed  him  to  go  and 
^rchase  a  licence,  as  he  intended  they  should  also 
be  married  according  to  the  form  of  the  Churdi  of 
fingland,  in  order  to  legalize  their  marriage. 

Early  next  nuiming,  the  ceremony  was  performed 
fsf  the  Cathdic  priest  in  a  small  chapel,  aiid  af tatw 
wards  repeated  in  a  country  church ;  no  one  being 
present  except  the  old  dibf  and  two  respectable 
furmers  whom  be  invited  to  be  witnesses.  None  of 
ihe  tribe  suspected  that  such  a  business  was  tnuis- 
acting ;  and  in  order  to  avoid  their  rough  jokes  and 
noisy  congratulations,  the  happy  couple,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  chiefs  immediately  departed  cm  a 
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piping  -mA  fortime4eUuig  ^xpeditioii  to  Backings 

.  Allan  WHS  now  tibe  favoured  and  lawful  oompap^ 
xiion  (^  affection  and  boauty,  and  expemnoed  that 
pure  bi4>pin^  which  suoh  att  aadabfe  combinaticfa 
is  calculated  to  produce*    Near  the  dose  cf  his.  long 
and^chequevod  life^  and  after  the- most  extenaiTie 
experienoa  in  the  nature  ^f  wiadoxn.  and*  folly;  lia 
repeatedly  and  eoiemnly  declared  that  this  wia  tiaa 
oidy  period  injWhkh  he  felt  truly  happy;     His 
other  connexiom  with  the  fair  sex^  which  peihapo 
have  seldom  been  equalled,  left  no  permanent  or 
agreeable  impreesians  upon  his  mind^ 

Mary  w;a$  lively^  good-tempered^  aensiUs;  And 
exdessively  affiectioiuite;  and,  except  when  ragaged* 
in  her  profession,  ni^ver  stooped  to  the  meannesaet 
of  lying  or  deceit.    Bhb  was  fra^  and  tenqpcmte 
in  her  hakuts,  but  generous  in  all  oases  where  hex 
fiiehds  were  concerned.     She  never  opposed  her 
husband,  exeept  in  prohibiting  him  from  caq^feying 
his. musical  abilities  for  money.    She  seiems  iis  have 
possessed  great,  inflnenee  over  him ;  and  he  was  so 
apprdiensive  of  incurring  her  diajdeasure,  that  he 
repressed  all  the  Gipsy  propensities  of  his  esdy 
ll^outib.    But  in  no  other  situation  could  he  ever 
boast  of  having  obtained  the  mastery  of  his  xulii^^ 
passions  and  vices. 

At  stated  periods,  he  and  Mary  visited  tibeur  fS»- 
ther,  whoalways  endeavoured,  in  Allan's  presence^ 
to  relax  from  his  usual  severity  of  naannar,  and  to 
treat  him  with  the  utmost  confidence  and  regard* 
He  pronused  to  bequeath  him  his  property,  and  to 
appoint  him  his  successor;  and  whenever  Allan  at- 
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tempted  to  express  Ins  gratitude,  tlie  old  clAef  in*  \ 
terrupted  hhn  by  saying,  ''  Be  Idnd  to  Mary,  ttoS  1 ' 
am  amply  repaid^''    He  also  endeavoured  to  quaHfy* 
.^Jlan.'fiir  the  high  office  he  wes  destined  to  fill,  by 
repenting  M  few  brief,  rtandard  maxims^^of  govern-* 
ment.    On  tiieae  occasions^  he  usually -boasted  dP' 
the  loyalty  and.  good  conduct*  of  his  «ttb}ects^  anil 
shewed  hhri  such. marks  of  respect  in  public  as 
mi^t  impress  etr^y  one  with  a"  similar  sentiment. ' 
He  also  intimated  to  the  tiibe  his  resolution  of  ap- 
pdtnting'fais  son  his  successor,  in  order  to  mocure 
tibeir  acquiescence  during  liis  life-time. 

Mary,  at  a  monthly  meeting,  proposed  to  go  into 
Devondiire,  where  she  had  formerly  met  with  the 
most  flaftteiing  eoeoumgemeAt.    Allan  set  otit  with 
her  on  this  excursion  in  high  spirits,  congratulating 
himself  as  the  most  enviably  happy  mortal  on  earth ; 
but  on  ceaching  Bakeweil,  Mary  feU  sick  of  a  fever,' 
which  in  ten  days  carried  her  off.    During  her  iM- 
ness, '  Allan;  procured  the  best  advice  and  every 
thing  that  was  recommended  by  her  nurses  as  likely 
to  alleviate  the  disorder ;  he  constantly  attended  at 
her  bed'Side,  and  could  scarcely  be  prevailed  npoii 
to. take  either  rest  or  refreshment;  and  when  her 
kind,  expressive  eyes  were  fixed  in  death,  he,  for 
the'  first  and  only  time  in  his  life,  felt  the  pain  of 
real,  unmixed  sorrow. 

A  strong  {nroof  of  his  unfeigned  grief  tot  the  losfif 
of  his  invaluable  wife  is,  that  he  hanestiff  paid  the 
funeral  expenseil,  surgeon's  bill,  and  other  heavy" 
eharges,  without  ever  -entertaining  the  idea  '&t 
oheatinghh'crec^ors;  and  though  these  payttetif^ 
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n^aily  exhausted  his  finances,  be  felt  an  insiqiefslSer 
lefAignanee  to  touch  his  pipes  in  (Mder  to  reenzt* 
them.  ,  While  sitting  pondering  on  this  diange  in' 
his  situation^  he  observed  a  Gipsy  pass  his  windom^^ 
from  whom  he  learned  Ihat  his  father-in-law  had 
piehed  his  t«)t  near  Newbury  in  Berkshire,  tcr 
whieh  place  he  immediately  repaired. 

Alku^  under  great  depressimi  of  spirit^.  rettmseA 
the  road  which  he  had  lately  travdled  over  in  a  fio* 
lieksome  mood  with  Maty  by  his  side;  nor  could 
he  restrain  his  tears  on  reaehing  a  certain  spot 
where  she  had  requested  him  to  pky  her  a  tune  on 
the  pipes,  while  she  danced  with  Hght  steps  befoane 
him.    He  also  remembered  the  poraantic.spot  where 
she  had  seated  herself  and  related  a  mdoncboly 
Gipsy  tale  o{  two  young  loven,  who  weie  sepsnted 
by  the  evil  spirits  of  the  mountains^  but  were  after^ 
wards  restored  to  each  other  by  the  int^^sronoe  oC 
a  good  fSedry.    Allan's  mind  was  embued  with  the 
superstitioiis  of  tio^e  Gipsy  raoe»  and  tine  and  dr- 
cumstances  now  revived  all   the  fedings  of  hia 
youth.     Here  he  seems  to  have  awaited  the  re- 
appearance of  Mary;  nor  ooidd  he  leave  a  place- 
rendered  so  dear  by  sudi  tender  recollections  until^ 
darkness  closed  the  scaae. 

Allan  reached  the  oainp  ewly  in  the  evening,  but 
was  told  that  the  chief  had  retired  to  rest,  having 
been  indisposed  during  the  three  preceding  days. 
All  crowded  around  him  enquiring  fer  Mary ;  and 
when  informed  ci  her  fate,  they  shewed  the  most 
genuine  marics  of  fii<>rrow,  and  all  join^  in  lament- 
ing that  she  had  not  been  honoured  by  a  proper 
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igik^wijte.^  She  was  indeed  beloved  by  evety  indi-i 
viduid  in  the  coldly,  for  she  had  softened  the  Sei^e^ 
rity.  of  heir  fatii^r's  temper^ ;  and  ofte^i  screened 
offenders  frotn  hiB  vengeances  '-    * 

lA  the  morning,'  Allan  was  infbrmed  that  the 
ddef  was  ap]ptoently  betteiT ;  when,  with  A  paipitat- 
infif  h^art,  he  renak^  to  his  tent  and  stood  before 
him,  but  fail^  in  an  ^tempt  to  address  himv  The 
oid  man  stedfastly  fixed  his  eyes  upon  him;  and 
then  cast  them  wildly  ^ound,  as  if  in  search  of  an 
expected  objdet^  He  ^en  again  viewed  Allan's 
downcast  look  and  tokens  of  mourning  with  a  scru^ 
tinizing  ghmce;  when  a  conviction  of  the  truth 
seeined  to  flash  on  his?  mind^  for  be  suddenly  started 
up  and  sprung,  at  Allan,  whom 'he  in  a  frenzy  of 
rage  smzed  by  the  throat,  exdkdming,  with  the  mos^ 
beart-renfding  energy/  *^  Villain,  where  is  my  daughr 
jter?  How  have  yoQ  murdered  her  ?  Where  have 
you  secreted  her  body?" 

Several  of  tiie  Gipsies,  who  were  standing  at  the 
tent  door,  now  entefed,  and,  in  a  respectful  but  de- 
cided mann^^t,  took  hold  of  their  aged  prince,  and 
with  difficulty  loosened  his  grasp :  but  he  seemed 
absolutely  furious  with  madness ;  he  struggled  vio^ 


*  When  a  person  of  any  consequence  dies  amongst  the  Gipsie^y 
all  the  colony  assembles  to  celebrate  the  fyke-wake,  whichis  by  n6 
ineans  conducted  with  sobriety  and  decency.'  The  corpse  is  wiftched 
by  night  .'ahd  day  tilt  the  time  of  interment.  They  have  a  notion 
Aat  ''this  deil  tinklea  at  the  lyke-wake  of  those  who  feel  in  their 
dead  thraip  the  agonies  and  tetrors  of  remorse."  Th^  cloaths  of 
ihe  dead  are  (turnedj  not  so  much  from  any  appi'ehension  Of  infec^ 
iion  being  communicated  by  them,  as  the  conviction  that  th^tetf 
dircumstance  of  wearing  them  would  shorten  the  days  of  the  living 
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lently,.  and  cursed  eveiy  one  around  him,  iifteiin^ 
his  grief  m  loud,  disjointed,  and  my^steiiouk  seh^ 
fences.    Allan,  however,  gath^ed  sufficient  to  ooki-*- 
Tince  him  that  Mary  .was  not  liii§  daughter,  bat  title 
tictim  of  his  revenge ;  and  he  might  have  obtaiiied 
more  knowledge  on  this  inlieresting  subject,  had  not 
the  chiers  attendants  so  earheistly  requested  1dm  td 
feave  the  f^eht,  which  he  could  not  refuse.    Iiideed^ 
nothing  biit  the  most  insatiable  curiosity  respect&ig 
what  concerned  his. beloved  Maiy  eould  have  iti^ 
^ucect  him  to  stay  a  moment  longer  than  was  neces* 
sary  to  witi^ess  such  a  distress6ig  s6ene. 

After  exhausting  himself  with  the  most  vidieiit 
exertions,  tlie  old  mdii  lay  on  the  ground  motioiilest 
and  ihddning  most  ^iteou^ly^  When  <i  surgeon, 
who  had  t)eeh  sent  for  airived,  he  was  Uel  and  re- 
ceived  a  composing  draught ;  after  whidi  he  fdft 
&ito  a  profound  sleep,  and  awoke  very  weak,  but  in- 
possession  of  his  right  understanding.  Ibi  the  ofiean. 
time,  his  affectionate  subjet^ts,  differ  ii{)pointing  two^ 
piBrsons  to  attend  him,  remoted  tbeif  htunble  tent** 
to  a  shiall  distance,  lest  the  noise  of  tbecfaildcen  or 
the  braving  of  the  ass^s  should  disturb  him^ 

Severial  of  the  Gipsies  urged  Allan  to  leive  tfie 
camp,  lest  the  chief,  on  seeing  him  again,  should 
suffer  a  relapse.  But  the  late  extraordinary  scene 
had  lessened  his  veneration  for  his  father-in-law,  all 
hopes  of  becoming  his  successor  had  vanished,  and 
his  anxiety  to  learn  the  secret  of  Mary's  birth  was 
so  great,  that  he  positively  refused  to  comply  with 
their  entreaties.  However,  at  the  same  time,  he^ 
requested  that  his  name  might  not  be  mentioned  in 
the  royal  presence. 


JA3CBS  AliljAJL  ^li 

'Tsfeyojang  girl  wl^o  passed  for  the  chiefs  wece 
'M  now  beGome'  Us  favouritf  aiid  conadsAt,  and 
seemed  to  have  gained  the  same  asceildaiicy  oyelt 
him  that  bis  'daughter  had  possessed.  This  girl»  on 
Mary's  account,  whom  she  bad  loved  fervently; 
shewed  Allan  the  utmost  kindness,  and  frequiently 
visited  him  to. lament  the  loss  of  their  co^piiixoii 
fiiend.  By  this  means,  in  ^  f!eiw  days,  be  learned 
that  the  chief  had  quite  recovered,  and  spoke  of 
Mary's  'death  as  an  inevitable  and.  tifttur^  ocpur« 
renc^.  He  liaa  also  intimated  his  intention  of  passr^ 
ing  into  'SevQnshii)e'.«in  a  p3gnmage  to  h^r  grave, 
sbd  to  see  ibe  surgeoa  that.hadtattended  her.  Al« 
ian  now  poevailed  on  the. girl  to  mention  him  to  her 
unde,  to  represent  his  unutterable  grief  for  the  1q3S 
q£  his  aitxiable  wife,  "and  to  infoqn  him  that  refpl^ 
for  his  dii^actje^,-and  pity  for  his  sufieiings,  ren« 
udered  it  dmpossiUe  for  hk  wretdhed  son  to  leave 
jftie  oamg^iiiovd  -being -iissiiied .of  his.  friendship. 
The  gobdsotetazed  yxMsag  woman  executed  this  quj»» 
sion  iritl;^^gi9ta£/addxest;:^nd  the  old  c^ef,  fr^m 
xe%>ectto  the  memory  of  his  daiiightett  at  last  cpq^ 
senied  toiaa^ouir  Uu  ladtfa^  i^ 

iJtext  mamihg^  .Allan  ^was  ^ioiroduced  to  the 
chief;  but  after  tlie; usual 43€an.plHnents  <jf  the  meet- 
ing wffle  |>aid^  ah  asvful  and  p^biful  isilence  enbue^ 
aEHe  taM  thin  %ure,  <the  sallow  com^^^on,  tbf 
hooked  inase  and  itSaasu  -And  t^e  black,  fiery,  and 
^di^bled'eyest  o£  flie  old  chie^  combined  to  impires^ 
JUlan's  imaginadon  with  terror;  but  he  soQti  teoch 
Tered  hin^self,  and  returned  his  mystenoufi  scruth 
iuKing'Iooksrwith  firmness  and  keenness.'  Atlas^ 
J^dfamiSDeTned  the  cddversatkm  by* lamenting  their 
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mutual  I068,  and  concluded  by  expresnng  a  wish  to 
be  detained  near  his  person,  to  lighten  his  &Jdgae^ 
and  cheer  his  solitude  during  his  frequent  indisposi* 
tions ;  but  the  old  man  answered  these  professums 
of  friendship  in  a  col4  sullen,  and  evasive  nrnimer^ 
nor  could  Allan's  utmost  eflPorts  induce  him  to  rdax 
into  civility  and  kindness.  He  therefore  vesy  xea- 
sonably  concluded  that  he  had  now  totally  lost  the 
dii^'s  favour  and  confidence;  but  every  att^npt 
to  discover  the  ^use  failed,  which  determined  Al- 
lan to  hnng  the  business  to  a  crisis  by  boldly  qnes« 
'  lioning  him  on  the  subject  Assuming  therefixre  a 
lofty  and  indignant  manner,  he  exclaimed,  ^'Tdl 
me  by  what  means  I  have  incurred  your  displeasure. 
If  you  suspect  me  guilty  of  any  improper  act,  pre- 
fer your  charge  openly  and  candidly,  that  I  may 
faaveai^  opportunity  of  vindicating  myself,  or,  if 
convicted,  be  dismissed  from  your  presence  with 
disgrace.  From  your  conduct  I  feel  deeply  injured, 
and  have  a  right  to  demand  an  explanation."^ 

The  old  chief  listened  without  betraying  the  least 
emotion,  and,  when  Allan  had  fini^ed,  soomfully 
replied,  **  I  am  not  accustomed  to  give  explanations 
of  ray  ccmduct,  nor  do  I  diuse  to  depart  firom  my 
usual  habits  on  the  present  occask>n*  It,  howevov 
has  become  necessary  for  me  to  declare  that  your 
presence  here  is  inimical  to  my  happiness,  and  that 
the  sooner  you  depart  the  better.  I  had  indeed 
supposed  that  my  conduct  would  have  intelligibly 
explained  my  incUnatiohs ;  and  had  you  possessed 
either  the  spirit  or  the  feelings  of  a  man,  you  would 
fiave  avoided  this  disagreeable  communication,  and 
not  hfive  so  meanly  soGdied  tins  painfid  infeorvieWr^ 


JWliile  tiie  cdd  Gipsy  spoke>  AIIaii'&  passion  rose  to 
the  liighest  pitch,  and  he  impatiently  reptied  in  a 
iiujeateaing  tone,  *' Happiness!  where  are  you  to 
find  happiness  ?    la  it  to  be  ]>rocured  by  murdering 
like  peace  of  some  fond  palrent,  or  by  insulting  a 
person  who  never  injured  you  ?    But  recollect  your 
hte  paroxysm  of  madness — ^the  horrid  secrete  you 
then  disclosed — and  dread  tiie  consequence.    You 
are*—"    But  at  this  moment  tiie  old  chief  started 
from  his  seat,  threatened  to  diastise  Alkn  for  his 
yain,  insolent  threat,  ordered  him  from  his  presence, 
and  was  on  the  point  of  calling  for  assistance,  when 
Allan  smed  him  by  the  throat,  and  with  dreadful 
imprecations  threatened  to  stnmgle  him  if  he  gave 
the  least  alarm,  until  he  had  related  such  drcum*- 
stances  as  a  hwband  had  a  right  to  know  concern- 
ing his  wife.    He  then  permitted-  the  old  man  to  be 
seated,  and  related  seveial  strange  and  suspicious 
expressions  which  he  had  heard,  with  oocadonal 
additions  of  his  tfwn ;  and  concluded  by  tbreaten* 
ing  to  recaptulate  the  whole  before  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  to  demand  an.  investigation  into  the 
wrongs  suflEered  by  his  late  wife's  family. 
'    The  Gipsy  still  appeared  unmoved,  and,  in  a  sur« 
piisin^ly  cool  and  determined  manner,  said,  ^<  Sir, 
you  do  not  know  me.    The  severest  tortdres  cotdd 
not  extort  a  syllable  from  me  contrary  to  my  will* 
much  less  your  vain  threate.    But  you  have  just 
aow  displayed  nlore  spirit  thto  I  imagined  you 
.possessed;  and,  asmattersstand,  I  confess  thesis 
aome  jostioe  ia  jom  request.     I  will  thnefore 
frankly  relate  such  important  drcumstanoes  as  donit 
pemed  your  late  wife,  thougli  ffae  inf armaticHi  wiA 


pfofit  you  nothi^^.!'    After  a  cpQjdden^ 
\ke  i^sumed  and  spoke  a$  foUowa : — 

"About  tweAty-iQive  year$  ago^  I  left  Kn^bmii 
for  reasona  not  neoessary  now  to  mention/  andyi^ 
fiited  Various  places  m  the  south  of  Franoey  in 
Spain,  ajid  in  Ptortugal.    While  in  the  latter  king* 
^o^i»  iny  circumstanoes  became  much  reduced ;  and 
^fter  sufifeiii]^  a  variety  of  hardihips,  and  expe^ 
liendng  the  tnost  tnsnttingt  tre^tmefit,  I  travelled 
ftQta  Coim^bra  to  Lisbon  ui  hopes  lof  prodiring  a 
passage  home  in  ^  English  vessel    But  jnstas  I 
feEi^bed  the  vicinity  of  that  dty,  ^  nbbleman  Iuqa» 
pened  to  be  robbed  whilst  enjoymg  a  'walk'  near  his 
9wn  mansion ;  and  as  I  chaiiced  to  pass  at  the  time 
his  domestics  were  «eardung  for  the  offenders^  I 
ira$  taken  into  qu^tody*.   Poverty'  m  aU  Gountries 
piduces  suspicion^  and  my .  distressed,  appearanoe 
i>utw^ghe4  ail  my  protestations  of  innocenoa    I 
vm  taken  to  a  loathsome  dungeon^  and,   when 
brought  to^  tri^9  Was  fiU^  wii;th  surprise  and  indigs^ 
nation^  when  the  ndbfeman  ^edbred  bdfip^  the  txmrt 
that  I  W9ath^  xobher.f   I  inriamtly  saw  that  hf 
wished  to  juikirifide  me  to  his  oi^n  dastar^y  fears^ 
ooiicludingr  no  doubts  that  my  death  n^oi^  ensure 
|as futfure safety.    My. fedtiogi alsoievdlted i^gBiml 
tito  absurd,  partial,,  and  cruel  fobna  dfo  the  comt; 
StA'  {  netio^  the  sentence  c£  my:  condemnation 
<Rily  by  li'look  of  the  most  ineffiitde  opnteifapt    I 
determined  to  meet  my  f|te  with  tfa^  ipmt  of  « 
fhdsa^  but  £rom  sonie . cktannstaBceg ; whjdh  I  faa# 
observed,  I  entertained  stroi^  hqpes'of*  eagapp^ 
^idnch  r  effiteted  the  nijg^  pfevious^  tdth^  ^time 


:  f  Oil  QgaiB  brdttkifig  tte  f]?ee  fiilr'of.fteayeD,  I  did 
aoV  as  might  be.suppcii^ed^jQy  to. ». distant  qu^rter^ 
^tfo-r-my  desire  of  revenge .  ab^Arbed  every  other 
eomndeiatioA^  and  I  hid  mya^  durihg  ttee  day  m  h 
thick  be^e  formed  of  the  Ifidiftn  fig.  .At  night.i 
TCmoved  in^to  a  grote  of  oraiDge  aoid  l^m  tre^/ad^ 
joijndbg  nSiy  persecuto'r's  totu$e»  Here  I  sau|ltered 
for  several  days,  jiubfiSsting  6a  fruit,  without  f^hxlg 
•ny  relaxation  from  my.  purposes  of .  Vengeance.  I 
Qotasideted  all  jtaankind  b&  bad  and-myj^emies,  of 
wfaitib  he  ^as  the  wor^t  I  called  tot  f of  life;  m9 
tiad  I  seen*  Mm,  his  dibstructioa  would  have  been  at^ 
tempted^  though  he.were  siiirounded  l>y  ail  host  of 
armed  {Hrotectors. 

"  bh  the  setehth  day.ixf  my  watdi,  I  heard  tw^o 
flomestics  eOnVarsing,  from  .which  I  gathered  thdPt 
thehr  master  had  gone  to  a  distadt  part  on  boxtit 
kSiBOTS  of  state.  On  imderstanding  that  my  victim 
had  escaped,  I  grew, furious,  and  formed  the  design 
pt  setting  fire  to  his  house,  and,  if  possible,  of  pre- 
venting any  c^  its  inmates  from  escaping,  I  waitea 
impatiently  until  I  saw  the  lights  extinguished  at 
night :  I  then  approached  the  house  armed  only 
with  a  knife,  and  easily  gained  adtnittan(5e  by  a  low 
window  which  had  been  lejft  open  i^obably  {or  the 
purposes  of  ventilation.  liie .  ttioon  shone  dear^ 
and  I  traversed  different  apartments  with  the  ut- 
most caution.  My  priticipial  object  was  ~  to  procure 
ft  light ;  and  there  being  no  fire  in  the  stoves^  I  de» 
termined  to  strike  one  with  themnt  ctf  a  pm  or 
pistol :  but  I  could  discover  neither.  Oh  entering 
'one^  room,  P  perceivi^  a  lady!s  toilet,  and  the 
thought  now  struck  me  of  ^saving  isome  jewels  for 


tin*  .  Lii^e  <Af 

iny  own  use.     With  difficulty  I  ISofoed  opeff  d 
drawer^  knd  found  some  diamonds  and  gold  tmi-^ 
kets»  which  I  took.    In  passing  along  a  gallery,  I 
discovered  a  glimmering  light  in  a  distant  apart^ 
inent.     I  approached  it>  and   found  an  el^^t 
efaambeff,  with  a  bed,  in  which  lay  a  young  wonuoi- 
Itsleep,  with  a  beauttftfl   infant  in  costly  nigiit. 
doaths  by  her  side.  :  I  immediately  concluded  that 
thia  was  the  child  of  my  crite)  and  false  persecutor 
imd  its  nurse,  and  I  raised  my  knife  ib  order  to  m* 
flict  death  on  the  darling  of  a  man  who  had  at^ 
tempted  my  life  in  so  ignominious  a  manner;  but 
ona  sudden  it  occurred  tome,  that  I  might  infliefc 
a  more  lasting  misery  on  my  enemy  by  oonveyin^ 
the  child  away  undiscovered.-     All   thouj^  of 
firing  the  house  now  vanished,  and  I  gently  raised 
up  the  sleeping,  babe^  and  cautiously  left  the  houself 

« 

*  This  eruel  robbery  remindB  ns  of  the  fbllowing  beaatifial  bal* 
iaA,  called  *'  The  (Kpsy  Wuide^er,'*  said  to  be  founded  on  a  real' 
0ccurreki(%  :«-<* 


'Twaa  nighty  and  the  fturmer  hi«  fireeide  near« 

O'er  a  pipe  quaff'd  his  ale  stout  and  old ; 
The  hinds  were  in  bed^  when  a  voice  struck  his  ear^ 
^Let  me  in,  I  beeeedi  yoii !"  jast  so  rail  the  pray': 

''Let  me  in l-*-i  am  dying  with  cold  1" 

To  his  servant  the  fiirmei^  cried,  *'  Sue,  move  thy  feet. 

Admit  tlie  poor  wretch  from  the  stonn; 
For  oar  chimn^  will  not  lose  a  jot  of  its  heat, 
Althoigh  this  dight  wandW  may  there  find  a  stef,- 

And  beside  onr-^i^ieod  embers  gtoif  wann." 

At  tliat  instant  a  Gipsy  girl,  humble  in  pac<;        ' 
Beat  before  him  his  pity  to  cravec  V 
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.  ^<  I  trayelled  with  the  utmost  speed  all  night  in  a 
horth^^east  direction,  and  about  bteak  of  day  1 
dimbed  and  took  shelter  in  the  side  of  a  rocky 
mountain;  The  child  appeared  About  ten  ot  eleven 
months  old^  it  was  exeeedingfy  beautiful^  and  itsr 
innocent  smiles  began  to  revive  m  my  breast  those 
feelings*  of  humanity  which  I  had  for  some  time  so 
^obstinately  repressed.  Next  night  I  again  set  off^ 
and  walked  oVer  one  bf  the  extensive,  rich,  and  gay 
heaths  of  Portugal^  occasionally  plucking  berries 
for  our  subsistence/  I  had  no'  money )  I  durst  not 
oflfer  my*  jewels  for  sale;  to  procure  a  vessel  waa 
almost  impracticable ;  and  I  saw  no  mode  of  escape 
but  by  altering  Spain^  and  begging  my  way  into 

Franee,  for  the  love  of  Saint  Anthcmy,  Saint  Fraa-^ 

»        •     •  •  .  . 

A  parent's  curse  light  on  the  whole  Gipsy  race  i 
They  have  bow'd  me  alxnost  to  the  graVe !" 

"  Grood  fSt,  ai  our  tribe  pasi'd  tie  church-^ard  belo#y 

I  just  pans'd  the  tuft  graves  to  s^nrey  :-^^ 
IJkncied  the  spot  where  jny  mother  lies  low. 
When  suddenly  came  on  a  thidk  fall  of  sno#> — * 

And  I  know  not  a  step  of  my  way." 

4 

^' Thiff  is  craft  f''' cried  the  farmed,  "^^  if i  jtt^e  aright^ 
I  suspect  thy  lAirs'd  gang  may  he  near : 

Thou  would'st  open  the  doors  to  the  ruffians  of  night; 

Thy  eyes  6*er  the  plunder  now  rove  with  delight/ 

And  on  me  tdtb  ^y  treach'eiy  leer  Y^ 

With  a  shriek  <Ai  the  ieor  the  young  Gipsy  girt  fell ; 

"  Help !"  cried  Susai,  "  yoDfr  child  to  uprear ! 
iTour  long-stolen  child! — she  remembei^  you  well» 
And  the  terrors  and  joys  in  her  bosom  which  sweB 
^     Are  too  mighty  for  nature  to  bear  !'* 

si  a 


fear  '  LtTE  or' 

«s,  or  the  'Virgrd  Mary,    Iti  the  monifirg  T  con^ 
cealed  myself  in  an  exteMive  viheyard/^bat   Wftf^ 
much  alarmed  lest  some  people  whom  I  observed  at; 
A  distance  should  hear  the  occaeaonal  cries  of  tayi 
mfant.    On  the  thitd  night  I  travelled  haifd,  but 
tould  hot  reai;h  an  exten^ve  forest  which  i  6$tw 
before  me  until  an  hour  after  the  rising  of  the  sim^ 
Shortly  after  I  had  entered  this  gloomy  pkce^  a 
violeiit  storm  of  thunder  and  lightning  came  da; 
accompanied  by  toitents  of  rain^  aiid  I  was  cdmp^ 
fed  to  advance  further  into  the  forest,  tO'  seek  m 
more  elevated  and  better  sheltered  spot  to  repose 
in.    While  forcing  my  way  through  the  thick  un- 
derwood, a  fierce^  hairy,  and  tall  figure  started  up 
before  me,  mth  pistols  suspended  fi^om:  his  belt,  aiid 
a  musket  in  his  left  band,  while  with  his  right  be 
slowly  di^w  a  daggief  from  hi*  breast.    I  eyed  him 
fearlessly,  while  he  strode  towards  me,  and  in  a 
rough  voice  demanded  who  I  was,    I  answered  re- 
solutely,  'A  man  and  an  enemy  to  tyrants:  but 
who  are  you?'    The  stranger  relaxed  into  some-^ 
thing  like  a  smile,  and  put  up  his  dagger.     I  then 
without  hesitation  craved  his  protection,  telling  him 
my  whole  story  without  evasion,  only  eonceafing^ 
the  circumstance  of  the  jewels. '  This  decided  my 
fate,  for  this  man  was  the  captain  of  a  powerful 
gang  of  proscribed   Gipsies,  who   inhabited   the 
mountains  of  Guadarama,  but  occasionally  entered 
the  lower  countries  for  the  purposes  of  plundering 
or  smuggling  *    The  nobleman  who  had  brought 

^  The  manners  and  persons  of  the  real  Oipsies  clearly  de^te  air 
Asiatic  nomadic  origin ;  bnt»  aa  ijras  befine  observedj  they  are  now 
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Tne  Ibnfto  such  jeq^wdy  was  their  most  inveterate 
qnemyy  and»  wheti  in  the  ministry^  ha^  been  the 
me^S  of  ^xtiipating  whole  families  of  Gipsies.  I 
WM  therefc^^  preiiented  as  a  brother  to  a:^^t  of  his 
fpUowQrs  who  were  Jiiivouaelpng  in  the  forest,  and 
by  whom  I  .was  b^led  with  Joy  for  the  daring  ex- 
ploit I  had  achieved.  On  returnii^  to  shoad  quar« 
terfs,  I  accompanied.,  them,  #nd  one  of  theiir  women 
'^tendei^y  liUi*sed  my^tdoptod  d^i^ghter. 

"After  spen^ng  twa.  years  with  tips  wild  but 
^eneix)us  {>e^lje«  my  friend  and  lead^  procured  me 
:^  pussf^  jto  JSqgland  in  ,a  smt^gling  vessel  which 
traded  between  Satand?e.apd  Guernsey-;  and  I  tra* 
veiled  to  tibe.  coast  through  .all  the  north  of  Spaing 
dunder  the  protection  of  ^  faithful  Gipsy. '  It  was  in 


iavLch  intermixed  wiCIi  other  ^^agabonHs.    "In  Spain  and  Poftnga{ 
tfaey-aeenr  to  have  been  joined  bj  a  gfeat  number  of  the  peraeea^ed 
JifooEB.    So  nearly  aa  the  oonclaMon  of  the  fifteenth  centdryv  an 
^diict  was  iwiiedj  banxfehipg  tbam  all  fi^om  the  country.    Charles  V. 
and  Philip  JI.  were  obliged  to*  expel  them  afresh.     Dr.  Sancho  de 
Moncada^  l^ofessor  of  divinity  at  Toledo^  .undertook  to  prove  that 
'^the  king  had  a  right  to  cause  the  Gipsies  to  be  seized  and  put  to 
-deatlij  bednsse  tiiey  were^vi^bondsi  atheists^  eofcerersi  and  famoui 
Tobbers;  and  because  their  women,  by  dandng,  singing,  and. lewd 
words  and  gestures,  brought  the  souls  of  his  majestjr's  subjects  into 
the  greatest  dangerJ"    In  1783,  Charles  III.  allowed  them  90 
days  to  settle  iu.  a  permanent  jibode.    It  appears  that  many  en- 
tered into  the  army,  but  afterwards  deserted,  or  turned  einngglers. 
For^ihis.reaatftt  Charier  IV.  in  1705  issued  an  ovdiniince  in  which 
'th^  Q%>sies.were  allowed.  ^  *4&J^  to.^ettu^  .tojthe  colours  which 
they  had  forsaken.    During  the  late  contest  in  3pain>  these  peo- 
|>le,  in  conjunctioti  with^her  outlaws,  under  the  general  name  of 
GuerUlaa,  opposed  the  French  with  the  greatest  spirit,  courage, 
«id  suocess.    The  SpaniBh  Gipsies  axe  estimiijbed  by  Mr*  Twibb  te 
4nQoniit  t»  4Ai)0Q» 
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consequence  of  die  recommendfttioiiB  i  cnriect 
my  brave  leader  that  I  became  chief  ci  tfaia  ixib^i 
for  I  despised  the  degrading  meanness  of  eASiAtixMg 
in  what  is  termed  polished  society,  and  revered  tbe 
indomitable  pride  exiA  unconquerable  indep^idenee 
of  the  Gipsy  character,  whojse  society  and  whose  in- 
^rests  I  will  never  desert 

^*My  chi^  amusement  and  delight  was  the  in-* 
struction  of  my  dear  little  Mary;  nor  did  I  evep 
venture  to  lose  sight  of  her,  except  at  one  period, 
when  I  was  obliged  to  place  her  in  a  proper  situa* 
tion  for  learning  those  arts  peculiar  to  her  sex:. 
Her  mother's  jewels  I  converted  into  money,  whic^ 
I  have  carefully  preserved,  I  have  been  to  her  a 
kind  and  indulgent  parent;  and  at  my  death  she 
would  have  found  credentials  in  proof  of  her  rela- 
tionship, to  her  own  family;  and  had  she  b^en  1^ 
jec|ed  by  th^qi,  she  possiasse^  the  mean3  of  mam<v 
taining  her  own  independenee.  I  have  now.related 
all  that  coiicems  your  departed  wife]  bat  not,  aa  I 
before ,  observed,  from  motives  of  fear,  w  because 
your  menaces  have  intimidated  me.  >fo,  no !  Be-i 
gone,  mi  ^xecute  your  pl^s  pf  gralitqde  {^mI  pf 
justice/' 

Allan  felt  astonished  and  bewildered  with  iSbis 
strange  relation ;  while  the  haughty,  itnposing,  and 
daring  deportment  of  thp  pbief  re^inspired  him  with 
sentiments  of  respect  for  his  odurage  and  nusfcow 
tunes.  But  the.  old  man  did  not  suffer  him  to  le- 
pover  his  self-possession;  for,  rising  in  haste,  he 
thrpst  a  purse  into  AUan'ff  band,  saying,  **  There—. 
take  that  mpney :  it  will  be^r  your  expenses  to  i^ 
distant  quarter;  and,  its  you  value  your  Qwn-safetyi 
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fieiver  again  appraach  me.  Through  your  meam  I 
hafve  lost  my  belpTed  Mary»  aiid  ha^*  nfiver  known 
happineBa  ance  you  appeared  amongst  us."  Then 
pointing  to  the  tent  door»  Allan  rose,  bowed,  an4 
departed  withput  oflfering  to  reply^    - 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

4mm  in  LoBdnn*~SooeeM*-.Bobb«i7.-»F]ight.~Vo3nige  to  oywaltM  En* 

gagement— Mooriih  Cttrionij—IiintetioD  to  Tetuan— Reoeptum-^-Ticttmonft 
hy  tfate  Moon— ObiCfvitiotii  ■  ■  Betmrn  to  Gibraltar. 

On  examining  the  contents  of  the  purse^  AHan 
found  that  it  contained  twenty  guineas.  He  im- 
mediately packed  up  his  doaths  and  musical  instru- 
ments, and  took  leare  of  his  friends,  by  whom  he 
waa  much  respected.  He  then  travelled  direct  to 
London,  where  he  arrived  without  any  particular 
occurrence. 

Through  the  medium  of  ap  acquaintance,  a  n^ost 
respectable  musician,  Allan  procured  an  engage* 
ment  to  play  on  the  hautboy  at  a  place  of  public 
amusement,  for  which  he  received  a  liberal  salary. 
Whenever  an  opportunity  occurred,  he  introduced 
the  small  pipes,  which  sooh  l»ought  him  into  no« 
tioe,  and  procmred  him  engagements  to  many  re- 
spectable parties.  But  when  he  found  fortune 
wifliin  hia  readi,  he  again  began  to  despise  her. 
He  became  idle,  vain,  andcardess;  associated  with; 
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abandoned  chmaetaifi,  ttid  neglected  to  attend  ItUi 
duty-    ThetOQitseqi^nce  of  his  folly  was  the  Ion  of 
hia  i4tuatigfi»  r  whilst  bis.  shabby  appearance  fv&w 
vented  bim  from  appearing  before  deeent  xxmipany^ 
In  this  reduced  and' despised  situation,  he  was  oom»^ 
pelled  to  frequent  houses  of  ill  fame  and  night  cel- 
lars, and  play  to  the  very  ,dregs  of  society,  in  order 
to  procure  food.    At  last  a  circumstance  occurred 
that  obliged  him  to  make^&  precipitate  retreat  from, 
the  metropolis,  the  particulars  of  which  he  related 
nearly  as  follows : — 

*'  I  was  going  late  one  night  to  a  place  near  Tem- 
ple-bar, when  I  was  overtaken  by  a  young  maa 
whom  I  was  slightly  acqnainted  with,  ha^mig  seen- 
him  twice  or  thrice  at  a  place  of  bad  repute,    ft 
rained  hard,  and  we  walked  sharply  on  together  for 
ijiiear  a  mile,,  when  w:e  Qiet  an  old.  gentleman.    My^ 
coi^tipanion,  without  hesitation^  and[  to  my  J^real^ 
astonishment,  pulled  out  a. short  atick  which  he  cayv 
rled  beneath  his  cpat^  and  which  I  had  not  before 
perceived, ;  and  knocked .  the  0I4  man  down,  amV 
then  rifled  h\»  ipockeUof  money  a^d  his  gold  watch. 
He  instantly  made  off;  but  in  his  hurry  to  escape^ 
be  let  the  watch  fall  on  the  pavement,  which  I 
picked  up  mth  the  des^  of  returning  it  to  the 
QW^er ! '  ^xxt  hearing  footsteps  approaching,  it  struck 
me  that  if  I  was  found  near  the  spot,  I  might  be 
implicated  in  the  robbery ;  and  in  JBying  from  the 
threatened  dmgj^^I^arg^to  leave  tiie  watch  behind 
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.  Allan  hastened  to  his  lodgings^  packed  up  his 
scaiitjr  wardrobe,  and  setoff,,  wijth  the  intgation  of 
^  immediately  into  jthe  opuptij^  but  as  thf 


night  yfrai  excessireSy  sternly,  and. the  rain  ttSB&ng 
ifi  torrents,  he  w^nt  to  Wapping,  and  took  refuge 
ill  the  house  of  a  shoe-tnaker  beloDiging  to  ILong^* 
firamlmgtoh.  He  apolo^zed  for  his  ulrtimely  in^ 
tmaion,  and  told  a  plausible  tal^  of  the  uhf(»tunate 
itfOdr  that  had  ocedited,  wbic^  the  nnsu^peetkig' 
Northumbttan '  believed,  and,  pitying  ^  tiie  -.  li^slofri 
tunes  of  h|s  old  acquaintance,  procured  him  refresh- 
itaents,  and  disturbed  his  whole  -  fatally  ita^order  to 
fbrnish  him  with  a  b^d; 

'  Next  day  Allan  prevailed  on  Ins  host  to  go  :td 
the  quarter' where  the  robbery  ^  was  committed,  and 
to  enter  some  cf  the  public  houses  adjoining,- iii 
Order  to  listen  to  the  convensation  of  tibe  ocmipany; 
by  which  it  might  be  ascertained  whether  th^  ^Obis 
had  transpired. 

'  After  an  absent  of  three  hours,  poor  Cri^in 
:^etumed,  and,  wi^  a  woeful  eouMtenance,  infortibed.- 
Allan  that  the  robbery  was  the  theme  of  conversa- 
tion in  every  company,  and  that  the  person  whoih 
he  mentioned  had  been  taken  into*  custody  at  m 
banking  houSe,  where  he  had  attempted  to  get  a 
forty  pound  bill  cashed  early  in  the  morning.  ',He 
also  stated  that  the  robber  had  confesised  he  had  an 
accomplice.  Whom  the  officers  were  in  seardiof, 
having  received  an  exact  account  of  his  dress,  a 
pearance,  and  profession.  After  a  short  panse 
honest  shoe-maker  said,  **Biit,  Jamie,  do  "not  b^ 
uneasy,  though* a  handsome  regard  be  offered'  tdt 
apprehending  you ;  for  I  would  not  turn  informer 
for  all  the  gold  in  England.  If  you  had  been  inno^ 
(ient,  you  Should  have  bad  shelter  under  my  roof  iEtt. 
long  as  you  pleased ;  but  as  I  am  convinced  of  the 
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eooCfalyy  as  so6n  'as  night  sets  iA  ycm  must  be  fgOiSf^ 
and  provide  for  your  Own  safety^  for  if  I  sfaoidd  b^' 
found  harbouring  a  thief,  I  arid  my  family  ivoiddr 
be  for  ever  disgraced,  which  I  wiU  avoid  if  possibler 
*  Allan  clearly  saw  his  danger,  and  the  difficulty  of 
escaping  the  gaHowsV     However^  hia  exprnxaaet 
had  taught  him  to  avoid  the  infatuation  isS  fiiMi^ 
who  hover  round   the  spot  where  thejr   oomiBit 
erimes  until  detet^ted;  and  he  i^esolted  to  fly  to^ 
some  distant  part.    *  Accordingly,   having   ttkes^ 
leave  of  his  generous  host  as  soon  as  it  was  datk,  he 
ivalked  eastward  at  a  quick  pace,  and  at  day^breal^ 
found  himself  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  aboeft 
twerity^ve  miles  from  Lond^i.    He  expected  to 
get  into  the  tioith  of  England  by  86me  colfieff  fifomr 
whence  he  would  proceed  to  a  remote  part  of  Scot^ 
land4     Observing  a  krg^  Vessel  weighing-andier 
and  pfeparing  fof  sea^  be  enqidi^  of  a  wtitenna» 
to  what  port  she  was  bound,  and  wa&  informed  .that 
she  was  the  Severn,  Captain  Newton,  loaded  with 
stores  for  the  garrison  ^  Oibraltar^    He  was  pos-^ 
sessed  but  of  a  few  pence,  and  these  he  imtnedfotdy 
gave  to  his  informant  to  put  him  on  beard    On 
gaining  the  deck,  he  advanced  to  the  captain,  with 
whom  he  begged  a  private  interview,  as  he  had 
iBometlung  of  importance  to  commanicate.    Wfaetf 
they  had  reached  the  cabin,  Allan  briefly  ndated 
how.  he  had,  on  the  preceding  evexAngf  in  oompmy 
with  a  few  choice  bloods,  met  with  a  rich,  youngi 
eoxoombieal  fellow  at  a  plaee  of  fiashionable  resoi^ 
whom  he  had^  in  a  drunken  froMc,  assisted  to  dock 
at  a  pump^  until  the  puny  spark's  reoovexy  bad 
l^eeome  doubtful}  tiiat  hi»  friends  had  procured  « 
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iiirarm&ti^gbmsthimand  tbe  dther.^^entieiiieKi  ooii* 
cenied^but  he  ha^  esoajped  in  the  s)i%bby  disguise 
ke  then  ware»  and  thought  it^prudent  to. take  a.trip 
to  sea  until  this  unpleasant  afikir  had  blown  over, 
He  concluded  by  observing  that  he  had  inadvert- 
ently omitted  to  provide  himself  with  cash ;  but  he 
ftNTtunately  had  his  watdi»  an  excellent  gold  ne* 
peater,  wbic^h  he-  would  give  him  for  his  passage  to 
Gibraltar,  where  ^he  would  receive  remittimces  from 
home;  and  liiat  ^as  he  loved  to  see  life  in  every 
^tuation»  he  was  agreatble  to  put  up  with  the  ac« 
dommodaticm  of  the  half-deck,  provided  he  had  not 
Mcmi  in  the  cabin. 

ThecaptaiQ  listened  to  Allan's  story «with  an  aar 
of  incredulous  contempt ;  but  when  the  >watdi  was 
shewn^  he  at  once  seemed  amdous  to  possess  it,  and 
pretended  to  credit  the  tale  he  had  heard,  but  .said 
tilitft  he  made  it  an  invariable  rul&  not  to  admit  pas* 
sengers  into  the  cabin.  Locking  up  the  watdi,  he 
veCuraed  upon  deck,  and  left  Allan  to  shift  &r 
himself  amongst  the  sailors. 

Allan  was  glad  that  he  liad  succeeded  in  this 
vei^  dmgerous  attempt,  and  was  permitted  to  stay 
Oft -board;  for  had  the  captain's  desire:to.^s8ess  the 
valuable  watch  not  outweighed  his  .piindples  of  ho- 
nour and  honesty,  he  might  have  Ijeen  consigned  to 
tbe  Gtt'eof  the  dSicers  of  justice.  He  now  mingled 
amongst  tlie  seamen,  and,  by.  his  numerous  jdces 
a|id  gross  anecdotes,  soon  became  a  great  fiEurouxxtc^ 
and  found  his  situation  not  uncomfortable. 
«  Beifi^  oUiged  to  cast  anchor  in  the  Channel,  in 
ecmsequence  of  oontrary  winds,  the  sailors,  for  wan)t 
«f  ojtbar  omplojrment^  gathered  roiuui  a  jcougb^  .£l04- 
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tioiis  oUfWii  ^  Neptone*  to  hear  himteU  to* 
legendary  tides '•£  .wonder.     iUlati,  in  the  m^ 
time,  stde  into  a  corner  of  the  half-dedc^  and  bac« 
Iding*  on  his  pip^  struck  up,  ''  2%^  CampbdU  ore 
comimg^  okaT     The  cqptain,  who  was  eitxeaMly 
praud  and  reserved,  came  aut  of  the  cKbin  when  W 
heard  the  sound  of  the  pit>es,  wA  condesceaded  to 
ask  one  of  the  seamen  from  whenee.th^  music  pvo-^ 
oeeded.     Honest  Jade  bluntly  abswered,  ^'Frrna 
the  bottom  of  the  sea,  I  believe,  your  honour^  far 
you  may  phdidy  heat  these  are  no  eifftfaly  souadsL 
I  wish,  for  my  part,  it  may  be  fcr  our  gf»Ai  for 
my  old  shipmate,  honest  Tom  Drjrver,  heird  muoie 
on  board  of  tfaia  Experiment  the  day  before  abe 
went  to  the  bottom^  and  all  hands  escept  lamseif 
perished."     The  <M  cook,  who  was  just  in  the 
middle  of  the  surfMrisiiig  tale  of ''  The  Seveaa  IShaausxk 
Castles,"  was  no  longer  regarded;  9&d  the  vfhole 
CKW  stood  staring  at  edch  oth«  with  afstoBifihmeii^ 
until,  having .  ascertained  from  whence  the  sound 
proceeded,  the  musician,  was  invited  above,  whem 
tile  merry  tars  danced  till  li^om  out  with  fatigue. 

In  the  .evening,  the  captain,  who  was  a  niusiei^ 
aJUatemv  sent  for  Allan»  and  addressed  him  thtts>-^ 
^  I  am  sorry  for  the  apparent  neglect  I  have  she^A^i^ 
you ;  but  tiie  ship's  acooubts  have  so  fully  ^eeiifM 
my  attrition,  that  I  have  not  had  a  moment  at  mf» 
own  disposal  fflnce  you  came  on  board.  This  buai* 
ness  is  now  nearly  eom^eted,  and  I  ihaU  feel  }wppf 
in  occasionally  enjoying  your  compaiQr  in  the  eittm 
I  am  foad  of  music,  and  can  perfionii  a  liftle  my4elf» 
so  that  we  shall  spend  oiir  tjme.agreitably.-'  Mimk 
eould  not  be  impoBed^uptn  l^ nmh  jhettoiw.  |Pit4 
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fenced;  but  he  jsttw  tlie  pMpriet^^d?  &po&a/mjft 
tackle  «a  *-*fa.,  »*  ITS  day^^Za 
wi&  thme  rfiitts  aQd  some  ^feher  aiticles  which  he 
wanted  mnxh*  His  situation  was  now  mueh  iiii«. 
^Toved,  and  he  «t6  at  the  captain's  tiMe,  with 
wiiam  he  appai^mtfybecame  a  fffroutite.  After |t 
long,  though  tiot  Ml  iinipleasant  passage,  ^hBwesm^ 
<«nfred  at  Gftiiti tar. 

ileHan  had  sudbeeded  so  elfectdaSy  in  giixdng 
Captaila  Kewton*s  e^Eeem,  that  When  the  irMsd 
eame  within  sight  of  the  ^t«^,  he « told  hktt  thrit 
-he  had  bton  so  pleated  with  his  music  ^nd  his  coti>- 
pany,  liiat  he  Was  ^try  they  should  pait  so  soan>; 
but  that  when  he  had  delivered  h!s  stotM^  he  wih 
t^lded  to  proceed  <>li  a<tr$dlng  voyage  up  the  Me« 
ditemmetai,  and  'should  be  glad  if  he  would  aedooiu 
Tpanj  Inm ;  adding,  that  by  the  time  he  letuvMd  to 
England,  it  was  probable  the  awkward  affftkhe  had 
beetl  engaged  in  would  be  forgotten.  ' 

'TMs  4nvitatti<m  was  particularly  agreeable  ^to  Al« 
Ian,  and  what  he  had  ardently  wished  for.  Indeed, 
he  knew  that  if  he  was  turned  ashore,  he  oould 
halve  rlittle  ehanoe  of  procuring  subsistence  without 
eidisting  into  some  of  the  regim^tts  in  the  ganrisMl, 
fipm  which  an  escape  would  he  no  easy  task.  He 
therefore,  after  proper  hesitations  and  scruples, 
jugreed  to  ^eoept  the  captain^s  kind  offer. 

All|in'»  supeiuNr  i^l  /in  pipe  muj»c  was  so<^ 
known  to  the  principal  oSieefs  in  the  garriscHi,  from 
Whom  he  received  many  invitations  to  attend  both 
at  private  ^nd  at  public  parties.  But  he  knew  that 
vanity  was  the  chief  foible  of  his  captain,  on  ^lioip 
te  3ff«a  so  JimnsMJiatriy  dqieodant;  and  he  tbeaa* 


fole»  with  his  cfaaiactoistic  poliey^  pretoided-  tfaat 
he  was  engaged  for  his  amlisem^l^  and  could  not 
leave  the  ship  without  his  pemiission*    The  outdU 
^^faieh  the  captain-  neoeived  on  this  sulgeet  dfilig^ted 
him  exreeedingljTj  and»  notwithstanding  his  itfoal 
geod  sense,  ofteft  induced^  him  to  assume  aifs  oi  iao- 
p<Hianc6i    Whenever  he  had  fiiBids  on  boaid  to 
dinner,  Allan  positively  refused  to  go  <»  shote^ 
nor  would  he  venture  to  play  a  tune  to  hia^  old 
nwiinates  m^iibe  half-deck  until  leave  was  granted. 
Of)  th&  atheV"  hand,  he  was  treated  with  great  in.- 
du^^^Me'  by  the  c^pt^in ;  but  the  mon^  he  x& 
eeived  from  partietf  <m  shcMie  was  all.  ^pent  ia  riot 
and^deband^ry. 

-  The' captain  had  many  valuable  and  curious  arti* 
.^iS^'Of  otieschandise  ott  hoaid^  for  sale  on  his  own 
jiccMnt ;  and  sevisral  merchants-  firom  the  Barbary 
coast  came  <in  board*  to  traffic  with  him.  On  one 
occasion,  three  respectable  merchants ;  belongiiig  to 
T^tti^un*  joined  in  making  some  considesable  pur- 


^  Tetuan  is  bailtron  the  declivity  of  a  rocky*  Eill^  at  the  moittli 
of  the  Straits^  and  ia  surrounded  by  a  wall  of  mud  and  water. 
The  eas^  is  albrong»  aqtiare^  and  iaaked  with  tovrera.  The  gani* 
ana  oonfllata-of .  1500  men  ;  diat  ia,  1100  infantry,  and  460  cavalrr- 
Ttftoan  ia  the  chief  Mahometan  port,  and  the  people  are  particu- 
larly friendly  to  the  Engjish.  The  houses^  in  general,  are  white- 
washed both  within  and  without.  The  palace  of  the  bashaw  3i 
the  city,  and  his  villa  ai  about  two  miles  distance,  are  su^niieait 
atraetuies  ;  and  the  mqaquea  are  elegant.  The  sanfeonsy  ^r  maaikl, 
have  about  twelve  c^sters^  which  are  places  of  refuge  for  all -cri- 
minals, except  those  fcM*  treason.  The  Jews  are  about  5000  in 
number,  and  have  seven  synagogues.  All*  the  inhabitants  viat 
each  other  over  the  tops  of  l£e  houses^  wlridi  are-flat  rooM,  as  Is 
tlle^ustoAin.Algiersaad'^otiier.partaofBarlHryb    Tb»fKmp»^ 
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daa6e%  and  afteFivwvls  "w^e  dat^sd'  ta/dinn^. 
Wfaerib  ^e  dessert  -was  seBt  in, .  AUltiV  aoeoardingto 
cii0t9i%  struck^  up  a  tune  in  the '  steersigf^  The 
0tisai^(evs  w?r^'  surpriaed  at^  tbe  noirdity  of  tbp^ 
flounda,  and  requested  to  jse^  the  pa^onn^«  l^b^ . 
>  «aKamined  his  iqstrumei^t  with  uncQmmon  attentioni 
^snd^  after  hearic^  one  or  two  tunes»  dismiw^td  him 
/with  a  handsome  p):eBent» 

The  oldest  and  moat  respectable  ctf  these  uey- 

^A^mto  had  leaded  lo^g  at  Tetuan,  where  he  VAs 

xnueh  beloved  for  bis  humanity  and  launiftoenee. 

He  was  particularly  intimate  with  the  bashaw  who 

I         governed  the  city,  and  whom,  on  the  day  after  his 

return,  he  amused  by  descnbing  the^^trange  newly^ 

mvented  musiGal  instrument  that  .be  had  seen /tnd 

heard  <»i  board  the  English  sbip^ .  The  bashaw  hap- 

I         pmed  to  be  a  very  cuidous.  and  .well-informed  -jnan 

I         ^qualitiea  not  common  amongst  the  Moorish  peopfe 

t         of  ranli),  and  expressed  a  great  desire  tchunderBtwd 

\         tbe  prindipl.es  of  this  new.and  excellent  iastrumept, 

as  the  merchant  termed  it ;  and  the  latter,  anxious 

to  gratify  him,  volunteered  his  services  to  bring  the 

musician  to  Tetuan. 

On  the  day  following,  the  merchant  came  cm 

I  board,  and  b^ged  the  captia^^'s  acceptance  of  a  p»u 

sent  from  the  bashaw,  and  his  consent  to  permit  his 

musician  to  accompany  hiip  back  to  Tetuan  for  a 

few  days*    The  captain  immediately  sent  a  messei>- 

ger  for  Allan^  who  was  then  cm  shore,  fmd»  when 


feitber  towards  tile  sea  or  land  side,  is  very  noUe ;  tBe  dreomjV 
eent  coontry  being  exceedingly  iertfle^  and  finely  interspersed  witk 
'^stebnisds/gardeos/ Inwnsr  rillasrs^t^^ 


lie  aniineA  mA  eateneA  l!he  afciii,  took  Bim  849€il^ 
and  informed  him  of  his  friend  the  merdianl%  er- 
rand, and  woraily  lecommended  him  to  obey  4b^ 
«ttmmon$4  But  tins  ww  umieoeMary,  for  Afian  Mk 
delighted  at  tfie  eiKunistance,  as  it  gratified 
4esire  td  see  strange  places^  flattered  hia  vanity, 
promised  to  be  pn^table ;  btrt  when  the  mefobant 
proposed  to  leave  a  hosti^  for  his  safe  retimi,  life 
hiliughtilj  observed,  ^  If  the  Moor  should  'be  so  in- 
dined,  he  will  £nd  ^t  a  more  difficult  task  to  detaiA^ 
•a  Northumberland  piper  than  a  thooiumd  of  hSk 
>daves  * 

In  ord»  that  he  might  make  a  respeetsMe  ap» 
liearance  befofe  the  bashaw*  the  captain  fumialieA 
4dm  with  a  gay  suit  of  his  own  doaths,  fer  wlncft 
^e  promised  to  pay  on  his  return.  When  he  acp* 
pesEred  upon  deck,  the  sailors  were  struek  -at  liis 
improved  appeanmce,  and  congratulated  Mm  on  '16b 
good  fortune.  Ihning  the  passage,  he*  made  sev^ 
ral  enquiries  of  the  merchant,  who  spoke  toleraUy 
good  English,  respecting  the  state  of  music  in  Mo- 
toceo,  but  could  obtain  no  satisfactory  informalion. 

On  landing  from  the  boat,  Aibm  found  a  number 
of  slaves  who  had  beai  waiting  their  arrival,  one  <^ 
Tirhom  beckoned  him  to  mount  a  tafl,  beautiMass, 
t^tch  was  hdd  by  a  slave;  but  he  stood  lookii^ 
^ith  suiprise  on  the  stately  and  noUe  animal,  ana 
contrasting  its  siee,  its  glos^  skin,  finely  .prapoi- 
tioned  head,  and  lively  eyes,  with  the  batteied, 
duU,  and  stupid  asses  he  had  been  familiair'with  hi 
Eqglapd.  It  bad  n  handsome  kind  of  p»dc«^8dd]^ 
/md  a  betiu^uUy  romwpwted  Imdi^^;  bul^  the.3)im^* 
interrupted  his  observattpns  by  repealii^  hiSis^pH 


4 

» 

te  m^iait  tba  aniaial,  which  Allan  considered  was 
4one  b^  way;  of  modciery,  untU  the  merchsm^  whor 
iifi^  beeB  giyiog  divectikuM  respectinqg  tlie  landing  of 
3010^  goodsi  Qbfierving  hift  hesitation^  came  up  ^ndr 
desired  Inin  to  nount  the  animal^  and  submit  tc^ 
t^  directians  uid  guidance  of  the  bashaw's  s]fkV99.* 
Ha  thecefoie  mbmitted,  and^  when  seated  w  the 
B£$t  assumed  all  the  dignity  whioh  he  copceived- 
aynh  dia^iguiidied  honours  req^uired;  One  dkavex 
Ifid  tiia  VBsmBif  and  two  otibyers  preceded  ^ithlmigi 
%ta^FeS|  and  by  the  slightest  motion  kept  the  crpwd^^^ 
when  pressing  f<Nrward,  at  a  convenient  distance., 
The  captain  had  told  him  that  the  Moors  would 
cafi  him  a  ^'Chrsstian  dog/'  and  otherwise  insidt 
bififty  which  he  was  directed  to  bear  yrith  patienoej 
Vut  not^g  of  this  kind  tx^urred.  ^  - 

indeed^  Allan  declared  that  he  paid  little  atten^ 
tion  to  external  objects  at  this  time,  his  mind  being 
fully  enj^kyyed  hi  conceiving  the  surprise  of  his 
^orthuix4)rian  acquaintaneeG^  were  they  to  see  hinx' 
0Bte^  a  MahOT^etan  t^wn  |n  sudh  grand  style} 
while  faa  internally  gaoulated,  <*  To  be  transpofted, 
to  Nortbnmb^land^  and  marobied  tiir^ugb  Abiwick, 
mA  Botbbury  in 'this  princely  manner,  |  wpuld 
wS&igly  appear  in  rags  for  the  rest  of  my  day s^ 
|Iow  ddi^tfiil  to  hear  every  one  exclauB>  ^Tlm 
d&^iot  be  Janoie  AUyn  the  piper !' ""  Wbfk^alru^ 
pjfftwe  of  the  natwal  wepk^ess  of  the  bunpii^  inind ! 

Mfmug  mched  the  boshaw's  paJaMi  Allan  duk^ 
mounted,  and  was  shewn  into  a  handsome,  400I 
a^w^awnt}  and  sbc^y  afteri  a  servant  enteved 
w^t^  bit  dixuai^.nefitljy  disposed  upon  a  tny.    tC 
^oniisted  t^  vpe^  .I^(wii%  bashed  meaty  a^d  the 
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most  delicious  fruits ;  and  Bxieh  was  the  atteiifioii' 
he  received,  that  another  servant  followed  with  a 
spoon,  knife,  and  fork,  instrutnehts  ndt  used  bjr  the- 
Mahometans,  who  use  their  fingers  instead  of  tiietEU' 
Shortly  after,  the  merchant  entered,  and  condii^ted 
Allan  into  another  chamber,  when  he  desired  liim 
to  play  some  of  his  best  pieces,  as  the  bashaw  and 
several  visitors  of  distinction  were  in  the  adjoining 
room.    H^re  he  played  and  exerted  his  utnaost  skill  * 
to  please  his  hidden  auditors,  until  a  servant  entered- 
and  spoke  to  the  merchant,  who  requested  lum  to 
cease,  the  bashaw  being  at  present  satisfied.     He 
was  then  reconducted   to   his  former  apartment; 
where  he  was  shewn  a  kind  of  raised  wooden  plat- 
f<»rm,  covered  with  light  mattresses,  which  the  mer* 
chant  told  him  was  his  bed,  observing  that  he  wias* 
greatly  honoured  in  being  permitted  to  deep  in  liie 
palace. 

Next  day  the  merchant  called  to  instruct -Allmt 
how  to  behave  should  the  bashaw  honour  him  with 
an  audience.     They  then  entered  into  a  general 
conversation ;  and  in  speaking  of  France,  the  mer« 
ehant  observed  that  the  bashaw  undai^tood  the  lan- 
guage of  that  country,  which  he  had  learned  fi^ma^ 
French  lady  who  had  long  been  his  favourite  wifi^ 
and  that  he  had  procured  him  at  Gibraltm*  sereral 
books  wrkten  in  that  limguage  on  the  military  art 
Allan  was  pleased  at  this  communication,  as-ha 
would  be  ftble  to  converse  with  the'  Moor  without 
an  interpreter.  '   ■ 

In  die  aftemoon;  the  merchant  resumed  in  sppa^ 
r«it  haste,  and  aroused  Allan,  -who,  Wealy  mA 
liolitaiy,'  was  lying  slumbering  loa  his  ooudi^  and 
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informed  him  that  the  bashaw  requested  his  imme^r 
diate  attexidance*    Allan  instantly  rose,  adjusted  his 
di^ss,  and  followed  th^  merchant,  who  ushered  him 
into  a  large  superb  room,  used  on  festive  occasions. 
It  was  well  lifted  by  a  row  of  large  windows,  the 
ceiling  lofty  and  elegantly  ornamented,  and  the 
TiraUs  hung  with  rich  damask.    The  floor  was  co- 
verefd  with  rich  carpets,  except  the  centre,  which 
was  paved  with  marble  of  different  colours^  with  a 
^et  d'eau  in  the  middle.    The  bashaw  himselT  was 
seated  cross-legged  on  a  magnificent  divan,,  smoking 
with  a  fine  pipe  above  six  feet  long,  the  head  of 
which  rested  in  a  glass  vase  filled  with  water.     He 
appeared  tall  and  about  forty  years  of  age,  had  re- 
gular and  pleasing  features,  in  which  was  something 
of  the  Italian  cast,  with  a  keen,  dark,  and  intelli- 
gent eye.    Allan,  on  entering,  made  his  obeisance 
as  directed  by  his  conductor,*  and  then  walked 

•  . 

*  Tke  extenial  manners  of  good  breeding  among  the  Mahomet- 
ans entirely  differ  from  those  established  in  Europe.  The  unco- 
vering of  the  head,  which  with  us  is  considered  as  the  expression 
of  reverence  and  respect,  is  ridiculed  or  reprobated  among  them  as 
tfti  a(it  of  folly,  or  as  indicating  a  contempt  of  propriety  and  de- 
cency. Their  usual  form  of  salutation  is  natural  and  graoefiu. 
In  greeting  an  equal,  the  first  who  speaks  lays  his  right  hand  on 
his  heart,  and  pronounces  the  benediction 'sanctified  by  the  arch- 
angel Raphael  in  his  address  to  Mahomet,  '*  Salam  AUikum,"  The 
peace  of  €h»d  be  upon  thee ;  the  other  jreplies,  ".Akikum  essalam" 
or,  With  thee  be  peace;.  Whes  •  Mahometan  presets  himself 
before  a  man  of  rank  and  dignity,  he  makes  a  profound  isdination 
of  his  body ;  and  on  receiving  orders,  extends  the  riglit  hand  first 
towards  the  ground,  and  then  raises  it  to  his  head^  Mg^if ying  that 
he  will  pay  attention  to  what  has  been  satdy  for  tfabt  it  has  ^gone  tft 
-there;  he  then  puts  his  lutnd  to  }iis  mouth,  m^anini  that  it  shall 
.  remain  secret,  and  not  go  out  there;  he  ultimatelvyputa  1^  hand.  * 
15    "  2  u  7 
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aside  where  a  Ban^twr  of  pages.  ve»  seated  on  tfaear 
hams  and  heds,  with  iheir  hands,  crossed  upoa  their 
breasts.    Here  he  seated  himself  in  a  aunilar  ntta- 

m 

ner^  while  the  merehant  was  honoured  with%%eftf> 
on  the  divan^  near  a  military  otBieet  who  was  pm» 
usdL  After  ccAveising  a  Uttii^  the  bashaw  diiecfed 
his  eyes  to  Allan;  and  seeii^  him  sitting  with  «» 
uneasy  kind  of  awkwardness^  he  smiled^  and  apofce 
to  one  of  the  pages,  jirho  imme£atefy  left  the  Doom^ 
and  returned  with  a  Iow»  stuffed  steol,  which  he 
figned  to  Allan  to  sit  upon.  Seeing  the  m^?chaii6 
give  a  nod  of  approbati(xi»  he  gladly  obeyed^  as  be 
was  much  pained  by  the  constrained  position  he 
had  been  uu 

The  bashaw  in  French^  dedred  Allan  to  play  9 
few  of  the  military  airs  most  esteemed  in  EngHancU 
He  listened  to  several  with. profound  attentioBy  and 
then  requested. to  hear  some  of  those  fiivoittite 
tunes  generally  played  at  seasons  of  mirth  and  j 
lity.  After  hearing  four  or  five  lively  tunea^  he 
waved  his  hand«  and  AHan  ceased  playii^;  when 
being  invited  to  approach  the  divan,  the  bariiaw 
took  hold  of  the  pipe^  which  he  examined  with 
great  attention*  He  then  asked  Allan  whether 
music  was  much  practised  m  En^^bnd,  whether 
great  men  kept  bands  of  muac  for  their  own  uae^ 


>«•       * 


^^Um  of  tkt  sntrr.  Th^  m  <4  fffftTltj  mi  exUms.  dmi 
wUch  9X9  oammaa  tp  tlia.M4jiMiftiia^  giT^  cooajideraUe.dig 
is  Hm  eorenonimis  cipuwlsa  «f<  honsge  or  dyilitj;  Bai 
eCiela  an.^pfthnr.  impnmi  bf  <tte  gKaadsor  of  thrir  hng 
■mftlifc  ffiinaiiuli 
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and  nrfiether  musAeiiais  fotind  {heir  occupation^  a 
profitable  one.  Oii  being  infomied,  in  reply  to 
SNibie  questions^  tbat  gentlemen  in  Europe  studied 
music  for  amusemMt,  and  that  both  gentlemen  and 
ladies  of  ronk  frequently  danced  together,  he  seemed 
much  diverted,  and  speakfa^  in  his  native  tongiiig 
to  the  officer  and  merchant,  made  several  remarks 
tiiat  seemed  to  amuse  them  exceedingly.  Tlie  ba- 
ahaiv  then  addressed  Allan,  sqy^ing  that  he  would 
^detidn  him  but  fbr  a  few  days,  and  that  he  should 
harve  any  con^kat  he  required ;  and  if  he  wished  to 
aee  the  dty,  a  scarvant  shocdd  attend  him. 

A&n  retired  highly  gratified  with  the  kindness 
and  tondescensioii  df  the  bacliaw.  On  regaining 
his  chamber,  a  page  entered  and  presented  him 
with  sweetmeats  and  the  most  exceUent  coffee, 
though  without  sugar  or  mflk,  he  had  einer  tasted. 
It  was  iserved  m  simaB  dbina  cups  by  tH^  page;  wha 
waited  wi&  great  git;vity  and  reiqpect:  At  the 
approach  <rf  evening  the  same  page  entered,  aiid 
beckoned  Allan  to  follow  hinu  They  descended  a 
flight  of  stairs,  and  Altered  a  beanlaffil  cour^  paved 
in  mosaic,  in  the  centre  of  which  was  a  reservoir  of 
water^  surrounded  by  gay,  sWeetMBfeented  flowers. 
T%ey  next  passed  Aftmgh  a  spidous.  hall,  lifted 
by  a  dome,  and  supported  by  elegant  pillars;  the 
whde  exhibiting  the  most  inconceivable  sj^lendour. 
But  Aflan  had  tmly  time  to  eigoy  a  ghmce  df  tiik 
magafifieent  phase,  a  the  poge  Irartied  faini  throng 
a  folding-door  that  opened  upon  a  garden,  elegantly 
laid  out.  After  pas»ng  a  long  an^  beautiful.  ave« 
nue,  planted  on  each  side  with  onngfe  and  dive 
trees,  they  entered  a  small  grove,  situated  on  a 


340  '  MFE  OF 

slopin    bank,  at  the  bottom  of  which  he  perceivei 
a  fine,  broad  canal  of  clear  water.    About  the  cen- 
tre of '^this  grove  was  a  small  gallery,  supported  by 
slender  pillars^  and  surrounded  by  a  screen.     Chi 
moimting  the  steps,  Allan  was  surprised  to  aee  a 
numerous  band  of  musicians  seated  on  a  bench,  and 
tuning  their  instruments.      He,   however,  seated 
himself  beside  them ;  and  the  page,  by  intdligiiile 
signs,  requested  hi\a  to  play.      He  immediately 
buckled  on  his  pipes,  and  played  sevend  tones ; 
when  the  page  signified  that  he  would  fatigue  him* 
self  too  much,  and  ordered  the  band  to  play.     Ov 
English  piper  siat  with  astonidimefnt  listening  to  the 
strange  concert  he  now  beatd,  and  which  lasted 
without  intermission  for  nearly  an  hour. 

When  the  music  ceaiied,  the  pe^  reccxiducted 
him  to  his  chamber  by  a  winding  and  less  fre- 
quented path  than  the  road  by  which  they  came. 
The  moon  shcme  through  the  trees,  the  air  was 
peculiarly  mild,  and  the  whole  scfene  seemed  so  ix^ 
mantic  and  pleasing,  that  he  declared  he  never  aaw 
any  place  in  Europe  so  calcidated  to  communicate 
delight 

Next  morning,  the  chief  musidan,  who  had  ied 
the  band  on  the  preceding  evening,  enteied  ABan^'s 
chamber,  accompanied  by  an  English  renegado,  who 
followed  the  gunsmith  business,  as  an  intarprrter. 
The  stranger  addressed  him  in  a  very  friendly  man- 
ner, and  invited  him  to  his  house,  observing  that  as 
the  bashaw  would  be  engaged  through  the  day  in 
receiving  the  compliments  and  presents  of  the  ofll- 
cers  of  the  faroops  who  had  ju^  joined  the  garrism. 
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he  would  not  be  wanted,  and  a  change  4)f  ^ne 
might  perhaps 'amnse  him. 

AQan  gladly  accepted  the  invitation,  and,  on 
reaching  the  masician's  house,  found  the .  whoie 
4iand  assembled  to  practise.  It  consisted'  of  a  duld^ 
mer,  a'  guitar,  the  dends*  flute,  the  tambour  de 
basque^  and  two  small  drums.  They  all  played' 
■▼ery  ex^ty  by  the  ear,  having  no  written  music. 
Their. tunes,  he  observed,  wr^re  all  of  a  plaintive 
cast  \  and  theref(H*e,  when  desired  to  play,  he  cUote 
*'  Lockaher  m  more;'—*'  Open  the  Door/" — "  M*Gre^ 
gor*s  iMment^'  and  others  of  a  ^oft,  afiecting  kind^ 
The  mrusidan  rpniBed  his  performance  much ;  and 
lie,  parceiving  what  kind  of  music  was  JH'eferred, 
^ways  afterwards  selected  slow,  melancholy  airs. 
One  of  the  musicians  sung,  a  song,  accompanying 
iiimself  on  the  dulcimer.  EBs  voice  was  sweet  and 
•dear,  and  bin  tones  wonderfully  soft,  while  he 
lengthened  his  notes  with  tedi  aon  impassi(teed  ex- 
pression >of  grief,  that  the  whole  coixrpany  became 
•deeply  aflSscted';  and  Allan  averred  he  n^ver  heard 
a  singer  more  capable  of  rousing  the  passions.  An- 
■other  of  tiie  band  produced  an  instrumeht  sinlilar 
to  the  bagpipe ;  but  the  tones  were  so  shrill  and 
-unmusical,  that  Allan  could  not  endure  to  hear  it, 
and  begged  that  it  might  be  laid  aside.  Before  his 
.departure,  he  desired  to  know  when*  they  would 
return  to  the  bashaw'^  garden  to  practise.  The 
-musidian  laughed,  and  told  him  that. they  never  en- 
tered the  garden  for  their  own  jdeasure,  but  were 
introduced  for  the  purpose  of  amusing  the  bashaw 
:and  his  ladies,  who  were  in  a  pavilion  concealed  by 
trees  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  canal. 
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rThe  two'Meeeeding  {oaSDoana  he  spoit  m   tht 
company  of  the  friendly  muincian ;  and  in  the  ufba^ 
i|ooD8  be  played  ih  a  imsH  chamber  aidyoimng  the 
baivem,  or  wooften^  afwtmetit    In  the  mean  Izme, 
the  merchant  catted,  «nd  praaoiaed  in  three  dayB  to 
shew  him  a  grand  military  speetade,  for  then  the 
bashaw  hitended  to  review  the  gkuiiaoD^  aa  ivefl  ms 
some  txoapB  who  were  oiderad  out  to  queii  an  ii»- 
suzttcfion .  rttised  by  the  inhahitsants  near  Mmmt 
Atilas^  and  whidi  expeditiim,  it  was  bdienredp  wodd 
he  solely  diraded  by  himself,  as  he  had  obtained 
Bmoh  reputation  when  engaged  in  a  shniiar  aervioR 
At  the  time  appointed,  the  mendmnt  took  AUan 
jonder  l|is  proteetifln.     They  left  tibe  city;  and 
walked  amidst  luxuriant  groves  and  bcantifai  gar^ 
dens  'f«r  nearly  two  miles,  when  they*  eame  to  it 
amali  i^n  pliAiK  on  the  edge  of  wUdi  they  took 
the»nBtation,  and  piesently  saw  the  Utoops  advanch- 
ii^.    About  MOO  infimtry  passed  fint,  maiobing  itt 
two  fiks^  and  waving  a  great  number  of  amsll  flags. 
They  had  no  fegimental  dress,  nor  did  they  observe 
amch  exactness  in  th«r  steps  and  motions.    About 
000  of  this  corps  consisted  of  robu8t4ooking  ne^ 
groes,  whose  aspects  were  sufficiently  fieroe.  fThe^ie 
were  followed  by  not  leas  than  lAOO  cavaby.    The 
horses  were  fine,,  i^irited  animals,  of  varioaa  sues 
and  colours ;  but  the  riders  were  shabbily  cb-eased, 
and  but  indifierently  armed.    Next  appealed  aboat 
100  horsemen,  mounted  on  the  mast  beautiful  am- 
laals,  and  aU  dressed  alike  in  fine  flowing  robes^  and 
armed  with   long  shining   qsears,   oarbines,   and 
swords-    These,  the  merohant  iaftwrned  Ailan^  wsea 
disdplined  under  the  eye  of  the  bashaw^  and  were 


»    • 


JAMES  ALLAN.  349 

destiiied  to  form  put  of  the  empetor^s  body  gtfwd. 

The  baahaw  closed  the  max^  preceded  by  h^  oW 

band,  playing  on  hautboys,  trumpeCs,  eymbals,  audi 

encNnnous  horge  drums,  the  whole  producing  ^Ixer 

most  deafening  and  monotoooos  souikls  imi^inalda 

Immediatelj  after  tht  music  came  a  horse  covered 

with  magnifiDent  ^housings,  and 'led  by  two  Uack 

slayes  dressed  in  white  muslin.    The  bashaw  was 

finely  mounted,  and  with  his  ample,  rich  rolSes^ 

s^ad^  a  very  migestic  and  warlike  appearance:  "  The ; 

tioops  formed  a  crescent,  and  the  horse^  begah  to 

skirmish  on  the  wings,  advancing  and  reheating 

with  amaaing  speed  and  dext^ty.    Isi  the  mean 

time,  the  infaaitry  advanced  in>  an  irregular  teanner, 

planting  thw  small  flags  in  front,  and  occupying 

emry  Httl#  hollow  in  the  ground,  ftred,  and  'tlien 

ran  forward  shouting  most  tremendously.     This 

lasted  for  near  half  an  hour,  when  the  whole  retire^ 

and  the  bashaw's  &vourite  corps  came  forward^  and 

exhibited  fights  by  single  condbat,  throwing  thrin 

spears,  firing  their  carlnnes,  and  using  their  sworda 

in  a  manner  that  inspired  Allan  with  the  highest 

adpiirstion  of  thdr  sldll  In*  horsemanship*    He  con* 

ceived  that  they  wererequal  to  the  bek  tmops  in 

Europe ;  bat  supp<»ed  that  SOO  well-^diaeiplined 

Englishmen  eoiild  put  all  the  others  todBi^bt. 

Whai  the  troops  marched  off  the  ground,  .tbqi 

seefiEied  he^tsd  and  impat^nt  by  the  exerdfie)  wien 

extremely  noii^,  and  observed  but  little  orden:  * 

Whil^  walkiiisg  back  to  the  palace^  Allte;  iil^ 
fonned  1|io  mercjiaBt  that  he  had  been  a  soldiei. 
himself,^  ttod  had  beinhonoured  with  a  tommistSoil 
in  die  armji  by;  lus^  ptte^ei.  mAiqs  hadf  rewardad^hia 
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sirncies  by  allowing  him  a  liberal  petwion ;  but^/aO^ 
f  ing  amongst  gamesters  at  a  horise-race,  be  was  by 

'  tbeir  tricks  robbed  of  bis  money,  reduced  to  po^ 
i.  rerty,  and  oUiged  to  leave  his  native  country,  and* 

sub.sist  by  means  of  hiti  knowledge  in  music     H^ 
».  however,  added,  th4t  on  his  return,  bis  p«i^Oir 

wotild  have  so  accumulated,  as  to  enaUe  him  to  dis- 
charge  his  just  debts,  and  resume  his  former  rank  in* 
society. 

*  Allan  was  sure  that  this  conversation  had  beea 
repeated  to  the  bashaw,  for  after  dinner  he  wat 
again  introduced  to  his  presence,  and  asked  seveani 
questions  connected  with  military  affairs;  and  » 
our  piper  possessed  a  happy  talent  of  tumin^  ch^ 
cumstaQces  to  his  own  advantage,  he' artfully  iUoft- 
"  trated  one  of  his  ireplies  by  minutely  de^fcriUng  the 
manner,  in  which  the  allies  gained- the -bkttie  of 
'  Minden.  -The.  bashaw,  before  -  he  dismisi^ed  hbn', 
sud  that  in  two  days  he  would  said  him  on  boatif 
his  ship,  and  having  been  much  gratified  by  ids 
music,  would  order  him  a  suitable  reward. 

Next  morning  early,  while  Allan  was  walking  m 
his  chamber,  a  little  black  boy  entered,  with  Ms 
finger  on  his  *lip  denoting  silence,  and  taking  him 
by  the  hand,  led  him  along  a  gallery,  when  shewing 
him  into  a  neat  chamber,  he  shut  the  door  ^okd  ie* 
tired.  Allan  looked  around,  wondering  what  this 
early  call  should*  mean,  when  he  heard  a  voice  be- 
hind a  curtain  at  the  further  end  of  the  room.  He 
started,  and  directed  hitf  eyes  to  the  spot ;  but  al- 
though he  saw  nothing,  he  knew  the  voice  wa»  a 
female's.  The  incognita  spoke  French,  and  destied 
'  him,  as  a  gaUant  soldier  and  a  good  ChriatiaB,  to 
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obey  at  night  in  silence  the  directions  of  the  little 
page.  '  He  bowed  acquiescence,  when  the  door  was 
inimediately  opened,  and  the  bc^  reconducted  him 
to  his  chamber. 

Allan  was  possessed  of  a  considerable  share  of 
vanity  and  conceit,  and  this  midnight  assignation 
filled  his  brain  with  the  most  whimsical  and  ridicii- 
ious  notions.  He  concluded  Uiat  the  bashaw's  wife,  - 
or  perhaps  his  eldest  daughter,  had  become  ena- 
tnoured  of  his  person,  which  sh^  must  have  seen 
through  some  of  the  lattices  of  the  haram ;  and  that 
the  beautifid  fair  one  intended  to  elope  with  him, 
and  carry  off  all  the  governor's  diamonds.  He 
therefore  began  to  invent  plausible  stoties  of  his 
noble  birth  and  wonderful  achievements  m  war,  in  ^ 
order  to  seeure  her  affection  and  esteem,  l^^ot  being 
called  upon  to  play  during  the  day»  it  appeared  like 
an  age,  so  impassioned  was  he  to  dasp  the  lovely 
impassioned  Moor  in  his  arms. 

*  At  night  he  waited  for  the  expected  summons; 
until  he  began  to  suspect  that  the  whole  was  a 
trick,  invented  by  some  malicious  domestic ;  but  at 
last  his  chamber  door  was*  gentiy  opened;  and  the 
same  boy  entered  Softiy  oh  tip-toe^  and  beckoned 
him  to  rise.  He  immediately  ol^yed,  and  silentiy 
followed  his  conductor  along  the ,  gallery,  and  up  a 
winding  staircase,  which  brought  him  upon  the 
house-top.  The  boy  tripped  along  .the  terrace, 
stooping  dose  to  the  balustrade^  as  if  fearful  of  be- 
ing observed^  and  Allan  followed  his  example.  On 
coming  to  a  kind  of  comer  tower,  a  small  door 
opened,  and  b^  perceived  a  female  figure,  which 
beck(med  him  to  enter.     Thinking  this  was  his 
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charmer,  he . approached  with  joy;  but  when  the 
lady»  who  waa  v^iledj  moved,  he  saw  that  she  wna 
fui  old  woiqaOj  stooping  with  age^  and  Bupportin^ 
herself  by  a  stick.  However^  oi»  enteiiiig  tbe 
chamber,  he  beheld  a  lady>  richly  dressed^  redixung 
on  a  handsome  divan^  and  whom  he  concluded  wap 
his  beautiful  inamorato.  !E(ut  when  the  old  ladj 
sate  down  beside  her,  he  f eh  much  dissatisfied  thut 
sha  should  be  permitted  to  witness  thdr  tender  ift* 
terview.  The  young  lady,  while  he  contaoiied 
making  his  obeisance  with  looks  of  tenderness  and 
obedience^  said  abruptly  in  Fr^ich,  '^•Sir».  attend.* 
Her  tone  and  manner  at  once  lowered  his  toweo^g 
expectations,  and  rendered  the  meeting  quite  my» 
terious^  particularly  as  be  was  permitted  to  stand  in  ] 
a  posture  of  humble  attention  for  some  time  befof^  | 
she  resumed,  which  she  at  last  did  in  the  fcdlowi^g 
manner  >^ 

**  I  thank  you  for  the  condescension  and  courage 
you  have  shewn  in  favouring  me  with  this  meeting 
and  which,  I  assure  you,  was  not  required  from 
motives  cf  levity  and  curiosity.  You  aie,  I  asa 
told,  an  English  soldier;  and  upon  your  honoor 
and  good  faith  I  rely,  while  I  crave  your  asdstanee 
in  fulfiUsu^  the  dving  injunctions  of  a  miA:h4a«ed 
parent 

**  My  father,  sir,  was  secretary  to  the  French  am^ 
bassador  to.  the  court  of  Spain^  when  he  saw,  loved* 
and  maixied  my  mol^er^  the  only  daughter  of  a  rbh 
merchant  at  Cadiz,  who  was  then  on  a  viat  at  Ma- 
drid.  After  the  mamag^  my  father  resigned  Ins 
dtuation,  and  resolved  to  retire  from  public  life^ 
and  Hire  at  Paris  with  the  fortune  my  mother  had 
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brought  him.  In  a  tew  years,  his  latfaef-iiaJair 
failed,  and  inTolved  hiin  in  his  rain;  but  he  had 
sefiuiied  a  friend  in  tJie  S{)anish  ministry,  ithopro- 
cured  liim  a  lucfative  sitni^on  in  the  Hayannah. 
In  about  six  years,  his  affairs  agaiii  became  prospe- 
rous, and  he  took  his  passage  to  Cadiz,  in  order  to 
atniige  some  important  business  of  his  own ;  but' 
ifhennear  ihe  destmed  port,  this  vessel  was  taken 
byt,  Moorish  liigate^  after  a  desperate  resistance,  nn 
irUch  my  fathcar  was  kflled.  The  Moors  carried 
tfadr  prisie  into  SaUee^ '  where  my  ddofbed  father, 
&e  badiaw,  saw  tDy  raoflier,  and  being  captivated 
with  her  duurms  {fx  she  was  a  prettjr  w(»nan),  pur- 
chased her  from  tiie  captors,  and  sent  her  to  his 
conntiy  residende,  ivbcsie  I  was  bom;  fox  my  mo- 
aJ^  fcr  i„I»«»d  to  |«g™»cr -h-i  Ae  w« 
landed  m  Morooeo. 

^My  mother  was  flatteied  by  the  attentimis  of 
the  biBBhaw,  apd  cheerfidly  became  his  wife,  eni- 
hcaced  the  religion,  and  observed  the  customs  of 
thas  country.  Ajbotit  thiee  months  ago,  she  died ; 
pnmous  to  which  idie  suffered  the  ioioat  excruciat- 
ing bodily  pain,  and  was  suhfeeted  to  iiioonoeivable 
faonwt  of  eonscienoe,  for  having  ddnied  the  atone- 
ment tif  Jesus  Oiiiat;,  and  acknowledged  Mahomet 
to  bemtrue  prophet.  She  condemned  herself  also 
as  being  the  instrument  of  my  damnation ;  and  al- 
thoc^  audi  ideas  and  language  were  new  to  me,  I 
sympathized  in  the  coental  agonies  of  an  indulgent 
jpoent,  and  exertedmyseif  to  soot£  her  mind  in  her 
last  moments.  At  this  time  she  intrusted  a  small 
packet  to  my  earej  omtaining  my  father's  miniature 
aiid  a  brief  account  of  his  death  and  of  the  drcutn^ 
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Stances  in  which  she  left  me,  conjuring  his  fiietids 
to  exert  then'  influence  to  -have  me  x^estoied  to  my 
God  and  my  «)untiy.  1  prcrariaed  to  cfccy  her  in- 
junctions by  sending  the  packet  to  France,  and  my 
dear  parent  died  in  peace. 

*^  My  kind  nurse,  who  sits  bteide  me,  aecxHnpa- 
hied  my  moth^  from  Franoe,  and  lemained  at- 
tached to  her  both  in  {nrosperity  imd  in  adrosity. 
She  also  strengthens,  by  her  tears  and  her  prayos; 
the  fervent  exhortations  of  my  dying  madio',  and 
conjures  me  to  fly  from  this  accursed  infidri  goihv* 
try.  I,  stranger,  respect  her  motives,  and  i^plaad 
the  virtues  which  I  am  told  ymi  practise.  But  I 
cannot  believe  this  country  is  accursed.  Here  tfae 
sun  shines,  the  rain  falls,  the  bndi  dng,  and  the 
fruits  ripen,  which  surely  are  no  indications  of  <tiie 
displeasure  of  God.  Besides,  the  bashaw,  sty 
adored  and  revered  father,  has  made  me  Yom  hy  1i»e 
strongest  ties  of  love  and  gratitude.  He  is  <te  pro- 
tector of  the  oppressed,  the  refuge  of  the  destitate, 
*  and  the  partner  of  every  mdn's  joys  and  sorrows 
who  comes  within  the  range  of  his  influence.  Who 
can  accuse  him  of  oiielty  or  injustioe?  or  wiiose 
vineyard' has  he  robbed?  Did  he  ever  turn  bis 
bac^  in  the  fidd  ef  battle?  or  has  he  ever  n^ected 
his  duty  to  God.  afid  tihe  prophet  ?  Shall,  then,  tiiis 
good  man  be  damned?  and  is  it  a  crime  to  love 
him?  No,  Christian;  should  Galniel  himsdf  say 
so,  I  would  not^— I  could  not  believe  him. 

*'  Take  this  packet,  convey  it  safely  to  Gifanltar^ 
and  thare  I  am  told  some  of  the  faidiful  servants  of 
your  king  are  appointed  to  forward  articles  to  the 
different  nations  of  Christendom.    If  you  should 
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carry  it  yourself  to  France^  and  see  my  relations, 
then  repeat  to  them  what  I  haye  now. said;  for 
Berer  can  I  leave  my  kind  friends  and  this  charming 
eountiy.    I  could  have  done  this  business  through 
some  of  the  merchants  of  this  city ;  but  I  chose 
rather  to  trust  to  the  honour  of  an  English  soldier ; 
lor,,  as  my  mother  .was  bdoved  beyond  conception 
.  by  the  bashaw,  I  could  wish  that  this  last  act  of  her 
.M£&  should  never  be  permitted  to  disturb  his  peace/' 
'   She  fiien  handed  Allan  the  parcel,  and  at  the 
same  time  presented  him  with  a  purse  containing 
an  hundred  gold  ducats  (nearly  equivalent  to  forty 
pounds  sterling),  which  she  begged  him  to  accept 
as  a  token  of  her  regard.    It  will  easily  be  inferred 
tiiat  our  ndisenturer  did  not  refuse  the  gift,  in  order 
to  support  l^e  character  of  a  generous  Christian 
knight*    He  took  it,  with  many  thanks ;  but  still 
lingened,  although  the  tears  and  sobs  of  the  old 
nurse  seemed  to  give  the  young  lady  great  uneasi- 
ness, and  she  frequently  turned  her  head  as  if  to 
enquire  the  reason  of  his  unmannerly  conduct 
These  hints  Allan  understood;  but  he  had,  from 
the  first  period  of r  his  landing,  felt  an  irresistible 
desire  to,  see  a  Moorish  beauty,  dnd  ^s  seemed  a 
favourable  opportunity.*  \.I|p*;  ^eref ore  took  cou« 
rage,  and  said,  **  Madam,  were  you  to  indulge  me 
with  a  sight  of  your  &ir  face,  my  report  to  your 
relations  woidd  be  more  satisfactory.''    She  imme- 
diately threw  back  her  veil,  and  he  dodared  that  he 
now  saw  a  countenance  which,  for  beauty,  liveli- 
ness, and  feminine  softoess,  was  unparalleled    He 
gazed  with  rapture  on  the  lovely  form ;  but  he  ob* 
served  her  confused  and  blushing,  and  in  a  few 
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momenta  she  dropt  the  veU,  saying,  *^Weie  I  «t 
liberty,  I  would  neither  approve  of  this  interview; 
nw  of  the  improper  indulgence  I  have  now  gnnted 
you;  though  I  laiow  the  veU,  m  ettimtial  to fcsaale 
decency,  is  not  much  used  amongst  Chiist]an&'' 
H^re  Allan  interrupted  her  by  begkmio^  an  eulo- 
gium  upon  her  matchless  beauty;  but  she  ended 
the  conference  by  giving  a  loud  hem»  when  the 
page  entered,  and  ^gidn  beckoned  him  to  liolloi^ 
which  be  obeyed  without  daring  to  finiah  hia  eoni- 
pliments. 

Notwithstanding  the  liberal  present  he  had  le- 
ceived,  he  returned  to  his  chamber  ve&ed  and  ia 
exceeding  ill  humour.  On  viewiqg  the  miiriafaJi^ 
he  found  it  was  set  round  with  piecious  stone% 
yfhkh  he  instantly  resolved  to  sell  on  reaghiiy  GS^ 
raltar,  partly  in  revei^e  for  the  youi^  lady's  insen- 
sibilit}^  to  the  attractions  of  his  persoi^  a  thou^t 
that  wounded  his  vanity.  This,  comlmed  with  an 
invetea^te  covetousness,  produced  a  determination 
inimioal  to  the  acknpwledged  piinaples  of  Gipsy 
honour;  for  this  people  always  Reserve  inviolate 
the  property  intrusted  to  their  care. 

The  evening  preceding  his  depasture  fi^m  Te- 
tuan,  he  played  at  the  merchant'a  house  to  a  la^ge 
company,  for  which  he  was  genecou^y  rewfuded; 
ftnd  on  the  following  morning  the  bashaw^  stewanl 
sent  for  hkn,  and  presented  him  witha  bi^  of  dol- 
lars in  his  master's  name.  He  thai  took  his  dqisr- 
txue^  and  was  conveyed  to  Gibraltar  m  a  Mooiuh 
.boat. 
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||         AUbb  aetn  the  GtotlnMn  at  Gilmdtaar— RoMU-Bseq^  to  Cadut^-Voysg^  t* 


BrB8t-^Adv<eQtaie-«-R«adi6i  Portmouth— Ridei  to  Soiidiampton— Rjctuitnig 
Pttty— Nanow  Baoipe— Hm  cndiilous  GizL 


'      ikS  soon  as  ADan  came  on  board  again,  he  related 
^      to  the  captain  his  good  luck,  and  paid  him  for  the 
suit  of  doaths  he  had  lent  him.    He  then  gave  the 
^       sailors  a  few  dollars  to  drink;  and  resolved  to  have  a 
!       swagger  on  shore.     Several  subaltern  and  petty 
I       officers  bdonging  to  the  garrison,  who  before  would 
I       have  aeomed  to  notice  the  shabby  piper,  having 
now  heard  of  his  successful  trip  to  Tetuan,^  courted 
I       his  ocmipany,  and  accompanied  him  to  taverns  and 
I       gaming  houses.    Allan,  although  singularly  acute 
t       in  most  instances,  was  so  flattered  by  the  attenticms 
i       of  gentedi  people,  that  he  shut  his  eyes  on  the  ghu 
I       zing  sdfishness  of  their  conduct.    In  a  short  time, 
I       the  miniature  frame  was  sold,  ^  the  gold  ducats  dis* 
appeared,  and  nothing  but  a  few  dollars  remained. 
To  complete  his  misfortunes,  he  aoeid^ntally  be^ 
I       came  acquainted  with  an  Irish  corpanl,  who,  undei- 
I       the  mask  of  Uuntness  and  prodigality,  hid  the  most 
consummate  cunning.    He  had  a  handsome,  Uvdy 
wi£e,  with  whose  company  Allan  was  so  deBghted^ 
that  he  purchased  her  various  gaudy  artides  of 
dress.    Visiting  her  one  day,  the  husband,  as  usual, 
demanded  something  to  drink,  which  she  rsAiied 
under  the  (dea  of  poverty.    Allan  gave hima dol- 
lar, on  which  he  left  the  hut  apparently  wdl  satia* 
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£ed ;  but  in  about  fifteen  minutes  he  returned,  and 
thundered  at  the  door  for  admittance.     ABan,  sup- 
posing '  that  he  was  intoxicated,  asked  him  tather 
sharply  why  he  did  not  enter  without  making  an 
uproar;  but  the  corporal  returned,  in  a  voice  of 
loud  displeasure,  "  Oh !  you  traitorous  knave,  how 
can  I,  when  you  have  both  the  key  and  my  wife  in 
the  inside?"     Allan  was  astonished,  and  flew  to 
open  the  door  (for  he  averred  that  he  did  not  know 
it  was  locked),  and  on  turning  the  key,  the  furions 
Irishman  seized  him  by  the  breast,  and  drawing  fab 
bayonet,  threatened  to  plunge  it  into  his  heart 
AUan  begged  for  mercy,  declared  he  had  committed 
no  crime,  and  implored  the  protection  of  two  s(d- 
diers  who  had  followed  their  comrade.     He  also, 
with  great  simplicity,  called  upon  the  corporats 
wife  to  corroborate  the  truth  of  his  asseverations; 
but  she  began  to  cry  and  sob,  and  when  xxrgA  by 
one  of  the  soldiers  to  tell  the  truth,  she  at  length 
said,  ^*  I  will  not  add  to  my  first  crime  by  telling  a 
lie;  and  I  hope  by  confessing  my  fault  my  destt 
husband  will  forgive  me."    The  infuriated  Irid- 
mAn»  on  hearing  this,  flourished  his  weapon,  and 
AII411  imagined  he  would  instantly  strike  the  fatal 
blow;  .when  one  of  the  soldiers  arrested  his  ann< 
and  requested  liim^  for  the  ^  love  of  Jams^  \x^  spue 
ihe  pooc  man's  life,  and  try  if  the  affidr  could  ncA 
be  e(mipromise4.    T^e  fury  of  the  jealous  husband 
BOW  seemed  to  aubside,  and  he  said  he  would  leave 
the  business  to  his  worthy  countrjnnaai,  as  it  was 
ibo  nior  a  pomt  f(x  him  to  engage  in.    AUan,  bong 
now  rdieved  from  the  terrara  of  deaths  saw  throogb 
the  whole  scheme ;  and  though  vexed  to  the  sonl 
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«t'  b^g  so  unmercifully  duped,'  he*: was  ^nbliged  to 
Bissemble  his  diagnn,  and  pay  doWn  thirty  dollars, 
being  the  whole  that  he  possessed.  At  his  depar^ 
ture,  the  corporal's  wife  desired  him,  *  with  the  most 
provoking  affectation  of  contrition,  not  to  return^ 
for  she  would  have  nothing  Ix)  do  with  him  '^  at  all 
at  all'* 

Allan  at  this  moment  was  transported  with  rag^ 
and  wandered  about  for  some  time,  undetermined 
what  scheme  to  adopt.    At  last  he  resolved  to  beg 
the  assistance  of  a  lieutenants  who  owed  him  ten 
ducats.    On  applying  at  his  quarters,  he  was  di- 
rected to  the  guard-house,  where  the  officer  was  on 
iiuty.    He  found  him  playing  at  backgammon  with 
a  young  ensign,  and  immediately  began  to  relate 
his  woeful  story,  during  which  the  lieutenant  conti- 
nued  to  ejaculate,  "Too  bad,  upon  my  soul! — A 
d — d  hard  case! — ^Ha!  the  sly  b — ^h!"  &:^.*  But  he 
could  scarcely  suppress  a  titter,  which  at  last  iH'olce 
x>ut  into  a  loud  horse-laugh,  in  which  the-*  other 
-officer  joined.     Allan  felt  highly  exasperated^  md 
exclaimed,  "  Come,  I  have  had  enough  of  this.    Pay 
me  my  money."    The  lieutenant  clapped  bis  hand 
upon  his  sword,  and  said  fiercely,  "  Sir,  do  you  say 
I  am  not  a  gentleman  ?" — "  No,  I  only  asked  if  or 
my  money,"  replied  Allan. — ^*  Well,"  re9tiiii6<!^'the 
officer,  "  did  I  not  give  you.  my  address^*  and  pro- 
mise to  pay  you  when  I  return  to  England,  and' now 
you  have  the  effirontery  to  doubt  the  word  of  a  gen^ 
itleman."    On  which  he  attempted  te  take  tlK'poor 
piper  by  the  nose,  but  he  very  pihidently  retreated. 
This  last  affront  roused  Allan's  passidlis  to  the 
iiighest  pitch,  and  be  hurried  on  board,  entered  the 

*     2  y 
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cabin,  and  laid  his  grievances  before  the  captain. 
When  he  had  finished,  the  captain  looked  up»  sutiA 
said,  in  a  firm  and  angry  tone,  "*  Sirrah !  you  are  «s 
base  thief.    I  have  just  heard  that  you  have  nML 
the  valuable  locket  winch  the  lady  entrusted  to 
your  care.    The  watdi  that  I  keep  for  you  is  alao^ 
I  suspect,  stolen  goods.    Such  a  fellow  would  sink 
any  ship  wi&  the  weight  of  his  crimes.    I  am  glad 
the  lobster*  have  plucked  yxm.    Go,  .return  to  theoi 
and  beg,  for  you  are  too  lazy  to  work.    If  you  sta^ 
five  minutes  longer  on  board  my  vessd,  I  will  seod 
for  the  provost  of  the  garrison,  who,  I  hope,  would 
soon  have -the  pleasute  of  tudcing  you  up." 

Allan's  m<»rtification  was  now  complete.    He  left 
the  ship,  muttering  curses  not  loud  but  deep.    Hie 
saw  that  the  captain  had  expected  to  share  in  hia 
gains,  >and  that  disappointaaent  had  *  excited   hia 
aagtf.    Where  to  go,  or  what  to  do,  he  knew  noL 
As  night  VTBJk  approaching,  he  felt  apprehensive  of 
being  sai/ed,  and  confined  in  some  goard-hoaae. 
At  ixie  time,  he  thought  of  enlisting ;.  but  the  seve- 
rity of  the  punishments  inflicted  upon  the  soldkrs^ 
and  the  extreme  difilculty  of  deserting,  deterred 
him  from  adopting  this  scheme.    At  last,  he  lay 
down  under  a  shelving  rock,  dose  to  the  harbour. 

Allan  had  observed  a  large  Spanish  boat  from 
Cadiz,  of  about  60  tons  biurthen,  that  had  just  ddi- 
vered  a  cargo  of  dSL  and  fruit  The  crew  w^re  on 
shore  regaling  themselves ;  and  he  at  once  resolved 
to  swim  off,  to  get  on  board,  and  to  conceal  himsdf 
until  she  sailed,  trusting  to  his  pipes  for  future  fa- 
vour. He  had  scarcely  reached  the  vessel,  and 
wedged  himself  in  amongst  isome  barrels^  wh^i  the 
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€ttew,  oansbting  of  fire  men,  came  on  board.  Allan 
did  not  understand  their  language ;  but  they  seemed 
to  be  very  drunk  and  furious,  and  several  times 
drew  their  long  knives  upon  each  other.  However 
iu>  Uood  was  spilt,  and  in  a  short  time  they  were  all 
aaleep.  Poor  Allan  was  tormented  with  insects; 
the:  bad  smeil  of  the  vessel  was  almost  insupporta- 
ble ;  and  yet  he  oould  not  move  a  single  limb  with- 
out the  risk  of  awakening  fellows  who  would  have 
dispatched  him  in  an  instant. 

At  length  tiiie  day  began  to  breaks  when  the  sea- 
meu  jumped  up,  weighed  their  anchor,  hoisted  the 
sail,  and  were  soon  at  sea.    Allan  patiently  endured 
his  tortures  about  two  hours  longer,  when. he  re- 
solved to  extricate  himself  if  possible,  and  try  the 
.  eflEects  of  music ;  but,  just  at  this  mpment,  one  of 
the  crew  espied  his  leg,  when  he  gave  a  loud  about, 
and  instantly  he  was  roughly  drawn  out  of  his  cIos6 
retreat.    AUan  ^)oke,  and  signed,  and  by  looka  im- 
plored, and  entreated  their  compassion.    A  dispute 
ensued,  when  he  hastily  adjusted  his  pipes,  ^  and 
began  to  play ;  but  a  ferocious  looking  fellow  seized 
them  with  one  hand,  and  cutting  the  leather  belts 
with  a  knife  he  held  in  the  other,  soon  disengaged 
them,  wheii  he  dashed  them  ovierboard,  muttering 
in  bad  French,  **  What  a  devilish  screaming  noise  !"* 
The  musician  was  in  no  condition  to  resent  the  af- 
front, and  expected  every  moment  to  follow  hia 
pipes ;  but  the  crew  had  decided  otherwise,  for  he 
was  ordered  into  a  small  boat,  and  two  men  jumped 
in  to  row  him  ashore.  *  Being  close  to  knd,  this 
w^  soon  effected ;  and  as  many  people  were  walk- 
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kig  on  the  bedch,  Allan  attributed  the  presepvatiotf^ 
6f  his  life  to  that  dreumstance. 

The  town  near  to  which  he  was  landed  was  oalledr 
Algesiras ;  but  as  the  people  had  a  forbidding,  in-^ 
hospitable  look,  he  passed  on,  and  travelled  aiougL 
the  ooa&t  at  a  very  smart  pace.-  About  noon  he 
grew  faint  and  hungry ;'  but  he  had  such  a  preju-' 
dice  against  the  Spaniards,  that  he  durst  not  solicit 
obarity^'but  eliose  rather  to  seek  for  shell-fiab  to  ap^ 
pease  his  hunger. 

The  gute  leading  to  the  bridge  by  which  Cadis  is 
approached  wa£(  i^ut  before  Allan  readied  it,  <» 
which  he  was  compelled  to  return,  and  ereep  into  a 
garden,  where,  covering  himself  with  mats,  he  slept 
until  sun-rise.  On  attempting  to  enter  the  dty,  he 
was  seized  by  the  guard,  and  conducted  to  their* 
officer^  who*  suspected  that  he  had  deserted  fronr 
the  English^  ganison  at  Gibraltar;  but  Allan  af- 
firmed that  he  was  a  seaman,  and  that  he  was  going 
to  join  his  ship,  which  had  sailed  while  he  was 
ashore,'  but  which  he  houriy  expeeted^  to  enter  the 
harbour.  After  some  hesitation,  the  officer,  who 
appeared  to  be  a  genteel,  civil  man,  permitted  bimr 
to  depart. 

Allan  immediately  walked  down  to  the  harbour; 
but  great  was  his  disappointment  on  learning  that 
not  a.  single  English  vessel  was  thexe.  After  wan- 
dering: about  for  some  time,  he  accosted  a  little 
French  captain,'  whose- brig  had  brought  a  cargo  of 
corn  from  Corunna.  Most  of  his  ctew  were  stout 
Portuguese,  who  served  fdr  very  low  wages.  The 
captain  said  that  he  had  been  coasting  along  Spain 
and  Portugal  for  nearly  two  years,  and  was  now 
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going  to  return  home  to  Brest  in  ballast,  to  whicb 
place  he  offered  him  a  passage,  provided  he  assisted 
the  crew.  Allan  hated  work ;  but  now  he  was  in  a 
strange  land,  without  his  pipes,  and  ignorant  of  the 
language.  He  had  therefore  no  alternative^  but 
took  a  rope  by  which  the  com  was  hoisted,  and 
worked  hard  during  an  exceedingly  hot  day.  Houi^ 
after  hour  be  expected  the  crew  would  retire  for 
refreshment;  but^  excepting  a  jug  of  water^  no4 
thing  appeared  to  enable  the  men  to  support  the 
toil  they  endured  $  while  myriads  of  ffies,  fleas^ 
musquitoes,  cockroaches,  wasps,  and  other  active 
and  cruel  enemies,  tormented  the  indolent  piper  so 
effectually,  that  he  was  often  on  the  point  of  sink^ 
ing  down  upon  the  deck  in  despair. 

At  length  the  signal  for  dinner  was  given,  when 
his  raggy  and  lousy  shipmates  squatted  down 
around  a  dish  containing  a  piece  of  half-roaSted 
mutton,  which  was  instantly  torn  to  pieces  and  de^* 
voured.  One  fellow  offered  Allan,  in  derision,  a 
bare  scraggy  bone;  but  he  confined  himsell  to  a 
erust  of  bread,  which  he  was  fortunate  enough  t(> 
seize.  A  boy  nelct  brought  a  dish  of  garlic  and 
horse-beans,  fried  in  rancid  oil.  This  being  finished, 
the  feast  ended  by  plentiful  draughts  of  water  out 
of  a  small  bucket.  Smokkig  then  eommenoed; 
when  Allan  stole  on  shore,  determined  to  perish 
rather  than  endure  such  fatigue,,  and  join  in  such 
filthy  and  disgusting  repasts. 

As  Allan  walked,  along  the  harbour,  projecting  a 
great  variety  of  schemes,  the  night  rapidly  ap* 
proached,  when  seeing  many  large  piles  of  timber 
he  resolved  to  seek  shelter  amongst  them ;  but,  oi^ 
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ehtering  the  yard,  he  waa  fiercely  attaciLaEi   by  a 
iratnber  of  dogs.    These  with  di£Bk;ulty  be  kept  at 
bay  for  some  time  with,  stones ;  but  their  number 
and  theur  boldness  increasing^  be  was  obliged  to 
chmb  up  a  wood^i  pillar,  on  whidb,  thoug^h  aLaping 
and  narrow  at  the  tc^  he  was  compelled  to  halance 
himself  with  the  greatest  drcumiqpeetioii,   lest  he 
should  be  precipitated  amongst  the  voraid<ni&  traep 
below,  which  howled  with  rage  and  disappointziKSt: 
After  spending  the  night  in  great  agony  and  teoar, 
the  day  dawned,  when  the  dogs  gradually  retreated ; 
but  while  he  was  dismoij^nting  from  bia  peiiloua    ; 
deyation,*  's^eral  workmen  and  ship-carpenters  ap-     ^ 
peared,  who  saluted  him  with  repeated  roan  oi    I 
laughter.    Allan  stood  motionless,  being  fadiit  with 
fatigue,  hiingar,  and  tlurst,  and  dying  ^tk  Texa- 
tion ;  when  a  lady  that  was  passing  bedkooed  bim 
to'  follow  her.    The  laughter  was  renewed  on  Ms 
departure,  while  the  boys  pelted  him  jirith  stonea 
and  mud,  calling  out,  '*  English  heretic !" 

The  lady  conducted  him  to  a  house  not  far  das* 
tant ;  when,  throwing  back  her  veil  and  opening  a 
door,   A/6i  called,   and  three  other  females,   rery 
slightly  dressed,  appeared.    They  desired  Allan  to 
sit  down,  and  brought  him  bread,  figs,  and  excellent 
wine,  which  he  always  remembered  as  constituting 
the  most  delicious  repa3t  he  had  ever  enjoyed.     Be 
soon  discovered  *  that  he  was  in  a  house  dedicated  ta 
Venus,  and  that  his  beautiful  and  kind  hostess  wai 
a  Jewish  courtezan,  who  could  speak  a  little  Eng- 
lish, as  well  as  French.    Allan  told  a  fine  stocy 
about  his  gentility  and  his  misfortunes;  but  she 
paid  Httle  attention  to  his  relation,  while  she  never 
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overlooked  any  thing  which  could   protnote   his 
comfort. 

The  French  captain  visited  the  Jewess,  who^ 
learning  that  Allan  wished  to  accompany  him  to 
Brest,  soon  made  arrangements  to  that  effect  On 
this  being  communicated  to  him,.he  felt  much  mor- 
tified, as  he  neither  wished  to  leave  sudi  pleasant 
quarters,  nor  to  embark  in  such  a  vessel.  He  could 
not,  however,  decently  refuse  the  kind  offices  of  his 
hostess,  of  whom  betook  his'farewell  after  having 
lived  with  her  for  three  days.  The  Fi^eych  brig 
sailed  in  the  evening,  and  next  morning  a^  terrible 
hurricane  arose.  The  swell  was  so  prodigious,  that 
the  vessel  rolled  incessantly  gunwale  to.  Many  of 
the  crew  were  severely  bruised,  and  one  man  was 
canted  overbpard  and  drowned.  After  lying  to  for 
three  days  under  a  reefed  foresail,  the  wqather  be^ 
came  more  tolerably  and  the  topsails  were  set ;  but 
still  all  bandit  were^employed  at  the  pumps.  Th6 
fear  of  death  had  roused  Allan's  activity^  and  for 
once  he  laboured  very  hard.  Fortunately,  the  caiw 
penter  discovered  and  securedt  the  leak ;  ^d  the 
rigging  being  repaired,  the  vessel  proceeded  steadily 
before  an  excellent  breeze. 

During  the  prevalence  of  the  storm,  Allan  firmly 
believed  that  it  had  been  raised  by  some  isupemati»- 
ral  agent,  as  a  pumshment  upon  hin^  ibr  betraying 
the  trust  he  had  received  at  Tetuan.  This  impres- 
sion was  never  entirely  erased  from  his  mind»  and 
,  he  always  viewed  this  crime  with  peculia^r  feelings 
of  remorse.  -  •  . 

After  a  quick  passage,  one  fine  morning,  Brest, 
with  its  extensive  fortifications,  appeared  arranged 
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on  the  slope  of  a  hill  above  the  ship.  Allan  hal 
been  starved  and  hard-worked,  and  now  he  looked 
gharply  about  to  discover  how  he  might  be  indem- 
nified; but  he  could  lay  his  hands  upon  nottmvg 
eicept  a  fine  shirt  belonging  to  the  master,  whick 
he  concealed.  A^^oon  as  the  ship  came  to  ancha, 
he  stepped  on  shore ;  and  the  first  person  he  met 
vrsLS  a  drunken  mulatto,  a  native  of  Barbadoes,  who 
had  just  been  discharged  from  the  French  na?y, 
after  a  service  of  *  nine  years.  This  man  was  d^ 
lighted  t9  meet  with  an  Englishman,  and  insisted 
tipon  AUau  accompanying  him  to  a  wine-bouie. 

In  a  short  time,  they  were  joined  by  two  ladies, 
who  cheerfully  assisted  in  drinking  the  wine. 
Allan  soon  felt  an  irresistible  drowsiness  coine 
i^ver  Tiiin,  ind,  in  spite  of  his  utmost  efforts  to  the 
eontraiy^  he'fell  fast  asleep.  In  the  moming,  he 
awoke  cold  and  pained  by  the  awkward  posture  he 
had  sat  in.  On  looking  around  him,  he  saw  hii 
condpanion .  stretched  on  the  floor,  and  whom  he 
«wok6  with  much  diflSculty.  On  examining  hi« 
pockets,  the  poor  mulatto  found  he  had  been  robbed 
x>{  his  all.  Allan  was  enraged  at  this  bare-faced 
robbery ;  but  the  landlady  coolly  observed  that  she 
never  interfered  with  what  transactions  occurred 
amongst  her  customers ;  and  two  rufiSan-like  f^^ 
lows  entering,  Allan  and  his  companion  thought 
proper  to  walk  quietly  away. 

The  mulatto  borer  hit  misfortune  without  repifl- 
kig,  and  determined  to  go  to  St.  Malo,  where  he 
would  'get  a  ship  to  carry  him  to  Holland.  AUaB 
agreed  to  accompany  him;  and  k  police  <^ccr, 
haying  heard  of  their  loss,  procured  them  pasqpo* 
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Without  ^fficttlty.  ThejTfioon  left  Iprest,  and  trtit- 
veiled  along  a  dreary  road^  subsisting  on  the  sale  of 
two  sUk  handkerchiefs,  whidi  the  getoerous  midatto 
had  saved  withm  the  lining  of  his  cap« 

At  St  MaIo»  AUan,  to  his  gre^t  joy;  foun4  d 

aniall  English  vessel,  ooiHEQande^  by  a  very  young 

man^  whose  father,  the  captain,  liad  diec^  a  few  days 

before.    Findii^  him  timid  and  inexperiended,  Al- 

kii  assomed  high  airs,   said  he  was  an  opulent 

iknttggler,  had  o|ice  vessels  of  his  own,  and  would 

asrast  in  navigating  the  ship  across  the  Channel, 

with  which  he  was  well  acquainted.    T«he  youth 

was  delighted  in  procuring  so  profitable  and  useful 

a  passenger,  and  proposed  to  sail  with  the  nioming 

tide.     Allan,  having  ordered  a  sumly  of  fowk, 

fresh  meat,  fruits,  and  wine  to  be  pijtr^asi^  for  a 

sea  stock  oa  his  account,  went  op  sj^^or^  ipider  mi 

pretexll  of  ^  bus^Ss.     Having  borrowed'  a  nee^ 

and  some  thread  from  a  milliner,  he  retired  to  i 

private  place,  cut  up  tfhe  shirt  hd  had  stolen  at 

Brest,  and  seWed  a  quantity  o£  dried!  gra^s  in  ^the 

lin^i.    At  mght  he  returned  on  board,  and,  ^  with 

great  caution  and  mystery,  consigned  the  bundle 

to  the  master's  care^  assuring  him  tha£  it  contained 

neady  one  thoosmd  pounds'  worth  of  the  finest 

lace.  ,  " 

Duiing  th^  passage,  Allan  &red  sumptuously, 
and  frequently  ordered  the  master  to  givd  the  men 
a  bottle  or  two  of  brai|dy^  The  ship  was  a  heavy 
safiler ;  but  the  wvatiier  continued  very  fine  un^ 
they  weife  within  ten  leagues  of  the  English  coast^ 
when  the  oknlds  appeared  so  threatening,  t£at  tiik 
ahurmed  crew  hastened  to  trim  the  vessd:  In  a 
16  2  z 


368  LIFE.  or.   . 

little,  a  heavy  squall  burst  upon,  them,  when   tlie 
master  sent  his  mate  below  to  request  AUaa's  a«- 
sistfince,  who,  fearful  of  the  danger,  and  kuo¥dti^ 
his  own  deficiency,  ha4^  recourse  to  one  of  his  oWL 
tricks,  and  pretending  to  b^  in  a  fit,,  rolled  bis  eyes, 
foamed  at  the  mouth,  and  kicked  most  violeiitly- 
The  mate  instantly  returned  to  the  deck,  snatched 
up  a  hatchet,  and  cut  the  running  rigging.     Shortly- 
after,  the  vessel  righted,  when  Allan  came  upoa 
deck,  reproved  the  mate  for  bis  .want  of  skill  and: 
vigilance, .  and  lamented   that   his  old  complaint 
t^ould  have  attacked  him  whea  his  services  were  mp 
much  wanted. 

Next  mining  the  vessel  reached  Portsmouth^ 
when  AHan  proposed  to  land,  promising  to  return 
for  his  property  in  an  hour,  when  he  would  settle 
his  account  *  He  said  the  custom-house  officer  who 
had  come  cm  board  was  a  flat,  but  he  would  soon 
have  him  replaced  by  a  friend.    Whether  thema^^ 
ter  had  begun  to  suspect  the  honesty  of  his  passen-^ 
ger,  Allan  knew  not;  but  he  looked  grave  and 
queer.    However,  he  was  permitted  to  go  on  shore. 
He   immediately  walked   briskly  off,,  though   Jhe 
knew  not  what  direction  to  follow,  only  the  neces^ 
sity  of  removing  to  a  distande  was  urgent.    After 
travelling  a  few  miles,  a  gentleman's  carriage  pas^sed; 
but  in  going  up  a  hill,  Allan  overtook  it,  and  en- 
tered into  conversation  with  the  coachman,   whe 
said  he  had  been  sent  to  Portsmouth  with  his  mas- 
ter's youngest  son,  a  midshipman  in  the  navy,  and 
was  now  returning  to  Southampton,  to  which  plaoe 
he  offered  to  convey  him  for  a  small  sum  of  money. 
The  agreement  was  instantly  made,  and  Allan  got 
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into  the  coach,  and  was  rapidly  conveyed  along  the 
road  with  ease  and  comfort.    When  within  two 
mfles  o?  Southampton,  the  coach  stopped,  and  the 
coachman  requested  him  to  alight,  lest  his  master 
should  see  him,  whl(^l^  t^oiild  cause  the  loss  of  his 
place.    The  request  pleased  Allan,^  who,  being  pen- 
nyless,  had  long  been  projecting  a  scheme  for  elud*- 
ing  the  coachman,*  who  had  now  furnished  him' 
with  a  proper  excuse.    **  So,  so,^'  said  Allan,  "  then 
these  are  your  tricks  Upon  travellers !    But  take  me 
in  if  you  can.    I  bargained  to  be  carried  to^  Sioijathr 
ampton,  and  here  I  will  sit  until  you  carry  me 
there;  and  if  you  refuse,  3nou  shall  march  before 
your  betters.*'     The  poor  coachman  reasoned,  re- 
monstrated, and  •  entreated  in  vain — Allan  sat  still. 
But  at  last,  in  ti  counterfeited  paSsibn,  he  jumped 
out,  uttering  the  most  dreadful  threatj^nlngs  against 
the  terrified  drivet,  who  was  glad  to  se^  him  depart. 
After  walking  through  the  streets  under  a  heavy 
rain,  trying  to  devise  some  method  of  obtaining 
food  and  shelter,  he  heard  the  sound  of  ^  military 
fife  in  a  public  house,  and,  on  entering,  fotfnd  a  re- 
cruiting party  dancing.     He,  however,  concealed 
his  joy  under  ft  clownish  air,  and  boldly  ordered 
some  meat  and  drink.    While  eating,  the  serjeant 
repeated  a  long  and  hacknejred  harangue  on  the 
glorious  opportunity  an  aSpirihg'  young  man  en- 
joyed of  rising  In  their  regiment.    At  last,  Allan 
suffered  himself  to  be  prevailed  upon  to  enlist,  on 
condition  that  a  large  part  of  the  bounty  was  ad- 
vanced, that,  as  be  said,  he  ^  might  for  once  live 
like  a  prince."    But  he  spent  little,  and  soon  pre- 
tended to  be  intoxicated ;  when  he  heaf d  the  ser- 
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jemt  say,  '*  He  is  a  worthless^  drupken  wietdr;  buk 
we  will  soon  tame  him." 

In  the  morning,  AUan  wandered  to  anot^r  part 
of  the  town ;  and  finding  ailbthar  party  xecnutmg 
for  a  dragoon  regim^it,  he.  aiUsted  again.  In  a 
little  he  returned  to  his  lodgings,  in  ordear^to  secim 
a  few  articles  which  he  had  stolen  Yiom^the  ship 
that  broughl  him  to  England.  On  enterillkg,  he 
went  up  stairs,  and  wa9  putting  thes^  artades  mto 
his  pockets,  when  he  heacd  his  jtwo  seijeaQts  salotQ 
each  other  bdow.  The  ^is^fgooa  Ipiunp^ipiitly  mesa^ 
tioned  the  fine-looking  feJttoF  M  bad  adisted  that 
^(miing.  The  other  s^eamt  f^fllPQ^  irimiedialely 
to  suspect  the  fact,  for  he  hastily  fequired  a  desecip- 
tion  of  his  dress  and  appearance,  ^idiicb  bekig  giv^n, 
he  loudly  exclaimed,  *'  Oh,  t)ie  d**-d  Scotch  yilkon ! 
he  enlisted  with  me  only  last  ni{^t  He  is,  hoifi^ 
ever,  mj  recruit;  and  I  will  have  him  if  he  be  oil 
earth."  He  then  called  his  party,  an4  ordered  them 
to  go  in  search  of  the  deserter;  bu^  just  at  tliia 
time,  a  drummer  boy,  who  had  been  piaffing  with 
marbles  at  tiip  4ooi^  entered  and  infocmed  th^  Ser- 
jeant that  the  xecniit  had  just  gone  up  stwv. 

AUan  iQS^tly  saw  Ae  fixtmt  of  his  danger; 
but  it  was  Ml  these  .aitioal  occasions  t^t  his  inven- 
tive powers  and  varied  resources  wera  most  app«ireiit 
in  a  moment  he  locked  the  door,  and,  kaottiog  the 
bed-doaths  together,  ihiew  jone  end  out  of  the  win- 
dow, with  his  hat,  and  tied  the  other  end  to  the 
bed-post  He  had  theA  but  just  time  to  pop  hdav 
the  bed,  when  the  soldiers  broke  open  the  door. 
On  ent^i^g  and  perceiving  the  state  of  the  b$d- 
xloaths,  and  the  hat  lying  in  the  yard,  tiiey  vented 
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Uieir  roge  in  vain  threato  and  lueleBs  ^i^cisImm  t 
and  AUan  was  glad  to  see  than  all  set  dBfin  piumit 

.    Sfaorttjr  after,  the  landlcffd's  daughtar,  a  blooimng 

weioch  about  eighfefen  yearsr  of  age»  enteisd  to  untie 

:t|ie  bedM^ths,  and  AU2i  heard  her  mutter,  ''Poor 

CeUow !  t  hoffe  -he  will  escape  the  blobd-hound^" 

Hf  Jcftew  the  impwt  of  these  words,  and  remeni«> 

bemi  litat  he  had  said  some  civil  things  to.her on 

the -pr^f^adiflig  evening )  but  fearful  of  alamung  her, 

he  gave  a  gentle  han,  and  then  springing  up0i>  his 

feet,  pie^ented  her  sereaftiing  by  sealing  h^  Hpa 

-with  jtiis  0mL    He,  however,  soon  perceiyed  that 

there  was  no  danger  of  her  giving  the  least  alarm. 

iUlan  now  shewed  her  how  easily  he  could  have 
escaped;  and  protested,  most  solemnly,  that  the 
dread  of  never  seeing  her  again  had  restrained  him, 
and  induced  him  to  bmve  every  danger  rather  than 
lose  the  opporbinity  of  deelating  \m  love.    The 
i^redulous  gill  believed  the  flattering  taie,  but  pM- 
tepded  to  hUme  him  for  deserting.    ^  Oh !"  said  he^ 
^  that  was  indeed  a  foolish  frolic;-  but  I  will  return 
the  money  when  I  reach  hbrne.    I  have  a  small 
estate  in  Westmordand,  and  have  Just  been  visiting 
a  rich  pld  unde  near -Portsnicaith,*  with, whom  I 
quanrdSed,  and  in  revenge  first  squandered  my  cash 
and  then  a^ted,    I  have  now  put  myself  in  yoUr 
hands.     Only  proeuiae  me  the  means. of  gettkig 
home,  and  my  hand  is  yours  if  you  find  it  worthy 
of  acceptance/'    In  short,  he  succeeded  in  gainii^ 
t^  coi^denoe  of  the  inej^perienced  girl,  who  con- 
ducted him  to  her  own  chamber,  where  she  assured 
him  he  was  safe,  as  her  mother  was  too  oorpulmrt  to 
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venture  so  high  up^  and  she  could  easily  keep  tiie 
servants  below. 

Allan,  during  the  day»  was  well  supplied  ^tb 
meat  and  drink ;  and  at  night  he  made  prepaiaidons 
to  depart.    But  his  young  protectress  assured  him 
that  the  soldiers  suspected  he  was  secreted  in  the 
town,   and   were   looking   out   to  intercept  him. 
They  had  also,  she  said,  advertised  him;  so  that 
there  was  no  probability  of  escaping   at  present 
She  therefore  advised  him  to  remain  where  he  was, 
and  she  would  sleep  in  the  lumber  garret.    Man 
approved  of  her  advice,  and,  finding  himself  in  snog 
quarters,  agreed  to  remain  until  he  ^could  depart 
with  less  danger. 

Before  a  week  eli^sed,  he  grew  impatient  of  hii 
confinement ;  but  having  promised  to  take  the  gbi 
along  with  him,  he  knew  not  how  to  escape  witboat 
her  knowledge.  As  his  dres%  Ig^  heeo  minutBlj 
described^  she  procured  him  one  of  her  father's  best 
suits,  and  gave  him  ten  guineas  to  keep  for  her, 
which, was  the  whole  amount  of  her  savings.  In 
two  dayjs  it  was  agreed  they  should  elop^,  and  take 
coach  for  Bristol,  where,  after  being  married,  tbejr 
were  to  engage  a  passage  in  the  first  vessd  that 
sailed  to  Whitehaven.  •  ,    ' 

But  on  that  very  night,  when  he  knew  the  fe. 
males  were  ^igaged  in  preparing  a  washing,  hi 
slipped  down  stairs,  and  watched  till  the  landlord 
went  to  the  cellar.  He  then  walked  through  the 
kitchen  with  the  greatest  deliberation,  imitating  a 
singular  motion  of  the  head  which  the  landlord  had 
contracted ;  and  whether  the  enormous  buttons  tod 
old-fashioned  cut  of  the  coirf;  deceived  the  company, 
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or  that  they  were  too  eager  in  bettiiKg  cm  d  horse- 
race that  had  to  be  run  on  the  following  day»  he 
could  not  say ;  biit  no  one.  seemed  to  notice  him. 


CpAFTER  XXIII. 

Sumny  Kight—Robben-^RewaErd— Readies  Wincfaester— Qoaci:  Doctor— Pto^ 
cures  a  new  Pair  of  Pipes— UnfeeUn^  Irish  Woman— Eloptaiefti— Arrest  a€ 
AodoTer-^Bscapes  ftom  Prison— Secret  Saws— Enlists  at  Salisbiiiy— Deserts- 
Retaken— Ctirioas  Escape— Wedding— CardS'— Dumb  Scene— An  old  female 
Friend. 

A.LLAN  hurried  out  of  Southampton;  and*aU  . 
though  the  night  iva*  stormy  and  exceedingly  dark,' 
he  travelled  with  great  expedition^  being  appreheh* 
sive  that  when  the  innkeeper's  -  daughter  missed 
him,  she  would,  under  the  influence  of  passion,  send 
the  soldiers  in  pursuit.  After  'passing  many  bad 
cross-roads,  the  violence  of  the  rain  and  wind  com* 
pelled  him  to  take  shelter  in  a  farmer's  shed,  which 
was  filled  with  straw.  Here  he'composedf  himsetf 
to  sleep,  but  was  soon  alarmed  by  the  apjifoabh  of 
twT>  men,  whom  he  concluded  were  servants  who . . 
had  probably  come  to  carry  off  some  straw ;  but  he 
was  soon  undeceived  when  they  sat  down  near  to 
him,  and  began  to  curse  a  dog  which  they  agreed 
to  destroy.  From  their  conversation,  it  appeared 
that  the  dog  had.  frustrated  an  attempt  to  rObits 
master's  house,  whose'  name  they  chanced  to  men^ 
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titfk  faf  abtHit  half  an  hour  the  tahi  ceHed,  ani 
the  d[^  began  to  bieak,  when  the  rofaiwits  vo«&  and 
depiitad. 

Allan,  on  mature  consideration,  thought  i€  w<n\\d 
be  advisaUe  to  inform  the  gentleman  of  his  im- 
pending danger,  and,  about  breakfast-time,  entered 
the  adj<nning  farm-house,  and  enquired  fcnr  his  res- 
dence.  The  farmer  said,  *^  Oh !  the  hall  is  just  over 
yon  hill.  That  gentleman  is  my  landlord,  and  tbe 
best  in  aU  England ;  and  I  will  shew  you  tbe  road 
jin  a  minute."  When  Allan  was  intiroduced  to  the 
:g^tlenwv  be  related  the  conversatioii  which  hs 
had  aoeidMtaily  heard,  andi  which  was  mtaMdiateiy 
cxe^ted^  from  the  uncommon  notse  Hie  dog^  had 
made  during  the  night  An  invitation  to  break£Kt 
and,  to  spend  the  day  followed;  and  sevoal  men 
itier#  appomted  to>  wi^ch  1^  ^ranais^     All  ife- 


quiefti  untH  the  wprchdi  cf  tfav  ei^nit^ 
whsft.the  toU)ers  wer&  both  detecfied  iil^Evaiet  ol 
Hmemmg  some  pietsea  oi  mw  itidat  near  the*  Sog^s 
kenneli  u^  the  stable^yard.  Oit  being  earned'  belwe 
a  magBtrate,  AUan  ^i^ted/that  he  was^  a  feinma 
near  Rifpon  hi  Yorkshire,  who  had  been*  \imtmg  a 
relatron  at  a  4)ort  distance  from  Southamptoa';  hot 
hlMring^  lost  his  way^  he  took  shdter  iiva  s&ed  t31 
dayul^ht,  when  th^sa  men  entered,  and  bc^^  ta 
piqjeet  the  zobbecy^  as  he  had  stated  ta  the  gentle^ 
«tan  conoemed^  A  piece  of  the  meat  was  next 
given)  to  a  little  dog,  which,. in  about  twenty  mi- 
iiutes».  died  in*  great  agony.  The  prtsonecs  were 
inttnediately.eommitttd}  and  the  magisfnte,  ha;vt 
ing  taken  Alhm^s  ad<k«s^  compfimeirted  him  en  the 
jfK'pnAy  of  hia  conduct:    Hext  meming  he  pnv 
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6^eded  on  his  journey,  after  receiving  n  present  of 
two  guineas  from  the  gentleman. 
.  Allan  proceeded  direct  to  Winchester ;  and  hav* 
•ing  now  plenty  of  money  in  his  purse,  he  restimed 
his  fayourite  hahits  of  dissipation;  In  a  few  days, 
he  got  acqaainted  with  a  mountehack  quack  doctor, 
who  introduced  him  to  his  wife,  a  very  handsome 
Irish  woman,  seemingly  ahout  twenty  years  younger 
than  her  husband.  He  pretended  to  be  highly  de- 
lighted with  the  hun^our  and  variety  which  the 
doetor's  profession  embraced;  and  said  that  as  he 
was  a  musical  airiateury  he  had' taken  a  whitn  to 
play  for  him,  {)rovrded  he  would  order* him  a-p^ 
of  small  pipes  from  Londoh,  which  h^  would  pay 
for  as  soon  as  received.  The  doctor  applauded  the 
project,  and  promised  to  write  for  them  immediately. 
.This  was  an  act  of  Jfbresight  ^d  prudence  not  very 
common  to  Allan  i  but  When  deprived  of  ,hi^  pipesr, 
he^  always  safd  he  iiilt  himself ''  unaitaed/' 

The  doctor  visited  certain  neighbouring  towns  oik 
stated  days,  when  Allan  never  faued  to  vidit  his  wife ; 
and  it  was  sooo  agreed  that  they  sjiiould  plunder  him 
and  elope.  As  the  doctor  always  darned  his  mfoney 
about  his  person,  his  wife  proposed  to  give  him  a 
sleepy  potion.  Abandoned  as  Allan  was,  he  shud- 
dered at  this  proposition ;  as  'he  knew  well,  if  the 
poor  man  drank  ha*  potion,. he  \Vould  never  wake 
again.  He  therefore  propoi^d  to  iAttoicicate  the  doc- 
tor; to  which  scheme  she  agreed  with  reluctance, 
but  vowed  to  be  reVengeiJ  on  "  the  d— ^d  rascal,**  for 
the  cruel,  usage  she  had  receive^  from  hiuiv 

When  the  pipes  arrived,  Allan's  money  was 
j^arly  all  spent;  and  thjp  doctor  was  too  eufiiiihg 
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to  give  then  ap  witiiout  receiving    their  Valae. 
However,  it  was  finally  agreed  that  he  should  retam 
possession  oi  the  pipes,  and  pay  Allan  ten  slaUingS' 
a  week  for  playing.    They  then  adjouraed  to  a  ta^ 
vevn*  to  seal  the  bargain  with  a  glas»  a£  brandy^ 
when^  AUan  managed  the  business  with  aacfa  ad» 
dress,  a»  to  enjoy  the  satisfaction  of  canyvoig  tiie 
doctor  home  on  his  back.    His  wi£r  "Wbs  ]^eased 
beyond  measure,  and  praised  and  kissed  ASiMfat 
bis  adroibiiess.    The  poor  doctor  was  soon,  undress* 
ed,  and  ftn  hundred  and  five  guineas  were  irand 
Mcreted  in  his  galrments,  in  small  parcels^  each  am^ 
taining  seveffi  guineas.    **  This,''  said  his  worthless 
wife,  <'  he  always  caUed  a  lucky  number ;  and  if  it 
be  lucky  to  the  hider,  it  will  surely  be  doubly  90 16^ 
tlte  finder.**    She  then  tore  her  husbands  ckatba 
inter  pieces^  and  would  have  done  him  a  serious  bo- 
dily injury  had  Allan  permitted  it.    The  vindictive 
woman  next  threw  all  his  salve  boxes  upon  tbe^ 
floor/ and  trampled  them  to  pieces;  and  broke  aU 
the  medicine  bottles,  and  poured  their  contents 
into  the  fik-place.    She  then  held  her  clenched  fist 
at  the  face  of  her  unconscious  husband,  and  ex- 
daimed,  ''You  rascal!  did  I  not  say  I  would  be     I 
revenged  when  you  gave  me  a  blow  without  pro-     j 
vocation?'*  | 

The  enfuriate^*  woman  then  sat  down,  counted 
over  the  gold  witn  great  deliberation,  and,  having 
tied  it  up  in  a  handkerchief^  put  it  into  her  pocket; 
aaying,  **  111  stand  purser,  and  will  take  care  that 
this  lasts  until  you  receive  your  annuity,  vfhidi  I 
think  you  said  would  bfe  due  in  three  months.*" 
Allan  did  not  like  this  arrangement,  but  thought  it 
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prudent  to&cquiesce;  though- he  internally  vowed 
to  punish  her. 

The  fu^tives,  oa  reaching  Andover,  entered  a 
public  hou9e,  and  ordered  breakfast.  Two  men 
fallowed  them  into  the  Toom,  and  called  for  some 
gin;  and  Allan  observed  that  one  of  them  eyed 
him  with  uncommon  attention.  He  felt  uneasy  at 
iiis  scrutinizing  looks,  and  was  glad  when  he  left 
the  room.  However,  he  still  felt  a  dread  of  some 
approaching  misfortune,  and  dispatched  his  breaks- 
fast  as  ^ickly  as  possible ;  but  he  hadr  not  ''gone 
above  a  hundred  yards  from  the  house,  when  he 
Inet  the  same  man  approaching  with  a  party  of  soL 
diers.  After  again  viewing  him  attentively,  he 
cried,  *^ Seize  him;  I  am  quite  positive  he  is  the 
fellow  r**  when  a  serjeant  advanced^  and  said,  "  Sir, 
you  are  my  prisoner ;"  adding,  "  I  am  an  old  soldier, 
tand  dislike  this  business,  but  am  compelled  to  do 
my  duty."  Then  turning  to  the  man,  he  continued 
with-a  frown,  **  That  gentleman  has  been  pleased  to 
charge  you  with  desertion,  which  I  hope  from  my 
soul  is  not  trua''  Allan  counterfeited  the  utmost 
astonishment  at  the  ridiculous  charge,  but  thanked 
the  segeant  for  his  politeness.  The  serjeant  then 
requested  the  men  to  walk  on;  and  in  order  to 
avoid  the  observations  of  the  town's  people,  he 
walked  airpn  in  arm  with  his  prisoner  to  the  .guard- 
house. 

Allan  sat  down  here  overwhelmed  with  disap* 

pointment,  grief,  and  vexation ;  for  his  lovdy  com-> 

•panion,  the  doctor's  worthy  spouse,  had  coolly  and 

ihdificMntly  walked  off,  the  minute  he  was  arrested, 

ilsrithout   apology  cr  ^ving  him  the  least  trifle 
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though  she  knew  he  had  not  a  farthing  *    Tlie  oflS- 
cer  shortly  after  entered,  and  in  a  severe  and  pe- 
remptory tone,  ordered  him  to  be  confined   in  the 
prison,  pbserving  that  "a  desperate  man    sfaoold 
expect  desperate  treatment*'    The  jailor  cM^fiiHy 
examined  his  pockets  and  his  little  bundle^    Bnd 
even  deprived  him  of  his  knife,  before  he  was  Icx^ed 
lip  in  a  cell.    It  was  only  after  the  most  earnest 
entreaty,  that  he  was  permitted  to  retain  his  ]^pes, 
to  cheer  his  solitude.    In  reply  to  his  threats  and 
remonstrances,  the  jailor  said  he  might  prosecute 
the  captain  for  false  imprisonment  if  he  pleased,  foF 
he  actpd  entirely  by  his  orders. 

Allan  viewed  his  dreary  ceD,  but  saw  np  way  of 
escape  except  by  the  window,  which  was  secured 
by  strong  iron  bars.  These  he  determined  to  saw 
asunder  until  they  yielded  to  his  strength ;  though 
this  was  a  mode  he  always  avoided  if  possible,  as  it 
was  attended  with  great  labour  and  a  noise  whicii 
might  lead  to  detection.f     When  the  jsdlor  bad 


*  Allan's  motires  of  action  geneinDy  originated  in  an  nnmixe4 
kind  oi  selfism;  and  He  seldom  stopped  to  examine  their  monJity. 
His  biograplier  )i^  also  chosen  to  pourtray  them  simply  as  thej 
occurred^  unmixed  with  any  of  his  own  censures^  apologies^  or  re- 
flections: yet  from  this  circumstance  they  acquire  uncomnKm  in- 
-terest  and  force.  Every  reader  observes  and  judges  for  himself; 
and  perhaps  there  are  few  who  recollect  a  more  disgusting  and 
Instructive  representation  of  a  profligate  and  wicked  woman  than 
what  is  here  exhibited* 

t  The  author  writes^  *'One  evening,  in  a  confidential  conTeBn- 

tion,  Allan  was  defending  the  miraculous  reproduction  of  Lot's 

.  ipnfe's  fingers  whenever  ope  was  qit  off;  and  in  order  to  •strengthen 

his  argument  J  he  produced  a  small  tin  box^  containing  one  of  tlui^ 
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made  hk  last  round,  he  commenced  his  operations, 
«nd  in  a  few  hours  succeeded  in  removing  the  mid- 
dle bar ;  but  the  aperture  being  too  small,  he  was 
obliged  'to  begin  the  tedious  task  of  removing  an-* 
other,  which  occupied  the  time  till  near  the  break  of 
day.  He  then  left  the  prison,  exulting  in  having 
deceiived  the  officer,  the  jailor,  and  the  informer. 

Allan   proceeded  for  several  miles  with  great 
speed,  until  he  became  faint  for  want  of  food ;  and 
having  no  money,  he  was  obliged  to  sell  one  of  his 
shirts  to  procure  something  to  eat.    On  entering 
Salisbury,  he  agdin  enquired  for  a  recruiting  Ser- 
jeant, he  enlisted,  and,  notwithstanding  the  precau- 
tions of  the  party,  deserted  on  the  third  day.    As 
usual,  he  fled  with  great  speed  during  the  night ; 
but  next  morning,  supposing  himself  out  of  danger, 
he  walked  leisurely  along  the  Bristol  road,  when, 
on  a  sudden,  he  was  overtaken  and  seized  by  three 
mounted  dragoons.     Escape  being  impossible,  he 
got  up  behind  one  of  them  with  a  good  grace ;  and 
they  returned  towards  Salisbury  at  a  quick  pace. 
In  order  to  avoid  some  new-laid  stones  upon  the 
road,  they  passed  close  to  a  gentleman's  garden  wall, 
and  seeing  some  fine  horses  grazing  in  a  park  on 
the  opposite  side,  they  drew  up  to  admire  them; 


lady's  fingers  and  sereral  other  cariosities,  amongst  which  was  a 
dngolar  saw,  yery  short,  with  two  joints  at  each  end.  The  bade 
was  made  of  iron,  with  a  groore  to  admit  the  saw^  so  that  the 
whole  instmment  went  into  very  little  compass.  This  was  con- 
cealed so  eiFectually  in  the  dub  formed  by  his  hair,  as  never  to 
have  been  discovered,  thongh  he  had  often  been  strictly  searched. 
He  had  also  a  very  small  bottle,  containing  a  liquid  capable  of 
corroding  iron  in  a  very  short  ti|ne/' 
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i?beh  Allan  seized  the  oppoftiinity,  dod  in  a 
ment  placed  his  feet  upon  the  hcnrse's  back,  and  by 
a  sudden  spring  leaped  over  the  garden  walL     The 
dragoons   immediately  rode   up   to   the  entrance 
lodge,  and,  in  rather  ah  insolent  tone,  demanded 
admittance  into  the  garden.     The  young  esquire 
happening  to  pass  at  the  time,  reproved  tiiem  for 
their  impertinehoe ;  and  after  a  warm  altercatiofif 
the  soldiers  retired,  vowitig  vengeance  upon  tJw 
young  gentleman  and  his  servants  for  impeding  ihi 
king's  service. 

Allan,  having  taken  shelter  in  an  old  green-house^ 
had  covered  himself  over  with  a  quantity  of  sand, 
ahd  lay  under  great  apprehensions  of  discovery  for 
above  half  an  hour,  when  the  gardener  and  the 
young  esquire  entered.    On  looking'round,  the  lat- 
ter exd^med,  ^'The  unfortunate  man  is  not  here 
either  ;*'  which  encouraging  expression  induced  Al^ 
\m  to  discover  himself.    The  young  gentleman  im- 
mediately conducted  him  to  his  father,  who  de- 
manded in  a  stem  niahner  why  he  had  deserted. 
He  answered  that  he  had  been  eiiliiited  while  in  a 
iitatet)f  into^dcation,  and  had  neither  received  loij 
bounty-money  nor  been  sworn  in.    The  old  gentte- 
man  observed  that  these  circumstances  were  some 
extenuation  of  his  crime,  but  advised  him  to  depart 
immediately.     When  Allan  was  passing  througfi 
the  hail,  the  servants  stopped  him  untU  he  drank  a 
;|Ug  of  excellent  ale:  they  also « filled  his  i pockets 
-with  cold  victuah;  arid,  at  the  gate,  the  young 
esqiiird  slipped  a  guinea  into  his  hand. 

Fearful  lest  tlie  soldiers  should  return  arid  again 
trace  bis  route,  he  took  shelter  in  a  plantation  until 
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St  wag  dark;  when  he  resumed  his  journey,  and 
travelled  all  niglrt  At  day-break  he  entered  .a  vil^ 
lage,  and,  wai»  surprised  to:  find  the.  rustics  dressed 
in  their  best  ^ttire.  At  th^.  ale^houise  he  was  in* 
formed,  tbot^  an  opulent  ilieighhouring  fariiier.  was 
to  be  married  in  about  aiL  hour's  time  to  a  young 
lady  of  fortune.  He  thought  this  might  prove  a 
kicky  circumstance ;  and  after  sleeping  a  few  hours;, 
he  repaired  to  the  scehe  of  festivity;  where^he  found 
the  dancers  endeavouring  to  keep '  time  to.  onf 
wretched  violin.  He  retired  and  prepared  his 
pipes;  and  when  the'  m3c£  dance  cpmm^ced,  .iif 
entered  playing.  The  dancersi  shouted  for  joy ,  and 
moved  witii  renewed!  deUght  to  his  exhifiratii^ 
xmisi(^.  In  the  evening/  when;  the!  amusement^ 
oiased»  the  bridegroom  paid  him  handsomely^  tad 
Invited  him  to  spend  a  few  days  in  his  honse.  . 

Several  young  farmers  now  retired  io  speifdJtii» 
KHiainder  of  the  evening  at'the  ale-house,  and  Alv 
Ian  accompanied  them..  The  glass  was  freely  cireur* 
lated,  and  in  a  shcMt  time  he  proposed  a  game  at 
cards,  wliich  was  eagerly  agreed  to.  But  the  inejb- 
perienced  youths  saw  through  their  folly  next 
morning,  as  the  crafty  gamester  pocketed. abovte  fif- 
teen pounds  of  their  mc»iey.  '  Dreading  their  ven- 
geance, he  decamped  the  same  night,. and. walked 
northward,  intending  now  to  proceed  straight  foiv 
ward  to  Nortbiimberknd. 

On  entering  a  public  rfaouse  at  !DevizeSt  a.  man 
tapped  him  on  the  shoulder,  ahd  said,  **  Sir,  you  are 
my  prisoner.'*  With  his  usual  piretence  of  miiid^ 
he  turned  shai^ly  about;  and'  taking  six-penoe  frani 
his  pocket,  sigped  that  he  was  not.  beggings  axul 
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then  made  the  hmdlord  understand  that  he  intendd 
to  spehd  one-third  of  the  six-pence  in  ale.  In  shorty 
he  acted  the  dumb  man  to  siich  perfection^  that  the 
whole  company  joined  in  requesting  the  constable 
not  to  disturb  him.  But  the  officer  persisted  in  as^ 
serting  that  he  was  a  deserter  and  imposter^-  and 
could  hear  and  speak  as  well  as  any.  ^les^it.  Seve> 
nd  plans  of  detection  were  now  suggested, .  very 
wisely  in  Allan's  hearing,  who  was  consequent/y 
prepared  to  defeat  them.  -  Amongst  other  diaUow 
artifices,  a  pistol  was  fired  dose  to  his  ear  witboot 
producing  any  effect  This  trial  firmly  establidied 
their  belief  in  his  innocetice,  and  even  the  constabk 
Beemed  ta  be  satisfied.  Having  Idsurely  drank  hit 
pint  of  ale,  he  rose^  and  was  ddiberately  stepping 
but  of  the  kitchen  door^  when  a  bucket  of  cold 
water  was  dashed  into  his  face.  This  unexpected 
aikd  provoking  salute  caused  him  to  forget  the  cha- 
racter he  had  assumed^  and  he  roared  out,  ^'  X) — a 
you  !  what's  that  for  ?"  when  the  constable  instantly 
^ized  him.  After  i  desp^itte  but  unava&lii^ 
struggle,  he  was  secured  and  delivered  to  an  officer 
who  commanded  a  detachment  then-  quartered  ia 
the  town. 

The  officer  sent  for  the  seijeant  of  the  guard,' and 
ordered  him  to  confine  Allan  in  the  black  hole  ad*^ 
joining  the  ^uard-house.  When  they  arrived  at 
the  door  of  this  dismal  cell,-  the  Serjeant's  wife  was 
standing  with  his  dinner,  and  seemed  to  eye  the 
prisoner  with  a  mixture  of  surprise  and  concern. 
.Allan  thought  he  had  seen  her  befbre;  but  th^ 
danger  of  his  situation  did  not  permit  him  to  reflect 
'0Df  the  subject.    On  examining  bis  prison,  he  founft- 
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that  escape  would  be  vety  ^iilicult»  but  detennined 
to  try  the  chimney  about  midnight.  While  sitting 
musing  on  the  disagreeable  prospect  before  him,  the 
door  of  his  prison  was  gently  opened,  and  by  the 
light  of  the  moon  he  perceived  a  female  figure 
mu£9ed  up  in  a  cloak.  She  advanced,  and  said  in  a 
whisper,  ^I  have  run  great  risks  in  entering  this 
place  to  give  you  Uberty;  and  my  unsuspecting 
husband  may  suffer  for  his  supposed  negligence, 
unless  you  can  break  or  bend  those  iron  bars  at  the 
window."  She  then  put  a  large  poker  in  his  hand ; 
and  in  a  short  time  he  wrenched  two  of  the  grates 
fr6m  their  fastenings.  The  kind  stranger  then  re- 
opened the  door,  and  said,  **  Quick !  fly !  no  thanks, 
but  remember  Dumfries.''  The  mystery  was  now 
solved ;  and  he  recollected  that  the  jailor^s  daughter 
of  Dumfries,  the  seijeant's  j^ife,  and  his  deliverer^ 
were  the  same  person. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

flight  «iid  citnme  Thtnt— Stab  Two  Fo!li-*-Coimiiciieei  Fiociiig-iuitcv  at 
Brifftol— Fligbt  to  Halifax— The  Newipapera^Shdter  in  •  Hajr-IofU-ReMliM 
DarlingtoD-^Rolw  Bet  Whition— Life  of  that  odebtated  Cfaaractar. 

AXiLAN,  after  his  happy  escape  from  the  black 
hole,  according  to  his  custom  in  such  cases,  struck 
across  the  country;  and,  in  passing  a  farm-house, 
ttole  a  goose,  upon  which  he  regaled  himself,  though 

8  B    ' 
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iBW»  on  the  foUawii^  day,  whaoh  he  spent  in  a  cct^ 
field.    At  pight  he  resumed  his  journey  S  butw^'le 
ws^king  sikutly  aloiag  a  dike,  two  men^  sprung  iif 
before  \nxa^    The  stoutest  seized  him  by  the  throifc^ 
f^i^og^y  d^siiied  him  upon  th^  groHiid,  und  woiM 
tuive  plunged  ^  kpife  whi^.  he  hi^ld  ii^to  ^  bodjri: 
Im4  not  h)a  comrade  intepferedr    But  tbe  ni^m 
st^  held  him  down,  saying,  with  a  hprrid  oath^  th^l 
he  wouH  ''•dispatch  the  infemi^  spy.**     Allaa  hsiA 
mm  p^tly  recovered  frofid  this  alaiwipg"  shocks  an^ 
sppq  ePfKviaoed  them  of  h|s  syn^pe^tliy  «ad  znaooeai 
ipt^^oqs,;   wheq  the  she^>^tea}ers   gave  i^  % 
p]^cQ  of  Ipe^  and  salt  mutton>  a»d  sui^R^Fad  bim  tO" 

411(u»»  dAer  eating  the  mutton,  dedaj^  tb«t  hf 
solE^red  nv¥^  f^o^i  thiinst  thM%  he  had  done  in  tfte  | 
des^rt^  oC  Tartwy>  ^.t  length,  he  discovered  cf^  [ 
grazing ;  and  having  found  a  dodj^  ww,  be  milked  j 
his  shoe  full,  and  drank  tiU  he  was  satisfied.  When 
asked  afterwards  how  he  could  drink  milk  out  of 
such  an  unseemly  cup,  he  replied,.  **  You  were  nev^ 
diy.** 

In  leaving  Devizes,  he  had,  in  order  to  avoid  de- 
tection, taken  a  south-west  direction;  but  on  ap- 
proaching Welb,  be  turned  northward  towards 
Bristol,  where  he  expected  to  find  a  vessd  that 
would  carry  him  to  the  north  of  Ehgknd.  TOs 
night  he  had  travelled  a  considerable  distance ;  and 
about  day-break  he  hid  himself  in  a  thick  coppice 
near  to  a  gentleman's  bouse^  wh^re  he  soon  (A 
a^l^p.  About  noon  he  was  aroused  by  the  clash- 
ing, of  sword%  and,  cautiously  raising  his  head,  sair 
tWQ  youths  amusing  themselves  with  foils.    After 
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fbndi^  for  iotni  tittiB,  tbey  laid  do^n  the  foils,  arid 
^tt^ed  avrajr,  Allan  eyed  the  foilS'witii  a  cbvetoui 
^fjre;  and  notwithstanding  their  smaH  value,  and 
the  dfinger  of  ste&Bng  thenl,  he  crawled  upon  hid 
bands  and  kneels  to  the  spot,  and  having'  secured 
them,  retreated  for  shelter  towards  the  ientrfe  of  the 
j^kiitatton,  whefe  he  reihairied  tiU  night 

Next  itidming  fae  entered  Bristol ;  and  cm  psCssing 
idong  one  of  the  streets,  he  observed  some  youths 
^eing  him  attentively,  a[nd  hteard  one  of  them  say^ 
^*He  is  certainly  a  fencing-master/  Allan  sei^ecl 
the  Unt,  and  t^e  idea  of  turning  it  to  advantage 
absorbed  every  other  consideration.  He  immedi- 
ately went  into  a  genteel  tavern,  and  in  broken 
English  requested  to  see  the  landlord,  whom  he 
gave  to  understand  that  he  was  a  French  gentle- 
rnan,  who,  being  obliged  to  fly  on  aceount  of  an 
^air  of  honour,  iql^ded  to  ainuse  him^lf  by 
teaeMng  young  gentleni^'  the  art  of  defence  with 
the  smaU  sword,  until  he  could  return  to  his  native 
4;ountry.  The  landlord  imagining  that  he  might 
profit  by  tir*  scheme,  exerted  himself  to  procure 
Mbrisieuir  De))6nd  (the  name  he  assumed)  pupils. 
Nor  was  he  entirely  inadequate  to  the  task,  as  he 
had,  while  in  France,  acquired  considerable  ^kill  in 
the  sinafl  swcn^d  exercise,  in  additibn  to  the  know- 
ledge Whidi  all'  Gipfflies  possess,  in  ttie  -  siri  of  self- 
defence,  y 

On  the  Stst  Aigfit  Of  hi^  a^peai'afac^  ifa  th'^  new' 
dilu^ter^  hk  i'ecieived  fifteen  guineifs,  being  the 
ebtrance^^idney  of  so  many  pupils ;  and  acc^uitted 
himself  to  th^ir  entire  sdtiisfaction.  At  the  conclu- 
Aoti^  i  ^etftleman^  who  v^ued  Mjiiself  dn  Ms  skill 
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in  fencing,  invited  Allan  to  take  a  breatfaiiig  widi 
him.    The  proposal  was  acceded  to  with  apparent 
cheerfulness ;  and  he  acquitted  himself  with  a  skill 
and  address  that  extorted  the  plaudits  of  the  com- 
pany.   When  preparing  for  another  round,  he  hap* 
pened  to  look  towards  some  strangers  who  -wen 
entering  the  room,  amongst  whom  he  recognized 
the  two  gentlemen  to  whom  the  foils  heionged^ 
His  guilty  fears  instantly  alarmed  him  (fcH*  there  is 
no  reason  to  suppose  they  could  have  suspected  him 
to  be  a  thief),  and  pretending  sudden  indispositioD, 
he  retired  to  his  chamber,  secured  his  bundle^  and 
was  soon  at  some  distance  from  Bristol. 

AUan  travelled  partly  on  foot,  and  partly  by  the 
stage  coaches,  until  he  reached  Halifax  in  Y<»k- 
shire.    Here  he  concluded  he  was  perfectly  safe; 
and  being  pleased  with  his  fencing  speeulatian  at 
Bristol,  he  resolved  to  try  it  here  also*    With  this 
intention  he  entered  the  principal  inn,  and  in  had 
English  explained  his  views  to  the  landlord,  who 
promised  to  patronize  him^  but,  at  the  end  of  three 
^ys,  was  able  to  procure  only  six  pupils.    On  the 
fourth  morning,  while  Allan  and  the  landlady  were 
at  breakfast,  the  newspaper  was  laid  upon  the  taUe, 
and  the  latter  took  it  up  and  began  to  read  for  his 
amusement.    But  at  last,  to  his  complete  disocanfi- 
ture,  she  came,  to  a  particular  account  of  his  swin« 
dling  conduct  at  Bristol;  and  when  reading  tfa^ 
description  of  his  person  and  dress,  she  involuntaiily 
glanced  her  eyes  towards  him.    He,  however,  sat 
with  all   the  calm  effrontery  of .  an  experienoed 
cheat;  but  was,  in  the  mean  time,  debating  with 
himself  on  the  pjropriety  of  bursting  out  of  tbi» 
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lopm^  and  Keeking  s&tety  in  flight.  Just  at  this 
moment,  two  travdlers  arrived, '  wlien  he  seized  the 
opportunity  of  leaving  the  house ;  and  seeing  a  lad- 
der standing  against  a  wall  at  the  end  of  a  gentle- 
man's stable,  he  without  hesitation  ascended,  and 
took  refuge  in  the  hay-loft. 

When  he  heard  the  grooms  leave  the  stables,  he 
hegm.  to  examine  the  place;  and  finding  a  door 
which  led  to  a  room  where  the  grooms,  slept,  he  en- 
tered, examined  their  chests,  and  took  a  new  fustian 
dress,  a  few  shirts  and  stockings,  and  some  other 
articles.    When  it  was  dark,  he  equipped  himself 
in  the  groom's  dress,  and,  the  ladder  being  removed, 
lowered  himsdf  down  from  a  window,  and  walked 
quickly  all  night,  living  upon  beans  which  he  had 
found  in  the  loft.     Leaving  Leeds  and  Rippon 
Upon  hifr  fight,  be  at  length  reached  Darlington, 
whidi  be  resolved  to  pass  through  without  stop- 
ping; but  meeting  the  celeln^ted  Bet  Whitson, 
alias  the  Empress,  whom  he  had  known  amongst 
the  Bordeir  Gipsies,  they  agreed  to  express  their 
mutual  ccmgratubdions  at  so  unexpected  a  meeting 
in  a  public  house.    Here  Allan  related  his  late  ad- 
ventures, particularly  in  Morocco;  to  which  Bet 
limned  with  great  delight.    After  drinking  a  few 
glasses,  the  crafty  Allan  began  to  lament  that  his 
poverty  would  deprive  him  of  tiie  pleasure  of  con- 
timiing  l<ttiger  in  her  company,  and  pulled  out  a 
few  pence  to  pay  the  reckoning.    The  trick  pro-' 
duoed  the  desired  effect;   for  poor  Bet,  with  a 
warm^iearted,  thoughtless  kind  of  generosity,  ex- 
daimed,  '* Hout,  mon !  put  up  your  aller :  here  is 
pll9ity;''  and  pulfiaa^  out  an  old  purse,  poured  a 
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quantity  of  silver  «id  five  guifiefts  in  gold  vLpcOk  ttn 
table.  Allan  now  redoubled  his  efforts  to  intoxi- 
Gate  her ;  when  h^  emptied  her  pockets^  left  her  im 
pledge  for  the  reckoning,  and  pumoed  hig  joiimey. 

Here  we  cannot  refrain  from  aketching  the  won* 
derful  and  chequered  life  of  this  welL-known  female 
The  story  of  her  adventures,  ^ugh  often  told  and 
well  authenticated^  has  all  the  tesJMte^  and  iirtorM 
of  a  romance. 

STORY  OF  BET  WHlTSON. 

The  famous  Elizabeth  Whitson  wad  bom  neai 
Dunse  in  Berwickshire  about  the  year  17123.  Her 
parents  Were  poor,  honest  people,  who  gsve  ber  the 
l^est  education  their  circunistanee»  would  allow. 
Before  she  had,  reached  her  sev^enteentb  year^  she 
became  the  pride  and  toast  of  all  the  sturoundin^ 
^untry..  She  was  rather  above  the  middle  size^ 
and  extremely  "v^eU  formed,  though  father  inelmed 
U>  tn-hon^^nL  .  ISxx  eyes  Were  korgd,  black,  and 
expressive  •;  her  features  remarkably-  handsome,  atid 
her  skin  fair  and  transparent;  and  what  inereaaed 
the  charms  of  her  unequalled  beauty  Wi«s,  that  she 
i^peared  quite  unafGscted  by  the  a^ia^ii'tttion  6^0 
excited. 

.  At  this  time,  she  Was  sent  to  serviibeto  a  dkttef 
felation,  who  docupied  a  farm  in  the  neighftoiirhMd 
o£  Dorhatn.  But  her  master  bein^  in  anears  wilfi 
his  landlord,  whom  he  had  aiso  oflfended,  wa^  shordf 
after  scnized  iar  debt;  and  t&e  ybUn^  esquire,  ifl 
Qj*der  to:  in^ease  his  tenant's  inortifitotioh,  attended 
Ihd  bailiffs,  and]  laipenntdnded  lAte*  jvjTitmg  of  tba 
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schedule.  Wliile  thus  employed,  lie  observed  the 
pretty  servant  alarmed,  grieved,  and  weeping  in  a 
comer.  Admiration  and  unlawful  desire  immedi- 
ately took  possession  of  his'  mind,  and  he  deter- 
mined to  e£Pect  the  ruin  of  the  unsuspecting  girl. 
For  this  purpose  lie  called  the  farmer  into  a  private 
room,  and  depicted  in  strong  colours  the  misery, 
want,  and  desperation,  that  must  overtake  his  wife 
and  children,  when  turned  adrift  upon  the  world ; 
he  next  dwelt  upon  his  own  tender  feelings,  and  his 
desire  to  serve  him;  and  concluded  by  only  re* 
questing,  in  return,  thut  he  and  his  wife  should 
unite  their  endeavours  to  prevail  upoii  their  servant 
girl  to  accept  his  proteetion ;  protesting,  at  the  same 
time,  that  he  would  make  her  a  lady  and  the  envy 
of  the  country.  The  farmer  firmly  rejected  the 
proposal;  but  the  tears  and  entreaties  of  his  wife, 
whom  the  esquire  easily  gained  to  his  side,  at  length 
prevailed,  and  he  basely  agreed  to  sacrifice  his 
young  and  inexperienced  relative  to  the  prosperity 
of  his  own  family.* 

The  amorous  esquire  was  a  most  accomplished 
libertine ;  but  found  many  unexpected  and  formi- 
dable obstacles,  in  the  good  sense,  upright  feeling, 
and  virtuous  principles  of  the  bonny  Scotch  lassie. 
However,  his  deep  and  refined  arts  at  last  succeed- 
ed, and  while  in  a  state  of  insensibitity,  he  effected 
his  diabolical  purpose.  But  on  recovering  her  fa- 
culties and  recollection,  nothing  could  exceed  the 
grief  and  rage  of  his  victim.  She  flew  upon  her* 
abashed  seducer  like  an  enfuriated  tigress,  and  her 
strength  and  agility  soon  laid  him  prostrate;  but 
when  die  lifted  a  knife,  intending  to  bury  it  in  hitf 
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Uack  and  base  heart,  she  recollected  her  btbeaf^ 
parting  admonition,  "Keep  the  commandmeneff ^ 
when  she  threw  it  away,  and  sullenly  departed,  re- 
solving to  fly,  and  implore  the  advice  and  pratec&oa 
of  her  aged  parents. 

The  esquire  now  followed  her  incessantly.    He 
appeared  overwhelmed  with  remorse  and  grief  For 
his  folly,  and  threatened  to  destroy  himself  if  fas 
bdoved  charmer  would  not  condescend  to  foigive 
Inm.    These  declarations,  aided  by  the  teai&  wd 
arguments  of  her  master  and  mistress,  at  kngdi 
prevailed.    The  vanity  of  poor  Bet  was  ftUiated, 
and  compensated  in  some  degree  for  her  loss  of  cha- 
racter.    The  esquire  was  young,  handsome^  and 
rich;  and  who  could  tell  but  he  might,  on  the 
death  of  an  old,  ill-natured  aunt,  lead  her  to  tiie 
altar,  and  make  her  an  honest  woman  and  tlie  mis* 
tress  of  his  great  estate.    In  the  mean  time,  be  in- 
sisted on  bringing  her  hom^  and  instituting  her 
into  the  office  of  housekeeper. 

But  this  elevation  was  too  high  and  too  sudden 
for  poor  Bet's  head.  She  became  giddy,  vain,  and 
insolent.  She  dressed  in  the  most  extravagant 
style,  and  ruled  the  house  with  extreme  haughti- 
ness. At  last  her  conduct  became  quite  insupport* 
able;  and  the  servants,  under  the  direction  of  the 
old  butler,  organized  a  conspiracy  against  her.  An 
opportunity  occurred  for  executing  their  plot  when 
the  esquire  went  on  his  annual  excursion  to  shoot 
in  the  moors  of  Perthshire.  The  butler,  in  great 
alarm,  pretended  that  several  valuable  articles  of 
plate  had  been  stolen,  and  sent  for  two  coiistables 
to  search  the  servants'  boxes.    Nothing  was  found; 
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BXid  the  officers  were  just  going  to  depart,  when  the 

4XK>k  observed,  that  Mrs*  Whitson,  though  very 

fine»  was  a  servant  as  well  as  they  were,  and  it  was 

too  bad  that  favourites  might  be  dishonest  if  they 

pleased,  and  none  must  suspect  them.     On  hearing 

this.  Bet  flew  into  a  violent  rage,  and  abused  and 

threatened  the  whole  of  them,  but  insisi^ted  that  her 

trunks  should   be  also  searched;    when,   lo!    the 

whole  of  the  plate  stolen  were  found  wrapped  up  in 

some  old  gowns.    Bet  stood  mute  with  astonish-* 

ment ;  but,  on  recovering  herself,  she  declared  that 

the  whole  was  a  wicked  plot  to  ruin  her,  and  that 

she  would  immediately  write  for  the  esquire,  and 

have  all  the  gang  turned  away. 

The  butler,  however,  insisted  that  the  constables 
should  do  their  duty ;  and  Bet,  in  spite  of  her  tears 
and  remonstrances,  was  hurried  before  a  clerical  jus-* 
tice  of  the  peace,  whom  she  had  formerly  offended, 
and  who  now  immediately  committed  her  to  Dur-- 
ham  jail  till  the  assizes.  The  next  part  of  the  plot 
was  to  send  the  groom  off  to  London,  where  he  in- 
tended to  marry  an  old  fellow  servant,  and  open  a 
public  house.  This  done,  the  butler  wrote  an  ag- 
gravated account  of  the  theft  (Committed  by  the 
housekeeper ;  and  also  declared,  that  he  had  often 
seen  the  groom  enter  her  chamber  at  night,  that 
they  had  agreed  to  elope  together,  and  that  he  had 
fled  on  the  wicked  and  ungrateful  hussy  being 
taken  into  custody,  lest  he  should  share  in  her  pu- 
nishment. This  statement  had  the  desired  effect. 
The  esquire  was  highly  enraged  at  her  faitliless  con* 
duct,  and  returned  all  her  letters  unopened. 
17  8  c 


Up^Oi  the  trial,  tbe  proofs  ot  Bet's  guHt  a 
d^ar  ^nd  d^i^ive,  and  $he  waa  sentenced  to  be 
transported  for  sev^n  years  to  the  cok>By  erf  Migi- 
f|ia.    When  ready  to  s^dl,  the  esquire  sent  ba  ill 
her  trunks  an.d  oloaths,  which  Ae  at  first  intesiM 
to  return,  in  sco^n  of  his  pitiful  and  iH-timed  gene* 
i^lty ;  but  having  become  vain  of  her  beaotjr,  Ae 
bought  fine  dress  would  render  her  attracdmia  ine- 
sistible,  and  perhaps  yet  make  her  fcMrtime    Ster 
tbefefore  kept  the  eloaths^  and  sailed  £or  Amencs^ 
in  good  spirits. 

Qn  the  third  day  after  paswig  tbe  ChaBii^  # 
Tidkent  W)rth-west  wind  larose,  aad  the  t&bA  bai 
nearly  foundered  in. the  Bay  of  Biscay-     As  Ike 
leakiness  of  the  %Up  intcsRmsed,  the  captain  remAmi 
to  iim  ipto  the  Tagus  and  repair ;  hot  a  aeries  of 
bttSIiiig  winds  preyented  bim^  and,  to.  complete  hm 
iplsfyftunest  he  fell  in  with  a  Moorish  pizaie  &omi 
SaUee^  |o  whom  he  was.  obliged  to  strike  without 
attempting  an  v^less  resistance.    When  Bet  saw 
the  swarthy,  ferocious  looking  Mo<m^  she  expected 
to  be  suligected  to  such  brutality  a»  was  more  teni- 
Ue  than  death  itself.    But  her  fiears  were  soon^dis. 
sipated ;  for  she  and  her  unf^rtimate  female  compa- 
nions   were    treated   with    peculiar   dielicacy  and 
attention,   and   Bet  was  conyeyed  on  board  the 
Mopri£^  ship^  where  i^e  had  the  best  aecommoda- 
tipQSr    This  arose  from  the  kindness  of  the  English 
captain;  who^  haying  entertained  some  tendee  aeoti* 
i^ents  for  her,  told  his  captor  that  she  was  a.  gentle- 
man's daughter  in  Virginia,  and  begged  that  she 
might  be. well  used;  and  her  large  and  richward*^ 
robe  corroborated  the  truth,  of  his  statement. 


Oil  landing  In  Morocco^  !E^t  was  sent  ^t  a  present' 
to  the  emp^ok^'s  ser^Iio.    Here  she  was  suirounded 
by  a  numbei^  of  slaves  and  strangely  di^ssed  ladies, 
^irhose  uncouth  language  arid  impertinent  curiosity 
Were  altogether  disgusting.    She  had  a  fine  cham- 
ber given  her^  and  two  female  slavas  to  attoid  her ; 
bat  hef  situation  appeared  so  comfortless  and  dis- 
;agiieeabley  and  her  future  destiny  so*  alarming  and 
appalling,  that  she  at  once  resolved  to  put  a  perioS 
to  her  existence.*^    For  this  purpose  she  tied  her 
^garters  to  the  top  of  the  door^  and,  with  a  noosd 
around  hi^  neck,  was  standing  on  a  stool,  praying 
before  she  launched  into  eternity;  but  just  at  this' 
moment,  a  lady  entered,  ran,  and  catching  her  in 
her  arms,  cried  out  for  assistance.    The  adjoining 
part  of  the  palace  was  soon  alarmed;   whiAe  the 
Moorish  lady  who  had  first  entered  hung  and  wept 
c»ver  the  unhappy  stranger.    She  was  then  put  to 
bed ;  but  was  greatly,  though  agreeably  surprised, 
when,  in  about  two  hours,  an  elderify  lady  entered, ' 
and  saluted  her  in  the  Scottish  dialect    She  seemed  * 
Aiuoh  shocked  at  Bef  s  attempt  to  cohimit  self- 
xtiurAer,  ffid  made  her  ashamed  of  the  act  by  relat- 
ing her  oWn  sufferings  during  the  twenty  years  she 
had  lived  in  Morocco^  and  her  present  happy  situa^ 
i^n  as  wife  of  the  emperor's  head  gardener^  who' 
W£lS  a  countryman,  and  who  had,  under  the  influence 
df  Ibv^,  bedome  a  Mf^ometan.    After  this,  Mrs. 
ManteU  rie^et  Ifeft  h^  f<nr  any  length  of  time,  bttt 
labotired  incessantly  to  befnd  Bint's  mind  to  her  lot, 
and  to  teach' 1^  the  language  of  the  country. 

The  dniperbi',  the  day  after  B^t  had  made  an  at- 
Mmpt  upofil  her  life,  had  secfh  her*  #hto  he  wa^ 
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concealed  behind  a  lattice ;  and  bdng  pleased  wiih 
her  appearance,  she  underwent  several  curious  suid 
whimsital  operations  in  order  to  qualify  ber  for  the 
intended  honour,  and  whidi  she  used  to  detail  with 
much  humour  and  gaiety.    In  ahout  ten  months 
9he  was  pronotknoed  qualified,  and  conducted  to  1^ 
emperor^s  bed«'   Bet  had  seen  many  large  and  spkn* 
did  apartment*  in  the  palace,  but  the  magnificence 
,  oft  thia  hed<fchamber  exceeded  all  conception.    She 
•trembled  when  the  emperor  entered ;  but  the  kind- 
ness of  his  manners  soon  quieted  her  apprehenaons. 
^  She  said  his  features-Vere  regular  and  manly,  and 
his  air  indicated  majesty  blended  with  oondesoen- 
sion.    The  fire  of  his  eye  was  softened  by  the  feel- 
ings of  love  and  tenderness.     Above  his   undier 
dress,  which  was  extremely  rich,  he  wore  a  beautiful 
velvet  robe,  lined  with  ermine,  and  embroidered 
with  gold    His  turban  w#s  tastefully  dispo0ed^  and 
in  the  front  was  a  star  of  diamonds.    His  whale 
^conduct  to  the  young  Englishwoman  was  chaxae- 
•  terized  by  filing  end  delicacy. 
.  Next  day.  Bet  received  the  formal  congratulations 
of  the  ladies  of  the  seraglio ;  though  some  of  them 
could  ill  conceal  their  chagrin  at  her  good  fortune. 
.  This  gratified  her  vanity ;  while  the  flattering  words 
\  of  the  emperor  assured  her  that  she  stood  high  in 
his  estimation.    Honours  flowed  upon  her,  and  sbe 
was  soon  invested  with  a  distinguished  authority  in 
the  harem.    She  assiduously  endeavoured  to  please 
the  emperor,  and  exercised  great  influence  over  hioL 
She  moreover  bore  liim  two  fine  sons,  of  whom  he 
wa$  excessively  fond.    Having  learned  an  useful 
lesson  in  her  former  situation,  she  was  attentivfb 
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'     Ibdnd,  and  generous  to  all  the  other  ladies,  and  also . 
to  the  meanest  slaves  in  the  palace.    Sht  always 
^     j^>oke  in  high  terms  of  respect  of  (tie  noble  fmd  dig- 
^     nified  sentiments  displayed  by  the  emperor;*  but 
as  he  was  uncommonly  hasty  and  severe  in  inflicting  ^ 
punishment,  she  often  and  succes^uBy  exerted  tten- 
«elf  to  mitigate  his  wrath,  and  Xjff  prevent  the  exe- 
cuition   of  his   most   terrible   resolvtiona.      These 
works  of  goodness  and  mercy  i^e  soon*  found  had 
raised  her  high  in  popular  opinion ;  as  his  other  wo« 
men  neglected  all  important  concerns,  and  deviated 
themselves  entirely  to  voluptuous  pleasures. 

In  this  elevated  situation  Bet  continued  about 
five  years,  and  enjoyed  every  indulgence  that  might . 
Beem  to  constitute  human  happiness.    The  emperdr 
bang  obliged  to  retreat  to  £1  Waladia,  she  accom- 
panied him,  and  was  often*  at  her  own  request  car* 
lied  out  in  a  palanquiii  to  enjoy  «the  sea  breeze, 
while  soldiers  preceded  and  fcdlowed.at  some  dis- 
tance, to  keep  off  all  curious  intruders.    In  one  of 
these  excusions,  she  chanced  to  see  an  English  ves- 
sel at  anchor  about  two  miles  firom  the  shore.    The 
Hght  of  the  British  flag  affected  her  deeply :  she 
became  silent  and  melancholy,  and  was  continually 
contrasting  her  seduded  and  dangerous  situation^ 
from  which  she  was  exposed  to  be  hurled  at  any 

* 

*  Afi  the  subject  of  tliis  memoir  appears  to  hare  been  in  Moroceo 
between  the  years  1743  and  I749>  it  anist  have  been  during  the 
reign  of  Muley  AbdaUah^  vho  mounted  the  throne  in  17^^  And 
died  in  1757-  It  is  here  confessed  that  he  was  severe  and  pas- 
sionate, and  obliged  to  remove  hastily  from  the  city  of  Morocco ; 
and  this  agrees  with  the  faet^  that,  in  consequence  of  his  unpopu- 
Miily>  he  was  six  times  deposed^  and  as  often  regained  the  throng! 
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tiotte  in  a  fit  oC  le^j  and  jealousjr,  widi  the 
strained  freedom^  and  jgaiety  of  her  natiTe  cooBtry:, 
On  the  «eeoBd  day»  she  observed  the  vessel  in  the 
same  situatioii,  and  theil  ventured  to  ask  the  attoeoAm 
ing  eunuch  what  it  did  there.  He  answered  that 
it  was  a  trader  brionging  to  England, .  whidh  had 
been  favoured  wilh  the  emperor's  protection.  She 
pursued  her  enquiries  no  furtiier;  but  her  nnolup 
tion  was  instantly  f^tmed. 

.  The.  w«  J,In*  »»g^  .f^bed  to  *. 
coiuty  who  act^  as  a  jeweller  to^  the  anperor.  To 
this  man  she  sent,  by  a  confidential  slave;,  aa  old 
English  Gazetteer,  which  she  received  fnmi  Mm 
Maxwell,  requesting  him  to  go  on  board  the  J&ng' 
lish  ship,  and  ask  the  captain  whether  he  could 
sell  ha  such  a  book,  and  the  price  would  be  no  ob- 
ject She  had  previously  rabed  the  leatha  of  the 
binding,  and,  after  inclosing  a  note,  fixed  it  neatlyr 
down  agaln^  and,  wrote  with  a  pendl  on  the  tide^-^-r 


'^  A  wisa  mta  will  look 
t^itlun  the  boards  of  a  bool.** 

The  captain  took  the  hint;  andashrre  fattought 
her  die  bodk  in  the  evening,  when,  to  her  great  joy, 
she  found  a  note,  stating  that  her  offer  was  accepted^ 
and,  on  the  seventh  evening,  his- boat  would  wait 
and  carry  her  firom  a  certain  cove,  which  he  de- 
acribed.  A  verbal  message  was  idso  received^  ex- 
pressing his  regret  diat  he  could  not  aceommodate 
fhe  empress,  as  he  termed  her,  with  a  oopy  of  (fie 
work  wanted. 

'    The  emperor^  however^  had  resolved  to  mardi 
Against  Mt»oeeo  in  thxtee.  days;;^  and  it  beoaode  deM 
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CieMtt7*th«t  she  should  bt'tftken  su&enly  ill,  and 
be  rendered  imaUt  to  sustain  tbe  fatigue  of  travel^ 
ling.    The  emperor  expressed  great  cotioerti  at  h^r 
Slness,  and'toc^  his  leave  ^vttii«t  i^gret  and  tender^ 
ness  that  almost  overttme  her.    On  the  day  ap-* 
pointed,   she  pretended  to  be  much  better,  an^ 
obtained  lea^e  from  her  physl^an.  to  Tisit'the  sett 
diore  again.    She  n^vr  took  a  last  farewell  of  her 
ehildren,   the  youngest   of  whom  was   only  ten 
moiittia  old;  ajiid  oMrfesse^  that  the  feelings  of  a 
mother  had  nearly  fnduced  her  to  abandon  her  -pro^ 
jec^t.    Sttie,  hower^, '  at  last  -ranquished  the  yearok 
ngs  of  nature,  and  mounted  her  palanquin.    On-; 
reaching  the  spot  agreed  iqxm,  she  requested  her 
attendants  to  halt,  and  p^ribit  her  to  walk  alone  in 
the  ac^ining  grote;  and  taking  a  box  with  her 
jewris,  she  walked  off.    She  soon  passed  a  knoD, 
when  dbe  perceiired  the  Itoat  f  and  in  an  ini«tfimt  tiie* 
seamen  advanced  with  drawn  cutlasses,    xlut  her*' 
attendants  seemed  to  entertain  some  kind  of  suspi^ 
eion ;  for  tkey.  fbllowed  very  dose,  and  overtook 
her  before  she  reached  the  boat.    Beings  however^ 
unarmed,  and  the  guards  at  a  distance,  they  could^ 
not  efibct  a  rescue^;  yet  the  chief  eunuch,  >  with- 
great  resolution,  darted  fbrward  and  seized  the  box^ 
wMoh  a  seam^  had  taken  to  cany  on  boards    The' 
boat  rowed  off  with  great  expedition;'  and  the  shqp* 
was  under  way  before  the  guns  of  the  fort*  be^n  to^* 
fire,  *  -    *        w  • . 

On  reaching  the  ship,  and  viewing  the  shore,  Bet 
was  struck  with  remorse  for  her  unnatural  and  un-^- 
gratorful  conduct.    She  burst  into  tears,  and  begged 
the  ciqptain  to  set  her  on  shore-  again.     But  he 
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laughed  at  the  foUy  of  her  request;  and.  bearni^ 
that  her  jewels,  wWch  he  had  expected  would  at 
once  enrich  him,  were  lost,  Ins  anger  became  viofent^ 
beyond  conception:  h^  held  a  pistol  at  the  maBfft 
head  who  had  been  entrusted  with  them»  and  at  last 
threatened  to  blow  up  the  ship  with  all  the  cow- 
ardly scoundrels  on  boai:d.  Bet  now  retired  to  Ae 
cabin,  where  she  bitterly  lamented  the  rashness  and 
wickedness  <^  her  conduct. 

She  attempted  to  appease  the  captain's  tage  ait 
the  disappointment  he  had  expaienc^d,  by  presents 
ing  him  with  her  ear-rings  a&d  valuable  bracelets ; 
but  still  he  growled,  and  more  than  once  during  the 
passage  threatened  to  throw  her  orerboard.  On 
arriving  in  the  Downs,  the  ship  dropped  anchor 
Hear  a  Scotch  vessel  bound  to  Leith,  the  master  o£ 
which,  on  hearing  Bet's  story,  kindly  offered  her  a 
passage  down ;  and  she  left  the  avaricious  and  brur 
tal  captain  with  great  satisfaction. 

On  landing  at  Leith,  the  kind-hearted  seaman, 
gave  her  money  to  carry  her  home  to  Dunse ;  but 
in  Edinburgh  she  accidentally  met  her  own  brother^ 
Being  an  abandoned  character,  instead  of.  receiving, 
into  his  arms  the  unfortunate  wanderer,,  he  poured 
upon  her  the  most  horrid  oaths  and  cuttii^  reproofs, 
and  threatened  to  deliver  her  up  to  justice  for  re^ 
turning  from  transportation  before  the  expiration  of 
her  term.     A  crowd   was   soon   collected;    and, 
amongst  others,  the  captain  of  a  West  Indiamaa. 
came  up,  who  being  struck  with  her  beauty,  drew 
the  brother  aside,  gave  him  scmie  money  to  walk 
off,  and  then  conducted  Bet  on  board  of  his  ship, 
pretending  that  his  only  motive  was  to  save  her: 
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ftom  a  prison.    But  AixAng  the  voyage  to  latiAon, 
Vfhere  he  had  to  complete  hisr  catgo^  she  discovered. 
haa  intenlioiiSi  and  despised  him  both  on  account  of 
Hs  bad  principles  and  his  disi^eMble  person. 

On  teaching  London,  she .  contrived  to  escape 
from  her  doatmg  but  disgusting  Iqvet,  and  took 
prirate  lod^ngs^  where  she  continued*  only  a  -few 
days/  Dthen  Iief  beauty  and  genteel  figuiiB  attratied 
the  attention  of  an  opulent  mercer,  who  took  hef  • 
into  keeping,  asit  is  termed. *  She  next fived  undef ' 
the  protection  of  an  unfeeling,  rascally  noUeaan,' 
whom  she  was  obliged  to  fly  from ;  and  after  en>« 
during  much  distress,  'became  a  common  prostitute. 
The  privations,  misery,  and  anxiety  she  experienced 
in  this  situation  at  last  brought  on  a  violent  fever, 
which  she,  contrary  to  all  appearances,  recovered 
from;  but  her  inteileets  wece" iirecoverably  injured. 
After  this,  she  wandered,  during .  the  remainder  of 
her  long  life,  about  the  Borders  of  Scothmd,  where? 
she  selected  certain  gentlemen'r  and  opulent  farioers' 
houses,  which  she  visited  regulavly#    Her  wondrous 
adventures  and  ^  brilliant  sallies  of  wit  always  made 
her  a  welcome  guest;  and  when-  she  was  in  the 
humour,  she  eotild  render  herself  extremely  usefbl- 
in  household  affairs.    The  house  of  Mr.  Johnson  of 
Hatton  Hall,  and  of  Mr;  ReiMon  of  Blaekadder^ 
were  favourite  places^  of  rescM-t.    Hei:  doaths  evinced 
her  love  of  dress :  they  were  generally  such  as  she 
received  from  ladies ;  but  she  ^ways  wore  a  large; 
tartan  -mantle,  and  a  round  •beavey  hat.    ^e  ad^ 
dressed  persons  of  the  first  rank  with  ease  and  pro-* 
priety,  and  seldom  failed  to  obtain  a  handsome 
present.    When  sfae^  hatf  collected  a  tolerable  surn^ 

3  D 
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she  usually  sought  out  a  party  of  Gipsies^  iniSa 
whom  she  squandered  her  money.  The  last  aooaunt 
which  the  writer  heard  of  this  singular  character; 
was  when  she  rested  a.  week^  about  thirty  years  ago, 
Bt  the  house  of  Mr*  Henry  Atkinson,  weaver,  m 
Newcastle,  on  her  return  from  visiting  a  gentlemair 
in  the  south.  She  was  then  upwards  of  seventy. 
five  years  of  age,  yet  the  remains  of  beauty  were 
^iU  visible.  Her  life  was  once  published ;  but  tbB 
writer  has  not  been  able  to  obtain  a  copy  ^ 


CHAPTER  XXV, 

GambUiig  at  Chater4e>StreeU-InfiUiiatioa  si  NeivoMtle-^Enfitli  at  Moipelft—*- 
March  to  York— Escape— Arrives  at  Leith— Adveatorei— Retatna  to  Rochlmiy 
—Punoid  bjr  Soldiefi-^Woimded  nd  duOuaffA'^SUidm  Hwm    Imiigue 
Mann^^ 

\V£  will  now  return  to  James  Allan,  who,  on 
reaching  Chester-le-Street,  entered  a  public  house; 
where, .  it  being  Saturday,,  he  found  a  number  of 
pitmen  rafl9ing  for  a  gun..  After  this  business  was 
decided,  they  began  to  throw  for  small  sums ;  and 
AUan,  joining  in  the  sport,,  stored  himself  to  lose 
seveiaL  trifling  deposits.  At  length,  he  seemed  to 
become  both  drunk  and  desperate,  and  offered  ta 
stake  ten  guineas  to  five  on  a  single  throw.  The 
pitmen,  after  a  short  consultation,  produced  the 
money,  and  sent  for  the  lucky  Geordey  Dunn  ta 
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Hcast  for  them;  but  Allan  thret^r  two  above  him, 
&nd  instantly  swept  the  money  off  the  table.  How- 
ever, though  very  dexterous  in  changing  the  dice, 
lie  was  observed  by  a  lok>ker.on,  who  told  the  com- 
pany that  he  had  cheated,  wTlen  they  insisted  he 
should  refund  the  cash.  But  Allan  had  provided 
against  this  accident';  and  seizing  tlie  large  red-hot 
kitchen  poker,  he  flourLshed  it  about  his  head  untU 
he  reached  the  door,  and,  T)«[ng  favoured  by  a  dark 
night,  was  soon  out  of  danger. 

On  approaching  Newcastle,  his  spirits  rose  high 
in  anticipating  the  da*A  he  would  cut  in  Rothbury ; 
"but  in  passing  the  Head  of  the  Side  about  midnight^ 
Tiis  meditations  were  interrupted  by  the  salutation 
of  an  old  female  acquaintance,  who  invited  him  to 
tier  residence  in  the  Castle  Garth.    Here  he  gave  a 
loose  to  his  old  propensity  for  riot  and  dissipation ; 
and  though  possessed  of  penetration  and  caution  in 
t)rdinary  cases,  yet  he  suffered  liimself  to  be  over- 
come by  the  blandishments  of  this  abandoned  wo- 
man, who  next  day  absconded,  whilst  he  was  asleep^ 
witb  the  whole  of  his  ill-gotten  gains ;  and  he  was 
obliged  to  travel  to  Morpeth  without  a  shilling  in 
his  pocket. 

On  arriving  at  this  place,  he  went  into  a  public 
"house,  and  boldly  ordered  refreshments,  intending 
to  lay  the  company  under  contribution  after  play- 
ing a  few  tunes ;  but  a  soldier  entering,  he  sent  him 
for  his  Serjeant  and  enlisted.  The  seijeant,  observ- 
ing the  pipes,  suspected  whom  he  had  got  to  deal 
^ith,  and  immediately  carried  him  before  a  justice, 
where  he  was  sworn  in.  AUan  now  determined  to 
jdip  off;  but'  the  serjeant  marched  him  directly  to 
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Newcastle^  in  order  tojdeliver  him,  .with  proper 
tions,  to  his  officer.    The  latter,  who  was  a  youngs 
conceited  man,  happened  to  sup  with  some  gentle- 
tnen  in  the  inn,  where  he  boasted  that  he  had  got 
their  favourite  piper  and   noted   deserter  in  \us 
power,  and  desired  them  to  observe  how  caxefaEj 
he  would  keep  him.    One  of  the  company  observed 
that  he  should  not  be  too  confident,  for  Jamie  ooold 
double  like  a  fox  and  run  like  a  hare.     The  officer, 
with  a  sneer,  offered  to  bet  fifty  pounds  to  thirty^ 
that  he  would  not  escape  from  his  men  before  they 
reached  the  head  quarters  at  York.    The  gentleman 
accepted  the  bet,  and  even  allowed  the  officer  to  in* 
form  his  men  of  the  circumstance,  and  to  keep  it  a 
secret  from  Allan* 

The  officer,  being  rich  and  careless  of  money, 
promised  to  divide  his  winnings  between  two  ser- 
^eants  and  two  corporals,  to  whom  ADao  was  espe- 
cially entrusted;  and  on  the  following  morning 
they  began  their  march.     One  corporal  preceded 
our  disappointed  piper,  and  another  followed  him, 
with  their  guns  loaded ;  while  a  Serjeant  walked  on 
each  side,  with  their  swords  drawn.    Had  he  been 
permitted  to  march  amongst  the  other  recruits,  he 
tni^ht  have  proceeded  to  York  before  he  deserted ; 
but  this  usage  excited  his  indignation,  and  he  re. 
solved  to  escape  at  the  risk  of  his  life.    He,  how- 
ever, maintained  the  appearance  of  great  cheerfulness 
and  unconcern;  and  when  the  women  expressed 
their  regret  that  such  a  fine-looking  man  should  be 
flogged  or  shot,  he  pretended  not  to  hear  them. 
After  passing  Boroughbridge,  they  came  to  the  M^ 
of  a  wood,  when  Allan  observed  he  would  be  undet 
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the  necesaty  of  troubling  them  for  a  minute.    Hia 
guards  consented,  and  drew  up  before  him  at  a  few 
yards  distance.    Pretending  to  unbutton,  he  stooped 
down,  and  watching  his  opportunity,  seized  a  stone^ 
which  he  threw  over  their,  heads,  and  in  the  same 
xnoment  dashed  into  the  wood.    One  of  the  corpo* 
rals  fired  at  him ;  and  he  observed  the  other  soldiers 
and  recruits  running  up  to  assist  their  comrades. 
The  underwood  was  very  thick  and  troublesome; 
but  Allan  had  been  accustomed  from  his  youth  to 
penetrate  through  woods,  and  he  easily  eluded  his 
Pursuers,  though  his  face  and  hands  were  covered 
with  blood  from  the  scratches  he  received.    On  get- 
ting into  the  open  country,  he  cowered  along  the 
side  of  the  hedges  until  he  conceived  he  was  out  of 
danger,  when  he  walked  straight  on  to  Whitby. 

Here  he  went  on  board  a  small  sloop  bound  for 
Leith,  where  he  arrived  in  about  twenty  hours.    In 
Edinburgh  he  met  a  shoemaker  belonging  to  Aln- 
wick, who  invited  him  into  a  whisky  cellar,  where 
several  others  of  the  same  trade  were  drinking. 
After  playing  a  few  tunes,  the  company  offered 
him  a  guinea  to  pky  on  the  following  diay  before 
King  Cri9pin.    To  this  he  agreed;  and  next  day, 
inst^  of  parading  at  York,  he  was  playing  before 
hi9  majesty  through  the  principal  streets  of  Edin^ 
burgh.    After  spending  a  few  days  here,  his  desire 
to  visit  Rothbury  became  so  violent,  that  he  im- 
prudently resolved  to  brave  every  danger  in  order 
to  enjoy  a  few  hours'  merriment  with  his  old  ac- 
quaintsmces. 

In  travelling  past  WodLer  Haugh,  he  observed 
doaths  dryingt  and  the  young  womaii  who  was  ap^ 
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pointed  to  watch  them  fast  asleep.  As  he  wsis  al 
ways  peculiarly  fond  of  fine  linen,  he  selected  tbret 
of  the  best  ruffled  shirts,  and  walked  off  onper* 
ceived.  At  Rothbury,  the  townsmen,  as  usual, 
flocked  to  the  public  house;  where  he  resided.  Oi 
the  third  night,  while  he  was  playing  to  some 
young  men  from  Tosson,  «  woman  entered  bastilj, 
and  said  that  four  strange  men,  but  not  soldiers^ 
were  enquiring  of  a  boy  in  a  low  voice  wheie  Jatzde 
Allan  was.  Allan  easily  comprehended  who  the 
strangers  were^  and,  giving  his  pipes  to  the  landkicd, 
flew  out  of  the  house ;  and  though  pursued,  yet  he 
was  so  swift,  and  knew  the  neighbourhood  so  wdl, 
that  he  escaped  without  difficulty. 

The  party  who  now  attempted  to  apprehend  torn, 
consisted  of  the  serjeant  with  whom  he  had  enlisted 
at  Morpeth,  and  three  of  his  men,  disguised  in  co* 
loured  cloaths.    Th^y  were  exceedingly  irritated  at 
their  disappointment ;  and  the  Serjeant  dechured  that 
he  would  not  leave  Rothbury  until  he  had  either 
taken  the  deserter,  or  compelled  him  to  ahandon 
the  place  altogether.     One  of  Allan's  friends  ac- 
qu£unted  him  next  day  with  the  seijeant's  resolu- 
tions and' advised  him  to  retire  to  Hexham  until  the 
seijeanf  s  return  to  his  regiment.    Allan  agreed  to 
follow  his  advice;  and  being  under  no  apprehen- 
sions  of  pursuit,  walked  leisiuely  on  towards  Kirk- 
whelpington,  where  he  lodged  all  night,  and  next 
morning  proceeded  forwards  on  the  Hexham  road. 
But  his  Mend  having  in  confidence  told  his  wife  of 
the  route  he  had  taken,  she  in  her  turn  informed 
her  neighbours,  and  at  last  it  came  to  the  serjeanf  s 
eara^  who  ini^tantly  set  off,  and  travdkd  so  expe^ 
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fiously  that  they  overtook  him  some  m3es  north  of 
IHexham.     Allan,  on  looking  behind  him,  recog- 
nized his  former  keeper,  tHe  serjeant,  and  in  an 
instant  darted  forward,  pursued  By  the  whole  party^ 
]^  lei^ing  over  a  hedge,  he  lost  time ;  and  his  ene^ 
niies  being  af  hand»  he  wns  obliged  to  defend  him- 
self for  some  time  with^a  stick,  and  easily  kept 
them  all  at  bay^*  as*  none  were  afmed  except  the 
drummer.    When  an  opportunity  offered,  be  f^aiii 
ran  off;  but  in  passing  over  a  high  stile,  the  drum- 
met.  struck  him  with  hi&  sword  upon  the  wrist. 
j^Lllan  viewed  the  wound  for  a  few  seccMids  with 
considerable  emotion,  and  then  looking  at  the  drum- 
mer, exclaimed  with  minstrel  pride,.  ^*  Ye  hae  spoiled 
the  best  pipe  hand  in  England  T 

Allan  was  now  completely  conquered,  and  quietly 
iiuffered  himself  to  be  conducted  to  ChoUerford, 
where  a  French  surgeon,  who  happened  to  be  in  the 
neighbourhood,,  dressed  his  wound.  He  wa»  never 
after  thi&  able  to  bend  the  finger  jcdnts  next  to  his^ 
hand;  but  thi^,  contrary  to  his  expectations,  did 
not  in  the  smallest  degree  prove  detrimental  to  his 
musical  performances.  '  * 

The  Serjeant  conducted  Allan  to  Hexham,  and 
placed  him  in  the  house  of  correction.  But  many  - 
respectable  persons  were  sorry  for  his  misfortiine, 
and  interested  themselves  so  effectually  in  his  be-- 
half,  that  he  was  in  a  few  days  discharged ;  and  this* 
favour  was  the  more  readily  obtained,  as  his  wound 
rendered  him  in  future  incapable  of  impoinng  upon^ 
the  military. 

When   he   returned   to  the   neighbourhood  of 
Bothbury,  his  friends  flocked  round  him,  and  in 
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order  to  keep  up  his  spirits,  ^hich  wefe  iFCfy  lt>^, 
urged  him  to  drink.  In  consequence  of  this  intern' 
perafe  mode  of  life,  his  wound  assumed  an  tiarximg 

appearance.    Mr.  S of  Witt<wi,  who  bad  aiwsy^ 

been  particularly  friendly  to  liim,  heasmg  of  h» 
dangerous  situation^  invited  him  to  his  boase^  «hF 
requested  his  housekeeper,  who  was  8  noted  doe- 
tresis,  to  examine  his  wound.  The  okL  womui  as- 
sured  him  that  she  could  soon  cure  it,  pronded  he 
came  every  morning  to  get  it  dressed. 

Mr.   S-^-^  had   a   handsome  daughter,   dmtd 
eighteen  years  of  i^e,  for  whose  seduction^  ABm 
most  basely  and  ungratefully  began  to  form  ha 
plans.    Having  frequent  opportmiities  of  converse 
ing  in  private  with  this  giri,  he  first  begm  artfufiy 
to  raise  her  wonder  and  excite  her  esteem,  by^  relat- 
ing his  strange  and  perilous  advwitures ;  and  trfaen 
he  found  he  had  made  an  imjMresnon,  he  dedbtrei 
his  love  in'  the  most  earnest  and  pressing  temrs^ 
until  at  last  she  consented  to  elope  and  marry  \nm ; 
a  proceeding  which  he  represented  in  tiiie  most  fia- 
cinaUng  colours  to  her  nMnantic  imagination.     ISar^ 
ing  packed  up  a  few  necessary  articles  preparatory 
to  her  flight,  Ae  housekeeper  accidentally  fmind 
t&e  bundle,  and,  upon  caning  it,  immediately  sns* 
pected  the  scheme.    But  on  interrogating  the  giri^ 
she,  in  order  to  conceal  her  intentions,  said  that 
she  had  promised  to  attend  a  dancing  at  some 
distance  unknown  to  her  father,  where  she  deaij^ecf 
to  dress  herself;  and  entreated  the  housekeeper  ta 
take  no  notice  of  this  foolish  business,   and  Ae 
would  never  attempt  to  ofiend  again  in   such  a 
^nner. 


7hifi  mi^adventuFe  ouly. served  to  mcrease  the 

lmpatienoe»  both  of  Allan  and  Miss^S ^  to  put 

Aek  schecoe  into  ^ex^cutioi^ ;  and  the  latter  agreed, 
in  two  days,  when  both  her  fstther  and  the  prying 
housekeeper  would-be  absent*  to  make  another  at- 
4;eQipt  Atian  procured  a  horse  to  facilitatef  their 
flighty  and  at  the  tinae  appointed  went  to  Mr. 

.S -'s  house,  and  the  thoiightless  girl  mounted 

behind  him.      Bat  they  had  not  proceeded   far, 
'when,  on  turning  "a  oornec,  the  watchful  house- 
liieeper  «tood  befoie  them  and  seized  the  bridleu 
.Allan  was  almost  mad  with  rage  and  dis^ipoint. 
ment  at  this  unexpected  interruption ;  but  his  hor«- 
lid    oal^  and    cruel   threatenings   awaked    Miss 
S-: —  ffOEH  her  dangerous  and  delusive  dream,  and^ 
'  springing  off,  she  clasped  her  faithful  frigid  in  he^ 
arms.     The  experienced  seducer  now  forgot  his 
-accustomed  prudence,  and  threatened  to  blast  the 
•character  of  his  intended  victim  for  ever  if  she  re- 
fused to  accompany  him;  but  being  bold  in  con- 
scious innocence,  she  smiled  at  his  malignity,  and 
left  him  vowing  destruction  upon  the  whole  family 
if  the  affair  was  ever  mentioned. 

This  awkward  business  induced  Allan  to  quit  that 
part  of  the  country,  and  to  wmider  about  the  Bor- 
ders; but  his  pipes  rendered  him  a  welcome  visitor 
wherever  he  called  After  spending  some  time  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Kelso  and  Coldstream,  he 
went  to  play  at  Embleton  feast  Here  he  was 
struek  with  the  neat^  smart  appearance  of  a  gijrl 
named  Alice  Taylor ;  but  as  she  knew  his  bad  ha- 
bits and  licentious  propensities,  she  positively  re- 
fused |x>  listeKi  to  his  declarations  oi  Ipve.    Shortljr 

3  £ 
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after,  she  was  ^gaged  to  serve  at  an  inn  in  Aln- 
wick,  when  he  seized  every  opportunity  to  assail 
her  with  the  most  importunate  solicitations;  to 
avoid  which  she  left  her  place,  and  removed  to 
Morpeth.  But  Allan  was  ixot  disheartened  by  her 
firmness:  he  knew  the  pgwer  of  flattery  over  the 
female  heart ;  and  at  this  place  also  he  discovered 
her  retreat,  and  renewed  his  vows  and  ^itreatiesL 
At  length  her  resolution  began  to  waver ;  she  ooald 
not  treat  a  man  cruelly  who  evidently  ad<»ed  her, 
and  she  began  to  flatter  herself  that  the  influence  cC 
her  charms  might  operate  a  thorough  reformation 
in  his  habits.  To  his  person  she  could  have  no  ob- 
jecfion ;  so,  after  a  long  struggle,  she  yielded,  and 
accompanied  her  lover  to  Coldstream,  where  they 
were  married. 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 

AUad  dewrtf  his  Wife  Alice— Cohabits  with  Maiy  Rai^iiis— Nihdooiu  Depceda- 
tions— Contrivef  a  Plot— It  ends  Id  a  Hone-whipping— Ffiet  to  livopool— 
Accidental  Interview  with  an  «id  Associate— The  Letter— listetms  never  Imbt 
Good  o{  themselves— ProjecU  of  Revenge— The  Garden  Scene. 

Allan  lived  with  his  wife  ahout  three  yean, 
and  behaved  with  wonderful  regularity  and  sobriety. 
His  spouse  was  dean,  careful,  and  industrious,  and 
endeavoured  to  promote  his  happiness  with  the 
most  affectionate  solicitude.    She  also  bore  him  two 
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sons,  one  o£  whom  died  in  infancyg  and  the  other^ 
Vfss  accidentally  killed  at  Alnwick  in  his  tenth  year. 
But  the  attractions  of  home  were  too  weak  to  over* 
come  Allan's  Gipsy  propensities  for  rambling  and 
licentiousness ;  and  having  become  acquainted  with 
one  Mary  Rawlins  at  ^exham>  who^e  abandoned 
and  vulgar  manners  suited  his  taste,  he  resolved  to 
desert  honest  *  Alice.  .  He  consequently  became 
peevish,  irritable,  and  unreasonable;  but  his  wife 
submitted  to  all  his  humours  with  the  utmost  pa- 
tience, and  would  afford  him  no  pretext  for  quarre- 
ling With  her.  However,  he  one  day  burst  into  the 
room  (they  were  then  living  in  Newcastle)  in  a 
great  buny,  and  ordered  hexi  in  a  peremptory  tone, 
to  prepare  instantly  for  a  long  journey ;  but  she, " 
being  in  the  last  stage  of  pregnancy,*  refused  to 
obey  this  cruel  and  imperious  mandate.  He  there* 
fore  affected  to  be  in  a  great,  rage,  and  throwing 
down  a  few  shillings,  exclaimed,  *'  There,  take  that ; 
and  as  a  punishment  for  your  disobedience,  I  shall 
now  leave  you  to  shift  for  yourself.**  He  then  de- 
parted, and  never  more  visited  Alice,  though  he 
always  spoke  of  her  with  respect. 

After  a  successful  trip  to  Carlisle  ritces,  he  retired 
to  Hexham,  and  proposed  to  celebrate  his  union 
with  Moll  Bawlins  by  a  merry  wedding ;  but  the 
parson  refused  to  perform  the 'ceremony,  haying 

• 

*  Alice  shortly  after  this  was  delJYered  of  a  daughter,  who  inhe** 
rited  many  of  her  Other's  propfiisities,  Mng  aft  fond  of  a  plurality 
of  husbands  as  he  was  of  wives.  Allan  seems  to  have  in  «ome 
degree  corrupted  the  morals  Vf  poor  AUcp ;  for^  finding  herself 
deserted^  she  accepted  the  hand  of  one  Charles  Carr^  to  whom  she 
had  several  children.    She  resided  in  Alnwick  fat  many  yean. 
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heard  tfaot  he  was^  alceady  married.  However,  J^ 
Ian  soon  remored  this  difficulty,  by  dresstng  one  ^ 
the  Jua-gan^  in  argood  suit  of  doathg,  asnd  aoidin^ 
him  to  the  par«on»  before  whom  be  offered  to  sweaur 
that  he  had  attended  Allan's  wife^a  f  cmenl.  T^ 
sotemn  dedaratioii  <of  this  hlXom  -was  credited ;  aai 
the  wedding  afforded  abundanee  of  amusement  torn 
great  company  of  the  lower  dass  of  peofde. 

Moll's  extraragance  and  licentioasnesa  'mdao&i 
AiisLtk  to  have  recourse  to  many  dishonest  ooilriv^ 
antfesy  and  to  resume  all  the  thievish  ttidca  of  l»- 
youth«  To  pamper  her  appetite,  most  o€  the  ho* 
roosts  and  pig-sties  in  the  neighbourhood  werc  kid' 
ittider  contribution^  On  one  oooasioft,  he'  wa^  obu 
served  stealing  some  h^is ;  and  bemg  diosdf  ^fni^ 
saed^  waa  obliged  to  plunge  into  the  T^ne  and 
swim*  across.  The  farmer  boasted  modi  of  having^ 
neariy  taken  a  bDld^  irturdy  robber ;-  and  Allan  in 
revenge  stole  a  Iamb  and  most  of  bis  peultry.  Bat 
the  sufferer^  dreading  to  incur  the  ridicule  of  Yosk 
ndghbours,  never  mel^oned  the  loss  to  any  one. 

One  Sunday,  in  passing  a  farm-house,  about  two^ 
miles  from  Hexham,  he  observed  that  the  fanaoly 
was  absent ;  and,  in  order  to  save  the  trouble  of  re-- 
tammg  at  night,  be  entered  the  pig-sty,  and  se-^ 
lected  one  of  the  young  brood.    On  approachii^ 
the  town,  he  met  the  farmer  and  several  others  re* 
turning  from  church ;  and  just  while  passing,  the 
bttle  prisoner  squeaked  out,    Biit  Allan^  inst2mtf7 
turned  about^  and,  by  several  strange  contortions^ 
impressed  the  rustics  with  the  idea  that  he  was  iun-- 
tating  a  pig ;  and  the  unsuspecting  farmer  joined  in 
the  genesai  laugh,  soaring  out  at  the  same  timer 


^Siiteh^  thoH^d  a  qotet  Aog^    Having  ei^ped  t\m\ 
dialer,  he  tan  to  the  f arai-hoase  by  another  road^ 
Mid  succeeded  in  repfoeing  the  pig  unnoticed  by 
any  person^r 

At  this  thne,  hcf  stole  the  ifoti  gear  attacked  to  tL 

Ytumber  of  ploughs }  aqaJ  haying%Ibaded  a  stout  assy 

t^Mcb  he  borrowed  from  some  mugger^  he  sent- 

Moll  to  sell  the  piunder  to  an  cM  acquaintance  irf- 

(liatesfaead*    The  dealer,  however,  gave  her  only  a^ 

trifle  for  the  whole  load ;  on  which,  the  exasperated' 

Allai^  vowed  to  be  revenged.    Having  borrowed* 

tilree  galloways  froitt  his  friends,  the  muggers,  he 

itnttiedKately  set  oft,  accompanied  by  his  honest^ 

p^yrtner;  and*  bating  reached  P5pewellgate  betwixt. 

twelve  and  one  o*clock  at  night,  he  entered  ^^ 

&bBief»  warehouse  by  means  of  false  kej^s>  of  whieftt 

be  always  kept  a  great  variety.    Striking  a  light, 

be  and  Moll  soon  filled  the  empty  panniers  tvith  old' 

iron  J  when  she  knocked  at  the  hoiiTse  door,  and  he* 

slipped  off.     Moll/  on  being  admitted,  told  the 

dealer  that  she  had  been  in  luek,r  and  would  seD  the 

whole  by  lump  if  he  would  be  generous^    The  bar-r 

gain  was  soon  made,  and  the  whole  was  thrown^ 

into  an  adjoining  cellar.    On  returning  ta  Hexham 

the  same  nighty  they  stole  a  quantity  of  poultry 

and  potatoes,  which  constituted  a  plentiful  feast/ 

and  recompensed  the  muggers  tor  the  loan  of  their 

galloways. 

Allan  contiiltued  his  depredations  tot  a  considera^ 

We  time,  during  which  he  had  several  very  narrow' 

escapes.    At  length,  he  became  weary  of  MoU,  and* 

^'  apprehensive -^f  the  consequences  of  his  unlawful 

practices.    While  standing  musing  one  day  in  the* 
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market-place,   a  girl  in  passing  looked  eames&r 
at  him,  and  then  exclaimed  aloud,   **  Wliat,   Ji». 
mie!  are  you  still  alive?"  when  he  immediately  re- 
cognized an  old  associate,  Fanny  of   Closewood. 
On  a^ouming  to  an  alehouse,  she  seriously  assured 
Allan  that  she  now  led  •  i^ttled,  reformed  life; 
gndtf  as  a  pi^oof  of  her  assertion,  stated  that  she  was 
servant  to  a  rich  young  widow,  whose  husband  had 
been  long"  the  principal  farmer  in  the  neighbourbood 
of  Haltwhistle.    The  word  rich  no  sooner  caogbt 
his  ear,  than  he  conceived  the  project  of  obtaimng 
possession  of  the  widow's  property,  which  his  in- 
formant assured  him  amounted  to  nine  hundred 
pounds,  exclusive  of  the  farming  stock.    On  com- 
municating his  scheme  to  the  reformed  Fanny,  and 
promising  her  two  hundred  pounds  if  he  succeeded, 
she  without  hesitation  suggested  what  she  conceived 
to  be  the  most  p)*udent  plan  of  proceeding;  and 
they  parted  with  mutual  assurances  of  friendship. 

Allan  was  at  -fitst  puzzled  how  to  acquire  the 
means  of  appearing  respectable;  until  he  remem- 
bered seeing  a  n6toriou8  sharper  at  Newcastle  a  few 
days  before,  when  he  was  there  disposing  of  some 
stolen  poultry.    He  therefore  immediately  set  oflT 
in  search  of  this  fellow ; '  and  having  with  some  dif- 
ficulty discovered  his  residence,  he  detailed  the  out- 
lines of  his  plot,  and  proposed  to  give  one  half  of 
his  gains  to  any  one  that  would  furnish  him  with 
the  necessary  requisites.    The  sharper  took  Allan's 
receipt  for  the  sum ;  but  the  latter  confessed  to  the 
writer,  that  he  was,  at  the  very  moment  of  affixing 
his  mark,  meditating  how  to  cheat  him.^    Such  is 
the  honesty  of  thieves. 
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t        Being  equipped  in  a  go#(l  suit  ef  cloaths,  and 
I    mounted  upon  an  excellent  horse,  he  proceeded  to- 
!     wards  Haltwhistle,  which  he  contrived  to  enter  on 
i     the  approach  of  evening.    When  nearly  dark,  he    . 
I     rode  off  to  the  widow'^r^dence,  and  was  glad  that 
I     a  heavy  shower  of  raiiv  favoured  his  project,    ©ft 
i     reaching  the  house,  he  knocked  at  the  door,  and  en- 
r     quired  the  most  direct  road  to  Haydon  Bridge. 
(     His  intended  victim,  seeing  him  gentedly  dressed 
and  well,  mounted,  invited  him  to  alight  until  the^ 
rain  ceased,  and  ordered  a  servant  to  put  up  his- 
horse.     Allan  accepted  her  polite  invitation,  and 
said  that  he  had  crossed  the  country  from  Knares- 
dale,  where  he  had  been  trfmsacting  some  business ; 
but  being  a  stranger  in  the  country,  he  had  lost  his 
way. 

The  artful  Fanny,  having  been  ordered  to  bring 
some  reft-eshments  into  the  parlour,  beckoned  her 
mistress  to  leave  the  room,  when  she  said,  **  O  dame, 
I  know  that  gentleman  well.  He  is  a  great  farmer 
and  grazier  near  Wooler,  and  my  father  is  one  of 
his  hinds.  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  ask  him  how 
my  poor  father  is  ?  for  I  am  ashamed  to  speak  to  so 
great  a  man.  Dear  Mr.  Wood !  he  is  a  fine,  sweet 
man,  and  a  good  master ;  but  I  heard  that  he  never 
smiled  since  'Squire  Carr's  daughter  died,  just  two 
days  before  their  marriage  day.  Aye,  that  was  a 
sad  trial  for  any  Christian  man.'\  The  mistress  was 
much  gratified  to  know  the  general  history  of  her  . 
guest,  and  returned  to  the  parlour  with  a  det^rmu 
g^nation  to  press  him  to  stay  all  night,,  and  to  try 
'Whether  she  could  not  make  him  smile. 
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Haying  mentioned  her  8erv«i)t's  nameaod  fiflsh, 
she  asked  Allan  how  her  father  W9S.  He  umwemei 
that  the  old  roan  was  ki  perfect  health,  but  affectad 
not  to  recollect  his  daughter.  He  then  attempted 
to  take  his  leave;  but,  with  apparent  rdttctamaa 
.offered  himself  at  last  to  be  overcome  by  the  wl 
dow's  kind  solicitations  to  stay  all  night.  AJta 
supper,  be  appeared  affected  by  her  hemty  a&d 
good  sense,  and  sometimes  rdiaxed  Sxito  a  mul^ 
when  he  would  check  himsdf  and  sigh  dee^ily. 
The  vain  woman  observed  witb  ddi^t  afid  e&uLtib- 
ti<m  the  effect  produced  by  her  diarms  ;  and  in  tiie 
isiomingt  when  he  was  a^n  about  to  dqpart,  she 
began  to  play  her  part,  and  appeared  absent  aad 
melancholy.  However,  the  parties  seemed  to  un- 
derstand each  other,  and  it  was  the  third  day  befon 
he  finally  took  his  leave ;  whan  it  was  utiderstood 
that  their  marriage  should  take  place  in  a  £em 
weekfij  after  which  the  farm  wm  to  he  given  up, 
and  she  was  to  acoompany  him  to  bis  own  bouse. 

Allan  returoed.to  Newoa^de  in  hi^  spirits,  beiiy 
confidant  of  success.  His  friend  in  iniquity  thou^ 
the  prospect  very  flattering,  and  gave  him  three 
guineas  to  live  upon,  until  about  twenty  days,  aft» 
which  he  advised  him  to  return,  and  jM'omised  iB' 
the  mean  time  to  write  in  his  name  a  few  flamijy 
love-letters,  which  h^  would  get  posted  at  Alnwick 
Allan,  having  ^ven  up  his  doaths  till  the  appointed 
time,  returned  to  Moll  at  Hexham, 

At  the  end  of  thjw  weeks,  he  was  again  eq^uip* 
ped,  and  returned  to  visit  the  wiidk>w,  with  ^  dc^  - 
6ign  of  hastening  the  tQAniage;  but,  f orttnatidy  f or 


iic^,  one  of  ba*  rdations  had  acddentaily  called,  and 
was  standing  at  the  window  when  he  appeared. 
On  seeing  him,  he  elcdaimed  with  surprise, ''  What 
^an  Jamie  Alkn  the  piper  want  here  ?    J  tesat  ha 
ikas  stolen  both  the  horse  and  the  fine  doaths  he  has 
on."    But  the  widoiy  said^  ^*  Dear  me !  Bob,  are  yon 
toot  mistaken  ?    That  is  ho  piper :  he  is  a  rich  gra^ 
sder  and  a  gentleman ;  his  name  is*  Wood." — '*  Sure* 
ly,  CQUsin,"  replied  her  friend,  **  you  are  out  of  your 
ii?its.    Who  does  not  know  the  thief,  Jamie  AUan  ?" 
The  poor  W4»nan  was  thunderstruck;  she  turned 
;pBde  and  ti^mUied,  and  he)r  fidend  caught  her  ip  his 
MrmS)  and  set  her  upon  a  chair^  when  she  burst  into 
tems,  arid  muttered,  ''  O  the  villainT'    Her  friend^ 
who  was  a  shrewd  man,  guessed  her  meaning,  aiid, 
taking  up  his  whip,  met  Allan  returning  from  the 
Stable,  and  gave  hin^  a  most  severe  lashing,  afteif 
W^h  he  told  him  to  depart  immediately,  or  hd 
Would  orde^  the  servants,  who  were  just  coming  to 
dinher,  to  toss  him  in  a. blanket.    It  was  riot  neees* 
tary  to   repeat   the   threat;   for  AHan  was  soon 
mounted^  and  galloped  off  deeply  chagrined^  both 
at  his  disappointment,  and  at  Jbhe  disgraceful  chas- 
tisement he  had  submitted  Uf^  and  which  he  dreaded 
Would  make  him  become  the  j^st  of  the  country. 
His  apprehensions  in  this  respect  were,  however;. 
Hnfounded ;  for  the  widow  and  her  relation  had  too: 
much  prudence  to  promulgate  a  story  which  would 
Connect  their  names  with  that* of  the  notorious 
AUaUi 

Having  secured  his  hor^,  he  went  home,  very 
late ;  and,  rousing  Moll,  he  said  that  he  had  just  re-, 
turned  from  visiting  hi&  relations  ^where  he  had 
18  8  F 
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told  her  he  mtended  to  go),  and  bad  met  a-  iet 
tradesmen  in  the  street,  who^  were  full  of  fidk^  ant 
wanted  a  tune.  He  then  groped  about,-  and  having 
secured  his  pipes  and  two  shkrtff,  he  requ^xd  bes 
to  rise  and  make  ready  his  supper,  as  he  would  h 
back  in  an  hour.  The  night  wais  very  wet  am 
gtovmyy  yet  he  remounted  his  horse,  and  rode-hari 
until  the  moming ;  when,  after  a  little  rest^  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Liverpool  by  the  most  direct  roads. 

.When* he  reached  the  neighbourhood  of  Lancas- 
ter,, his  finances  were  nearly  exhausted^  and  he  \ie* 
came  faint  with  hunger;  on  which  he  rode  briddj 
up  to  a  large  farm-house,  and  calling  for  the  maatci; 
stated  that  he  was  a  cattle-dealer,  employed  to  sup^ 
ply  the  contractor  for  the  fleet,  and  asked  if  he  bad 
any  fat  beasts  to  dispose  of. .  The  farmer  lequestei 
him  to  alight^,  and  they  soon  agreed  fc»r  about 
twenty  head  of  cattle.  After  spending-  the  daj 
with  great  jollity,,  Allan  (ordered  hk  horse,  saying 
he  liad  to  call  upon  another  farmer,  but  would  inert 
and  pay  him  in^  two  hours  at  the  principal  inn  ift 
Lancaster,  the  name  of  which  he  had  learned  ;  butr 
as  may  be  easily  imagined,  he  proceeded  stndgfat  to 
Liverpool. 

When  he  arrived  at  this  place;  he  sold  the  hcNrse 
for  eighteen  guineas^  intending  to  embark  immedi* 
atdy  for  Ireland..  But  having  entered  the  kitehen 
of  the  inn  where  he  had  sold  the  horse,  to  drink  a 
glass  with  the  hostler, .  he  observed;  a  livery  servant 
giving  very  particular  directions  respecting  his  mas* 
ter's  dinner,  after  which  he  began  to  rdate  sev^ial 
anecdotes  respecting  the  generosity  of  Sr  Sdward. 
Allan  was  positive  that  he  had  heavd  the  fellaw% 
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lidlow  vcSce  somewhere;  but  his  memory  could 
not  supply  him  with  the  particulars.  At  last,  the 
valet  began  to  whistle,  "  The  Flowers  of  the  Forest  ;'* 
when  he  instantly  recollected  Will  Fardington, 
whom  he  had  frequently  seen  at  a  noted  brothel  in 
London,  where  he  had  an  engagement.  Allan  sus- 
pected that  bis  master  would  be  a  bird  of  the  same 
feather,  and  resolved  to  watch  their  operations. 

When  the  valet  left  the  kitchen,  AUan  enquired 
who  his  master  was,  and  was  informed  that  he  was 
a  very  dashing  gentleman,  who  was  waiting  the  ar- 
nval  of  some  friends  from  Cheshire,  that  had  agreed 
to  join  him  in  a  sporting  excursion.  But  when  the 
maid  went  up  stairs 'to  the  gentleman's  room,  he 
followed  her  softly,  and,  peepihg  in,  beheld  Sam 
Bisset,  one  of  the  most  notorious  cheats  and  gam- 
blers in  London.  He  retreated  unobserved,  and 
requested  the  waiter  to  inform  Sir  Edward  that  a 
gentleman  begged  permission  to  wait  upon  him. 
The  servant  returned,  and  said  that  Sir  Edward  was 
not  at  liberty.  However,  knowing  his  man,  Allan 
ascended  the  stairs,  and  entered  the  room  without 
ceremony. 

Sir  Edward  was  sitting  in  a  pensive  attitude,  with 
his  arms  folded  and  his  eyes  fixed  upon  the  floor ; 
nor  did  he  seem  to  notice  the  intrusion  of  a  stran- 
ge*, unta  Allan  said,  **  Is  Sir  Edward  indisposed  ?* 
The  Judght  raised  his  head,  and,  with  evident  em- 
berrassihefit,  ^demanded  his  business.  ^^  My  busi- 
ness,^ replied  the  confident  piper,  *'  is  of  little  <K)n- 
sequence.  On  learning  that  Mr.  Diver  (a  name  he 
w(ui  generally  known  by  amemgst  his  pn^gate 
con^ianions)  was  in  this  quftrtclr,  I  made  free  to  caM 
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upon  him."    Sir  Edward  was  much  alarmed  to  hor 
his  Jlaah  wane,  and  supposed  that   h^  bad    liee 
traced  out  by  some  keen  officer  of  justioe,    Bui 
Allan  ended  his  suspense,  hj  advancing  and  saying  j 
in  a  confidential  tone,  *^  You  have  nothing  to  dread  i 
from  me,  c^id  will  always  find  a  friend  in  Jem  the  j 
musician."    Sam  immediately  recollected  bim,  iui  \ 
countenance  brightened  up,  and  seizing  AQan  by  * 
the  h^nd,  he  conducted  him  to  a  seat.     Wine  bemg  \ 
brought  in,  a  good  deal  oi  desultory  conveisatioiv 
ensued,  when  Allan  said*  ^*  Now,  Sam»  tell  an  eld 
friend  frankly  who^s  to  pay  the  piper.'''     Sam  began 
a  long,  disjointed  harangue,  about  the  recent  death. 
of  an  old  rich  aunt ;  but  AU^i  interrupted  bim  by 
a  loud  laugh,  and,  rising  from  the  table,  said,  **  Aye, 
siyc,  your  servant  proves,  the  truth  <^  your  atate^ 
ment ;  and  I  wish  your  konaur  success." 

Sam,  seeing  that  Allan  was  not  to  be  g^tHgdi  €&« 
treated  him  to  resume  bis  seat,  and  he  would  teQ 
him  the  truth,  as  they  might  be  of  use  to  each 
oth^r.  He  then  began  thus  ;«^^*  ^bout  six  months 
ago,  I  met  a  young  noblaman  at  a  notorious  gmaiii^ 
house,  and  in  one  night  I  eased  him  of  eight  hon* 
dred  pounds.  I  knew  the  hounds  would  be  after 
me  next  day,  particularly  as  I  bilked  our  wcurdiy 
landlord,  who  expected  one  l^alf  of  my  winmngd 
I  therefore  deter^imed  to  endeavour  to  raiae  my 
fortune  by  this  money,  for  which  purpose  I  eng:^^ 
Will ;  and,  being  properly  rigged  oujt,  we  mpaiied 
to  Bath,  where  I  %ured  away  at  all  plf^ses  c^  pub&Q 
resort,  until  I  found  a  simple  young  ;girl,  possess^ 
in  her.  pwn  right  of  a  large  fotUmit.  ISy  Will's  aa- 
gistoic^  I  ^oon  iixaja^/ft^d  ngra^lf  ipta  ]2^  ^ooi 
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gmces;  ^^  every  thing  was  in  a  prosperous  train, 
when  her  saucy  waiting-maid  betrayed  us  to  her 
uncle,  who  is  also  her  guardian,  and  she  was,  at  an 
bourns  notice,  hurried  off  to  this  neighbourhood, 
where  they  reside :  and  what  is  very  provoking,  the 
undle  discharged  all  his  servants  at  Bath,  except  this 
sour,  cursed  maid;  so  that  Will  has  to  begin  his 
game  again.  Oh !  if  I  could  only  get  at  har  again, 
I«  would  soon  whisk  her  to  Scotland." 

Allan  observed  that  he  had  been  engaged  in  such 
a  bimness  before,  and  offered  for  three  guineas  to 
convey  a  letter  to  the  young  lady.  Sam  shewed 
him  that  sum,  and  promised  to  double  it  if  he 
brought  back  an  answer.  The  letter  being  writ- 
ten, be  set  off  to  the  gentleman's  mansion,  which 
istood  about  five  miles  from  Liverpool,  and  only  a 
few  hundred  yards  from  a  small  village.  He  was 
{deased  to  find  here  a  puUic  house ;  and  his  joy  was 
much  increased,  when,  on  entering,  be  saw  a  servant 
in  livery  drinking  a  pot  of  hot  al9  and  brandy. 

Allan  soon  entered  into  conversation  with  thifr 
man,  whom  he  treated  fioeely  with  his  fitvourite  be- 
Vfi^rage.  After  talking  much  about  himself,  the 
footman  began  to  describe  his  tnaster's  fainily.  He 
ded^ed  that  the  esquijife  was  a  chuxit,  and  had  disr 
graced  the  house  by  allowing  his  sei^vants  notfaiii^ 
better  than  tabl&-beepr.  His  mistress,  he  <*ontinuedi 
wa$  a  fine  lady,  but  Qould  do  nothing ;  and  her 
nieee  was  a  pretty  girl^  who  was  watched  like  ^ 
(Mef }  and  two  honest  fellows  had  beet>  set  addfift  9J^ 
ftitfa,  becauae  they  would  not  spy  And  import  all  th« 
youfig  lady's  actioito.  Allan  sboolt  bi^  kmA^  9ft 
proved  of  his  renuurks,  and  swore  he:  fete  an  bcjn^st 
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fellow;  adding,  that  he  knew  his  master's  tempet 
well,  for  he  was  a  distant  relation,  but  was  oUig^ed 
to  come  incog ;  and  that  if  he  would  deliver  a  letter    f 
to  the  young  lady,  he  would  give  him  a  gukiea 
when  he  brought  an  answer.    The  servant  under- 
took the  commission  without  hesitation,  and  pro- 
mised to  return  in  the  morning.    But  Allan  waited 
all  the  fc^owing  day ;  and  it  was  not  until  the  se- 
cond morning  that  the  footman  re-appearodt  and 
j^roduced  a  letter  in  great  haste.    However,  Bfler 
being  paid  the  stipulated  reward,  he  found  tisoe  \o 
swallow  two  glasses  of  brandy;  when  Allan  re- 
turned  much  pleased  to  Liverpool 

On  arriving  at  the  inn,  he  presented  the  letter  to 
Sam  with  one  hand,  and  held  out  the  other  fm  die 
promised  three  guineas.  But  his  employe  hea^ 
tated,  and  begged  him  to  be  patient,  and  he  would 
pay  him  handsomely  when  he  got  the  lady's  ibr* 
tune ;  on  which  Allan  motioned  as  if  he  meant  to 
bum  the  letter,  to  prevent  which  the  cash  wa& 
paid. 

The  letter  stated  that  she  had  heard  many  insinu- 
ations to  his  disadvantage ;  but  if  he  would  favour 
her  with  a  private  interview  in  the  garden,  into 
which  she  could  procure  him  admittance  by  a  pri- 
vate door,  and  dear  his  honour,  she  would  continue 
her  good  <^inion  of  him.  Sam  was  overjoyed  at 
ibis  welcome  invitation,  and  immediately  b^an  to 
write  an  answer.  He  then  ordered  a  bottle  of  wiocv 
and  promised  Allan  an  hundred  pounds  when  he 
returned  with  his  charmer  from  Scotland,  and  in 
the  mean  time  he  would  give  what  he  could  spore 
for  his  aervioes. 


JAMES  ALI^AK.  41jr 

/ 

.  Wbeii  Allan  left  the  room,  he  observed  Satn  to^ 
^ve  his  pretended  servant  a  look,  as  if  wishing  him 
to  stop.  Allan's  saspidons  were  alive :  he  therefore 
vent  with  a  heavy  foot  down  stairs,  but,  patting 
off  his  shoes,  returned  softly  and  listened  at  the. 
door,  when  he  heard  Will  say,  "I  wonder  what 
brought  the  busy,  prying  fellow  here,**— "O  never 
mind,"  observed  Sam ;  "  we  wiU  punish  the  de^pica* 
hie  Scotch  piper. ^  Allan  had  now  heard  enough; 
and  he  again  descended  the  stairs,  inflamed  with 
rage  at  the  epithet,  **  despicable  Scotch  piper '^  ' 

Next  morning,  Allan  and  Sam  parted  with  mur 
tual  professions  of  friendship;  and  the  former  re- 
paired to  the  gentleman's  seat  to  deliver  the  answer,, 
through  the  footman,   to  the  enamoured^  yoiing 
kdy.     But  he  this  tioie  walked  past  the  village 
public  bouse,  muttering,  ''The  despicable  Scotch 
piper  r  and,  entering  the  great  hall,  demanded  an 
audience  with  the  esquire.    A  servant  ushered  him 
into  the  library,  where  his  master  was  sitting  writ- 
ing. .  When  the  door  was  shut,  AUan  approached 
and  began  to  detail  the  plot  for  ruining  tiis  niece, 
and  the  character  and  pursuits  of  her  pretended 
lover  and  his  accomplice.    He  then  produced  the 
letter  whieh  had  been  committed  to  his  chaige; 
but  the  gentleman  refused  to  open  it,  and  desiring 
him  to  wait  a  few  minutes,  he  went  out,  and 
shortly  after  returned  with  his  niece.    She  was  a 
fine  plump  young  girl,  below  the  middle  sizQ  with 
a  very  innocent  and  undesigning  look.    Her  unde 
now  repeated  with  great  accuracy  the  informations 
tiiat  Allan  had  given,  which  the  lady  heard  with 
astonishing  composure ;  and  when  he  had  finishedr 
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ike  broke  the  seal  of  tbe  letter,  and  faflnded  it  to 
him  to  read^ 

The  letter,  Allan  thought^  was  extremdy  wdl 
Written;  for  Sam  had  received  a  good  edvtcaiaau 
and«  was  i^markably  well  accomplished.     It  ended 
hy  appointing  a  nieeting   ndxt  eTening^   at   ta 
o'dock,  in  the  garden.    The  sentimeirts  of  the  let- 
ter oonireyed  such  an  appearance  of  generosity^  bo-* 
tiour,  and  disinterestedness^  that  Allan  theiigftt  H 
necessary  to  be  more  particular  in  his  lelatioiL  Be 
therefore  observed,   that  he  eherished   no  ill  wi& 
Ugainst  this  man ;  though  he  had  taken  adTsntage 
of  his  ignorance  of  the  world,  to  deooy  bim  into 
gaming-houiSies,  where  he  was  robbed^  and  »  Gom^ 
pletely  ruined,  as  to  be  obliged  to  play  occasonalily 
like  a  common  musician,  in  order  to  eke  out  thtf 
femains  of  his  scanty  fortune.    But,  he  added,  hmr^ 
ing  accidentally  seen  this  base  sharper  in  Liveipoolt 
he  had  masked  his  feeHngs,  and  insinuated  himself 
Into  his  favour^  with  a  view  of  saving  his  prey  from 
destruction.    He  also  offered  to  make  oath  of  the 
truth  of  his  statement,  and  to  accompany  any  one 
to  London,  where  he  oould  find  hutidreds  who  could 
give  a  shocking  detail  of  bis  numerous  villanies. 

Allah's  decent  appearance,  aind  his  rimple  and 
earnest  manners,  combined  with  other  circumstance^ 
how  produced  an  effect  upon  the  young  lady,  whof 
with  tear*,  clasped  her  uncle  in  her  alms.     Tbe 
Worthy  gentleman  tenderly  caressed  her^  and  sai^ 
••  Since  my  dear  Bessy  is  convinced  of  her  erratj  all 
IS  forgotten;  and  this  afiair  must  never  be  again 
mentioned,  either  by  you  or  any  one  else."    Thtf 
young  lady  wiped  her  eyes,  rose,  apd  said  with  fo^ 
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If  our,  ^'  AD  toy  life  ishafl  be  devoted  to  piote  tn^setf 
Wc^hy  of  my  kiiid  utiele ;  and  the  iteward  of  tibw 
.^^iMi;?  man  I  leave  in  his  hands."    She  then  hastily 
Withdrew. 

The  e^uire,  fho«gh  gr&wti  xMy  was  ntUl  a  keen 
^pdftsttian,  actiTe^  livtely,  atid  full  of  humour  and 
f5?0lid  He  was  fond  of  Company,  and,  notwith- 
^tidii^g  the  grumblings  of  his  footman,  kept  a 
,gdod  hous^.  Aftei*  musing  for  some  time,  he  ex- 
claimed^ **The  d — d  togue  shall  not  escape  with 
itti^nnity  ndther.  Will  yon,*'  he  continued,  turn* 
ing  to  Allan,  ''  carry  a  letter  to  this  scoundrel  ?  and 
i^hen  you  return,  you  shall  be  rewarded,"  Allan 
ptomised  to  do  any  thing  to  serve  him  and  disap- 
point so  base  a  villain.  The  gentleman  then  left 
the  room,  and,  when  he  returned,  presented  Allan 
with  a  letter  and  the  garden-key ;  on  which  he  took* 
his  leatei  and  returned  to  Liverpool. 

Sam  perused  the  epistle  with  great  attention,  and 
then  sskid, ''  This  is  an  unlucky  afi&ir.  She  requests 
otir  meeting  to  be  defend  for  a  wtek,  when  her 
uncle  intends  to  vidt  London;  so  I  will  have  to 
€imtinue  to  live  in  this  expensive  style  seven  days 
knger."  Btit  Allan  knew  that  the  letter,  which 
had  been  written  by  the  young  lady,  fixed  the 
itaeeting  at  the  same  time  he  himself  had  appointed. 
He  therefore  rejoiced  taio^e  th^n  ever  that  he  had 
unmasked  hini;  and  pretending  to  go  to  a  party 
wbeite  he  had  beeh  engaged  to  play,  he  weitt  out» 
and  h^tened  back  to  the  g^ntlemaai's  mansion,  impa^ 
tierit  to  see  hoW  this  tragi^^toiedy  would  terminate. 

The  servants  were  just  letting  down  to  dinner^ 
smd  Allan  was  conducted  into  the  housekeep^s 

3  o 
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room^   where  he  was  kindly   entertained.      The 
esquire  then  sent  for  him,  and  enquired  if  he  bad 
delivered  the  letter  safe.    He  next  rung  far  tbe 
butler^  and  said,  "  John,  I  have  certain  infonnatioii 
that  two  thieves  intend,  at  ten  o'^ock  this  night,  to 
enter  and  rob  my  garden,    Sou  and  the  other  scr- 
vants  win  therefore  keep  a  look-4ut,  and  give  the 
fellows  a  good  ducking  in  the  pond.     Nevermind 
their  fine  excuses ;  but  give  them  such  a  bigbt  as 
may  prevent  them  from  repeating  the  atteittpt* 
The  servant  promised,  with  evident  pleasure,  to  wft 
his  orders  exactly  executed. 

About  the  appointed  time,  Allan,  accompanied 
by  the  gardener,  butler,  coachman,  and  two  grooms 
repaired  to  the  summer-house ;  where  they  had  not 
waited  long,  until  the  lock  of  an  adjoining  door  was 
opened  softly^  and  two  men  entered.     As  they  ap* 
proached,  the  gardener  darted  forward,  and,  B&w\g 
Sam  by  the  collar,  vociferated,  **  You  thief,  I  have 
you  now  !^'    The  other  was  also  secured,  and  both 
were  hurried  towards  the  pond;  their  pace  being 
quickened  by  the  application  of  a  horse-whip.     Here 
they  were  dragged  through  the  pond  till  nearly  ex* 
hausted,  when  the  esquire  himself  appeared  with  a 
lantern,  and  demanded  what  had  happened.     ^  Only, 
please  your  honour,"  said  the  gardener,  ''dudusg 
these  tWQ  thieves,  who  I  know  have  long  robhed 
me."    The  esquire  held  the  light  to  their  faces,  and 
^d,  in  an  ironical  tone,  ^'  Your  servant,  Sir  Edwan^ 
or  Sir  Sam :  the  honour  of  this  visit  was  not  onex- 
pected ;"  and  added,  in  a  severe  voice,  *^  But  remem- 
|)er,  villains,  if  ever  you  again  attempt  to  steal  cab^ 
|)ages  pr  ladies,  your  lives  may  be  t)ie  forfeit  of  ypuc 


I 

J 


iA^tES  ALLAN.  41# 

|>rfesumption.'*  He  then  signed  to  the  senrants  to* 
conduct  them  off;  When  Allafi  stepped  forward, 
and,  making  a  low  bow,  giaid,  **  Grentlemen,  you  may/ 
tiiank  a  despicable  Scotch  piper  for  your  just  punish- 
ment, which  i^  otity  4  piielude  to  th6  gallowf,  wher^ 
you  will  both  soon  artiVe.^  ' 

On  returning  io  the  mansion,  the  butler  drew 
some  excellent  ale ;  ^nd  Allan  taking  out  his  pipes, 
the  dancing  commenced  with  great  spirit;  and  per- 
haps "  there  never  was  at  merrier  kitchen  since  the 
flood."  Next  morning,  the  esquire  presented  Allah 
with  ten  guineas  for  his  playing,  which  he  uhden 
stood  as  a  hint  not  to  merition  the  real  cause.  After 
assuring  the  old  gentleman  of  his  fidelity,  he  again 
departed  for  Liverpool.  Having  called  at  the  inuj 
he  was  informed 4;hat  the  sham  Sir  Edward  had  dis- 
appeared without  paying  his  bill,  and  that  the  land- 
lord intended  to  offer  a  reward  for  his  apprehension; 
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.  CHAPTER  XXVII. 

Allan  meets  the  Manager's  Wife— A  singular  Act  of  Generosity— Virtuous  Reso- 
lutions—An  old  Laodlord — Resumes  bis  Ticious  Habits— Is  robbed  and  deserteu 
•-Assisted  bjr  a  real  Friend;-- Sails  .from  Livei||ool— A  female  Saiior-*-Danger-^ 
oos  Intrigue — Allan  compelled  to  jump  into  the  Sea— Gains  a  small  Islet— A 
happy  Deliverance.  '     .  » 

At  the  end*  of  every  adventure,  Allan  always  felt 
a  strong  impulse  to  return  home ;  attd  he  now  spent 
the  day  in  enquiring  for  a  vessel  to  Whitehaven  or 


Mafyport  Op  returning,  lie  passed  a  feamh  whm 
£ace  he  thoij^ht  hd  knew.  He  tfaeref oie  Tetitf»m  j 
hastily  and  agam  passed  her  near  a  lamps  fot  k  n^is 
theu  nearly  darV»  ^nd,  peepiqg  agaiH  in  b9  {vai^, 
j^cqUected  his^  (4d  a^uawt^ua^  the  naaaager's  wif^. ! 
On  looking  up,  she  stood  stUL  vitb  astonfthjnifnt  I 
After  the  iQiifst  9i^uta^tioiia  and  espjiesskHOMs  of  mofm^ 
were  over,  be  entreated  ber  tp  a^seo^ipany  lum  to  9  -i 
hpus^  of  entertainment ;  buit  this  sbe  de<jnec4  ^jr*^  ^ 
iDg  that  her  lockings  were  new  s|t  hiUBd,  nbet^  iC  | 
be  (^Q««  V>  att^od,  her»  t^ey  c^tdd  Qoiwprae  ^ntli 
pleasure. 

.  She  conducted  hba, into^a  bopk  stiieet..  aad  wfieied 
fir  large  lodgingJioa^e,.  where  ib^  occupied  a  smM 
rpom.  Oq  lighting  a  candle,  b^  obiKryed  tiiat  dM 
look^  Q^^tremely  thin* and  pal0»  and  waa  ^^tj 
nae^iily  dressed^  H^r  room  yfe»  ahyU^  lumialied; 
but  every  thing  wi^  parttediarly  deaB  aad  iieal^}i 
arranged.  Some  pieces  of  muslin  lay  upon  a  table, 
on  which  were  wrought  several  ingenious  devices, 
and  which  seemed  to  be  her  employment.  Allan 
was  affected  by  a  recollection  of  her  tenderness  and 
generosity  towards  him,  his  own  criminal  conduct, 
and  her  present  forlorn  condition ;  and  pulling  out 
a  guinea^  he  threw  it  down,  and  said,  *^  There,  go, 
bring  in  a  good  dinner  and  a  bottle  of  wine,  for  I 
fl^m  excessively  hungry."  But  tliis:  she  positively 
refused ;  observing  that  he  was  her  first  visitor  snee 
she  entered  Liverpool,  and  therefore  she  was  t&e 
more  able  to  entertain  him.  However,  he  insisted 
so  vehemently  on  having  his  own  way,  that^  to  ter- 
inlnate  the  dispute,  she  at  length  yielded. 


After  dinner,  AQaQ  enquired,  in  m  ddiwte  mi 
friendly  a  mtnnef  as  posufale,  into  her  present  cir^ 
^^mstaitDes,  which  h^  expressed  a  fear  were  not 
gfiod;  when  di£w  ^th  that  wtless  candour  fc^ 
which  he  waa  competted  to  admire  her,  replied*. 
^Perhaps*  sir,  I  anxaa  lu^ppy  at  I  deserve;  for  I 
have  eommitted  enof»,  and  their  oonaequences  aM 
vnavoidabler  I  do  not,  •however,  eondemn  myself 
Iot  leavixi^  you.  Had  you  proved  faithful,  my  spU 
lita  and  fortitude,  while  employed  in  augmenting 
y0Udr  happuoess,.  would  never  have  failed  me  But 
whex^  I  had  aMertained  that;  you  kept  n  low,  vicious 
yfimwi,  I  thai  became  convinced  that  I  had  de^ 
oe&ved  myself,  and  that  you  n»tber  loved  nor  Kt 
spectedme. 

''  I  know  tlie  laws  both  of  God  and  mm  respeet^ 
ing  the  duties  of  a  wife;  yet  I  cannot  see  mf 
culpability  in  leaving  my  hoshnnd.  Oh!  sir,,  the 
hadnesfi  of  his  heart  ia  indescnbable ;  and  his  con- 
duet  to  me  was  so  ingeniously  crud,  and  so  inde*- 
cently  brutal,  that  I  shall  Aever  divulge  it.  Yet  I 
think  it  impos^le  to  hate  a  man  upon  whom  a 
woman  haa  lavished  her  *  virgin  love ;'  so  when  yoo 
abandoned  me,  I  resolved  to  try  a  scheme  whidi  I 
vainly  flattered  myself  might  soften  and  reform  my 
husband.  Elated  with  hope,  I  sought  out  Us  eom*^ 
pany,  but  was  infcnrmed  that  he  had  lived  wiih  Mrs» 
Povington  (known  also  by  the  name  of  the  iH<tg* 
nant  actress)  ever  since  my  departure.  The  illusion 
of  reconciliation  was  now  dissipated;  for  I  weD 
toiew  that  this  unprincipled  woman  was  the  chief 
jeause  of  the  misery  I,had  suffered.  I  therefore  left 
this  part  of  the  eoimtry.    But,  through  fatigue  andl 
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a^tation    o  mind,  I  fell  sick ;  and  when  tbe  jil^  j 
dan  told  my  kind-hearted  landlady  that  there  re- 
mained no  hopes  of  my  recovery,  I  rejoiced  at  thc^ 
prospect  of  death,  and  at  my  departure  from  a  woddi 
whefe  I  had  always  endeavoured  to  prcunote  the! 
happiness  of  others,  and  whet^  I  had  been  rewarded  ' 
ky  a  kind  of  general  conspiracy  against  my  own. 
My  constitution,  however,  triumphed  over  tins  ae-  \ 
vere  disorder.     I  supported  myself  for  some  time    \ 
by  needle-work ;  and  when  my  health  was  nearly     { 
re-established,   I  offered  myself  to   two  diffenaDLt    j 
theatres;  but  my  wan  appearance  and  poor  dre» 
caused  me  to  be  rather  rudely  rejected  in  both  in-   i 
stances.    After  this,  I  became  familiar  with  unsf<»r^ 

tunes/  but  am  now,  sir,  more ^"    But  hoe  her 

words  became  inarticulate.     She  tried  agsun  to  re- 
sume her  story;  but,  shocked  with  grie(  she  d&i  . 
sisted,  arid  burst  into  tearS/ 

Allan  was  affected.     He  accused  himself  of  being 
the  sole  cause  of  bringing  an  amiable  woman  mto 
ruin  and  disgrace;  and,  under  the  impression  of 
those  principles  of  justice  which  occa^<mally  yisiC 
the  breast  of  every  human  being,  he  resolved  to 
inake  her  all  the  repsutttion  in  his  power.     He  th»^B- 
fore  took  her  kindly  by  the  hand,  and,  after  urging 
her  to  be  composed^  offered  to  become  b^  husband, 
and,  with  many  protestations,  promised  by  his  fu- 
ture conduct  to  make  amends  for  his  past  misdeeds. 
She  now  at  once  regained  her  serenity,  and,  in  a 
firm  voice,  said,  '*  No,  Mr.  Baldwin  (the  name  he^ 
had  assumed  when  he  joined  the  strolling  players), 
this  can  never — shall  never  be.    The  greatest  enor 
of  my  life  was  my  connection  with  you ;  for  I  must 
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cwndidly  say,  that  you  are  a  stranger  to  those  solid 
affections  that  constitute  domestic  comfort." — '*  You 
are  right,"  rejoined  Allan  hastily;   "you  are  too 
good  for  me,  axi^  I  wi}l  never  again  tease  you  onf 
this  subject.    Only,  you  must  now  solemnly  pro^; 
iiiise  to  be  guided  by  my  advice  in  one  instance, 
ijvherein  the  disposal  of  your  person  is  quite  out  of 
the  question."    After  a  considerable  pause,  she  re- 
plied, *•  Well,  sir,  I  will  abide  by  your  advice,  pro- 
Tided  it  be  consistent  with  honour."    Allan  imme- 
diately drew  his  purse  and  counted  out  twenty 
guineas,  which  he  pushed  forward,  saying,  "  Now, 
Isabella,  go  and  purchase  a  genteel  dress.     You 
possess  abilities ;  and  if  the  manager  here  will  but 
give  you  a  trial,  I  have  no  doubt -of  your  being 
engaged.    Make  no  excuses,  for  I  am  positive,  and 
Ijave  ipore  left ;  but  I  can  never  want  while  I  can 
finger  a  pair  of  pipes."     She,  however,  began  to  re- 
monstrate ;  when  be  declared  that  if  she  broke  her 
promise,  he  would  throw  the  whole  out  of  the  win-f 
dow.    "Then,  sir,"  said  she,  "I  will  take  this  mo- 
ney; only  you  must  suffer  me  to  repay  it."    To 
^his  he  made  no  reply,  but  immediately  took  his 
.leave,  much  pleased  at  himself  for  this  momentary 
fit  of  generosity. 

Allan,  in  two  days,  was  highly  gratified  to  hear^ 
that  his  old  friend  was  announced  in  the  play-bOls ; 
but  his  pleasure  was  greatly  augmented,  when,  at 
night,  he  witnessed  the  very  flattering  reception  she* 
received  from  a  splendid  and  crowded  audience.  Iq 
the  morning,  he  dilled  to  congratulate  her  on  her 
success ;  when  she  informed  him  that  her  engage- 
rmit  was  much  more  profitable  tjian  what  she  had 
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^entaned  to  antidpAte.  Alkii  was  now  telisfie! 
with  himself:  he  reflected  with  exultatioH  on  ibe 
good  he  had  done  rince  he  entered  Liverpool,  snd 
^solved  immediately  to  t^etum  liome  Bbd  lead  a 
virtuous  life. 

However^  n^xt  day,  in  ramWing  about  Ae  tcwm, 
he  took  the  whim  of  viating  the  public  house  &om 
wMch  he  had  escaped  when  in  custody  fot-  desertieBL 
On  entering,  he  recollected  his  dd  lukHard,  mnt 
atting  down  by  the  kitchen  fijhe,  called  for  a  ^iaas 
of  mm.  After  reflecting  for  some  time  on  pask 
scenes,  hia  attention  was  attracted  hj  aome  fine 
hfflfns  that  were  hanging  up ;  and,  on  viewing  them 
nnwjre  particularly,  he  was  equally  surprised  and 
pleased  to  see  his  own  small  piped  amongst  the 
group.  Ordering  another  glass,  he  said  to  the  land- 
lord^  in  a  careless  mariner,  ^Pray,  what  is  thai 
hanging  from  the  celling  ?"  pointing  at  the  pipes,  r 
Ris^host,  who  was  a  Idquacious 'oM  man,  immedi- 
ately sat  down,  and  said  that  if  was  a  mu&eal  instru- 
menti  though  he  never  mw  any  body  that  could 
play  upon  it ;  adding,  **  I  tati  tcH  you  a  funny  stoiy 
ikbout  that  queer  instrument,  if  you  hfave  time  to 
hear  it."  Allan  assured  him  that  he  would  be 
highly  gratified  by  the  relation,  when  the  landloTd 
began,  and  detailed  his  escape  With  so  many  addi- 
tions and  embellishments,  that  Allan  could  scsarceiy 
recognize  his  own  real  share  in  the  business.  The 
narrative  ended  by  the  landlord  saying,  •*  Aye;  be 
tras  a  clever  fellow ;  and 'were  I  to  sec  him  again,  I 
would  tr«it  him  with  half*  a  dozen  b^iles  of  my 
best  eid  port  I  often  laugh  when  I  think  of  tiie 
ifage  of  his  guards  when  he  eseaped."^ 
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•    The  tale,  however,  was  exceedingly  gratifying  to 
Allan,  who  asked  permission  to  look  at  the  instni- 
ixient^  which  was  cheerfully  granted.    He  began  to 
examine  and  adjust  it,  aa  if  he  was  merely  amusing 
himself;  but  when  the  landlord  went  up  stairs  to 
wait  upon  company,  he  hastily  tuned  it,  and  struck 
up  the  merry  tune  called  ^' FeUon  Loanenr    The 
novel  sound  drew  the  company  from  the  adjoining 
rooms,  who  crowded  around  the  strange  musician ; 
while  the  landlady,  ^Tter  viewing  him  attentively 
for  a  few  seconds,  exclaimed,  **  Mercy  upon  us !  the 
very  man  that  escaped  from  the  soldiers  T     But 
Allan  no  longer  dreaded  the  military,  and  continued 
playing  without  noticing  her  ejaculations  of  sur- 
prise.    The  landlord  now  approached,  and;  after 
peering  in  his  face  with  the  most  laughable  gravity, 
he  shouted  in  rapture,  "By  Jove,  thou*s  right,^  Sa- 
rah.   Give  me  thy  hand,  my  brave  lad.     I  always 
said  thou  wouldst  come  back ;  and  though  my  wtfe 
thinks  Tm  nae  Solomon,  she'll  certaiidy  confess  now 
I'm  a  prophet.'* 

The  landlord's  often-told  story  was  well  known 
to  all  his  customers,  so  that  curiosity,  as  well  as  the 
novelty  and  channs  of  the  music,  attracted  much 
company ;  and  at  the  end  of  a  few  days,  Allan  was 
six  pounds  into  pocket,  for  the  landlord  refused  to 
take  any  thing  for  his  board.      His  fame  soon 
spread,  and  he  was  frequently  engaged  by  very 
genteel  parties.    He  dso  became  acquainted  with^ 
.    aiid  received  favours  from,  several  eminent  musi- 
dans.    During  two  months,  he  conducted  himself 
with  great  propriety ;  and  after  purchasing  a  gen- 
teel suit  of  doaths,  a  dozen  of  fine  shirts,  and  seve- 
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ral  other  necessaries,  he  \^ad  stUl ,  left  shore  ten 
pounds.  He  also  behaved  wHl^  great  deficacy  and 
propriety  towards  his  friend  the  stress,.  wWa  be 
bad  never  visited  but  once  siiic6  her  eogagOBflut, 
lest  his  frequent  esiUs  nii^t  injury  her  chairortPT. 
He  knew  that  the  display  of  $udi  generQi:ia  feeZings 
was  the  best  way  to  obtain  her  esteem ;  ai^d  be  is- 
dulged  the  hope  that  she  would  yet  admit  jhim 
again  into  favour. 

But  while  he  was  thus  livifig  in  a  stsjt^  oC  great 
self-denial,  he  accidentally  became  acquainted  vjfli, 
afx  artful  ypung  wo^ian,  a  native  of  Durham,  ^^ 
lived  in  a  brothel;  and  an  opporti^iuty  was  thm 
offered  for  indulging  his  looae  dLq^odtioiv  wiiidi  iie 
was  unable  to  resiisL     Hia  kidnstrioua  exertioa» 
were  now  agi^n  abandoned, '  his  fioifOQer  patzoiaft 
shunned  his  ccuoipany,  and  hia  cash,  d^wind^  ^^ 
away.    Whenever'he  thQUght  of  Isabella,  bh  errors 
appeared  i^^excusable,  and  he  bitterly  hmeated  bis  \ 
infatuat^ion.     But  his  remorse  and  hi&  teaokatioci  \ 
forsook  him  as  soon  as  his  mistress  ^ppeax^^  fof 
she  ha4  gained  a  coniplete  ascendancy  over  him. 
She  laughed  at  his  <JU;$tress  when  he  examined  his  { 
purs9,  a^nd  assured  him  that  h^r  best  Ipve^  t^cap-  \ 
tain  of  a  Guineaman^  would  anr^ve  if^  a  few  da^% 
when  she  would  fleece  tJye  stiiUdng  tar»  wSk  thee 
they  would  fly  together  into  thenc^ih  aad.  enjoy 
theoiselyes.    This,  was  a  gddea.aad  pleafi^g  yros- 
pect  to  Alian^  who  ajLways  approved  of  every  aclieaie 
for  rais^  the  wind,  whexQ  labour  a^  il;^itlstI3j[ 
were  not  concerned. 

About  this  time,  Isabella  sent  for  hinp^  and  r&* 
turned  the  twenty  guineas  whidi  he  had.  given  h&t ; 
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iwlnd  it  the  same  time  admonished  him,  in  the  most 
tfH^ndly  atid  affectionate  m toner,  to  refrain  from 
i  thol^e  vicious  ahd  d^l^gerous  practices  she  had  heard 
I  ]j^  Was  indulging  ih.  .  Allan  was  confounded  and 
I  abashed  befbre  her,  and,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  pro* 
t  xHtsed  to  return  home  immediately,  and  never  more^ 
I  to  associate  with  bad  company. 

On  returning  to  his  misttess,  he  appeared  very 
I  thoughtful  and  melan^oly^  saying  that  he  had  met 
I  a  friend  who  had  shewed  uim  a  letter  from  Koth- 
I  buty,  which  gave  an  aceotint  of  his  brother^s  death ; 
I   luid  that  he  must  dejiart  in  the  morning,  and  hot>ed 
'   she  would  soon  fbllow.    The  experienced  deceiver 
eiksily  saw  through  the  falsehdod  of  his  ^t^t^ment, 
but  seemed  to  sympathise  with  him,  and  to  be  in- 
consokUe  at  their  sudden,  and,  as  she  feared,  bmi* 
lious  Separation.     Howevfer,  she  ordered  a  good 
supper  and  a  liofctle  of  brandy,  that  they  might 
once  more  erijoy.  themselves.     Allan's  heart  now 
opened;  and,  while  drinking  friendly  together,  he 
shewed  her  the  cash  he  had  teceived.     This  she 
scarcely  seemed  to  notice,  biit  cbhtinued  to  pout 
out  bumpers  of  braiidy,  sO  Ihat  before  niidtlight  she 
^as  obliged  to  assist  iti  undressing  him. 
In  the  morhihg,  when  he  awoke,  h6  Was  6tirt)rise4 
*     to  find  the  lad^  had  left  the  room.    However,  he 
concluded  that  she  had  felt  sick,  aiid  had  been  com- 
pelled to  rise  sooner  than  Usual.    !But  wheh  he  rose 
to  dress,  and  perceived  tlmt  his  best  suit  of  doatb^ 
was  removed,  he  hastS  jr  examined  his  pbckets,  and 
found  that  the  whde  of  his  cash  was  also  ^titie. 
Jlothing,  indeed,  Was  left  e^jtcept  hi^  two  paif  of 
j^pes,  which  he  took  up  and  walked  out,  deeply 


428  LIFE   OF 

mortified  at  being  so  easily  duped.  It  rained  verj 
heavy ;  yet  he  wandered  about  the  streets,  c^iiszii^ 
his  fate,  until  he  was  completely  drenched.  He 
determined  at  last  to  travd  northwards  ;  but  »ang 
a  small  brig  taking  on  board  some  boxes  which  the 
porter  said  were  for  Newcastle,  he  accosted  tiie 
mdster,  and  it  was  immediately  agreed  tJiat  he 
should  have  a  passage  for  two  pounds. 

His  design  was  to  apply  to  Isabella  for  Badstance ; 
but  with  such  awe  does  the  appearance  of  viitae  in- 
spire even  the  most  vicious,  that,  impudent  as  Vie 
was,  he  walked  above  an  hour  near  her  rendence 
before  he  could  summon  resolution  to  appear  before 
her.    Howev-^,  he  at  last  ventured  in,  and  /bund 
her  dressing  to  attend  the  rehearsal.     In  brief  terms 
he  unfolded  his  tale  of  w.oe«  and  begged  her  to  lend 
him  what  would  carry  him  home,  and  he  woidd 
faithfully  remit  it  back  aga^l.    She  appeared  af- 
fected at  his  distress ;  but  did  not  for  a  few  minutes 
speak,  lest  her  voipe  should  betray  her  feebnga.     At 
length,  she  turned  and  said«  with  a  cheerful  counte* 
Qance,  **  There  is  five  pounds.    If  that  be  not  suffi- 
dent,  you  shajl  have  more.''    Suspecting  that  this 
was  her  whole  stock,  he  observed  that  he  would 
want  thjiee  pounds  more.    On  this  she  iqppeared  ra- 
ther disconcerted;  but,  after  a  short  delibaati<Hi, 
she  desired  him  to  wait  a  few  minutes,  and  walked 
towards  the  door«    Allan  seized  her  hand,  and  jsa^ 
'*  Be  candid.    Do  you  not  intend  to  borrow  what  I 
want?" — ^'^ Certainly,"  she  replied.    He  then  rose, 
and,  returning  her  three  pounds,  said,  *^  I  ajm  not  so 
very  bad  as  to  rob  such  a  good  friend ;  and  as  I 
know  that  the  purchasing  of  a  suitahie  wardrobe 
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^viH  keep  you  poor  for  soocie  time,  fhis  shall  be 
punctually  returned.  I  will  detain  you  no  longer. 
^  Had  1  followed  your  advice^  I  might  now  have  been 
^  independent  But  it  is  all  over.  Farewell."  Say- 
^  img  vi^hich,  he  took  up  his  hat  and  withdrew.  But 
'  though  he  confessed  that  he  never  returned  the  mo- 
^  ney,  yet  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  he  was  sincere 

at  the  time  he  promised  to  do  sa 
^  Allan  had  not  to  embark  until  next  day ;  yet  he 
'  durst  not  spend  any  part  of  the  two  pounds,  which 
f  would  barely  pay  his  passage.  He  tiierefore  went 
1  and  played  during  the  evening  in  diiferent  public 
I  houses,  where  he  collected  a  few  shillings  above 
what  would  pay  his  immediate  expenses. 

At  the  appointed  time  he  went  on  board,  wheti 
I  he  heard  a  violent  altercation  between  the  master 
and  a  woman,  when  the  mate  accosted  him  thus  ;— 
**  Fat  the  muckle  deil  brought  ye  here  now  ?  There^ 
gang  and  stow  yersell  awa,"  pointing  to  the  half- 
deck.  Allan  was  astonished  both  at  the  reproof 
and  at  the  command:  he,  however,  obeyed,  and 
skulked  away.  In  about  half  an  hour,  the  same 
man  came  below,  and  informed  him  that  the  vessel 
would  not  sail  till  the  morning,  and  that  if  his  en- 
raged mistress  had  seen  him,  he  would  have  been 
ordered  on  shore. 

He  now  learned  that  the  master  and  the  whole 
<^w  were  Irishmen,  except  this  man,  who  was  the 
mate  and  a  native  of  Aberdeen.  The  master  was 
m  activ^e  and  skilful  seaman ;  but  as  soon  as  he  en- 
tered the  harbour,  he  seldom  set  a  foot  on  board 
until  the  ship  was  ready  to  sail,  but  spent  all  his 
time  cm  shcffe,  drinking  and  smoking.    On  these 
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oeciasions,  fate  wife,  who  nevet  slept  out  of  the  ship. 
aMumed  the  command,  recetved  and  pttid  all  th^ 
cash,  and  conducted  every  thing  with  great  order 
and  prudence*  But  h»  temper  Wtis  moBt  violent 
and  ungovernable,  and  her  ^get  Wfte  much  dreaded 
even  by  her  husband ;  though,  Wh^  provoked  be^ 
yond  mettsure,  his  fury  was  drefetdfhl. 

As  she  had  gone  on  shore,  Allan  took  the  oppor- 
tunity to  go  upon  deck ;  and  in  order  to  sooth  the 
mastef  s  anger,  and  gain  his  favour,  he  tun^  his 
jnpes  and  played,  **  Weiel  may  tke  Keel  row.*"  But 
the  master  sent  h&  cabin-boy  up  to  otder  him  to 
desist,  fat  he  h&ted  to  hear  that  vulgdr  instrumenl^ 
particularly  when  in  the  hands  of  a  bungling  learner  f 
Deeply  offended  at  tfaii^  insulting  message,  he  put 
up  his  pipes,  and  crept  again  into  the  half-deck, 
which  was  a  most  miserable  dirty  hole. 

Ewly  in  th6  morning,  the  ship  was  uniiiooi^, 
and  set  sdl  with  A  6n^  steady  wind.  AOan  jumped 
upon  deck,  and  Was  delighted  with  the  scene  pre- 
sented by  innumerable  vessels  and  large  ranges  of 
lofty  warehoused,  mixed  with  th^  shouts  of  sailors 
and  the  noise  of  hundreds  of  carpenters.  But  his 
attention  was  sdott  ftttrteted  frten  these  objects  to 
the  tefma^ant,  who  bounced  from  the  cabifa,  and 
began  to  abuse  her  husband  in  a  tone  that  drowned 
the  hoarse  voice  ttnd  sea^oaths  of  the  provoked  pilot. 
Allan,  however,  felt  some  degtee  of  pleasure  in  wit- 
nessing the  punishment  of  a  man  who  had  despised 
his  mus^c ;  until,  tuftiing  about,  she  said,  in  an  an- 
gry tone,  "  Who  are  you  ?*  Her  husband  answer- 
ed, ^Why,  he  is  a  p^»senger,  and  hfts  paid  ids 
money ;*• — ^'^  A  passenger,  indeed!*  Ae furiously  ex- 
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daimed,  '*  V\\  h£ive  no  p«is$$|iger ;  so  yott  «»y  padc 
off.'*  Hefire  the  friendly  W9A^  interposed  ^—•*  Hout 
siwa*  mi^rais !  I  wef n  ye're  laiidkle  better  t\mk  ye 
Uke  to  he  Tgfin'd.  Bn%  th^l'a  a#  hmw  a  piper  aa  e'csr 
{4ity'd  a  spnng ;  an'  ye  maun  hear  him  gie  a  lilt  for 
j»' that;'— "  Welt  weU;'  said  she»  "if  hebe  apipeiv 
so  much  the  better,  for  I  am  never  amuaed ;  and  I  - 
see  that  drunken  beast  ¥ris|iea  to  bi«ak  my  heait.'' 
paying  which,  she  ttitned  away  calmly,  md  went 
into  the  ^bin. 

.  The  piloA  having  left  the.ship^  the  anew  sat  down 
to  breakfast,  after  which  the  master^s  wife  requested' 
iVUaa  to  bring  his  f^pes  inlo  the  cabin,  when  he 
{dayed  ''  Mc^gie  Ltmkff"  ao.as  to  eharm  tlus  brawls 
ing  wom^n,  and  draw  ftouh  her  the  wiaxmest  appiKK 
lotion.  After  playing  for  some  time,  she  invited 
him  to  dine  in  the  cabix^  from  whtch,  after  this,  he 
was  s^dom  absent  at  meantime.  Her  husband* 
who  came  seldom  bdow*  seemed  equally  pleased 
that  Allan's  company  cmd  music  diverted  his  wife*^ 
and  turned  her  attwtiop^  from  himself.  He  there- 
to treated  him  with  great  civili^,  and  sometimeii 
acknowledged  that  he  played  toleiaUy  well. 

All^  told  the  master's  wife  that  he  had  take^  at 
pASi99ge  09  board  of  a  HuU  vesa^l,  whii^  had  «^ed 
with  all  hift  trunks,  while  he  waa  ecgpyiug  hunsetf 
with  a  lew  fri^ida ;  and  whenever  <^y  approached 
1^  large  sloop,  he  requested  the  madter  to  hail  and 
enquire  if  she  was  for  HuU ;.  and  every  time  be  en^ 
pireesed  greal;  disappoinitment.  Being  pressed  to 
teU.  the  cause  of  his  uneamness  by.  the  master^s  irile^ 
hei  acknowledged  that  he  had  xiota  change  of  linen; 
cii  which  she  supplied  him  amply  with  die  best  iui 
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her  husband's  chest    He  now  took  every  opportu- 
nity of  prBctismg  all  the  arts  of  flattery  and  seduc- 
tion upon  this  poor  woman.    He  usually  begafi  to 
extol  her  good  sense,  activity,  and  industry ;  was 
astonished  to  witness  the  affectionate  sacrifices  Ae 
made  to  her  duty ;  wondered  mudii  how  any  man 
oould  remain  insensible  to  such  worth ;  and  laments 
ed  his  own  solitary  and  unfortunate  lot  in  living 
single,  without  experieudi^  Ui^.^datring  kindne» 
of  a  good  wife.    She  was  flattered  by  these  senti- 
ments, and  being  idle,  and  fostering  a  contempt  for 
her  husband,  was  ultimately  led  to  violate  her  mar- 
riage vows,  and  to  express  her  impatience  for  the 
time  when  she  could  desert  her  worthless  tyrant. 
Allan  told  her  that  he  had  a  small  estate  at  Long- 
framlingtpn,  and  dwelt  continually  on  the  pleasures 
they  would  enjoy  in  this  calm  and  deUghtfiil  re- 
treat; while  she  proposed  to  purchase  aome  addi- 
tional stock  with  the  money  received  for  the  trd^t 
at  Newcastie,  which  she  promised  to  secure. 
•  They  had  a  l^ery  tedious  passage  througb  the 
Channel,  whidi  exceedingly  increased  the  captain's 
ill  humour ;  and  his  disputes  with  his  wife  became 
more  frequent  and  serious.    He,  however,  took  no 
notice  of  Allan,  who  was  seldom  out  of  the  cabin. 
But  one  day,  as  he  was  coming  out,  Dan  the  mate 
said,  **Tak  heed,  mon:  ye're  ganging  owre  aftea 
to  see  that  DeHlah  of  yours;  for  gif  the  skipper 
grows  jealous,  there's  nae  pow*r  can  save  ye.     He^fl 
sune  lay  ye  as  deed  as  a  herring/*    This  admonition 
produced  a  serious  efiect  upon  Allan,  and  he  very 
seldom  visited  the  cabin;  which  conduct  he  art- 
fully attributed  to  love,  combined  with  the  scurow 
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fttid  indignation  he  felt  at  witnesmng  the  mastet^g 

bmta]lty« 

When  the  vessel  Wfts  approaching  Shields  bar- 
bouif,  a  severe  gale  of  ^nd  came  on,  which  compel** 
led  them  to  mn  for  shelter  to  Holy  Island,  where 
tbej  h^  Upwards  of  thirty  hours ;  but  the  ^nd 
becoming  move  favourable,  ^ey  again  set  sail.  It 
Iras  a  fine  io6ai£glit  evening;  and  Alkn  walked 
ttpon  tbo  dedk  immumt  time,  and  dien  bode  the 
inaster  good-^night,  and  departed  to  go  to  bed. 

In  about  an  hour  after,  the  master,  who  seldom 
quitted  the  deck  at  night,  descended  below  in  order 
to  procure  a  g^s  ^  fiquor ;  but  his  wife  flew  to 
the  cabin^-door,  and  deehu!ed  in  a  violent  passion  thaX 
she  would  not  be  perpetually  disturbed  by  his 
knocking  and  stumbling  about  He  .immediately, 
turned  away  without  replying ;  but,  jealous  of  thi 
cause  of  his  wife's  akirm,  he  went  strttght  to  tbd 
Steerage  to  eiSamkie  Allan's  *birt&,  and,  on  finding  St 
tinoecupiedj  procured  a  lights  and  returned  st<Miii^ 
hig  most  furiously.  But  Allan  had  been  equally 
active ;  and  having  put  on  his  coat,  and  tied  his  fa^ 
vourite  pipes  round  his  Hiiddle,  he  snatched  up  a 
great  watch-coat,  and  just  as  the  master  had  entmd 
the  cabin*deor,  he  threw  it  over  his  head,  whidi  ex- 
tinguisihed  the  candle,  and  occupied  the  madman^s 
attention ;  while,  with  a  sudden  and  desperate  exer<« 
tion,  he  threw  him  upon  the  floor,  and  darting  upon 
deck,  drew  up  the  ladder  after  him,  and  in  the  same 
moment  locked  the  doat.  Dan,  who  was  at  the 
helm,  exclaimed,  '^Weel,  piper,  ye^re  an  unlucky 
reprobate ;  but  ye  maun  nae  sup  wi'  Auld  Hcmiey 
reekin'  het  wi'  lusf"— -''  O  my  dear  friend,*'  said  AU 
19  8  1 


it 


Ian,  ''  only  help  me  cot  with  the  boat,  and  I'll*  givf 
you  ten  pounds."    This  he  said  under  the  impress 
fiion  of  terror,  for  he  had  not  ten  pence  to  give. 
Na,  na,'*  replied  the  Scotsman,  with  great  calmness^ 
fate'er  comes  o'  ye,  the  sbippy  maun  nae  be  rob^ 
bed."      At   this   moment,   Allan  waa   excessivdy 
alarmed  by  a  greM;  blow  against  the  cabin-door,  and 
the  approach  of  seveiol  of  the  orew,-  who  had  hem 
TOiised  by  the  noise.    There  was  now  no  time  f<» 
deliberation ;  so  seizing  a  large  plank,  he  tumUed  it 
Qverboard,  and  immediately  plunged  after  it 
-    The  master  shortly  after  wa&  released  from  iiis 
confinement  bjT  one  of  the  m^,  when  he  appeared 
with  a  drawn  knife,  like  fury  personified;     Bot 
when  informed  that  the  object  of  his  wrat)i  had 
jumped  overboard  and  disappeared,  hia  passion  in^ 
stantly  subsided,,  stnd  he  stood  petrified  with  astcv 
nishn^nt  ^d  akrm.;  whife  his  wife,  bearing  the 
melaneholy  fate  of  her  lover,  rushed  upon  deck  in  a 
paroxysm  of  gidef,  and  was  caught  by  honest  Dan 
just  while  leapLn^  over  the*  bulwark.     Tears,  re« 
proaches^  and  threats  now  followed  witii  astcmishing 
rapidity ;  and  her  husb&nd  at  last  was  obliged  to 
carry  her  below,  and  sooth  her  with  a  tenderness  to 
which  6fae  had  been  little  accustomed.    He  then 
returned  upon'  deck^  treated  the  crew  with  grog, 
and  extorted  a  promise  that  the  untimely  fate  d 
the  passenger  should  never  be  mentioned. 

In  the  mean  time,  Allan  was  buffeting  the  vf^ies 
with  a  vigoroujs  arm.  Before  he  determined  to 
adopt  this  mode  of  escape,  he  had  observed  the  surf 
breaking  on  one  of  th^  small  Fern  islets,  and  whicb 
he  conceived  he  could  reach-  with  great  ease.    Bui 
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iidtliough  tie  sometimes  r^^ted  upon  the  plank,  nnA\ 
w*  his  been  ftequently  ob«etved,  was  remarkaMy 
dexterous  in  the  art  of  swimming,  he  was  neariy 
exhausted  before  he  reached  it.  The  surf  also  was 
Considerate,  and  the  shore'  so  rugged  and  alnrupt^ 
that  he  was  baffled  in  several  efforts  to  land ;  ancf 
when  he  at*  last  succeeded,  be  was  cut  and  bruised 
in  several  parts  of  the  body.  With  great  eiserdon 
he  crawled  beyond  the  reach  of  the  waves,  when  he 
lay  for  some  time  in  a  state  of  insensibilty. 

When  he  had  partly  recovered,  he  sat  up,  and 
rubbed  his  benumbed  joints ;  but  although  he  had 
reaped  immediate  death,  yet  his  sitilation  was  truly 
deplorable.  Cast  upon  a  bleak,  barren  spot,  without 
.hat  or  shoes,  and  where  neither  food  nor  shelter 
^ovld  be  procured,  his  reflections  were  'Sufficiently 
^l6omy  and  painful.  The  wind,  at  the  same  tame, 
i^tumed  to  the  north-^ast,  and  blew  a  strong  gde, 
whidi  decreased  his  hopes  of  immediate  reHef« 
However,  he  was  convinced  that  despondency  could 
cttly  accelerate  his  fate.  Therefore^  cold,  weary, 
-and  exhausted  as  he  was,  yet  he  walked  quickly 
about,  to  overcome  the  desire  to  sleep,  which  he  was 
sensible  might  terminate  in  death. 

When  day-light  appeared,  he  di«covered  that  the 
■islet,  of  which  he  had  now  become  the  inhabitant, 
was  not  much  large!*  than  one  of  the  small  fields 
which  in  Northumberland  are  called  paddocks,  with- 
out the  least  appearance  of  fresh  water  or  vegeta- 
tion. But  on  walking  over  the  tang  in  search  of 
something  eatable,  he,  to  his  great  joy,  discovered 
some  of  St.  Cuthbert's  ducks'  nests,  and  with  a 
iBtone  killed  two  of  the  ducks.     Having  cut  off 
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tibeir  heads,  he  sucked  out  the  bloody  whieh,  witb 
tile  egga»  afforded  him  a  delicious  r^reshment ;  and 
about  mid^y  be  killed  two  birds  mth  aa  old  bo^ 
oar  which  had  been  washed  aahove ;  so  that  jdl  feaii 
of  perishing  by  hunger  yanished-    Th^  leaf;  of  ibe 
day  he  employed  himself  m  digging  a  bed  like  a 
gnv^  in  wtucb  he  lay  down,  and  coveved  hinEiaeilf 
with  dry  aand,  whidi  he  had  colleeted  and  csani^ 
in  the  skirt  of  his  coat.    Ne&t  day  he  arose  mwA 
refreshed;  but  as  it  rained  hard,  he  becaoie  very 
cold  and  wet,  and  ifl  his  efforts  to  sfaike  a  £ght 
with  his  knife,  a  bit  of  flinty  and  a  little  r^  tom 
from  his  shirt,  prored  abortive.    H^wevers  towwds 
evening  it  deaared  up,  wA  the  wind  dtianged.     Next 
Rumimg  the  sea  appeared  tolerably  calm;  when, 
having  tied  his  shirt  to  the  old  oar,  he  set  it  up^ 
light,  eicpeeting  that  some  boat  or  vessel  would  nob. 
,tk»&  the  signal.    Nor  did  he  long  remain  in  usqEienai^ 
for  about  noon  he  desaried  a  fishing  eafale  rowing 
towards  him.    The  fisharmm  knew  Jamie  Alkra, 
and  eagerly  enquired  how  he  had  been  conveyed  to 
such  a  spot;  when  he  told  them  a  plaudble  tsi^ 
which  satisfied  their  curiosity.     Having  got  into 
the  coble,  his  deliverers  produced  a  stone  botde  fuK 
of  gin;  and  Allan,  in  the  joy  of  his  heart,  not  only 
played  upon  the  pipes,  but,  foigetting  all  paat  dan. 
gers,  sung  a  variety  oi  obaoene  Mmgs,  and  wiaa  by 
fiur  the  most  <^QeiAil  in  the  ocmpany , 
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CHAPTER  XXVlil. 

)A9ttllle6U4l^»ll)FofVaf;1■tlt•atB•mVrallgh-^Ffi^  G1kr1c*~]loBCif 

•  Oaa  tilt  ScQtdvDiaa— Thit  wommmu  teld  outvktecU-Kdl^  Ftttt  ai  Siin4<ir1an4 

—The  Silver  Tankard— The  borrowed  Hone— Apprefaenaon— Trial— Unez^ 

peeled  Aequittal — Jonmejr  to  Seothmd— Desrrts  a  Gang  o#  Giptiea— ?liee  wiA 

lb  Ma§gia^9  WHt— Tha  Piocnihaoiia^  •Voyage  to  Loadti^ 

^N  liundu^,  the  fi^^rmen  kuidly  {umented  AUan 
with  an  old  hat  and  a  pair  of  ghoea;  whieii  he  set  off 
to  a  shabby  ale-house  near  Bambvough»  vrhkh  lit 
knew  was  mueh  frequented  by  tagrants^    Accord- 
iDgly,  be  found  beie  one  Brown^  a  chimney-sweeper, 
5Pith  tkree  of  his  wives,  and  two  apprentices^  and  a 
$coteb  tinkkr  naonied  Fraser.    They  were  drinking 
bot  ale^o^  lurandy,  and  fiercely  dasputin^  respecting 
the  particular  plac^  where  ^e  soul  was  lodged! 
Allan  seated  Itself  nmioticed  in  a  dark  corner^ 
.and,  having  adjusted  his  pipesi  it^iick  up  thie  *'  Qxh 
menmofut  tUmAf  when  h^  was  instantly  recogaizeda 
and  Brown,  ^raspi^  faia  \mA%  exdaimed  with  ra{^ 
ture»  ''  What»  my  old  friend  Jamie^  the  king^  of 
lapersT  and  then  ordered  a  gaUoQ  of  ib<,  over  which 
ABw  related  lus  adventures^  and  fVazer  hia  pilf cit- 
ing tridks.    But  Brown^,  though  be  enjoyed  svjoh 
.^inpany»  was  himself  tolerably  hon^t;  and  lu^ 
trade  was  so  profitable,  that,  nabwithstamding  hi? 
expensive  establishment  <^  vioEOii&B^  Yx^  posseas^  se* 
^oral  valuaUe  freehold  houses. 
.    In  the  midst  oS  thi^  mirth,  a  young  woman  ext- 
teved,  when  !%own  started  up,  and  struck  her  a 
vkleat  blow  ^po«  tho  h^;  bvt  AUsp  prevented 
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him  from  repeating  it,  though  the  sweep  swore  k 
would  chastise  her  severely  for  disturbing  his  peace 
by  scolding  his  other  wives.    When  harmony  was 
restored,    Allan  was   peculiarly  pleased    with  the 
young  offender's  appearance.    Her  countenance  wm 
of  the  true  Gipsy  cast,  and  conveyed  an  air  of  va- 
grancy that  exactly  suited  his  taste.     He  also  soon 
learned  that  she  could  tell  fortunes,  mend  chraa, 
cast  spoons,  and  make  excellent  pincushions.    Tbe^ 
tare  qualifications  rendered  her  a  most  valualble  tra- 
velling companion ;  and  Allan  determined,  if  posa- 
ble,  to  carry  off  the  prize. 

After  supper,  he  followed  this  woman  to  the 
docnr,  and  said  in  a  whisper,  *^  I  have  traced  you  oat 

at  last,  but  am  sorry  to  find "*    '•No,'*  intei^- 

rupted  she,  "  you  are  not  sorry  that  Brown  struck 
me,  because  you  think  I  will  the  more  readily  gd 
with  you.  But  he  has  used  me  very  well  the  two 
months  I  have  lived  with  him ;  only  no  man  shafl 
have  the  opportunity  of  using  me  ill  a  second  time^ 
so  I  am  yours  in  the  morning." — **  That  is  spoken,'' 
replied  Allan,  "  like  a  girl  of  spirit :  but  why  not  be 
off  directly  ?" — *^  No,^  says  she,  **  I  am  not  such  a 
fool  as  to  serve  Brown  for  nothing.  He  shall  pay 
me  before  we  part :  but  I  will  manage  that  businesi 
nfiyself,  and  expect  you  will  be  in  readiness  when  I 
quit  the  bam.'*  She  then  turned  away,  and  re- 
entered the  house. 

Brown  and  Frazer  got  both  drunk ;  when  A/fan 
conducted  them  to  the  barii,  and  lay  down  with  the 
latter  at  one  end,,  while  'the  sweep  and  his  wives  o^ 
cupied  the  other.-  Here  he  listened  for  nearly  two 
hburs,  itt  breathless  expectation  of  hearing  Ndl 
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Clark  (the  young  Gipsy's  name)  moving;  but  at 
last  he  concluded  that  she  also  had  .fallen  asleep^ 
wh^n  he  heard  a  **  hem"  at  the  outside  of  the  bam, 
and,  on  stealing  softly  out,  found  her  standing 
ready  for  the  journey.  On  expressii^  his  surprise 
fU;  not  hearing  her  quit  the  barn,  **  Oh  T  said  she, ''  I 
am  accustomed  to  these  things.  Bet  and  Sail  will 
suffer  in  the  morning  when  Brown  misses  his  seven 
guineas ;  but  they  deserve  it ;  and  I  have  not  be«^ 
haved  so  ill,  for  I  have  left  him  some  money."  She 
then  demanded  where  he  intended  to  travel,  and 
was  answered  %o  Newcastle.  To  this  she  agreed^ 
^k[  proposed  to  buy  herself  more  decent  dosUiis^ 
when  she  did  not  doubt  of  succeeding  in  the  forr 
tune-telling  line. 

During  the  journey,  Allan  found  her  so  tho- 
roughly skilled  in  the  art  of  deception,  that  he 
imparted  to  her  his  intrigue  with  the  ship-master's 
wife.  Nell  observed  it  was  a  good  things  and  re^ 
quested  him  to  leave  her  to  put  ipatters  in  a  proper 
train.  The  morning  after  they  reached  Newcastle, 
she  went  out  and  purchased  several  necessary  arti- 
des  of  dress,  and  then  walked  upon  the  Quay  ia 
search  of  the  vesseL  After  waiting  for  a  convenient 
opportunity,  she  went  on  board,  and,,  taking  the 
master's  wife  by  the  hand,  said,  ^*  Cross  ma  loof  wi' 
half  a  crown^  and  111  tell  ye  truths  past  and  speedily 
to  come."  No  answer  was  made;  but  Nell  wa» 
motioned  to  walk  into  the  cabin,  where,  after  exa-r 
mining  her  hand  with  deep  attention,  she  said,  in  a 
mysterious,  hollow  voice,  "  You  are  now  unhappy^ 
but  I  see  a  change.  There's  your  dear  love*  Aye^ 
faith  I  he's  there.    How  strange !    Why,  he's  rising 
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cmt  o*the4ea;  ftn'^'«  tunning  atid  panting  to  ht 
at  ye.    There,  "he's  Sn  your  arms*    Biit,  whislit !  see 
whafs  that    Aye,  aye,  ye'll  cry  nae  mair  for  bum^ 
for  there's  three  bonny  and  pltfmp  weans  jumpii^ 
about  ye.     But  stop — tJiere,  my  »iiB;eet  mistress; 
ye*re  to  be  rich  as  weel  as  happy.''    The  poor  ir<v 
man  stood  amazed  at  the  crowd  of  strange  idev 
that  now  entered  her  mind';  she  trembled ;  faer  futf 
flushed,  and  then  grew  pale  again.    At  last,  reectm 
lecting  herself,  ^e  threw  down  another  hatf-crown, 
and  said  to  NeU,  ^  Thete ;  you  have  said  too  muc^ 
I  wish  you  may  not  deal  with  the  deviL"* — ^  Ay^* 
said  Nell  as  she  quitted  the  cabin,  with  a  most  ]a8» 
vious  leer,  **it  matters  not  who  I  deal  wi%  but  y^ 
sune  deal  wi'  a  fine  fellow." 

KeU  now  hastened  to  Allan,  and  having  artfully 
disguised  him  in  an  old  white  great  eoat,  he  entered 
the  Grey  Horse  public  house,  and  sent  fbr  2>Bn^  tbe 
Scotch  mate.    When  the  dirty  tar  entered,  AUan 
handed  Mm  a  glass  of  gin,  which  he  drank  wi^e^ 
a^ing  any  questions ;  but  when  he  fixed  bis  eyetf 
upon  Allan,  he  immediately  recognized  him,  and^ 
dashing  his  cap  upon  the  table,  shook  him  heartify 
hj  die  band,  and  exdaimed,  *•  And  fan  cam  ye  bere^ 
man?*  then  added  in  a  whisper,  •'YeVe  ehe«te# 
the  fishes,  my  lad :  but  tak  cere;  be  tbatVi  faem  ta 
be  ban^d  wiH  ne*er  drown:*    Afian  nevo-  liked  to 
hear  the  word  "  hang  ;**  but  he  concealed  his  dis- 
pleasure, and  desired  Dan  to  sit  down  and  te^  Mm 
what  bad  happened  after  his  escape. 

After  be  had  related  his  story,  Allan  asked  bim 
if  he  would  4o  bim  a  favour.  Dan,  supp€>ring  h€ 
waited  to  borrow  some  moneys  to€^  out  his  purser 
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fsi^fig^  ^'l  hae  liae  muckle  to  spare,  but  TU  gie  ye 
part.*' — ^^No,'*  said  AQan^  •*!  want  no  money.  I 
only  want  you  to  tell  your  mistress  that  I  am  here.* 
!But  Dan  started  up  with  great  indignation,  and  ex- 
claimed, **Na,;na,  piper; 'Dan  Fairley  will  help  any 
mon  upon  a  dfead  wind ;  but  d — ^n  him  if  e*er  he  be- 
comes a  pimp  f  and  throwing  down  a  shilling  to 
pay  the  reckoning,  he  bounced  out  of  the  room. 

Allan,  knowing  that  the  master  was  on  shore, 
followed,  and,  without  speaking,  went  isto  the 
cabin.  The  infatuated  woman,  knowing  hris  Toice, 
instantly  rushed  into  his  arms,  crying,  "Ah!  my 
love,  how  were  you  saved ?'• — "Just  now,  silence, 
ray  dear,"  said  Allan ;  "  time  is  precious :  are  you 
Kady  to  fly  with  me  ?^ — "  Aks  T  said  she,  "  this  is 
unlucky.  My  husband,  or  rather  my  plague,  has 
been  wonderfully  sober  and  steady  since  we  came 
here;  and  he  has  dl  the  cash  to  pay  for  a  cargo  of 
coals  and  some  other  things,  except  that  paltry  se- 
venteen pounds,**  throwing  her  purse  upon  the  table. 
He  was  much  vexed  and  disappointed  at  this  intd* 
licence ;  but  masking  his  feelings,  he  said,  "  Never 
mind,  my  dear  Martha ;  I  have  plenty  at  borne,  and 
(taking  up  the  purse)  this  wiH  pay  for  a  chaise  and 
other  necessary  expenses ;  and  you  must  meet  me 
at  the  Low  Crane  at  nine  o'clock  this  evening.^ 
Ihving  assented  to  this  arrangement,  he  hastily  t&^ 
turned  on  shore. 

Exactly  at  the  appointed  time,  this  credulous  and 
criminal  woman  appeared,  carr3ring  two  large  bum 
dies  6t  deaths  and  some  other  artictes  of  value. 
ABan  met  ker  with  well-counterfeited  rapture ;  and 
taking  the  bundles,  beobs^ved  that  be  had  engaged 
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a  female  relation  to  ajssist  tbem»  and  all  was  ready : 
then  signing  to  Nell,  he  gave  ha:  the  bundles^  and 
bade  her  hurry  straight  to  the  inn.  He  and  thf 
deluded  Martha  followed  arm  in  arm  for  a  littk 
way,  when  he  halted,  and  requested  her  to  WMt  t 
single  moment  till  he  entered  a  public  house  where 
he  had  lodged  to  bring  his  pipes ;  and,  .gmng  in  st 
one  door,  he  passed  through  another,  which  connno* 
nicated  with  a  chare,  or  narrow  lane,  where  Nell  was 
waiting.  They  then  aidjoumed  to  thor  obseuxe 
lodging,  and  spent  the  night. in  drinking. 

Next  day  they  agreed  to  fly  to  Sunderland,  kst 
any  unpleasant  enquiries  should  take  place :  but,  in 
this  instance,  Allan  confessed  that  he  felt  cansklera- 
ble  remorse,  in  having  driven  an  unsuspecting  and 
inexperienced  woman  to  ruin  and  profligacy;  and 
he  insisted  that  Nell  should  endeavour  to  gain  some 
information  respecting  her.  In  about  half  ao  houi; 
his  worthy  emissary  returned,  with  the  intelligence 
that  sihe  was  walking  with  her  husband  upon  the 
deck  as  if  nothing  had  happened.  'Thia  satisfied 
him,  and  he  consentqd  to  set  off  for  Sund«land. 

Having  sold  the  poor  woman's  deaths  they  took 
a  mean  lodging  in  Monkwearmouth,  where  they 
lived  in  a  most  extravagant  manner  until  th^  ill- 
gotten  means  were  all  exhausted.  Allan  then^  in  a 
peevish  humour,  began  to  prepare  for  a  remov^; 
but  Nell  laughed  at  his  vexation,  and  said»  ^So 
then,  Jamie,  do  you  think  I'm  as  great  a  foci  as 
you,  to  spend  all  and  have  nothing  in  my  eye?" 
She  then  insisted  that  they  should  stop  anothar  day  ; 
and  in  the  evening  she  went  out,  saying  her  return 
was  uncertain.    Allan  at  a  late  hour  went  to  hed^ 
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"Ashing  she  might  never  come  back,  for  he  feared 
to  foe  implicated  in  her  daring  tbeJPts.  In  a  little 
iSnde^he  Teiiirhed^  greatly  flurried,  aWd  whispered, 
^•Get  up,  Jamie,  we  inaun  fee  off"  Allan  rose  has- 
tily, and  having  dressed,  they  left  the  house  and 
took  the  way  to  Ne  wcastle^  • 

When  on  the  road,  Allan  asked  the  reason  of 
leaving  their  k)dgihg8  with  such  haste  and  secrecy, 
li^ell  answ^^,  "  A  purse  of  gold  and  »  watdi  are 
•worth  preserving."    She  then  informed  him  that  fan 
ekA  gentleman,  from  the  time  they  had  come  to 
Siinderland^  seemed  to  have  taken  a  fancy  to  her 
Gipsy  face;  but  slie  had- always  avoided  a  regular 
appointment,  as  an  ac^ey^Atal'  rencontre  afforded  a 
better  chance  for  ^under.'  '"I^hat  iiight  she  had  ob- 
s^jfved  him.  etlter  a  ta Vein,  itrld!^  had  watdied  him  for 
upwards  of  three  hours;' and ^hen  he  eiame  out  ra- 
ther mellow,  she  ci^bssed  the  street  before  him.    He 
Wm  delight^  at  the  acdd^inyi  meetnig ;  and  while 
he  wks  rapping'  at  a  |6W'  public  house,   she  had 
picked  his  jyotket  And  ilij^pfed^. 

On  realcfiiAg  ^e^^tlfe^  they  repaired  to  their  old 
lodgings  \  and  Neil,  aftet*  purchasing  Allan  a  good 
suit  of  d<!wthfs,exprebs6d'h*r  determination  to  enjoy 
herself;  diaft  wa»  to  iefat;  drink,  and  sleep,  until  all 
was  spent.  She  then  comnienced  her  fortuiie-telling 
career,  at  whlctr  business  •  Allan  declared  she  ave- 
raged fifteen  shillings  a  dAy.  But  though  he  was 
fed  with*  dainties,  and  Went  to  bed  every  night 
nearty'tipsy,  yet  he  grew  weary  of  his  confinement, 
and  ^at  -last  resolved  to  leave  Newcastle  at  all  ha« 
sards.  His  not  appearing  in  public  arose  from  the 
fear  of  the  fellow  who  had  lent  him  the  horse  when 
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^ttemptiiig  to  entmp  the  vndom  at  Haltwhistiey  nd 
nHbo  still  residad  in  the  same  place. 

One  eTcningi  while  he  was  pacing  up  and  down 
their  rooni»  Ndl  entered^  and  said,  ''  Now«  xay  man 
Jamie,  Tm  ready  to  go***  He  suiq>ected  thut  aome- 
thing  had  happened ;  but  withcmt  making  any  le^ 
mark,  he  packed  up  his  pipes  and  doaths^  and 
aooompanied  her  on  the  road  leading  to  Mofpetit 
This  place  tliey  entered  before  day4ight»  wImo  A^ 
Ian  proposed  to  spend  the  day  with  »  few  of  faia 
aoquaintanoe$ ;  but*  Nell  insisted  on  going  {onraid. 
At  day-break  Allan  stopped  to  drink  at  a  a]^iB^ 
and  was  preparing  the  rim  of  hk  hat  for  timt  put* 
pose,  when  Nell  thrust  a  massy  olver  tanfewd  into 
his  hand,  saying,  '' Fill  it  half  full  of  w«ter^  m^  IH 
add  as  much  brandy,  to  handsel  our  new  jug/*  Ai 
Ian  wm  rather  surprised,  but  drank  hia  sbaiise  wit2ir 
out  venturing  to  make  any  eommenfa^ 

When  they  resumed  tlMar  journey,  be  aatoed  licr 
where  she  had  borrowed  the  tankard.  She  aaid  tibiat 
a  young  lady  had  lately  married,  a  ridi|  diaagreeaiafe 
old  fdlow,  who  lived  in  Gateshead;  and  bdmg  iiw 
troduoed  to  tell  her  fortune,  die  had  killed  the  cH 
doating  man,  and  given.her  a  dasbii^  youog  spark, 
which  had  pleased  her  ao  mudi,  that  «he  went  to 
fetch  her  a  f^km  oi  liquor*  during  which  ahe  bad 
opened  a  beaufet,  ^nd  secured  the  sihrer  mug. 

AUuu  beii^  apprehenaive  of  a  pursuity  immedU 
ately  left  the  highway,  and  crossed  the  oountzy; 
but  as  nothing  transpired  respecting  the  tankani  he 
supposed  that  the  lady  had  kqpt  her  lota  a  ceceet^ 
probably  dreading  an  exposure  ci  hear  commuiaica* 
tkai  wiUi  a  Gipsy  fartene«teUer. 
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On  PBadiing  Bothbiury^rAllan:  w«6,  as  usual,  hailed 
"with  joy  by  his  fiieiids;  while  music,  singing,  mnd 
^daoiGiog  continued  among  the  light-hearted  moor-< 
lAndaus,  until  thdr  pleasures  ended  like  other  peo- 
fde'Si  for  ^?ant  oi  the  means  of  supporting  them. 
Poverty  soon  b^an  to  stare  Allan  in  the  face ;  for 
he  bad  strictly  prohibited  Nell  from  stealing  in  the 
.neighbourhood,  nor  durst  she  offer  the  silver  tan- 
jkard  f <H*  sale,  and  the  people  offered  no  encourage* 
moGit  for  the  exerdse  oi  her  talents.  At  last  he 
f(vew  de^rate,  and,  ordering  Nell  to  leave  Roth- 
iHiry  10  thie  evening,  promised  to  overtake  her  on 
fthe  zoad.  Bat  as  sb^  had  become  firmly  attached 
to  him,  and  suspected  tins  was  only  a  trick  to  escape 
fiom  h&^  ^e  peremptorily  olj^ected  to  this  mode  of 
travelUa^  until  he  imparted  Ms  design  of  harrowing 
A  horse. 

At  night  he  stcde  a  mare  beloi^ng  to  Mr.  James 
Brown  of  Bothbury,  and  towards  monnng  overtook 
NfsU  near  Glantxm.  She  appeared  rather  intoxU 
catedt;  and  when  he  began  to  abuse  h»,  she  ^o- 
4uced  three  guineas,  saying,  "^Thece^s  aye  luck 
where  therms  pluck."  On  reaching  a  puUic  hous^ 
they  entered;  and  here  the  in&tuated  Allan  sat 
drinking  fo^  several  hours,  forgetful  of  the  crmie 
he  had  commilted.  At  last  he  set  out  with  Nell 
mounted  bdbind  himu  and  was  jogging  on  at  an 
^easy  rate  near  WoderHaugh,  when  two  horsemen, 
who  had  be^i  seat  in  pursuit,  came  up  and  secured 
faim ;  but  his  faithful  partner,  being  swift  of  foot, 
leaped  over  a  dyke  and  escaped. 

AUan  was  now  committed  to  Morpeth  jail  until 
Iba  assizes,  but  was  liberally  supplied,  through 
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Nell's  exertions,  with  abundance  of  exoeO^nt  food. 
Yet,  as  the  time  of  trial  approached,  be  became 
thoughtful  and  low-spirited/  being  alraiost  certain 
that  the  evidence  would  convict  him.  He  bad  al* 
ways  a  great  dread  of  Morpeth  jail ;  and  be  now- 
exercised  all  his  ingenuity  in  devising  means  of 
escape:  but  he  was  watched  so  natrowly,  tbst  all 
his  attempts  were  detected  and -frustrated. 

Allan  appeared  at  the  bar  remarkably  wdl  dress- 
ed, and  heard  the  indictment  read  with  great  atten- 
tion. During  the  examination  of  the  witnesses,  \ie 
betrayed  much  agitation,  for  the  evidence  was  so 
clear  that  death  stared  him  in  the  face;  but  his 
Countenance  brightened  when  he  unexpec^tedly 
keard  the  leading  counsels  cross-examine  the  wit- 
Oesses  in  his  favour,  and  heard  the  many  objections 
which  they  urged  to  his  advantage.  This  sin- 
gular interference  has  been  thus  exjdained :  It  hap- 
pened, previously  to  this  time,  that  the  magistracy^ 
of  the  county  had  resolved  to  establish  a  Hue  and 
Cry  for  the  detection  of  thieves,  &c.  The  pubtiih- 
ers  of  the  Newcastle  Courant  and  Chronide  were 
candidates  for  this  office ;  but,  through  the  influence 
of  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  the  Courant  pre- 
vailed. When  Allan's  theft  was  announced  in  the 
Chronicle,  as  an  oblique  slur,  it  added,  '*  late  piper 
to  her  Grace  the  Duchess  of  Northumberland," 
which  addition,  fortunately  for  Allan,  was  the  very 
cause  of  the  gracious  interference  of  the  duchess  to 
save  his  life. 

Being  sentenced  to  be  marked  in  the  hand,  the 
operation  was  performed  ^t  the  bar  vrith  ^  cold  iron. 
Allan  blew  his  breath  upon  his  hand,  thrust  it  into 
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his  pockety  and  when  his  irons  were  knocked  off,  he 
came  to  the  door  of  the  Moot-hall,  and,  giving  a 
skip,  cried,  **Who  can  say  that  e'er  Jamie  Allan 
had  a  flaw?^  The  Casde^yard  was  excessively 
crowded;  and  the  numerous  gangs  oi  faaa  that 
were  seated  in  every  direction,  waiting  the  issue  of 
the  trial,  attracted  the  general  attention.  He  was 
received  hy  his  old  associates  with  shouts  of  congra* 
tiilation,  and  the  night  was  spent  in  feasting  and 
dancing. 

NeU  was  a  native  of  Dumbarton,  and  by  her  per* 
suasion  Allan  accompanied  her  next  morning  on  a 
journey  to  Scotland.  About  the  middle  of  October 
they  reached  Stirling,  where  they  joined  a  party  of 
Gipsies  from  Aberdeenshire.  Through  the  infiu* 
ence  of  Nell,  who  was  well  acquainted  with  these 
desperate  vagabonds,  Allan  was  joyfully  received 
into  their  brotherhood,  and  was  informed  that  they 
practised  in  the  higher  walks  of  crime;  for  they 
observed  that  more  could  be  made  on  the  highway 
in  one  night  than  by  sneaking  about  the  country 
for  twelve  months.  They  were  then  meditating  an 
expediticm  against  the  Southron  dealers  who  fire* 
quented  Falkirk  tryst,  into  which  scheme  Allaa 
entered  with  seeming  delight.  But  this  buipness 
was  of  too  bold  and.  dangerous  a  cast  to  please  his 
taste:  he  therefore  seized  the  first  opportunity  tQ 
desert  from  this  gang,  and  also  from  Nell,  of  whom 
he  had  now.  grown  weary. 

.  Hearing  that  a  party  of  Gipsies  were  encamped 
near  Greenlaw,  he  went  thither;  but  found  they 
had  removed  to  a  place  called  Death  Riggs^  where 
he  joined  them^  and  was  well  received.    Ha:e  he* 
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lived  nearly  three  weeks,  and  was  well  fed  and  hsti 
abundance  of  whisky ;  while  the  only  duty  reqnii^ 
of  him  was  to  play  in  the  evenings  when  the  gang 
had  assembled.  lisunediately  after  his  arrival,  a  \ 
sturdy  tinker,  named  Rob  Baillie,  came  m  from  a  \ 
distant  excursion,  accompanied  by  a  remarkably  fine 
young  female.  Allan  was  so  enraptured  by  her 
charms,  that  he  began  to  exercise  all  those  arfe  by 
which  he  had  seduced  so  many  females.  At  hst^ 
his  success  seemed  certain ;  but  the  shrewd  tsniker 
had  penetrated  into  his  designs,  and,  upon  hisie^ 
turn  one  evening,  cast  so  many  signilteLnt  and  ter- 
rific glances  upon  the  gtnlty  Allan,  that  he  1>eeame 
excessively  alarmed  for  his  personal  safety;  and 
when  the  Gipwes  retired  to  r^  he  stole  softly  <mt 
of  the  large  old  bam  where  they  resided,  and  fled 
with  all  possible  expedition. 

'  In  passing  through  Coldstream,  he  observed  an* 
other  party  of  Gipsies,  and  having  made  bimaelf 
known,  was  very  kindly  entertained.  QneofChem, 
a  mugger,  named  &nith,  who  had  ifled  fiom  York- 
shire for  theft,  had  an  active  and  industrioua  unfe; 
hot  she  was  subject  to  the  most  vk4eat  paroxysms 
ef  passion.  Tl^  woman  he  thought  would  be  ft 
valuaUe  acgui^tion,  tmd  he  uaed  every  efibrfc  to  in* 
gratiate  himse£f  into  her  fiivour.  One  day  she  wenf 
to  Ford  on  business;  and  as  ha  husband  waa  an 
idle  fellow,  he  jn^vailed  upon  falm  to  remain  ;  aad 
during  her  absence,  he  plied  him  and  Jean  Ifikv; 
the  leader's  sister,  a  strapping'  yom^  wenA,  9o  ef- 
feetually  with  Kquor,  that  lliey  became  both  intosi- 
cated.  He  then  kd  theih  to  a  stable,  and  laid  theoi 
dose  together  amcmgst  some  straw.    When  ftnitb^ 
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trife  tieturned^  Allan  shewed  her  the  situation  of 
her  husband ;  when  she  became  so  enraged,  that  it 
was  with  difficulty  he  restrained  her  from  inflicting 
immediate  punishment  on  the  supposed  transgres* 
tors.  While  thus  irritated,  he  gently  forced  her 
away,  and  they  travelled  northward  to  Fife.  Here 
they  remained  for  several  weeks,  Allan  playing 
upon  the  pipes,  and  his  new  consort  telling  fortunes 
and  selling  articles  of  haberdashery.  But  her  tem- 
per was  so  violent  and  ungovernable,  tiiiat  he  deter- 
mined to  leave  her;  and  in  order  to  excite  a  quarrel, 
he  went  home  one  night  at  Aberdour,  feigning  to 
be  stupidly  drunk.  She,  however,  quietly  asdsted 
him  to  bed,  when  he  began  to  snore  as  if  asleep; 
In  a  little,  he  observed  her  take  a  pincushion  from 
the  basket  she  constantly  carried,  into  winch  she 
thrust  a  pi#ce  of  gold,  and  then  sewed  it  up  again* 
The  secret  was  now  discov«ed ;  for  he  had  always 
suspected  she  had  money,  though  she  firmly  denied 
it 

A  little  after  midnight  he  rose,  and  saying  he  felt 
very  sick,  dressed  in  order  to  take  a  walk.  He 
th^i  left  the  house  with  the  basket, .  and  walked 
hastily  towards  the  ferry.  When  it  was  light  he 
examined  the  pincushions,  and  to  his  great  joy  dis-» 
covered  tweity-coie  guineas.  Fearful  of  the  terma* 
gant  pursuing  him,  be  hid  himself  in  Leith  until  a 
vessel  sailed  to  London,  on  board  of  which  h^  took 
his  passage.. 
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CHAPTER  XXIX. 

old  FtHBd  ki  ChMfab»..^|9nheBiiM  dud  Raoape  at  P— ttlhH  ThcMiti 
Wife  at  Scuboraugh— Morpeth  Mary  at  Shidda— Joornej  to  Wukvottb-. 
Voyage  to  Hfdland— Daoger  and  I^iattAi  thM  fiiMee-««Itetanii  to  Berridc 
IHiiU  Altt«fBlE«-BflaMM»  vftb  Mdi^«b  Bf  «ry-^FKg|it  !•  lilUtiqr. 

On.  landing  in  the  metropcdia^  ABan  pmeiuied « 
new  suit  <tf  doath$,  and  was  again  tflbiiatty  dbrnttni 
into  Northumberland  Houfie.  Indeed,  he  pitxared 
the  tiotice  of  several  of  the  nobility^  and  was  oAa 
sent  for  to  entertain  the  ladies  with  iiis  fiivouiite 
tune  of  '^  Come  to  Bed,  Cicely^  come,  oomt,  om^ 
which  he  executed  (accompanying  the  pipes  witk 
his  voice)  with  such  laughable  effect  as  alwsjrs  dnw 
forth  the  warmest  applauoe. 

Fhitteted  and  emboUlened  bj  (lie  sttestidiii  lis 
received  from  people  of  fashion^  Allan  voitured  in 
demand  ah  audience  of  d'omer,  the  fanroos  Ita&an 
musician ;  wfacHil  he  infotmed^  tha^  ^ssiiig  of  ^ 
umivaUed  skill  in  mdli(v  be  had  Imvdkd  due^ 
hundted  miiei  to  hter  Mm  play.     The  itdiitt 
seemed  surprised,  bM  politely  b^^ged  hfiB  to  be 
seated^  when  be  took  his  vidin  and  phTedsaovo^ 
tinre.    AUan  was  ravish^  witii  delight^  and  dedaed 
tbat  now  he  ww  amply  xewai^ed  for  the  ex^oa 
and  fatigue  he  had  experienced;  and  begged p(^ 
mission,  as  the  only  retura  he  could  mskf  ^^^ 
condescension,  to  be  allowed  to  give  him  s  tune<» 
the  Northumberland  bagpipe.    Cromer  sinfl^l  *|" 
said  he  had  no  objection,  though  oertsinly  he  da 
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not  think  higjalf  of  tbe  inslniment  However. 
Miner  AUan  had  ptoyed  one  of  his  best  pieces,  Cro* 
mer  rose;  shook  his  hand,  and  complimented  him 
upon  his  taste,  dedoxing  that  he  never  c(»ic€dved  so 
ooofioed  an  instrufiiaot  was  capal^le  of  such  ejiecu- 
tkom.  Alter  drinking  a  bottle  of  wine,  the  two  mu- 
sicians parted  highly  pleased  with  each  other. 
'  For  some  timev  Alim  conducted  himself  with 
ftueh  propriety,  that  his  friends  began  to  entertain 
hopes  of  a  real  relbvmaliQB  baying  takra  jdaee ;  but 
at  last  he  became  impaHant  to  gtow  ric^,  and  for 
tlas  purpose  fisequented  gAmng^bouses,  wb^ie,  in 
playing  for  small  suoM,  he  was  generally  supoessfttl 
However,  going  to  one  of  tliose  places  oi  fashionable 
resert  one  evening  when  flushed  with  liquor,  be 
ventured  and  lost  his  last  shiUing.  Agitata  by  aU 
those  agonizing  feelings  which  none .  but  an  unforr 
tunate  gamester  can  know^  he  rushed  out  ot  the 
house*  sold  all  his  best  doaths  and  his  watch,  and 
l^en  returned  with  the  forlorn  hope  of  retrieving 
his  fortune.  But^  as  may  be  easily  imagined^  he 
was  soon  stripped  of  tUa  last  i^esourae;  and  ke  le^ft 
tbe  house  cursing  hiaiaelf  bitt^y,  and  hamfnting 
the  loss  ^  the  {Measure  whji^  he  bad  fondly  antid^ 
fmted^  of  appeaskq;  at  Botlibivy  tike  a  gentlwiav. 
'  The  same  ni^t  hie  took  Ids  d^partuK  from  Jjoa-- 
dan ;  and  bcong  pefinykss>  Ik  liaveUdd  alowly,  j^ay-. 
Big  in  the  villages  for  tbe  S3u»m  oi  subsisteoee.  At 
WdHiasn  ki  li^oestarshire  be  ^  19  with  a  wander- 
ing basket-makiar  and  tim  feaude -fortuni^tellers, 
who  were  going  io  Ch^ahiiae  to  alliend  a  Gippy  wed- 
ding, and  whom  be  agreed  to  accompany  to  the 
flaw  of  tkeir  dsatinaiioD.    Tbe  wodk^  were  expert 
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thieves,  and  provided  him  and  his  new  eomiade 
with  a  great  variety  of  luxuries.  ABan,  ivith  lus 
ppes,  contributed  greatly  to  the  hifaorify  that  pn^ 
vsdied  at  the  marriage;  and  the  feasting  was  ocmtinaed 
for  two  days,  when  the  tribe  prq^ared  to  separate. 

Previous  to  this,  while  AUan  was  standing  alon^ 
a  delicate,  modest-looking  6ip^  women  advanced, 
and,  after  looking  earnestly  at  him,  said,  *^Have 
you  then  forgotten  your  Mary's  little  favotnife?* 
The  bewitching  smile  that  accompanied  this  inter^ 
rogatory  instantly  recalled  her  to  his  reeolleetkni, 
though  her  fine  playful  eountenanee  was  now  soft* 
ened  into  a  kind  of  gentle  meianeholy.     After  mo. 
tual  congratulations,  AHan  eageriy  enquired  what 
had  become  of  h»  unde.    ^  Alas  !*'  said  she  numni* 
fully,  ^^  he  is  gone,  and  with  him  have  departed  my 
hopes  of  happiness  in  this  life."    After  a  pause,  ^le 
resumed,  ^*The  chief  never  recovered  the  abock 
occasioned  by  my  dear  Mary's  death.    He  at  bat 
drooped  s6  much  that  I  became  akrmed,  and  \xn» 
parted  every  comfort  and  consolation  in  my  power. 
One  evening,  he  seemed  much  affected  by  my  on- 
remitted  attentions,  end  surprised  me  greatly  by 
bedewing  my  hand  with  tears.    At  last  he  said,  in 
a  voice  scarcdy  articulate,  -*  My  wcxthy  girl,  I  have 
injured  you  deeply.    To  gratify  my  revenge  I  ^>oie 
you  from  your  pavents,  who  are  wealthy  ond  re- 
spectaUe*    Mary  was  also  a  martyr  to  my  fssaqm. 
But  you  shall  be  restored  to  your  family,  and  thefi 
I  will  close  my  eyes  in  peace.    Retmti  in  die  mcm- 
ing,  and  you  shaill  know  all/    During  the  ni^t,^ 
she  continued,  *'  I  wandered  about  in  a  state  of  eiu 
'treme  agitatkm ;  but»  oh !  how  «bali  I  jdesolbe  my 
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|pief»  when  in  the  morning  I  beheld  the  sole  depo- 

tdtory.of  my  fatuie  hopes  and  happiness  a  lifeless 

oorpee  ?    I  sunk  senseless  on  the  ground,  uttering  a 

aneam  of  horror  which  alarmed  the  chief's  attend* 

ants.    The  cruel  men  immediately  seized  and  di* 

vidied  his  treasures,  and,  before  I  recovered  my 

recollection,  had  burnt  all  his  piqpers.    I  received 

nothing  but  a  trifle,  and  have  since  that  time  been 

wandering  through  £ngland  in  search  of  my  pa^ 

rents ;  but  I  have  not  discovered  any  who  have  lQ3t 

a  ^1  at  the  time  I  was  a  child.'*    Allan  was  afiected 

by  her  relation,  and  took  his  kave,  wishing  her 

better  success  in  her  interesting  enquiries. 

After  traveUing  about  a  week  with  his  former 

^mnpanions,  one  of  the  females  was  detected  steal* 

kig  linen  from  a  hedge ;  when  he  immediately  fled, 

jU>  avoid  being  implicated  in  her  crime.    At  Roch* 

dale  he  became  acquainted  with  a  profligate  yoimg 

feUow,  who  had  robbed  and  deserted  hi^  master,  an 

eminent  attorney  in  London;  and  who  was  now 

preying  upon  the  public  credulity  under  a  variety 

of  assumed  characters.    AUan  accepted  an  invitation 

to  join  in  this  awindling  sdieme;  but  at  Pdntefnct 

Abey  were  bo^  apprehended.    The  youth  behaved 

"Very  viidaitly,  and  was  handcuffed  and  guards  all 

night  by  two  i)onstabtes ;  while  AUan.  seemed  all 

patience  and  resignation,  and  represented  himself  as 

jan  innoeent  dupe.    The  officer  under  whose  care  he 

was  placed  commiserated  his  misfortunes,  and  rea- 

.  dily  joined  in  drinking  a  friendly  glass.    The  result 

may  easily  be  imagined ;  ^r  the  unsuspecting  man 

iK)on  became  tipsy,  when  Allan  put  on  his  great 

fioatp  and  l^f  t  him  .to  ^joy  his  slumbers*   . 
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He  next  went  to  Scaiborough,  where  he  phyM 
during  the  hitter  end  of  the  bathing  season,  ffi 
landlady  was  a  young  drunken  woman,  wfaote  hu. 
band  was  on  a  voyage  to  the  Baltie.  She  sooBbe^ 
came  enamoared  with  Allan,  who  prevailed  upa 
her  to  sell  o£P  har  furniture  jHivBtriy,  and  dope 
with  him.  They  travelled  together  only  a$  6r  a 
Whitby ;  when  finding  a  sloop  raady  to  a9  to 
Shields,  he  left  the  poor  duped  woman  wkkxtfi 
shilling,  to  lament  her  folly  and  crifliinalitj. 

On  landing  at  Ncxrth  Shields,  he  met  his  old 
crony,  Loggan  the  fiddler,  with  whom'  he  spent  ^ 
money  which  he  had  so  unjustly  obtainecL  Ee  w 
then  obliged  to  go  amongst  the  pnhlie  faoiuei,  lod 
play  t6  the  sailors,  who  in  general  paid  faun  iuni 
somely.  One  evening,  in  entering  a  tavon,  tbe 
notorious  Morpeth  Mary  seiased  him  iy  the  an^ 
and  said,  **  My  dear  Jamie,  you  are  the  veiy  man  I 
wished  to  see.**  She  then  briefly  sUted  that  she 
had  stolen  a  gendeman's  pocket  bocdc,  and  nsttst  be 
off.  Allan  appeared  overjoyed  at  her  luck,  and 
oflfered  to  aooompany  ha:  to  Ltoadxm  kninediately. 
But  having  meiVed  a  few  pounds  to  bi^  ^oJos^ 
doaths,  and  provide  a  stock  for  the  voyage,  yf\xA 
they  agreed  to  take  m  the  fint  eerier  that  aailed,  he 
walked  off;  for  he  thought  ahe  was  too  dariog  t 
thief  to  associate  safely  with. 

He  now  resolved'  to  idsit  an  old  aoqii«*«^ 
called  Tom  Doers*  at  Warkworth ;  but  at  BedBnf 

•  Allan  entertained  a  high  opinion  of  Tom  Doert,  vsA  ^ 
spent  a  few  jolly  days  in  his  company.  This  singuitr  (Sastt^ 
was  distingoisked  for  Aia  and  roguery,  «ad  hdd  the  lag^^^*^ 
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ton  he  feD  ill  with  •  party  (tf  muggers,  with  whom 

lie  spent  several  days  in  stealiiig  poultry,  feasting^ 

and  drinking.    At  last^  a  &raier  at  Widdrington 

api^ied  to  a  justice  of  the  peate  for  a  warrant 

iigainst  them ;  hut  Allan  escaped,  and  aft»  wander^ 

ing  about  the  neighbourhood  of  Alnwick  for  several 

weeks  in  great  poverty,  he  became  acquainted  with 

a  noted  smuggle  at  Alemouth,  who  was  so  pleased 

with  his  jokes  and  music,  that  he  invited  him  to 

take  a  voyage  in  his  vessel  to  Flushing.    Allan  was 

fond  of  the  excursi<»),  and  gladly  embarked,  pro* 

miaing  himself  much  gratification  amongst  a  crew 

of  careless,  merry,  and  drunken  fellows. 

A  few  hours  after  sailing,  the  wind  began  to 
Uow:  fresh,  and  soon  increased  to  a  prodigious 
storm.  The  weather  also  became  very  thick,  whicfa^ 
with  the  cold  and  sleet,  it»idered  the  working  of 
the  vessel  very  disagreeable.  The  master,  however^ 
bore  away  bdfore  the  wind  until  they  reaohed  the 
Orkneys,  when  it  became  more  calm,  and  an  at# 
tempt  was  made  to  alter  their  course.  But  jusi 
then  the  storm  was  renewed  with  redoubled  fury  t 
and  the  mainsail  blowing  loose^  eveary  seam  was 
toon  split  from  top  to  bottom.    The  forestay  and 


mayor  of  Warkwortb.  On  one  occasion^  a  constable  from  Alnwick 
presented  kirn  with  a  paper  vonceming  the  militia^  which  Tom 
seemed  to  pemee  with  uncommon  g;ravitf  aiad  niporlaace>  oatB 
one  of  the.oompaaf  obeerred  that  ke  held  di«  p^^  i^iaide  dowa^ 
Tom  raised  lus  eyes  with  great  solemnity^  and  said,  with  an  air  of 
dignified  contempt,  "  If  I  could  not  read^  sir^  with  any  side  of  the 
paper  uppermost^  I  i^ould  not  be  worthy  of  the  honourable  office 
Whidi  liU.^  Afian  often  related  this  anecdote  as  a  happy  ill 
tration  of  his  firiend'a  8hrewdn< 
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the  gammon  of  the  bowsprit  weie  ako  broken;  ani 
upon  the  schooner  fetching  a  deep  rcdl^  the  vm 
mast  was  carried  away  above  inx  feet  belew  tfec^ 
To  complete  their  misfortunes,  the  csrpenter  in& 
hid  ap»  and  could  scarcely  crawl  upcm  the  decL 

The  seamen,  who  at  the  commencement  of  die 
voyage  had  been  dancing  to  Allan's  music  nidi 
boisterous  glee,  now  became  low  q[>irited,  ahnnai 
and  displeased.    The  captain  drank  grog  to  Joeep 
up  his  spirits ;  while  the  mongvel  crew  disreguM 
his  orders  and  questioned  his  authority^  Lid«i 
they  seemed  to  agree  in  nothing  but  that  die  in- 
lucky  piper  had  raised  the  sto^cm.    The  nuster 
swore  most  tremendoudy  tiiat  he  most  have  oqob- 
mitted  murder,  and  he  bdiieved  the  avenging  spA 
would  send  every  soul  to  the  bottom.   Allan  wa 
sufficiently  alarmed  by  the  fury  of  the  tempest^  the 
slightness  of  the  vessel,  and  the  want  of  mboiim 
tion  amongst  the  tnen ;  but  when  he  fint  heaid  tUs 
ridiculous  accusation  against   himself,  he  tried  to 
laugh  it  off.    This  increased  the  prejadke  against 
him,  being  attributed  to  guilt  and  hardness  of  heait 
Matteirs  soon'  wore  k  very  aerious  aq^ect:  some 
cursed  him,  others  passed  him  with  a  scowl,  aoi 
none  would  give  him '  either  meat  or  drink;  » 
short,  he  expected  every  hour  to  share  the  ftte  of 
Jonah,  and  to  be  thrown  overboard  by  these  super- 
stitious and  lawless,  men.    At  length,  however,  t» 
storm  abated,  the  rigging  was  put  into  some  onto 
ahd  in  a  few  days  they  reached  their  destined  j^ 
when  Allan  seized  the  first  opportunity  to  jump  on 
^hore,  glad  that  he  had  escaped  men  m(^^S^ 
than  the  elements. 
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The  ship^s  provisions  having  Win  Short,  and  Allan 
liaving  lost  the  favour  of  the  crew,  he  landed  almost 
faint  with  hunger,  and  without  a  faithing  in  his 
pocket    In  order  to  obtain  relief,  he  Went  into  a 
crowded  street  and  began  to  play.    He  was  soon 
surrounded  by  a  number  of  gaping  children.;  but 
few   others  deigned  to  notice  him.      Every  one 
seemed  intent  on  business ;  and  when  a  genteel  per- 
son stopped,  *it  was  but  for  a  moment,  and  they 
walked  on  without  giving  any  thing.    .Allan  was 
both  surprised  and  vexed ;  and  suspecting  the  peo- 
ple did  not  comprehend  his  intentions,  he  pulled  off 
his  hat,  which  he  held  out  with  a  humble  supplicat- 
ing look.    At  first,  no  one  regarded  his  imploring 
attitudes,  and  he  was  on  the  point  of  putting  on  hii 
faat  in  despair,  when  a  woman  with  a  child  ad^ 
vanced,  and  gave  him  three  small  copper  coins.    A 
fine-looking  young  woman  seemed  also  preparing  to 
follow  the  charitable  example,  when  a  big  bloated 
fellow  interposed,  and,  with  his  stick  uplifted  before 
Allan's  face,  threatened  and  abused  him  in  a  loud 
and  angry  tone,  though  the  terrified  musician  could 
not  understand  a  word  he  said.    This  scene,  how- 
ever, was  terminated  by  a  blacksmith,  who  took 
AUan  by  the  arm,  saying,  '*  Come  awa,  mon,  an'  ye 
sail  hae  a  little  o'  what  I  hae  to  ^e.*^ 

Alexander  Fergus,  the  name  of  this  hospitable 
.Scotsman,  had  settled  in  Flushing,  and,  in  returning 
from  his  work,  had  thus  kindly  rescued  Allan  from 
the  hands  of  an  officer  of  the  police ;  for,  as  he  ob^ 
served,  his  heart  warmed  when  he  saw  the  pipes. 
Allan  was  well  entertained  for  about  a  week,  whea 
his  host,  who  was  peculiarly  frugal  and  industrious^ 
80  S  M 
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hinted  the  necesdty  of  kxddng  oat  for  ao&je  ynsA: 
adding  that,  as  be  could  work  at  no  txade»  a  fnmm 
of  his  had  consented  lO'  leom  him  the  art  of  net- 
making.  Although  our  unfortunate  vagrant  hated ; 
the  very  name  of  work,  yet  he  was  obliged  to  suh 
mit,  and  on  the  same  evening  became  the  inmate  d 
an  imwieldy,  rough,  good-natured  Dutch  net-makec 

Allan's  ignorance  of  the  Dutch  language^  and  hk 
confining  occupation,  precluded  him  from  tw^inwtg 
observations  or  improving  his  situatiotu  Eivery 
Sunday,  however,  he  employed  amongst  the  dHfi* 
ping ;  and  at  the  end  of  about  five  weeks,  he  pn> 
vailed  upon  the  master  of  a  Berwick  sloop  to  canj 
him  home.  He  was  at  this  time  b^inning  to  pro- 
cure  secret  favours,  both  from  his  mistress  and  her 
daughter;  and  which,  as  usual,  he  attributed  not  to 
kindness  and  charity,  but  to  his  trremsHiie  attnio> 
iiona  and  refined  arts  of  flattery.  When  he  stok 
on  board,  he  carried  several  valuable  articles  of  bh 
xnaster's  property  olong  with  him,  and  whkh  ba 
pretended  were  justly  due  to  him  for  wages.  After 
a  short  passage,  he  was  landed  near  Berwick. 

This  was  the  last  excursion  which  Allan  made 
into  other  countries.    He  now  proceeded  to  Aln- 
wick,  and  spent  some  time  among  the  domestics  of 
that  hospitable  and  princely  castle,  where  he  en- 
joyed all  those  luxuries  that  constituted  the  chief 
felicities  of  his  life.    He  then  wandered  to  Yori 
races,  where  he  contrived  to  acquire  a  considersUe 
sum.    In  passing  through  Durham  on  his  retunii  a 
£emale  voice  from  a  high  window  called  out  Ins 
name  and  desired  him  to  stop,  and  in  a  minute 
Morpeth  Mary  stood  before  him.    **  Now,  you  nis- 
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cal,**  she  exclaimed,  **  you  shall  pay  me  the  money 

you  robhed  me  of."    Allan,  looking  into  her  face 

with    a  mixture  of  archness  and   humour,   said, 

"  Faith,  Mary,  ye'fe  a  nice  tempting  hussy.    Why, 

I  never  saw  ye  look  so  bonny.*' — "  No,  no,  Jamie,** 

she  replied,  *•  that  won't  do ;  111  have  my  money.** — 

**  Really,  Mary,  it  is  too  bad,**  he  rejoined,  "  to  keep 

a  poor  starving  devil  like  me  talking,  while  he 

should   be   eating   and   drinking.** — "Well,   come 

away,  you  rogue,'*  said  Mary  i  and  condtteting  him 

Bito  a  public  house,  she  entertained  him  plentifully, 

and  it  was  agreed  that  they  should  join  their  for'- 

tunes,  and  fix  their  residence  in  North  Shields. 

Here  he  and  Morpeth  Mary  led  a  most  aban- 
doned life,  and  were  continually  engaged  in  acts  6t 
theft,  robbery,  sensuality,  and  drunkenness.  At 
last,  Mary  having  stolen  a  ship-mastei^s  pocket- 
bo6k,  the  owner  resolutely  demanded  a  restitution 
of  his  property;  when  Allan  beat  him  so  barbae 
rouily  with  a  cudgel,  that,  apprehensive  of  the  oon« 
iequenoesi  he  fled  to  Rotbbury. 
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CHAPTER  XXX. 

Allan*!  PdtpoNt  of  Amendment— Hone-fltoiliag— Act  of  Gmtiliide  to  Bfz.  Hqffr 
— Mairiag*  with  Nancy  Bennet^-Tenen  of  Saptnddao  -  Bmcwnd 
tiou— Miuical  Contest  ft  Elsdon-^AgaiA  apprehended  £br 
demned — Diet  in  Durham  Jail— The  Pxinoe  Rcgettt*a  free  Paiddn 
Conditdhig  RemaAfc 
* 

A;T  Rothbury,  AUau  determined  to  avoid  any  fur- 
ther  connexion  with  the  desperate  Maiy,  and  to 
lead  a  sober  and  industrious  life.    With  this  viev 
he  procured  a  galloway,  and  commenced  his  musicai 
pere^inations  in  the  country^    He  called  one  day 
at  Mr.  Hepple's,  of  Needliess  HaU,  in  a  foclcMn  cod- 
dition,  seeking  hb  seed  (a  present  of  com  giTen  at 
seed-time).    Mr.  Hepple  thought  Hm  a  favoursbk 
importunity  to  admonish  him  to  forsake  hia  imwar- 
rantable  mode  of  liying,   whidi,   if  persisted  in, 
would  one  day  bring  him  to  an  ignominious  end. 
Allan,  with  a  downcast  countenance,  acknowledged 
the  propriety  of  Mr.  Hepple's  observations,  and 
promised  to  behave  better  in  future^    After  this 
conversation,  Mr.  Hepple  served  him  with  a  ken- 
ning  of  oats,  which  was  a  much  greater  quantity 
than  he  usually  gave  on  such  occasions.    At  the 
sight  of  this  libersd  supply,  the  countenance  of  AL 
Ian  beamed  with  gratitude,  and  turning  round  to 
Mr.  Hepple,  he  observed,  '*  that  whatevar  he  miglit 
do  to  other  people,  he  might  rest  assured  that  nei- 
ther himself  nor  his  property  should  ever  be  haraied 
by  hun.''    This  promise  was  fEuthfuUj  fulfilled  a 
^short  time  afterwards* 
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^Notwithstanding  Allan's  frequent  promises  of 

amendment,  he  vraa  too  much  hackneyed  in  the 

ways  of  vice  to  abandon  his  evil  practices.     He 

stole  A  valuaUe  horse  from  Mr.  Lumsden,  of  Pont- 

eland  West  House,  and  rode  o£f  northward.    Mr. 

Liumsden  pursued  and  traced  him  and  the  horse  to 

Alemouth,  where  he  lost  him;  the  horse  having 

been  shipped  at  that  place,  and  gone  a  short  time 

previous  to  his  arrival.    After  this  exploit,  Allan 

associated  himself  with  some  lawless  vagabonds, 

when  they  set  out  on  a  plundering  excursion  .to  the 

south  of  Scotland.     Mr.  Hepple  and  two  of  his 

neighbours  being  on  the  road  to  Falkirk  fair,  they 

were  met  by  three  highwaymen,  disguised  and  well 

mounted,  who  commanded  them  to  stop  and  deliver 

up  their  money.    A  serious  alteAsition  took  place, 

in  the  course  of  which  Mr.  Hepple  recognized  the 

voice  of  Allan,  and  immediately  cried  out,  **  Jamie 

Allan,  surely  you'll  not  rob  me  ?"    Allan  instantly 

knew  the  vcnoe  of  his  baiefacbMr,  and  approaching 

Mr.  Hepple,  put  his  hand  to  the  brim  of  his  hat  to 

discover  who  it  was,  and  exclaimed,  "Ha!  Wull 

Hepple,  is  that  ye,  man  ?^    Being  answered  in  the 

affirmative,  he  looked  stedfastly  on  Mr.  Hepple  for 

a  short  time,  then  gave  his  acccHnplices  a  signal,  put 

spurs  to  his  horse,  and  instantly  all  three  rpde  ofl^ 

leaving  Mr.  Hepple  and  his  companions  at  liberty 

to  pursue  their  journey.* 

.  *  This  wdl-aitthentieated  anecdote  of  Janes  Allan  is  not  a  ao- 
litary  instance  of  the  generosity  of  the  Oipsy  tribe.  A  respectable 
periodical  wwk  relates  a  similar  trait  of  character  in  Will  Faa,  the 
imioQS  Oipsy  diief : — "  The  late  Mr.  Leek,  minister  of  Yetholm, 
happened  to  be  ridjng  home  one  evening  £rom  a  visit  o?er  in  Ncitb» 
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Allan  never  oould  relish  flie  bold,  dangeioas  pm- 
suits  of  a  highwayman;  and  whenever  compdkd 
by  his  necessities  to  associate  with  such  offend^ 
he  always  seized  the  first  opportunity  <^  esoapii^ 


vmberland,  when  finding  liimself  like  to  be  benighted,  fax  tbe  Hike 
of  a  near  cot,  he  struck  into  a  wild  aolitarj  track,  or  dzmre-nn^ 
across  the  feUs,  hj  a  place  called  The  Slaw.    In  one  <if  the  derne 
placet  through  which  this  path  led  him,  there  stood  ftn  M  daerted 
ahepherd's  house,  which,  of  course,  was  reputed  to  be  baolnd. 
The  minister,  though  little  a|it  to  be  alarmed  by  sncli  rqiottii,  wn» 
however,  somewhat  startled,  on  observing,  as  he  approeched  dost 
to  the  oottt^,  a  'grim  visage'  staring  out  past  a  wmdowdBM,  or 
sort  of  curtain,  which  had  been  fastened  up  to  siippl j  tlie  ]daee  if 
a  door, — and  also  several '  dusky  figures'  skulking  among  the  boDF- 
tree  bushes  that  had  once  sheltered  the  shepherd's  garden.     Widb* 
out  leaving  him  any  time  for  speculation,  however,  the  kjught  of 
the  curtain  bolted  forth  upon  him,  and  seizing  his  horae  by  the 
bridle,  demanded  his  money.     Mr.  Leek,  though  it  was  now  doA, 
at  once  recognized  the  gruff  voice  and  the  great  blade  burly  hesd 
of  his  next  door  neighbour,  Glcid-neckU  Will,  the  Gipiy  chie^« 
«Dear  me,  William,'  said  the  minister,  in  his  usual  quiet  mannerj 
*  can  this  be  you  ?     Ye're  surely  no  serious  wi  me  ?     Ye  wadna 
sae  fiur  wrang  your  character  ibr  a  good  neighbour  for  the  bit  trifle 
I  hae  to  gie,  WiUiam  ?'— '  Lord  saif  us,  Mr.  Leek  V  said  WHI 
quitting  the  rein,  and  lifting  his  hat  with  great  respect,  '  wbae  wad 
hae  thought  o'  meeting  yam  out  owre  here-away?     Ye  aeedaa 
gripe  for  ony  siller  to  me — I  wadna  touch  a  plack  o'  your  gear,  nor 
a  hair  o'  your  head,  for  a'  the  gowd  o'  Tividale.    I  ken  yell  no  ds 
««  an  ill  turn  for  this  mistak — and  I'll  e'en  see  ye  safe  throng^  ths 
eirie  Staw — ^it's  no  reckoned  a  very  canny  bit  mair  ways  nor  ane; 
but  I  wat  wed  ye'U  be  no  feared  for  the  dead,  and  I'D  tak  caie  ^ 
the  Jtvtfig.'— -Will  accordingly  gave  his  reverend  friend  a  safe 
voy  through  the  haunted  pass,  and,  notwithstanding  this  n^y 
take,  continued  ever  after  an  inoffensive  and  obligiii^  neighbour  to 
the  minister, — ^who  on  his  part  observed  a  prudent  and  inviidaUe 
secrecy  on  the  subject  of  this  reaeooater  during  the  liS>>tiaM  of 
Gkid-MckU  Will: 


n 


JAMES  ALLAN.  463 

.  from  their  sodety.  After  this^  last  adventure,  he 
I  returned  into  Northumberland,  where  he  joined  a 
lawless  vagabond  in  an  excursion  to  Wallington, 
where  they  stole  two  horses,  and  fled  northward* 
On  approaching  the  neighbourhood  of  Glasgow, 
Allan  heard  the  treading  of  horses,  and,  looking 
behind,  saw  two  men  advancing  at  full  speed.  He 
now  spurred  on,  and,  having  gained  the  turn  of  the 
road,  threw  himself  ofi^  the  horse,  crawled  into  a 
small  plantation,  and  lay  down  amongst  some  long 
grass.  His  pursuers,  having  obtained  assistance, 
discovered  his  retreat;  and  he  was  conducted  back 
and  lodged  in  Morpeth  jaiL 

Having  at  this  time  no  particular  connexion  with 
any  female,  he  was  obliged  to  subsist  on  the  prison 
allowance,  which  he  considered  as  a  most  severe 
hardship ;  but  the  hopes  of  beiug  acquitted,  and  his 
strong  attachment  to  Northumberland,  prevented 
him  from  attempting  to  escape.  On  his  trial,  he 
cross-questioned  the  witnesses  with  uncommon 
shrewdness  and  cleverness;  and  as  one-  witness 
swore  that  he  saw  him  dismount,  and  the  other  de-  ^ 

scribed  the  situation  of  the  turn  of  the  road  to  be 
such  as  to  render  this  impossible,  the  jury  acquitted 
him. 

After  this  period,  Allan  for  several  years  resided 
ki  North  Shields  during  the  winter  season,  being 
engaged  to  play  on  the  hautboy  at  the  assemblies, 
and  at  night  before  genteel  houses  as  a  wait.  This 
last  was  a  very  lucrative  employment,  as  he  received 
very  handsome  presents  from  the  gentry,  both  at 
Christmas  and  Candlemas.  Indeed,  his  sweet  and 
lively  midnight  strains  were  so  pleasing  to  all  classes 
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of  people,  Hiat  liis  numeVous  and  petty  thefts  wer? 
winked  at.  Hi«  spare-  time  was  spent  in  pnhfe 
houses,  amusing  the  sailors,  who  also  paid  lim  Ebe. 
FsHy^  In  summer  he  frequently  visited  flie  espi 
of  Scotland,  where  he  was  always  well  reedvei  ft 
his  return,  he  never  failed  to  spend  a  few  wcdo 
toiongst  his  dear  vagrant  acquaintances. 

Ahout  the  year  1789,  he  happened  to  Tiatliir 
brbther,  William  Bennett,  a  besom-maker  at  lb 
peth,  and  was  surprised  to'  see  his  niece,  Ann  fa. 
nett  (whose  mother  was  his  owli  sister),  afiiie-loolii| 
Kvely,  blooming  girl.    Notwithstanding  their  nk 
tionship  and  his  great  age,  he  innnedfately  fonnrf 
the  design  of  possessing  her.     For  this  purpose  he 
lingered  about  Morpeth,  and  bought  the  rain,  ^ 
rant  girl  several  gaudy  articles  of  dress,  with  wiWr 
she  was  highly  delighted ;  but  as  she  xepobed  \m 
first  direct  advances  with  unexpected  Strnms,  be 
ceased  to  importune  her  on  the  sutgect  Bxmg 
persuaded  her  to  accompany  hinr  to  Neircasfleona 
jaunt,  he  in  a  day  or  two  sent  her  dcmn  to  SWdds 
with  a  parcel,  strictly  enjoining  her  to  give  it  into 
the  captain's  own  hand  for  whom  it  was  directed 
She  found  the  ship  lying  in  the  Narrows,  and  was 
kindly  invited  into  the  cabin  by  the  captain,  wiw 
belonged  to  the  neighboiiffaood  of  Rotfabury.   Aftff 
sitting  and  amtising  hersdf  for  some  time,  she  m 
the  ship  moving  unpleasantly,  and  reqitestedto^ 
on  shore.    But  when  she  came  upon  the  rfeck,  * 
found  the  ship  had  passed  the  bar,  and,  on  tans^ 
to  express .  her  sur[nnse,  saw  Allan,  who  i^kff^ 
for  his  absence,  mid  requested  her  to  iralt  bdc^^ 
observing  to  the  sailors  that  his  irj/ir  had  never  been 
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afc  flca  befiM^,  .  Probably  Ae  was  not  displeased  at; 
tiie  stratagem,  for  she  submitted  to  his  direction 
withont  oppositioiL  At  London  they  were  mar* 
ried ;  and  in  a  sbprt  tune  they  returi^ed  to  North-; 
mmberland.* 

Afian  now  {mrdbased  two  galloways,  ^^i  travelled 
Ifae  country,  attending  all  fairs,  weddiqgs,  races,  &c. 
His  young  wife  entered  with,  spirit  into^  all  the  ex- 
trayagance  i^nd  revelry  of  a  vagabond  life.  Her 
fondness  for  spirits  also  became,  so  strong,  that  nei^ 
fher .  threats  nor  chastisemeiits  could  restrain  her. 
However,  she  now.  became  necessary  to  AUan'e^ 
peace  and  happing ;  for  his  fticulties  beginning  tQ 
decline,  all  tbe  superstitious  prejudices  of  his  youth 
aeeuired  to  Jiis  ^min^with  redoubled  force^^ad  vivid^ 

*  From  ttie  preceding  narrative^  it  'appters  that  Alfaui  mfas  as 
bioonstanl  in  hxr  attaditnents  as  any  Oipay  that  ever  lived ;  mtf 
was  Naaoy  Bennett,  notwithstanding  lier  Beeming  eoyaeaa^  vaot^ 
temarkaUe  for  chastity  than  the  other  sisters  of  her  tribe*  Pre* 
yious  to  this  time,  she  had  been  connected  with  John  Winter, 
whose  mothe'r  was  Allan's  sbter ;  and  at  one  time,  after  this,  'she 
eloped  with  her  former  lovef ;  but  AllaA  t^ortsred  her  by  paying 
for  a  gaUon  of  beer.  In  an  edition' iif  the  piper's  life,  fmbli^ed  a^ 
A]iKiiri<||k,.  it  is  said,,  that  Nancy  /U>ore  him  one  sqp,  vrhq  is  ^^ 
living  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Gat^fthead,  and  travels  the  country^ 
in  company  with  his  mother,  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  vend- 
ing  besoms  and  mats.  In  the  course  of  the  summer  of  1817,  h6 
Hvas  at  Longhbrsley ;  where  he  assisted  the'  singers  -on  a  public  oc« 
tasion,*  and  eseouted  the  part  assigned- Mm  very  cocreotly.  Lihb 
Jii8.ancestorSj^he.hBs  a  .tmste  for  music,,  and  seems  to  llave  devoted 
himself  to  the  study  of  jthat  science.  He  is  about  twenty-three 
.years  of  a^^e,  of  a  very  decent  appearance,  and  seems  fitiei  for  a 
mcffe  respectable  occupation  in  life 'than  thaft  whidh  fae'at  present 
toUows.  He  hag  not,  as  far  a^  report  goes-, 'imitated  the  evil  firaa^ 
(da^  «et4iefore  hin  hj-  his.  fittbec^or.miy^C^  relationB.'/ .    -  -    /^" 

8   N 
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nesa.  He  was  continually  terrified  by  the  appi 
anee  of  moumfal  ghosts  and  terrific  apparitioBs,! 
that  he  durst  not  go  his  nightly  rounds  excqit  Ji 
accompanied  him.  Sometimes  troc^  of 
formed  reels  and  country  dances  to  the  soondrfli 
music.  At  other  times  these  were  substituteilk 
lighted  candle^  which  skipped  about  in  eicdlff 
order.  Nay,  on  <»e  occasion,  he  ave/red  tkb 
had  met  the  spirit  of  an  ete^^t  coedi  driviij^AB. 
oudy  alpng  the  Low  Street  of  Shields,  while  feW 
lightning  darted  at  every  crack  from  tie  iofeiri 
coachman's  whip!  Friday  wa»  such  an  onhAi 
day,  that  he  seldom  ventured;  abroad  mitil  it  U 
-  passed ;  and  he  frequently  returned  «id  ihut  Ub 
self  up,  if,  on  going  into  the  street,  heobseaedi 
bad  omen,  or  met  an  unsonsy  person. 

It  is  a  curious  fact  in  the  history  of  the  hontii 
Bund,.  that  his  vicious  propensities  seemed  (ogstda 
strength  in  proportion  as  his  terrors-,  of  HaJ  or  «>• 
peniaturd'  beings  increased.  Such,  perJuq*,  ist« 
invariable  connection  between  immwality  and  » 
perstition..  Indeed,  his  pilfering*  tn^  gKW  » 
audacious  and  insupportable,  that  several  rented*' 
He  pubUcans  prohibited  him  from  entering  inls 
t^eir  houses;  and  the  charms  of  his  muskrirerelo* 
ill  the  multiplicity  of  his  crimes. 

When  detected  in  the  commission  of  petty  i^ 
he  stood  before  his  accusers  unabashed,  as  if  MB^ 
herited  the  right  of  jdundering  his  neighboin  j 
After  being  admonished  and  liberated,  he  tw™ 
frequently  return,  and  either  solicit  emplo)iiK"^" 
renew  his  thefts  in  the  same  house;  and  he '^'° 
many  cases  offered  bolts  or  coterils  for  sale  toti^  ) 
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iroper  owner.  The  many  instances  in  'which  he 
viBLh  suSered  to  escape  with  impunity,  jseemed  at  lasl 
x>  destroy  Ijiie  fear  of  punishment. 

^N'otwithstanding  his  numerous  vices  and  acts  txf 

nisconduet,  he  retained  the  favour  of  many  respect^ 

^ble  gentlemen  in  North  Shields. .  No  person  ever 

ittempted  to  insult  or  interrupl:  him,  except  Lieu- 

t^iant  Atkinson  of  the  impress  service,  who  fre-> 

^uently  ileftained  him  for  the  amusement  of  his 

l^g.    On  one  occasioui  Allan  evinced  a  di^ositioa 

to  resist  this  oppressive  outrage,  for  which  he  was* 

leerverely  beat  and  sent  on  board  the  receiving  ship.. 

(Sut  when  the  circinnstance  was  commanicated  ta 

f^ome  af  AUan^s  friends,  the  petty  tyrant  was  in<» 

J9tantly  humbled ;  the  aged  muiaciaH  was  liberated,. 

and  proper  concessions  were  made  te  avert  iiie  in« 

•dignation  which  J:his  cruel  action  excited. 

At  this  time  Allan  was  frequently  invited  to 

Seaton  Delaval,  to  plajTbeTore  its  noUe  and  merry 

inmates,  for  which  he  was  always  well  rewarded. 

fie  also  played  the  hautboy  at  their  private  theatre. 

He  was  likewise  warmly  patronized  by  the  Trevd- 

yan  family;  and  wbenever  he  travelled  to  Nether^ 

witton  HaH,  was  kindly  received  by  the  late  MrSi 

Trevelyan,  who  was  an  excellent  judge  of  musi<i,. 

and  could  dierefore  appreciate  the  taste  and  skill 

which  Allan  displayed  in  this  delightful  sdence.^ 

In  winter,  when  Allan  took  up  his  residence  in 
rShieUs,  he  put  his  galloway  into  afield  belonging 
to  some  neighbouring  farmer,  wJiere  it  was  left  in 
the  most  inclement  weather  to  diift  for  itself.  If 
;flny  ventured  to  dispute  Jus  right  of  pasturage,  their 
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pigs»  poultry,  and  mrorkiiig^  gear  were  sure  to  A^ 
p&ar  by; litde  and  Uttie.  Sometimei faehada 
at  the  end  of  autunm^  irhich  he  always  k^;  tod 
be  generally  procured  another  in  the  qnio^ 
practice  in  horse^stealing  vtbs,  no  doubl^  tery 
sive.  Sometimes^  he  performed  Us  tiKftski^ 
careless  and  slovenly  manner ;  but  at  other  Umi 
displayed  the  most- surprising  ingenuity,  andonix 
off  \m  booty  in  a  way  that  astonished  the  wi&m 
He  seldom  stole  from  a  poor  man,  and  oemfaiQit 
friend. 

Whenever  he  wanted  a  hosMti  he  was  seeutai 
to  visit  the  south  of  Scotland;  biit  seeing  a  aii& 
nient  opportunity  of  borrowing^  one  in  NorlhBiib 
land,  he  could  not  iresist  the  temptatioa   Howwr 
being  well  known,  he  wa^  soon  appwhendei  ni 
again  fully  committed  fot  trial.    He' employed » 
council,  but  conducted  his  '-owfe  defence  wiA  a 
aeuteness  and  ingenuity  that  surprised  ibetaai 
He  rested  his  defends  principally  on  thegwaiof 
the  great  inaprobaUllty  that  he  should  coma&t » 
heinous  an  offerfee  where  deteedon  wa$  sm^^ 
sue ;  he  admilited  that  having  found  the  animal  ii 
a  bye-lanei  and  being  feint  and  weary,  he  had  tata 
the  liberty  to  ride  upon  it  for  a  short  &siaBce; » 
attributed  the  prosecuti<Ki  to  a  strwig  and  ^ 
prejudice  which  had  bisen  artfully  excited  f^^ 
poor,*  harwUeu  old  man.    But  the  evidence  w^ 
dear  to  leave  a  doubt  of  his  irifcentions  up** 
minds  of  the  jury,  who  retiumed  a  v«ific*  ^f^ 
and  he  recdved  the  sentence  of  dmid^.   1S0^ 
kis  advanced  years  excited  geileral  <5^*'®^**5to 
and  many  were  inclined  to  judge  less  seyet&J^ 


JAMP6  :«l4ljAN.  '  4^9 

isriiJaes'on  account  of  hi^  irregiUft  i(ad  faulty  eduoa«> 
Hon ;  while  all  admired  his  abilities  in  performing 
the  native  music  of  North  umberUhid.  .  Severid  gen- 
tlenn^'tUerefore  joined  their  endeavours  to  save  the 
mged  ioatiiistrel  from  an  ignominious'  deaths*  and.  in  a 
short  time  succeeded  in  prqcuidng  a  £i^  pardon. 

As  soon  as  Allan  regained  lys  liberty,  he  shewed 
bow  difficult  it  is  to  remove  old  inveterate  habits» 
be  the  warning  or  punishment  ever  so  impressive  or 
terrible.'  In  short,  he  recommenced  his  accustomed 
practices  of  plunder  with  redouMed  spirit;  but 
knowii^  that  he  had  now;  comjdet^ly  -fprfeited 
every  claim  to  public  confidenoe,  he  no  moi«  offered 
to  officiate  as  a  wait  When  urged  to  make  the 
iftttempt,  his  uniform  reply  was,  "Who  will  now 
phuse  me  to  guard  their  property  ?" 

ShorUy  after  this  occurrence,  a  bag-piping  match 
on  the  Northumberland  pipes  took  place  at  the 
Duke  of  Northumberland's  baronial  manor  of  Bedes- 
dale,  held  at  Elsdon,  and  which  was  before  noticed. 
Here  AUan  yielded  the  palm  of  victory  to  WilMam 
Xiamshaw,  a  youth  then  only  about  nineteen,  who 
had  just  been  chosen  successor  to  his  deceased  grand- 
father, Mr.  Lamshaw  of  Moi^eth,  and  who  was 
from  that  day  denominated  Her  Grace  the  Duchess 
of  Northumb^dwd's  own  Bagpiper.  The  judges 
had  much  difficulty  in  balandng  the  comparative 
merits  of  tlie  rival  candidates :  but  at  length  Allan 
interfered,;  an^  said  that  he  gave  up  dl  dbims  to 
victory,  the  youhg  man's  fingers  being  more  socfple 
(supple)  than  his;  aud;lie, further  assmttd  the  com- 
pany,  that  his  competitor  not  only  bottomed  the 
notes  with  adminil;4e  distinctness  and  effect,  but 


470  MW  OK 

that  he  possessed  the  best  pagpipe  lug  (ear)  be  haj 
ever  heard,^ 

Allan's  increasing  propensity   to   commit  pett/ 
thefts  had  now  become  such  a  subject  of  alarm,  that 
even  the  hospitable  farmers  of  Northumberland  toy 
generally,  and  sometimes  very  harshly,  opposed  bii 
entrance  into  their  doors.     This   severe  treatment 
affected  and  'humbled  the  aged  and  misguided  izui« 
sician,  who  was  now  seen  frequently  most  piteooslf 
soliciting  the  charity  of  those  who  had  often  \m 
charmed  with  his  harmony.     To  his  few  renuuning 
fHends  he  sometimes  expressed  a  wish  to  ledre^ 
with  his  wife  and  child,  to  the  west  of  Scotlaoi 

*  Tbis  ingenious  piper  died  of  a  consumption  at  North  Sbiel^ 
at  the  earlj  age  of  twenty-five  years.  A  stone  was  ereetein 
North  Shields  charch-yard,  prindpally  at  the  ooat  of  a  gendemifl 
amateur^  bearing  the  following  inscripdon  :— 

bbbctjbh  to  the  hbm ort  op 
WILLIAM  LAMSMAW, 

OF   NORTH   SHIELDS, 

Htr  Grace  the  Duchess  of  Norihumherland's^  (hoh  Bagp^i 
Whose  mortal  Existence  a  Consumption  pat  a  Period  to,  ob  tkf 
1 1th  Day  of  January,  1806,  aged  25  Yesis. 

«  • 

When  first  OmnipotencOj  with  wise  design, 
Ordain'd  our  being, — great  creation's  plan  I 

JPair  Harniony  he  fiwm'd,  to  shed  benign 
Her  balmy  eomfiarts  o'er  the  minds  of  man. 

Soft-breathing  melodies  e'er  charm  the  heart. 
The  Tirtuoos  heart,  and  genial  warmth  inspire; 

Sounds,  boldly  sweet,  still  rapturous  joys  impart. 
Impel  to  actions  which  the  good  admire. 

Here  rests  the  dust  of  one  whose  self-taught  strsin^; 

Northumbria  charm'd,  though  short  on  earth  his  staf ; 
Yet  Hope  now  prompts,  that  in  celestial  plaiiis 

He  swells  the  choms  of  the  Leav'nly  lay. 
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where  tiis  character  was  little  known,  and  where  he 
proposed  to  spend  his  remaining  days  konesUjf-  and 
industriously.  But  the  poor  man  knew  not  himself; 
and  a  repetition  of  one  of  his  former  crimes  pre- 
vented him  from  trying  this  experiment* 

One  evening,  after  playing  some  time  at  the  sign 
of  the  Dun  Cow^  on  the  Quayside^  Newcastle,  with 
Mr.  Reed  of  North  SMelds,*  he  stole  a  bay  horse 
from  the  stable  of  Mr.  Matthew  Robinson  of  Gates- 
bead,  with  which  he  fled  to  Wingate,  where,  in 
order  to  elude  detection,  he  applied  to  Mr.  Jackson^ 
a  blacksmith  and  publican,  to  shorten  the  tail ;  but  . 
Mr.  Jackson  recommended  him  to  Mr.  Hiime,  a 
tanner,  as  a  more  competent  person.  Mr.  Hume 
agreed  to  cut  the  tail  of  the  horse  (not  knowing  it 
was  stolen)^  provided  he  would  play  him  a  tune  on 
the  pipes»  with  which  he  immediately  complied^f 
Two  days  afterwards  he  was  apprehended  at  Jed- 

*  Mr.  Reed  of  North  Sliields  often  played  with  Allan,  the  fiither 
•f  onr  native  mnaac.  His  mechanical  dexterity  in  tiie  oonstniction 
•f  the  small  pipes^  as  well  as  his  scientific  a|uU  and*  ^nperior  execu- 
tion, are  so  well  known  in  the  north  of  England  as  to  render  any 
eologinm  snperfluoas.  *'  *    .  - 

t  When  Allan  was  taken^  he  pawned  these  pipes  at  Jedborgh  for 
£2,  lOs. ;  bat  they  were  afterwards  rekased,  according  to  his  re» 
quest,  hj  Mr.  Snowdon  of  Screenwood,  and  Mr.  Commln  of  Har« 
bottle.  Mr.  Storey  of  Caistem  has  now  in  his  possession  the  organ 
pipes  which  belonged  to  Allan.  The  small-pipes  were  girea  by 
Mr.  Cpmmin  to  his  cousin,  John  Allan  of  Bellii^ham ;  and  his  son, 
being  obliged  to  leave  thie  country,  sold  them  to  James  Young 
the  younger,  who  was  drowned  off  Holy  Island.  They  are  now  in 
the  possession  of  his  father,  James  Young,  a  pedlar,  residing  in 
liongframlington.  The  inscription  is,  '^Jamea  Allan,  1777>  by  tba 
Duchess  of  Northumberland." 
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burgh,  cKairg^  witli  the  robbery,  and  conveyed  to 
Durham,  wliere  he  vms  fully  committed,  in  tte 
month  of  'May,  1803,  to  take  his  trial  at  the  tc&m* 
ing'adsizes. 

At  the  assizes  held  at  Durban^  on  the  2d  of  Ab> 
gust  in  the  same  year,  Allan  was  tried,  foand  guikj, 
and  received  sentence  of  death  ;  but  was  repiierei 
before  the  judges  proceeded  on  their  circuit  ft 
the  17th  of  October,  1804,  Allan  received  hu» 
jesty's  pardon,  on  condition  of  being  transported (« 
the  term  of  his  natural  life ;  but,  on  account  of  kii 
great  age  and  increasing  infirmities,  he  was  deemei 
unfit  to  be  removed  to  Botany  Bay,  or  even  to  tfc 
hulk^  ami  his  punishment  was  mitigated  to  peip^ 
tu^  imprisoiimtot.  ' 

Dttfing  the  long  confinement  of  Allan,  be  neret 
manifested  any  of  those  eccentricrties  or  w3d  pectt* 
liaritied  which  had  marked  his  early  years.  Be  wm 
now  broken  down  with  old  age  and  a  compKcation 
of  disorders ;  and  if  any  things  dfsfii^ijfted  Mm 
from  his  felfow  prisoners,  it  was  the  rema^rfcAw 
wickedness  of  bis  disposition,  and  the  extreme  dc; 

■4 

pravity  of  his  conversation. 

When  he  had  remained  under  confinement  about 
seven  years,  he  became  very  feeble  and  disord^f 
and  was  humanely  removed  to  the  house  of  correc- 
,tion,  where  he  might  enjoy  a  purer  air.  Here  w 
remained  only  a  few  months,  till  his  death  eto*" 
the  scene  of  his  sufferings.  He  died  on  the  18th  of 
I^ovember,  1810,  in  the  seven ty-seventh  year  «fto 
age ;  and  his  remains  were  interred  in  the  buna*^ 
.ground  of  St.  Nicholas'  parish^  in  the  city  of  ^ 
ham,  on  the  15th  of  the  same^mondir 


Alkaii  some; years  before  his  death,  maden^will,' 
BOid  appointed  two  gentlemen  of  North  Shields  his 
executors,  to  whom  he  bequeathed  the  pipes  which 
he  still  retained,  a  'Valuable  selection  of  music,  and  a 
ismall  collection  of  curiosities,  on  condition  that  they 
interred  his  remains  in  Rothbury  church-yard.  But 
*^ey  did  not  hear  of  his  death  till  after  his  burial  at 
iDuorham;  otherwise  his  request  would  have  been 
Pcomplied  with, 

I     Some  gentlemen,  who  commiserajted  thesufiEer* 

fings  of  tbeir  ng^d^  infirm,  and  favourite  minstrd^ 

I  tiad  forwarded  a  petition  to  his  majesty,  soliciting  a 

!  free  pardon ;  but  the  king's  indijspositioa  prevented 

it  ^(om  being  presented.    However,  as  soon  as  the 

prince  regent  began  to  exercise  the.  functions  of 

royalty,  the  prayer  of  the  petition  was  granted,  and 

a  free  pardon  signed,  bearing  date  the  15th  of  Fe- 

1)ruary,  1810;*  but  by  some  n^ect  or  accident,  it 

did  not  arrive  uiriil  a  few  daya  after  death  had 

loosened'the  bonds  of  the  prisoner. 

During  the  time  of  AWari's  confinement,  Ann 
Bennett  remained,  firmly  attached^  to  hiijo,  and  tra- 
versed the  counties  of  Northumberland  and  Dur- 
ham, where  she  collected,  considerable  &uma  for  his 
maintenance*  He  had  ako  many  presents  sent  him 
from  gentlemen  by  whom  he .  had  been  formerly 
patronized ;  iso  that  he  was  seldom  compelled  to 
subsist  on  the  {Hrison  allowance. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  add  any  remarts  ^iuadatory 
of  Allan's  character,  whic^  is  sufficiently -displayed 

#  • 

*  ThiB  docaineiit>  whicb  is  canons  as  being,  one  of  tie  first  ofli* 
«U1  papers  signed  by  bfe  present  majesty^  is  now  in  tlie  possession 
of  Mr.  John  Bell,  laad-sunr^or,  near  datesBead  liptei  Tyne. 

S  O 
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in  the  preceding  narrative.  In  person  he  wasstit)!^ 
and  athletic ;  and  few  could  excel  turn  in  feats  J 
running,  jumping,  dimbing,  wrestling,  riding,  aj 
swinuning.  His  face*  expressed  a  disposition's 
sharpness,  cunning,  and  roguery ;  while  his  shsr/^ 
dark  eyes,  acute  features^  promptitude,  and  f&x^: 


*  Allan's  conatenance  displayed  all  the  charactovde  fiBrtomf  i 
the  Gipsy  raoe>  which,  in  spite  of  oveneen,  constaUe^  Ma^ 
and  mastiff  dogs^  still  gives  interest  and  variety  to  tfaeMpopo- 
lation  of  onr  agricoltoral  districts.  And  it  Is  hoped  tiiit4b|i. 
c^ng  narrative  will  iapart  to  the  reader  a  UwUfiapgmi 
Gipsy  life  and  manners. 

'' Arabs  of  Europe,  Gipsy  race! 
Your  Eastern  manners^  garb,  and  isuot 

Appear  a  strange  chimera  ; 
None,  none  hut  you  can  now  be  styled  j 

Romaaticj  picturesque,  and  wild«  [ 

In  this  prosaic  era. 

''  Ye  sole  freebooters  of  tihe  wood 
Since  Adam  Bell  and  Robin  Hood:— - 

Kept  every  where  asunder 
From  other  tribes ;— Kin^^  Churdli,  and  Suti 
Spuming,  and  only  dedicate 

To  freedom,  sloth,  and  plunder, 

''Your  fbrest-camp*-the  forms  one  sees 
Banditti-like  amid  the  trees. 

The  ra^ed  dpakieB  gracing:, 
The  Sibyl's  eye  prophetic;,  bright 
With  flashes  of  the  fitful  light. 

Beneath  the  caldron  biasing,— 

''  O'er  my  young  mind  strange  terron  thiWf  • 
Thy  history  gave  me,  Moore  Carew  I 
^'  A  more  exalted  notion 

.  Of  Gipsy  life, .  nor  can  I  yet 
Gaze  09  your  tentis,  and  quite  forget 
.My  feqner  deep  emotion.'* 
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bery,  gave  him  a  look  strongly  indicative  of  knavery. 
His  whole  personal  appearance  was  neat,  and  his 
manners  remarkably  insinuating.    He  was  scrupu- 
lously nice  in  his  wearing  apparel ;  and  if  he  hap- 
pened to  go  out^  and  observed  any  dull  spot  upon 
bis  shoes,  or  a  dimness  upon  a  button,  he  would  in- 
stantly return  to  improve  their  appearance.     He 
was  extremely  vain  of  fine  and  clean  linen,  and  al- 
ways wore  very  wide  and  dashing  ruffles.    Though 
fond  of  good  eating  and  drinking,  his  habitual  cau- 
tion generally  saved  him  from  becoming  intoxicated. 
He  seldom  travelled  without  a  bottle  of  spirits, 
which  he  tasted  frequently,  but  sparingly.    Like 
his  father,  he  excelled  in  country  sports ;  and  few 
men  were  so  expert  in  the  diversion  of  fishing.    He 
also  surpassed  in  the  art  of  training  dogs,  and  some- 
times succeeded  in  learning  them  to  steal  with 
nearly  as  much  dexterity  as  himsdf.    He  had  chil- 
dren by  different  women;  but  he  seldom  shewed 
any  concern  for  his  offspring. 


OBSERVATIONS. 

In  closing  the  account  of  as  surprising  and  diver- 
sified a  life  as  was  ever  exhibited  to  public  view,  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  offer  a  few  additional  re- 
marks on  the  subject 

The  interested  jealousy  of  some,  and  the  natural 
vanity  of  others,  have  given  rise  to  a  variety  of  sa- 
pient remarks  upon  the  execution  and  authenticity 
of  lius  work ;  but  the  unprecedented  rapid  sale  of 
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foxkv  large  editions  affords  the  most  condfuiVe  pnoi 
0f  the  public  apprpbation. 

The  writer  has  often  been  amused  to  beariti 
jected,  that  these  memoirs  are  strange  and  ivoBdcr. 
ful.    But  theae  s^adoas  critics  seem  to  o?eikK)k 
the  diffiwUy  of  pourtraying  a  simg^dw  c&ancbr 
without  recording  his  singular  actions.   They » 
knowledge  that  Jamea  Allan  was  a  surpriai^jnai; 
though  they  shake  their  heads  and  look  wke  wim 
they  hear  his  surprising  adventures^  which  m  fsd 
include  all  the  truth  and  keeping  of  the  jxxtiat 
Diyest  his  story  of  all  his  mw^ellous  advatowl 
1^  uncommon  vicisatudes,  and  hia  life  wopU  jo- 1 
i|^s9  no  moie  interest  than^  those  of  tke  mM^ 
guishable  dodis*  that  vegetate  and  die  witimt  4 
playing  either  ingenuity  in  vice  or  activity  in  rate 

Perhaps  tl^ere  never  was  published  the  fife  of  s 
great  or  an  eccentric  character,  wbidi  possessed » 
tmuiy  and  such  convincing  proofs  of  authentidtjr. 
Every  kind  of  evidence,  which  in  other  csse^ « 
admitted  as  unquestionable  authorities,  can  be  heff 
adduced,  and  will  surely  not  be  rejected^  or  ques- 
tioned by  the  most  affected  sceptic.    Allan  w;urf 
dead,  and  his  memoirs  are  published  in  his  owe  ap 
and  country,  amongst  an  enlightened  peopM  sm  j 
are  iead  and  approved  of  by  multitudes  wMotoc 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  man,  bid  witoewrf 
his  actions  at  hcane^  and  heard  erf  his  exploits  abroii 
His  biographers  are  also  livings  their  places  of  ws* 
dence  are  known,  and  they  possess  Ae  mwt^ 
factor^  proofs  of  the  genuineness  of  the  preceiiBJ 
life,  part cf  Whkh  was rdated  byABaniuii^ 
senoe  of  other  neoole.    But  the  writer  need  pwoeei 
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no  further;  onoiigb  has  been  saod;  and  it  is  an 
awkward  task  to  undertake  the  demonstration  of  a 
I  •H£-evident  preposition. 

^      Hud  the  writer  wandered  to  and  fro  collecting  all 

Hhe  idle  and  contradictory  tales  that  are  related  by 

old  women  concerning  Jamie  Allan,  the  N(^hum« 

iierlalid  piper,  he  might  have  raked  together  a  heap 

:  ci  garbage  sufficient  to  fill  two  or  three  volumes^ 

*  All  remarks  and  communications  have  therefor^ 

^  |>0en  rejected^  as  interfering  with  our  hero's  own 

gelation;  but  there  are  a  few  which  may  now  be 

noticed  with  propriety. 

A  Hghly  respectable  gentleman  says  that  AHan^ 

wlien  ill  France,  did  serve  in  the  Irish  brigade,  and 

belonged  to  C&pttAn  Mackenzie's  company^  whicb 

\    vr9»  cbmposed  <>f /Highkndmen  friendly  to  the  house 

L     of  Stuart ;  luid  that,,  being  convicted  of  theft,  he  wa^ 

I     severely  flogged,  and  expelled  from  the  corps;  to 

I     whom  he  had  |»layed  their  favourite  music.    Now, 

I     this  anecdote  appiffentiy  rests  on  good  authority,  a* 

t     the  gentleman  alluded  to  had  a  relation  an  officer  in 

the  corps  at  the  time.    Yet  this  punishment  might 

1      have  induced  AHan  to  desert  from  the  Frendi  ser- 

I      vice  altogether,  and  the  subsequent  cireunistance» 

I      have  ocoirred  precisely  as  stated. 

j  Some  have  comphuned  of  the  walit  of  dates  in 

I      Ibese  memoirs:  but  it  must  be  remembered  that 

t       AlfauQ  was  a  man  not  calculated  for  taking  any  exact 

j       ^  note  of  time."    Indeed,  he  could  assign  no  datea 

to  most  of  the  occurrences  of  his  Ufei ;  and,  wheQ 

^[uestioiied  on  the  sul^ect,  usually  referred  to  some 

iedESarkable  eveht  that  had  happened  about  the  time 

eSmuh  occurrence.     . 
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We  have,  on  the  authority  of  the  paridi  r^ 
stated  that  he  was  bom  in  the  year  1734;  om 
quently  he  must  have  died  in  his  sev^ty-sereiA 
year.  It  appears  that  he  first  married  about  tie 
yeiar  175S,  when  he  would  be  about  eighteen  jess 
of  age ;  and  five  years  after  this,  he  was  tamsBf 
the  wilds  of  Tartary.  W^hen  the  battle  of  IfiodeB 
was  fought,  be  must  have  completed  his  tveotj. 
fourth  year ;  and  most  of  his  enlistments  and  dasr- 
tions  took  place  during  the  six  following  jean.  It 
was  some  time  about  the  thirtieth  yearof  buagi; 
that  the  interesting  adventure  with  Maiy  the  Gipsy 
occurred.  When  he  married  Alice  Taylor  id  llSi^ 
he  was  thirty-five  years  of  age ;  and  about  six  jesv 
after  this,  he  formed  a  connexion  with  the  noteioos 
Nell  Clark,  who  seems  to  have  developed  and  coo- 
firmed  every  depraved  propensity  of  his  nature. 

A  great  variety  of  amuKtng  anecdotes  re^patinj 
the  noted  piper  have  been  received  firom  the  most 
respectable  quarters,  as  has  been  alreadj  iKrtioed; 
but  they  could  not  be  admitted  consistently  wiA 
the  plan  of  the  work.    By  these  communications,  it 
seems  that  he  deserted  oftener,  and  formed  mow  j 
connexions  with  females,  than  he  had  recollectedr« 
chused  to  relate.    On  one  occasion,  he  sat  in  tie  p 
of  Newcastle  theatre ;  and  being  desired  by  a  genfle- 
man  to  play  a  tune,  delighted  the  audience  so  mm 
that  he  was  loudly  called  upon  to  perfonn  i^ 
every  interval,  and  at  the  end  of  the  perfornwa* 
was  rewarded  by  a  handsome  subscription. 

On  reviewing  the  curious  and  adventurous  life  ^ 
James  Allan,  we  cannot  deny  his  daim  to  tm  uas 
of  great  in  a  certain  sense.    If  he  was  not  gr^ 
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daring  courage  and  inflexible  virtue,  yet  he  was 

rtainly  great  in  danger,  when  the  weak  and  feeble 

deprived  both  of  skill  and  promptitude ;  and  he 

^^^as   acknowledged  to  be  great  on  the  bagpipes. 

Poor  Allan  by  his  harmony  augmented  the  sum  of 

human  happiness :  let  us  not  therefore  disturb  his 

ashes.     He  himself  is  answa^ble  for  his  own  errors 

flUdd  his  own  crimes. 


•     f 
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